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WEEK 59, DAY 1                  2 KINGS 21, 22; 2 CHRONICLES 33:11-20 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Kings 21 and 22 and 2 Chronicles 33:11-20.   

 

"Meanwhile back at the ranch" - that phrase from the old Saturday morning shoot-em-up westerns is fixed 

forever in my brain, but it pretty well describes our situation this morning as we return after quite an 

absence to the books of Kings and Chronicles.  By putting some of the prophets (especially Isaiah into their 

chronological time slot, we have postponed reading about the last years of the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  

It is to that sad story that we now must return. 

 

King Hezekiah, despite the fact that he did not finish as strongly as we would have liked, was a good king.  

He honored the Lord and the Lord honored him as well.  He was one of the best kings the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah ever had.  His son, Manasseh, was one of the worst.  He rebuilt all of the pagan high 

places that his father had torn down.  He built altars for Baal, he worshipped (in the language of the King 

James Version) all of the hosts of heaven and just in case we might not understand that, that clause has 

reference to demons.  We are told that he consorted with familiar spirits.  He set up pagan altars in the 

temple courts and actually went so far as to place an idol inside the temple!!  He made his sons "pass 

through the fire."  (You will remember, I am sure, that this is a reference either to human sacrifice or at the 

very least to a pagan "initiation" ceremony that had to do with demonism.)  According to the writers of 

scripture, Manasseh had a more negative and debilitating influence upon Judah than all of the nations God 

had driven out before them when they entered the land of Canaan.  Since Manasseh reigned for 55 years in 

Judah, his influence was very persuasive indeed and he succeeded in "undoing" virtually every positive 

thing his father Hezekiah had ever accomplished. 

 

The extent of Manasseh's evil can hardly be imagined.  In addition to doing more evil than all of Israel since 

they came out of Egypt, verse 16 says he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood.  There is an uncorroborated 

but very old Jewish legend that says it was during the reign of Manasseh that the prophet Isaiah was 

martyred.  According to this story the king had him placed inside a hollow tree trunk and then had the tree 

sawed in half!  Ouch!  There may be an allusion to that event in Hebrews 11, in the chapter of faith where in 

verse 37 the preacher of that great sermon says many of the heroes of faith were killed, "They were stoned, 

he says, they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword."  He may very well have been talking 

about Isaiah.  And if it was, then it was during the reign of wicked Manasseh that it happened!! 

 

Verses 12-14 of 2 Kings 21 pronounce God's final judgment upon the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  

Because Judah failed to learn from the graphic example of her Northern cousin upon whom God's judgment 

had finally fallen, in the form of an Assyrian firestorm which took them into an exile from which they 

would never return, God said Judah would suffer the same fate.  My friends, there are two ways in which 

you and I can learn some of the most important lessons that God wants to teach us.  We can learn them from 

the experience of others or we will learn them at the hands of a much more exacting and painful teacher - 

our own personal experience.  When they saw the hammer of God's judgment fall upon their northern 

cousins, the people of God in Judah should have realized that unless they repented and followed the Lord 

they too would be judged.  They failed to learn from the experience of others.  They were therefore 

condemned to repeat that experience in their own lives.  Have you even wondered why there is so much 

history in the Bible?  Why there are so many biographical sketches?  The New Testament says that all these 

things are written as examples for us -- so that we can learn at least some of the lessons without having to 

experience all the pain.  Every single time you read an historical section of the Bible you ought to stop and 

refuse to proceed to the next chapter or story until you have asked and answered one very significant 

question: "What lesson is there here for me to learn?"  Stop right now and ask that question about what you 
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read today.  Now, list three or four possible lessons.  Can you do that?  Great!  Now ask the second 

question: How will I apply that lesson today?  This is what real Bible study is about.  When you start 

reading God's Word this way you move beyond reading to "meditating" on the word. 

 

Now, before we go on to the next thing that I want for us to see about these chapters, I can't resist the 

opportunity to once again urge you to not just read the Bible, but also to read the biographies of the men and 

women who God has greatly used down through 20 centuries of the Christian era to change the world.  We 

can learn from their experiences too!  And once again the lessons we learn from the lives of others we may 

not have to learn by our own painful experiences.  There is still one more place to look for this kind of great 

"training in righteousness" - it is in the lives of our own contemporaries - people who right now rub 

shoulders with us.  We can learn from their experience too.  The more I learn from the experience of others, 

the less I will have to wrest from my own painful experiences!! 

 

I wonder if you noticed, right at the beginning of chapter 21, the name of Manasseh's mother, Hephzibah.  

That is interesting because the only other place I have ever seen that name is in the 62nd chapter of Isaiah 

that we read last week.  It just highlights how contemporary Isaiah's preaching would have sounded, writing 

to Israel during Hezekiah's reign.  Isaiah says when God restores this nation, He will call her by the name of 

Hephzibah, "My delight is in her" - the queen's name.  (There is no great lesson there, but I thought you 

might be interested to notice how contemporary Isaiah must have been!) 

