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WEEK 58, DAY 1                           Isaiah 52 - 53 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to week 58 of Know the Word!  Today we are standing on 

holy ground indeed as we read the greatest of the servant songs (and yes, Isaiah 53 is one of the great chapters 

of the Bible).  Let me begin this morning by telling you a story.  Many years ago now I met a very brilliant 

young man with a Ph.D. in psychology.  He was directing a well-known Christian counseling center and we 

had employed him to develop and teach a class in counseling in our church's Lay Institute of the Bible.  One 

day he told me the story of his conversion.  This man had been raised in an Orthodox Jewish home and taught 

to avoid everything that had anything to do with Christianity.  His parents were so adamant about this that he 

had been taught to go around the block if necessary to avoid even walking past a Christian church.  His first 

real encounter with Christians came while he was hitchhiking through Europe on his honeymoon.  Through a 

remarkable set of circumstances that in retrospect he understood to be the sovereign working of God, he 

found himself staying for a brief time at the Dutch L'Abri - a Christian place where a great many brilliant 

people came to ask deep question about the scriptures.  This young doctor's first response was less than 

enthusiastic as the residents of that place shared the gospel of Christ with him.  Just before he was to leave the 

place, however, one of the leaders read to him the servant song which begins with verse 13 of chapter 52 

continuing through chapter 53.  "What do you think of that?" he asked.  My friend's response was immediate.  

"That could have been written by anyone who was there or knew about the crucifixion of Jesus."  Then the 

Christian showed him that he was reading from the Old Testament book of Isaiah -- a passage that was 

written more than 700 years before Christ's birth!  That was the beginning of the events that led this brilliant 

Jewish doctor into the kingdom of the true Messiah.  This passage has been used by the Spirit of God in the 

same way hundreds and hundreds of times! 

 

The chapters are divided badly here, for the servant song which includes chapter 53 actually begins toward 

the end of Isaiah 52.  I hope that you noticed it both begins and ends on a note of high triumph.  "See" it 

starts, "my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted."  And it ends, "After the 

suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied...I will give him a portion among the great, 

and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death."  It is not very hard to 

see that last part as a reference to the resurrection of Christ because it talks about the death of the suffering 

servant and then says that after that the servant will celebrate victory!  While the word resurrection is never 

used or the idea clearly stated, it is certainly implied especially when the song is read in the light of 

subsequent history!! 

 

Well, the identification of the servant of the Lord is not too difficult in this song.  It is possible, I suppose, in 

some of the earlier servant songs to believe that the "servant" is the nation of Israel or some other unidentified 

individual.  It is not possible here.  There is no question.  The suffering servant is Jesus Christ.  It is my 

opinion that along with Psalm 22, Isaiah 53 stands as the most remarkable and specific piece of Messianic 

prophecy in the whole Old Testament.  The fact that this chapter exists - written more than 700 years before 

its fulfillment is one of the single strongest arguments that I could ever hope to find for both the phenomena 

of prophecy and for the supernatural nature of the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 

 

There are three major things that I want to be sure you understand about this remarkable passage of scripture.  

The first, as we have already noted, is its significance as a prophetic passage.  It is so obvious that it simply 

can't be denied.  The rejection of the servant, the death of the servant, verse 9 is particularly graphic -- he was 

assigned a grave with the wicked...(Jesus was crucified between two criminals) and with the rich in His death 

(Christ was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea).  "He did not open his mouth.  He was led like a lamb 

to the slaughter."  It all fits!  There is a remarkable prophecy. 

 

The second observation, however, is probably even more important because while there are other Old 
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Testament passages which prophecy concerning the life of Christ, and one, Psalm 22, which does so in even 

more graphic detail than Isaiah 53, there is no other Old Testament passage which speaks to us, as this 53rd 

chapter of Isaiah does about the meaning and the purpose of Christ's death.  This servant song actually 

interprets the death of Christ in advance of its occurrence.  (Remember our prophecy – fact and interpretation 

pattern?  This passage gives prophecy and interpretation together and that makes it quite unique.)  Listen to 

some of what is said: The servant will "sprinkle" many nations.  That is only a hint but it is such an unusual 

expression that it catches our attention.  The primary idea behind that word "sprinkle" in the Old Testament 

was the idea of sprinkling the blood of sacrifices.  That was done to cleanse and to consecrate with sacrificial 

blood items and people that were polluted by sin and unfit in and of themselves to be used by God.  Well that 

is what Christ's death accomplished for us.  Verse 4 of chapter 53 carries on the interpretation of Christ's 

death.  "Surely he took up our infirmities (our sicknesses) - (more about that phrase in a little while), "and 

carried our sorrows...he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 

that brought our peace was upon him."  The hammering repetition of the pronoun there leaves us in no doubt 

that Christ didn't die for Himself, He died for us.  53:6 sums it up so well.  "All we, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all."  The New 