 

Now, I hope you read the passage from 2 Chronicles as well as the Kings portion, because it gives us some 

very surprising information.  It is not surprising to note that Manasseh got carted away from Jerusalem into 

a brief exile.  (It is worth noting in passing that he was taken to Babylon by the king of Assyria - remember 

Babylon at this point was not yet an important power.  It was subservient to Assyria.)  The exile doesn't 

surprise us.  God repeatedly warned Judah and its kings that such things would happen.  What surprises us 

in the Chronicles account and all the more because 2 Kings says nothing about it is that while in captivity 

for this period of time, Manasseh - the evilest (that's a new word for you!) king of Judah repents!  I wish that 

scripture had told us more about this remarkable event.  I'd like that because I'd like to know if the sorrow 

lasted and resulted in permanent changes in Manasseh's life or if like the repentance of the great city of 

Nineveh, it eventually faded away.  When I get to heaven I'm going to look to see if Manasseh is there - I'll 

know the answer then!  In any case, friends, there is a wonderful glimmer of hope here because even 

Manasseh - the worst of the worst, was not beyond the power of God to convict and bring repentance.  The 

worst king Judah ever had was "reached" when God's affliction came upon him in a heavy enough dosage! 

 

Right now I know that some of you are tempted to give up praying and hoping for some loved ones who 

have resisted God for a long, long time.  Don't stop praying.  It took a brief exile but God got through to the 

most wicked king Judah ever had.  He can therefore get through to anyone! 

 

Amon's brief reign over Judah is treated almost as a footnote.  Whatever degree of repentance and reform 

Manasseh carried with him in the last years of his life, did not rub off on his son!  Amon reigned for just two 

years before being assassinated! 

 

By the way, the dates for Manasseh and Amon are probably these.  Manasseh began ruling as a co-regent 

(that means Hezekiah, his father, was still king but turned over some power to his newly inaugurated son) 

about 695 B.C.  Hezekiah died about 686 B.C. and Manasseh ruled alone until his death in 642 B.C. when 

Amon ascended to the throne and ruled until his death in 640 B.C. at which point Josiah became king 

reigning until 609 B.C.  We have located the prophets Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea and Isaiah 

already.  Micah -- a prophet whose Book we have not yet read, was probably a contemporary of Isaiah 
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during the reign of Ahaz and Hezekiah.  Nahum prophesied at the end of Manasseh's reign and was probably 

still speaking when Josiah came to power.  Zephaniah, Habakkuk and Jeremiah would all have begun to 

prophesy during Josiah's reign as well.  These five prophets will get our attention after we have finished the 

books of Kings and Chronicles.  If you are digging deeper today, we will give you some opportunity to 

study a time line to help you remember "who fits where." 

 

2 Kings 22 introduces us to one of the greatest kings that Judah had.  Coming very near the end of her 

existence as a nation Josiah (one of the few kings of whom it is said he "walked  in all the ways of his father 

David, the ultimate compliment for a king in ancient Israel) came to the throne.  The parallel passage in 

Chronicles gives us a bit of data that is omitted from the passage we read today.  It alerts us to the fact that 

after eight years as king - at the age of 16, he began to seek the guidance of God and at the age of 20 he 

began the religious reforms that were to rid the land of idolatrous practices so prevalent in the time of the 

evil King Manasseh.  At 26 the work of cleaning and repairing the temple of God began.  Remember, 

"books" as we know them did not exist in the times of the Old Testament kings and prophets.  The words of 

scripture were written on scrolls.  Duplicate scrolls, which would have to be painstaking copied by hand on 

very expensive materials would be very rare indeed, making the value of the originals nearly incalculable.  

Since the vast majority of the people were unable to read and write anyway, the motivation to produce 

costly and labor intensive copies was not very high.  The precious "books" then were rolled up and stored, 

often inside pottery containers, in the safest place anyone could think of, with the individuals who could 

actually read them - in the temple, with the priests.  During the awful reign of Manasseh, the evil, those 

scrolls went unused and one of them, at least, was lost.  And for many years, no one missed it - not even the 

priests. 

 

Now our time is nearly gone, but I cannot resist one last observation.  Did you notice that when the scroll 

was discovered, advice was sought from Huldah the prophetess.  We have already met Anna - a New 

Testament holy woman, and Deborah, an Old Testament judge, now we meet Huldah the prophetess.  Now 

what is really interesting here is that there was no lack of male prophets abroad.  Jeremiah was working and 

so was Habakkuk and there were others too but it is to Huldah, a woman that the priests and scribes go for 

advice.  I am not interested in making a big deal over this but it does put to flight one often heard 

"explanation" for why God used women in biblical times.  I have often heard it said that God used Deborah 

only because there were no men willing and available to come forward and be used.  Well I suppose that 

may have been true in Deborah's day - Barak was not exactly an enthusiastic volunteer, but it was clearly not 

the case in the days of King Josiah - Jeremiah was there but Huldah was used.  I'll leave you to draw your 

own conclusions but it does show that God is not adverse to gifting and using women in some very 

significant ministries!   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 59, DAY 2                        2 KINGS 23-25; 2 CHRONICLES 35-36 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read 2 Kings chapters 23-25 and finished the sad story of 

the decline and fall of the Southern Kingdom.  King Josiah, the righteous, with his rediscovery of and 

recommitment to the law of God was a very bright star in an increasingly dark sky.  God's sentence of 

judgment upon Judah had already been pronounced and would not be turned aside, but because of Josiah's 

righteousness though the storm clouds were gathering on the horizon, there was a brief period of peace and 

blessing. 

 



4 
 

Let's begin today by establishing the main players in our minds.  Hezekiah the very good king was followed 

by Manasseh the worst king.  Then comes Amon - then Josiah another very good king.  (Two of Judah's 

three best kings - Asa was the other, come right at the end of her history!)  After Josiah's battlefield death, it 

is downhill all the way - and fast.  Jehoahaz lasts three months and is deposed by a foreign intervention from 

Egypt.  His brother Jehoiakim is placed upon a vassal throne and reigns for 11 years and is followed by his 

son Jehoiachin and another three-month reign ended by foreign intervention.  This time the foreigner is 

Nebuchadnezzar - one of the greatest despots of the ancient world.  Nebuchadnezzar puts his puppet 

Zedekiah (another son of Josiah) on the throne and when he attempts to break free the final fall of Jerusalem 

is the result.  That occurred by the way in 586 B.C.  So the final run is Hezekiah - Manasseh - Amon - 

Josiah - Jehoahaz - Jehoiakim - Jehoiachin - Zedekiah and here endeth the line of the kings of Israel and 

Judah - (until the Messiah!)  It is during this final slide to oblivion that the prophet Jeremiah exercises his 

remarkable ministry and the parallel passage in 2 Chronicles assigns to him a very prominent role during the 

reign of Josiah and onward (or should I say downward). 

 

Just for the record and for the purpose of review, Saul, David and Solomon are followed by the division of 

the kingdom that occurs in 931 B.C.  In the Northern Kingdom there were nine different dynasties and 19 

different kings that followed.  The Northern Kingdom ends with the Assyrian exile in 722 B.C.  The 

Southern Kingdom of Judah begins with Rehoboam, has only one dynasty and ends some 21 rulers later (20 

kings and one wicked Queen Athaliah) with Zedekiah carried off to Babylon in 586 B.C.  Now if you can 

name all of the kings of the North and South without looking, you are doing better than me, but the ones you 

ought most to remember are these: In the Northern Kingdom of Israel there is Jeroboam I - his golden calves 

spelled doom right from the start; Ahab - he was the most prominent (and evil) king in the fourth dynasty of 

Omri.  He fought with Elijah and he loved the wicked Jezebel; Jeroboam II reigned for forty years and was a 

contemporary of Uzziah, a long term ruler in Judah.  The Northern Kingdom never had what the biblical 

writers would call a truly good king, but Jeroboam II was one of the least bad.  Hoshea is worth 

remembering as well, primarily because he was the last king of Israel in Samaria. 

 

In the Southern Kingdom of Judah, the most important kings to remember are Rehoboam, Solomon's son - 

the fool whose pride split the kingdom in two; Asa - he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord; Joash - he 

survived the plotting of Athaliah through the intervention of a godly priest and became a boy king who 

rebuilt the temple.  Uzziah is the next important king of Judah.  A good king who finished on a bad note.  He 

expanded the kingdom greatly in his day.  Uzziah reigned for 52 years!  Hezekiah the confidant of Isaiah the 

prophet trusted God in the face of Sennacherib's invading armies; Josiah his great grandson, restored the 

temple and in the process discovered the forgotten Book of the Law.  Finally remember Zedekiah who 

presided over the final collapse of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 

 

Nineteen kings in the north but only four you really need to remember, and 21 rulers in the south but only 

seven you really need to know.  Does that help a bit?  I hope so. 

 

The chapters we read today once again underscore for us how bad things had gotten in Jerusalem with 

reference to the worship of the Lord.  The first shocking thing was that the temple was in such a state of 

disrepair and neglect (at least as far as the worship of the God of Israel is concerned) that they actually lost 

the Book of the Law!  Now you need to know that there is some debate as to whether what the priests 

discovered was the whole Torah that is all five books of the Pentateuch - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers and Deuteronomy or just the Book of Deuteronomy or even a significant portion of Deuteronomy. 

 

It seems incredible to me that it could be the whole Torah but with everything else we are told in this 

chapter along with what we read about the reign of Manasseh, I suppose that it is a very real possibility.  
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The details of the passage are quite incredible: articles dedicated to the worship of Baal, Asherah (the 

fertility goddess) and the starry host - astrological and demonic forces, in the temple!!  Not just in Judah and 

not just in Jerusalem - in the temple!  Male shrine prostitutes are in the temple (and if there were male 

prostitutes, you can bet there were female prostitutes as well).  There were shrines dedicated to child 

sacrifice, to sun worship, mediums and spiritists - no wonder no one knew where the Book of God's law 

was.  What is even more incredible is that apparently not only was the Book lost, but at least some of its 

contents had been completely forgotten for Josiah was astonished when he heard its contents read to him.  

One wonders what Hilkiah, the chief priest, knew and did before that scroll was rediscovered! 

 

It is obvious that for many years preceding Josiah's reforms the Passover feast had gone completely 

unnoticed and unobserved, but when he determined to put that right, Josiah organized a feast the likes of 

which had not been seen since the days of Samuel the judge.  That's quite a statement because I rather 

suspect that both David and Solomon (from what we know of them) would have put at least a little energy 

into doing this feast with gusto!!  Josiah provided, according to the Chronicles passage, 30,000 sheep and 

goats, and 3,000 cattle of his own and the officials, priests and people brought many more!! 