Testament says Christ died for our sins.  That idea is rooted in the prophecy of Isaiah 53.  Verse 8 says "He 

was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken."  Christ died for 

our sins and again in verse 10 it says, the Lord made the servant a guilt offering - a sacrifice.  In verse 11 it 

pops up yet again.  "My righteous servant will justify many and he will bear their iniquities."  Just to make 

sure we get it, the last sentence of the song is: "For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors." 

 

I believe that once before I shared with you a simple alliteration to help remember what the scripture teaches 

about the death of Christ.  I did that with reference to the New Testament teaching about the cross, but now I 

repeat it with the wonderful recognition that all of it points are reflected in Isaiah 52-53 as well.  Here it is 

again.  Jesus' death was voluntary.  The servant of Isaiah 53 voluntarily accepts the rejection, the blows, the 

suffering, and the death that comes.  He accepts it all voluntarily or else He would not have accepted it 

silently.  He is the suffering servant because He chooses to be.  What happened to Jesus did not take Him by 

surprise.  He knew the prophecies in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.  He predicted His own death.  It wasn't an 

unplanned accident or a terrible twist of fate.  When Jesus walked up to Jerusalem that last Passover He told 

the disciples, "I'm going there to die."  He chose death so we could have life. 

 

Next, Jesus' death was vicarious.  The other word for vicarious is "substitutionary."  That is why we talk 

about the "substitutionary atonement."  He died for us.  That's why He is called a lamb led to the slaughter.  In 

the religion of ancient Israel you sacrificed the lamb in your place.  It died so you wouldn't have to.  Jesus is 

the Lamb of God.  When we read the gospel of John and hear John the Baptist calling Jesus the Lamb of God 

we will remember the teaching of Isaiah 53 and realize that John understood at that point what was really 

going on here.  When Jesus died He bore our sins.  He died in our place.  That's the heart of the gospel. 

 

Finally, Jesus' death was victorious.  The sacrifice was accepted.  The atonement was effective and the proof 

was the resurrection.  Voluntary, vicarious, victorious.  I feel sure that you will be able to remember those 

three words and explain the real meaning of the cross to others. 

 

A few moments ago I noted that in verse 4 it says He took on Himself not only our sins but our infirmities or 

sicknesses as well.  I want you to remember that in Matthew chapter 8, in a passage describing Jesus' healing 

ministry, Matthew trotted out his favorite phrase.  "This was done to fulfill the scripture .." and then he 

quoted Isaiah 53:14.  So what?  Well, it clearly means that Christ's death not only released the power to 

forgive our sins but also to heal our diseases and that is why we believe in divine healing and why we pray 

and ask Christ to heal people that are sick.  It does not mean that every single time we ask for healing we will 
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get it, but it does show that God's concern for us is more than just for the spiritual part of us.  He cares about 

our bodies too and we can legitimately pray about sickness, injury, and disease. 

 

Our time is gone (as usual) but let me just note one more thing about this great servant song.  It also reminds 

us of what it means to be a servant.  We are called to be servants just like Jesus and if we pay attention to that 

call it will mean: 1) submitting ourselves to the will of God.  That isn't always easy to do.  2) It will also mean 

suffering.  You cannot be a servant of God without risking (and experiencing) suffering.  It's part of the job 

description.  Part of the territory!!  "All who live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution..."  "Don't 

expect" Jesus said, "that you will be treated any differently than they treated Me - a servant is not greater than 

his master."  Finally being a servant also means living for others instead of ourselves.  I probably forget that a 

score of times every day, but it too, is part of the job description of a servant.  He or she lives for others.  

Jesus did.  So must we. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 58, DAY 2                      ISAIAH 54-56 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah chapters 54-56 and have continued our tour 

through this great gospel of the Old Testament.  We are coming toward the end of this wonderful Book and 

have passed the high point of its mountaintops with our study yesterday, but there is still more for us to see 

and learn and I know that today's readings would not have disappointed you. 