 

The international balance of power was shifting chaotically in the last years of the Davidic dynasty.  Assyria 

had been the power broker in the days of Isaiah and Hezekiah but Isaiah's prophetic words regarding the rise 

of Babylon were beginning to sound very ominous and just to keep things interesting while the old and the 

new empires were jousting on the eastern front, Pharaoh Neco down in Egypt was doing all he could to 

make his play for international immortality.  The chaotic nature of the times is reflected in the two three 

month reigns that were terminated by international meddling from Egypt and Babylon.  That foment will 

clearly evidence itself again when we read the Book of Jeremiah, who after crying out against the folly of 

trusting in Egypt ended his days in exile by the Nile River where he was taken against his own will. 

 

It is, of course, Josiah who is the key figure in our reading today, and he is characterized beautifully by 

verse 25 of chapter 23.  "Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the Lord as 

he did - with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength."  That is an incredible testimony.  

How would you like that written as an epitaph on your tombstone or as a commentary on your life.  That's 

what I wish could someday be said about me. 

 

It is Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon who will dominate the biblical landscape for the next several decades after 

his appearance.  His name, conferred upon him by his father Nabopolassar means, "O Nabu (a Babylonian 

god) protect my son."  He reigned in Babylon from 605 - 562 B.C. and we will become much better 

acquainted with him when we read the Book of Daniel.  The fate of the whole Near Eastern world became 

clear in 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar, who was at that time still the crown prince, led the armies of 

Babylon into battle at Carchemish and defeated the forces of Pharaoh Neco of Egypt.  The result was 

duplicated at Hamath and within months, upon the death of his father, Nebuchadnezzar was king of a vast 

empire.  Jehoiakim's first attempt to break away from Nebuchadnezzar came around 602 B.C. and was 

encouraged by some short-lived victories in Egypt when Nebuchadnezzar's invasionary forces were repelled 

but not defeated.  Jehoiakim thought an alliance with Egypt would save Judah.  Jeremiah, speaking for God, 

told him differently.  We will turn to that story in a few days. 

 

After deposing Jehoiachin and installing Zedekiah as a puppet, Nebuchadnezzar contented himself for a 

time with the temple treasury, rich tributes exacted from Judah, but when Zedekiah also rebelled 

Nebuchadnezzar returned, laid siege to Jerusalem and when the walls were finally breached, he burned it to 

the ground, destroyed it's walls and deported virtually the whole population except for the very poorest.  

That was the second deportation to Babylon and that was the end of Judah - for seven long decades.  Even 
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when the exile ended at the command of another king of yet another empire - Cyrus (remember Isaiah's 

prophecy?) there would be no more kings in the house of David - not until the Messiah. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 59, DAY 3                       MICAH 1-4 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Micah chapters 1-4 and I am excited because I know 

that many of you have never read this portion of scripture before.  I am always excited when men and 

women read parts of the Word of God for the very first time. 

 

Now, we are told right at the outset of this Book that Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jothan, Ahaz 

and Hezekiah.  That would have made him a contemporary of Isaiah.  Unlike Isaiah, Micah is not mentioned 

extensively in any other books of the Old Testament.  Unlike Jonah and Jeremiah, he does not give us much 

in the way of autobiographical material in his own Book.  In short, we don't know very much about Micah.  

He lived in Moresheth, a city just a little way south of Jerusalem.  That would place him close enough to 

Judah's capital to have first-hand knowledge of the goings-on in that capital at about the time that the 

Assyrian armies were making their most threatening movements.  His town was located on the major trade 

route going down to Egypt so we may be sure that he was well aware of the kinds of things that were driving 

the culture of his day. 

 

One of the things that I know you will notice today and tomorrow as we read Micah's little book is that there 

is an alternation going on between words of judgment and words of promise.  In fact Micah sounds a great 

deal like Isaiah the prophet with whom he lived and worked and with whom he personally spent a great deal 

of time.  Micah is a lot shorter but he sounds just like Isaiah.  Did you remember as you read the first few 

verses of Micah 4 that you had read those very same words before?  If your Bible is still before you, look at 

Micah 4 while I read from Isaiah chapter 2.  "In the last days the mountain of the Lord's temple will be 

established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  

Many peoples will come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 

Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.  The law will go out from Zion, the 

word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 

peoples.  They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not 

take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore."  Did you notice any similarities?? 

 

That should establish that Isaiah and Micah knew of one another and probably had a very close working 

relationship.  It is possible that Micah borrowed these words from Isaiah who we are told got them from the 

Lord.  It is also possible at least that Isaiah and Micah were together when this revelation came and each 

went to his desk and wrote them down.  In any case if Micah sounds familiar it is because he and Isaiah 

drank very deeply from the exact same fountains!! 

 

Now it is also true that Isaiah and Micah both began on a note of judgment.  Micah, down in Judah, 

prophesies judgment upon the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  God is going to judge Samaria, but he is going 

to do it for the exact same things that Judah is practicing here.  It is very clear that even though God is 

punishing Samaria for its own sins, He is also punishing Samaria so that Judah will wake up and realize that 

she is doing exactly the same things and will not escape exactly the same fate. 

 

It is equally evident from what we read today that the people of Judah were not overly anxious to listen to 
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what the prophet had to say.  They were more interested in finding a prophet who would tell them what they 

wanted to hear.  "Do not prophesy about these things" their prophets say.  "Disgrace will not overtake us" 

(chapter 2:6).  Micah says with more then a little irony, "If a liar and deceiver comes and says I will 

prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer, he would be just the prophet for these people!!" (2:11) 

 

Have you ever wondered why people believe some of the really incredible and foolish things that some very 

popular TV preachers and evangelists say?  It is because they are just like the people of Judah.  They will 

believe anyone who tells them what they want to hear.  Some things never change.  "God wants you to be 

rich - a millionaire" says one TV preacher.  "God wants his children to drive Cadillacs and wear diamonds 

on their fingers after all," he infers, "you're a King's kid - a child of the King."  "If you take hold of God by 

faith" shouts another, "you don't ever need to be sick again.  God wants to heal every single person right 

now!!  Take it, brother!"  It seems that the last decade of the 20th century is just about like the eighth 

century B.C. 

 

Now that is surely not to say that God does not have good things planned for His people - He does.  That is 

precisely why the alternation between judgment and promise, retribution and restoration is so evident here 

and all through the prophetic books of the Old Testament.  But the plain and simple truth of both the Old 

and New Testament is that the rewards will be experienced by the people who keep faith with God's 

covenant.  The faithful will be protected in the midst of the storm.  The faithful will be re-gathered when the 

discipline has ended.  But the faithless will be judged and though they will cry out to the Lord in the Day of 

His visitation, "He will not answer them at that time.  He will hide his face from them." 

 

The New Testament message is no different.  Have you ever read the first few chapters of the Book of 

Revelation?  There is an expression that keeps recurring there: "To him that overcomes I will give..."  As I 

sit to speak with you this morning, I can look up at a shelf of books.  There is one that stands out to me like 

a sore thumb today and its title is challenging in the extreme.  It is, No Holiness, No Heaven.  Now lest I be 

misunderstood, neither I nor that book is promoting anything like a "works" salvation.  That's not it.  But 

there is a recognition that it is not enough simply to carry the name of God.  It is necessary to be a covenant 

keeper.  Micah is saying, since Israel (both Northern and Southern Kingdoms) has failed to keep the 

covenant, God is bringing judgment upon her.  Watch out!! 

 

Specifically, in the chapters we read this morning, Micah prophesied the fall of Samaria, the fall of Judah, 

and the fall of Jerusalem and though it is the Assyrian army that is wrecking havoc at the time of his writing, 

in Chapter 4 he says quite plainly to Judah, "You will go to Babylon, there you will be rescued."  Micah and 

Isaiah saw what no one else could see, because they heard from God. 

 

There was a very clever bit of communication being given in the part of chapter 1 given over to naming 

various cities in Israel.  These cities are mentioned because the Assyrian army either has already conquered 

them or is in the process of crushing them as Micah writes.  But the message Micah gives in each case plays 

off of the meaning of the city's name.  Micah says because of the judgment God is bringing, I will weep and 

wail; I will go about barefoot and naked (probably he means stripped to the waist.)  I will howl like a jackal 

and moan like an owl.  I am, in short he says, going to make a public spectacle of myself just so that I can 

get your attention concerning what is going on here!!  (Wouldn't you like to be a prophet??)  Well here is the 

play on words: "Gath" sounds very much like the Hebrew word for "tell."  Beth Ophrah means "house of 

dust."  (I will try to resist making any applications here to a certain daytime talk show host.)  Shaphir means 

pleasant, Zaanan sounds like the word for "come out."  Maroth like the word for bitter and Lachish sounds 

like the word for "team."  Aczib means deception and Mareshah sounds like "conqueror." 
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Stuart Briscoe in his book on the minor prophets tries to capture the spirit of the passage this way.  "Gath 

sounds like the Hebrew word for tell.  It is as if Micah were saying, 'Tell it not in Tell City'...In Dust Town 

you had better roll in the dust...you who live in Pleasantville pass on in nakedness and shame...Those who 

live in Go-Out City will never come out again...Harness Town needs to harness the chariots and get out of 

there."  "Imagine", he says, "an American preacher saying 'Living in Pittsburgh is the pits' or 'Los Angeles is 

no city of angels' or 'Wisconsin should only be pronounced Wis-con-SIN.  That would get people's 

attention."  (Briscoe, Hearing God's Voice, p. 91) 

 

In the glowing section full of hope found in chapter 4 we find Micah looking (as was Isaiah in the parallel 

passage) out toward the millennium, the time when the righteous rule of Christ will establish world-wide 

peace and security and the teaching of God's Word will cover the whole of the earth.  That's the long-term 

hope.  But the short-term future for Judah is the pains of childbirth in Babylon. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 59, DAY 4                              MICAH 5-7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Micah 5-7 and finished the Book written by the 

prophet who was a contemporary of Isaiah. 

 

This section of the Book begins on a prophetic note and I'm sure that you took note of at least one part of the 

prophecy -- the part about the birthplace of Christ.  I wonder, however, if you saw the prophecy before that 

one. In verse 1 of chapter 5, Micah calls out, "Marshall your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid 

against us.  They will strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod."  Until this week, I'm pretty sure most of 

us would not have understood the significance of these words.  But now you know the story of the last days 

of Judah it makes more sense.  What Micah is prophesying here is the fate of King Zedekiah.  Remember 

what happened?  He was a puppet king installed by the Babylonians to rule after Judah (and send plenty of 

tribute money back to King Nebuchadnezzar).  For a while he did that but, emboldened by the resistance of 

Egypt toward Babylon and probably also by the fact that the Egyptians had even successfully beaten back a 

Babylonian invasion, Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar then marched his army 

back to Jerusalem and laid siege.  After about 18 months when the ability of the city to resist and the siege 

was completely spent, the food was gone and the wall was broken through, Zedekiah tried to make a run for 

it with some of his soldiers.  They were caught and after being forced to watch the execution of his children, 

Zedekiah's eyes were put out and he was taken blind and in chains back to Babylon.  It wouldn't happen for 

many generations, but Micah "saw" it and predicted it in chapter 5. 

 

The really exciting prophecy however, is the one that comes next.  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 

you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come from me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.  Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when 

she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  He will stand and 

shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will 

live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their peace." 

 

The mention of Bethlehem here, as the place from which this great shepherd of Israel will come is startling 

to say the least.  And there can be no doubt that the Jewish scholars in the centuries before Christ was born 

fully understood this to be a Messianic prophecy.  We know that because when the wisemen arrived in 

Jerusalem trying to find the New King of the Jews, Herod's advisers were quick to tell him that according to 
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the ancient prophecy the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judea.  It was the providence of God that 

moved a Roman Caesar to call for an empire-wide census which forced Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem just in time for the birth of Jesus, but Micah had already made the connection - centuries ahead 

of time. 

 

I know that just a few days ago - when we looked at Isaiah 53, we talked about the apologetic value of 

prophecy.  It is however, worth noting again this morning unless you accept the Bible's own account of itself 

- that it is the written revelation of an omniscient, omnipotent God, it is impossible to explain such things as 

this passage in Micah.  Someone once said that the doctrine of biblical inspiration is self-authenticating.  

You don't need to prove it, it proves itself.  Fulfilled prophecy is one of the reasons that this is so. 

 

One of the sins for which Micah says the judgment of God is going to fall upon Israel is the sin of greed and 

economic oppression.  It is mentioned several times in the chapters that we read today and it is a consistent 

theme throughout the prophetic books of the Old Testament.  In chapter 6 we find Micah (in another striking 

similarity to Isaiah) prosecuting a legal case against the people of Judah.  "I'm not going to forget," he says, 

"your ill gotten treasures and the short ephah which is cursed.  Shall I acquit a man with dishonest scales, 

with a bag of false weights?"  Now this is just one of many sins for which the condemnation of God is being 

pronounced against Judah, but it is important to realize just how much emphasis there is throughout these 

prophetic books upon social justice and in particular upon fair treatment of the poor.  In every society 

throughout history (and our society is certainly no different in this regard) the economically deprived are 

always targeted by the unscrupulous as sources for ill-gotten gain.  The terms of weights and measures are 

used here.  Merchants have always had the temptation of putting 14 oz. in a bag and saying it is 16 oz. or 

balancing a 7 oz. weight on the scale and saying it weighs 8 oz.  The practice was so prevalent here in 

America that federal legislation was written and a department of weights and measures established with 

inspectors to visit stores and test the scales.  There have always been merchants ready to say - well if you 

can't afford it now, you can pay for it on time but I'm not a bank so I need to charge higher interest (20 times 

higher to be exact).  Just last week I watched an expose on wealthy farmers who hire poor people from our 

inner cities, then transport them to remote migrant labor camps where in addition to picking crops, these 

folk are forced to pay exorbitant prices for grossly inadequate shelter and have to buy food from "company" 

stores that inflate prices by four and five fold.  That still goes on - in blatant ways - in our country today!  

And God hates it.  He judged Israel for it.  I would not want to be a dishonest merchant or a slum lord and 

then have to stand before God's judgment seat!!! 

 

The other sins for which God's anger burned against Judah are not surprising either - and they are equally 

contemporary because even though I haven't seen an idol lately or an Asherah pole, our country is full to 

overflowing with false religions of both new and old "age" varieties and the mediums and sorcerers against 

which Micah speaks are every bit as prevalent today.  For just such sins as a morning's newspaper read will 

reveal every single day of the week, Israel was judged.  Can we afford to be complacent about our situation? 

 

Now it is into this context that the key verses in the whole book of Micah are set.  They are found in chapter 

6.  After insisting that God has little interest in the pious religiosity of people who bring their sacrifices to 

the temple one day and then immediately upon departing go back to their regular business of oppressing the 

poor and needy; here is what Micah says: "He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the 

Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."  Now lest their 

be any confusion here, let me affirm once again that the Bible never teaches that anyone can earn salvation 

from God by doing any amount of 'good works', that is not what Micah is saying here.  Salvation - even in 

the Old Testament was by faith in the provision that God would make for sin.  Remember all the way back 

in Genesis it said that Abraham believed God and God counted it unto him for righteousness.  In Romans 
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chapter 4 Paul uses that very text and the life of Abraham to reinforce that crucial truth.  But the Bible is 

equally insistent that if you have been the recipient of the wonderful grace of God, it will show in very 

profound ways in the way you live your life.  God hates hypocrisy and if we say that we have a relationship 

with Him but live our lives in ways that dishonor Him, His verdict is that we are fooling ourselves and 

storing up wrath.  I'm sure you remember the little New Testament Book of James.  That is the thrust of it's 

teaching.  Also the Book of I John falls in with exactly the same theme.  If you really love God - it will show 

up in your actions and if it doesn't you are lying to God and others and maybe even to yourself!! 

 

There are other things about which we could talk here in this part of the Book of Micah, but the three most 

significant passages seem to be the prophecies of chapter 5; the call to righteous living of chapter 6, and the 

final verses of chapter 7.  Like so many of the prophets of Israel, Micah ends his book on a note of hope.  

Israel will one day be restored, he promises, and the basis for his confidence in this future day of grace is 

rooted squarely in his theology -- his understanding of the nature and characteristics of the Almighty.  "Who 

is a God like you who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance?  You do 

not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.  You will again have compassion on us, you will tread our 

sins under foot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.  You will be true to Jacob and show 

mercy to Abraham as you pledged on oath to our fathers in days long ago" (7:18-20).  Do you see what 

Micah is doing?  He is looking at the present situation and he can only see trouble.  The sins of his people 

have brought down the wrath of God's judgment and it looks bad for Judah.  But Micah has something to 

balance that out - two things really, his understanding of the character of God, and his reliance upon the 

promises that God has made regarding the future.  God doesn't change, His word is eternal, so Micah has a 

choice.  We will see it again and again and it's a choice that we are also called upon to make with some 

degree of regularity.  We can bemoan the awful state of affairs around us, or we can rejoice in the glorious 

future that God has set before us.  What will it be for you? 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 59, DAY 5                               NAHUM 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the Book of Nahum who prophesied in Judah during 

the lifetime of the great prophet Jeremiah, toward the end of the Southern Kingdom.  The message he spoke 

to Judah was about Assyria, that bitter enemy whose armies swept away the city of Samaria along with the 

rest of the Northern Kingdom and then shut up Hezekiah like a bird in a cage (to use King Sennacherib's 

own words) in the city of Jerusalem until God miraculously delivered them. 

 

Now, I suppose that the first thing about which we need to remind ourselves today is that Nahum is the 

second prophet to write a book largely pertaining to the fate of Nineveh.  The first, of course, was Jonah 

who lived a little more than a century before Nahum.  You remember the story of Jonah very well, I know.  

He was sent with the message about Nineveh to Nineveh and he didn't want to go partly I guess because he 

knew if he preached what God told him to in the streets of that great city, the people might repent and then 

God might spare them the judgment that would otherwise come.  That is exactly what did happen.  And, you 

will remember, Jonah wasn't happy about it.  Nineveh repented.  The king put on sackcloth and ashes and 

the whole city prayed and the Bible says God relented. 

 

But by the time Nahum arrived more than a century later, Nineveh along with its citizens and the king, had 

become just as wicked as it ever was.  Knowing the story of Jonah as well as he must have, I am sure that 

Nahum would have been very anxious not to disobey the Lord and very glad that his message about Nineveh 
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was going to be directed not to the Ninevites themselves, but to the people of Jerusalem instead.  And that of 

course raises a most interesting question.  If God had something to say about Nineveh, why say it in 

Jerusalem and not Nineveh??  The answers to that question are mightily important to us this morning.  Here 

are two reasons that Nahum spoke his messages in Jerusalem instead of Nineveh. 

 

The first reason is because Nineveh had repented of its repentance.  The sackcloth and ashes of Jonah's day 

had long since given way to new levels of violence, arrogance and degradation in Nineveh.  Their cruelty 

had reached new levels making them the most feared people in the world.  When they conquered a city, they 

would completely destroy it and then they would carefully construct a huge pyramid made of the skulls of 

their victims!  Nineveh in Jonah's day, humbled itself but it forgot that humility and turned its back on God 

probably as soon as the danger of judgment was past.  Repenting of repentance is the most dangerous thing 

that anyone can do because it mocks the grace of God and desensitizes our consciences (the Bible word is 

"seers") so that it is far less likely that we will ever again turn toward God.  Nineveh had presumed too 

much upon the grace of God.  She has gone beyond the point of no return and was now fit only for judgment 

-- so this time God's prophet pronounces the verdict but in Jerusalem, not in Nineveh.  That explains why 

Nahum was not sent to Nineveh, but it does not tell us why God sent Him to Jerusalem. 

 

As I read the Book again this morning, however, I noticed something I had never seen before.  The Book 

starts with a series of simple theological statements about the Lord.  Listen, verse 2 says, "The Lord is a 

jealous and avenging God."  Verse 3 says, "The Lord is slow to anger and great in power."  Verse 7 says, 

"The Lord is good."  It is very interesting that those are the three things that Nahum chooses to tell us about 

God: God is holy, God is powerful and God is good.  That got my attention.  Do you remember, a few days 

ago we talked a bit about the problem of evil.  I said then that the existence of evil in our world has often led 

people to give up one of their beliefs about God.  If God is really good then He will not want His children to 

suffer.  Of course if He does not know what is happening, then we can understand why He has not acted.  If 

He does not act against evil, perhaps it is because He cannot, He is not powerful enough.  But Nahum starts 

out by affirming all three things -- God is powerful, He is good and He does know what is happening.  I 

think Nahum was sent to prophesy about Nineveh's downfall in Jerusalem because the people of Jerusalem 

who were watching the Assyrian ascendancy were grappling with the problem of evil.  Since Assyria was 

chewing up and devouring everything in its path, some of God's people were on the verge of solving the 

problem of evil by giving up belief in God's knowledge, His goodness or His power.  Nahum wants to 

reassure them on all three points. 

 

Well then, if God is good and just, He does know what's going on, and He is powerful enough to achieve 

His purposes, then why have the cruel Assyrians prevailed without God acting?  I think the fourth thing that 

Nahum said about God in the first few verses addressed that.  "The Lord is slow to anger ..."  The problem 

of evil is partly a function of God's long suffering mercy.  Because He gives so many opportunities to repent 

and change, it can sometimes appear as though He isn't going to do anything.  He isn't weak, He does care, 

and He knows exactly what is happening - and when His patience has finally been exhausted, He will act.  

Nahum, make sure My people understand that unless they themselves repent, what is going to happen to 

Assyria will also befall them!!  So Nahum marched not to Nineveh, but to Jerusalem instead. 

 

The next thing that I took note as I read this morning was what I will call linkage that exists in Nahum (and 

most Books of the Bible) between what precedes it and what follows as well.  I don't know about you, but 

one of the things that has really impressed me as we have been studying in Know the Word is the degree of 

familiarity that biblical writers have with other portions of scripture.  God can constantly choose to speak 

through people who were already saturated by what He had said to other writers of scripture.  Nahum says, 

"The Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished." - That is a direct quotation from Exodus 34:7.  Then, a few 
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verses later, I noticed these words: "Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news" - 

that sounds a lot like Isaiah 52 and it also sounds like Romans chapter 10 where Paul quoted Isaiah and 

alluded to Nahum.  There is linkage here then between Nahum and the Old Testament Books which 

proceeds it and the New Testament Books which will follow it. 

 

Nahum's prophetic abilities show through in this Book as well.  Let me read you what Stuart Briscoe says 

about Nahum in his book Taking God Seriously: "Chapter 3 contains a clean-cut historical reference.  The 

kings of Assyria had come right down all the way into Egypt.  They had overthrown Babylon and occupied 

Egypt, they had taken over Judah with the exception of Jerusalem.  They were all conquering.  At one stage 

they had overcome the Egyptian city of Thebes which was very similar to their own city.  But notice what 

Nahum says to them: 'Are you better than Thebes, situated on the Nile, with water around her?  The river 

was her defense.  The waters her walls.  Cush and Egypt were boundless strength.  Put and Libya were 

among her allies."  Cush is Ethiopia.  Put is Somalia.  

 

"Do you see the picture?  God is simply saying to the Assyrians: 'Listen, you know what you did to the city 

of Thebes.  You know what confederacy backs them up.  They led Ethiopia, Libya, and Somalia on their 

side - as well as Egypt.  Everyone was ganging up against you but you went in there and you overthrew 

Thebes.  And the city of Thebes knew it was secure because of its fortresses, moats, and canals.  You're 

exactly the same.’ 

 

"The point is this, if you could do that to Thebes, what can Jehovah do to you?  And then Nahum goes on to 

say:  ‘All your fortresses are like fig trees with their first ripe fruits.  When they are shaken, the figs fall into 

the mouth of the eater.  Look at your troops - they are all women!  The gates of your land are wide open to 

your enemies, fire has consumed their bars.  Draw water for the siege, strengthen your defenses.  Work the 

clay, tread your mortar, repair the brickwork.  There the fire will devour you, the sword will cut you down 

and like grasshoppers consume you.’ 

 

“Of course this is exactly what happened.  The enemies of Assyria, the Babylonians, and the Medes formed 

a confederacy and worked their way up to Nineveh.  At a critical moment, the Tigris River on which the city 

was built, rose to flood level.  So fast was the flood that it demolished the fortresses - the walls.  And this is 

not only a biblical fact - it is historically confirmed as well.  The whole city was destroyed.  The day before, 

the people of Nineveh were enjoying a victory over those who were laying siege to their city.  They had a 

party that night, an orgy.  As they became drunk, the river flooded and the walls fell down.  In the midst of 

their orgy, when the soldiers came in, their army was as defenseless as women.  They were chewed right up. 

 The city was completely overthrown and decimated.  God had said this would happen - and it did.” 

 

“Those who are skeptical about the minor prophets usually believe everything that the historians write.  I'm 

not quite sure why.  But...[this] is historically verifiable.  This is literally what happened to the city of 

Nineveh.  The Assyrians were utterly and totally overthrown.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

   