 

As Isaiah the prophet peers into the future, he now is looking past the chastisement that the Lord will bring 

upon His disobedient people, past the suffering of the exile and on to the time of the re-gathering of the 

people of Judah.  That, at least, is the focus of chapter 54 and chapter 55.  In chapter 56 something even more 

wonderful than that is in view as Isaiah sees a day when the salvation that came through Abraham to Israel is 

actually freely offered to others to all the nations of the world.  That would have been a revolutionary thought 

to a good many godly Jews of Isaiah's day - (It was still a revolutionary thought to a good many godly Jews 

of Paul's day!)  But it is totally consistent with everything that God ever said He was going to do from the 

time of Abraham onward - "through you," He told Abram, "All the nations of the earth will be blessed."  You 

are blessed to be a blessing.  The Great Commission that Jesus gave to His disciples on the day He ascended 

into heaven is the next level of extension that finally ends in the Book of Revelation with the picture of all 

creation prostrate before the Lamb that was slain singing "worthy is the Lamb to receive honor and glory and 

blessing and power." 

 

The call in Chapter 54 to Zion, pictured as a woman living in her own tent is to "Enlarge the place of your 

tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes."  In other 

words, spread out and take over the earth in the name of your God!!  Do you see how consistent God's 

purpose and plan always is?  To Adam and Eve in the garden He says be fruitful and multiply - fill the earth 

and rule it for Me!!  But sin enters in and the plan is marred almost from its inception.  Mankind does not 

(and cannot) do what God has commanded.  After sin has run its rapid and ruinous course in Genesis 6 we 

find God setting His love and purpose for mankind upon Noah.  The flood is His judgment against sin and 

after the flood God repeats the plan and the identical words He gave to Adam, this time to Noah.  But again 

sin mars the plan.  Babel is a direct rebellion against God's plan.  God says, “Fill the earth.”  The people of 

Babel say, “Let's concentrate here.”  God says, “Rule over the earth in My name.”  The people of Babel say, 

"Let's make a name for ourselves - we'll build a tower that reaches heaven."  To Abraham God repeats the 

plan and the charge is given and Abraham is faithful - but his descendants Israel forget.  Finally God sends 

them into captivity with the voice of Isaiah ringing in their ears.  "When you get back remember what I've 
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given you isn't for you alone.  It's for sharing, lengthen the cords, strengthen the stakes!  Let the foreigners 

share!  Make my house a house of prayer for all people."  It's interesting, isn't it, that those words from Isaiah 

56 pop back up in the gospels on the lips of Jesus as He drives the money changers out of the court of the 

Gentiles where the outsiders, the "others" for whom God's heart still yearned were invited to come and 

worship.  After the resurrection it's the Great Commission, preach the gospel "to every creature," and when 

the first church gets too comfortable in Jerusalem to do what He told them, God allows a persecution to drive 

them from Jerusalem into Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth.  I'd say that is a consistent 

message and as I look at my own life and the life of our church my observation is that while we apprehend it 

intellectually and pay strong lip service to it, we forget it very consistently as we regularly crowd our lives so 

full of Christian activities and events that we exclude the foreigners just as surely as ancient Israel was prone 

to do. 

 

Today, this week, don't forget the foreigners.  Lengthen the cords.  Expand the tent.  Let's get ready to take 

over some more territory and claim it for the King to whom it rightfully belongs!!  

 

I'm sure that you noticed the description of the rebuilt Jerusalem in chapter 54.  It is figurative language 

meant to remind Israel of how valuable they were in God's eyes.  "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not 

comforted, I will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires.  I will make your 

battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all your walls of precious stones."  That's very 

similar to a description in Revelation 21 of the new Jerusalem that God will make to house the whole of His 

blood-bought family for eternity.  John the Revelator had his mind steeped in the Old Testament scriptures 

and when he saw the vision of what God was going to do it was to the image of scripture already stored in his 

mind that he turned for the words to describe what he saw.  In other words John, Paul, Peter and the other 

New Testament writers, as well as the saints of all the ages, had their minds and hearts so full of the Word of 

God that it formed the "grid" through which everything they saw and experienced was interpreted.  I want to 

be that kind of person.  I want my heart and mind (and yours) to be so full of God's word that it colors 

everything I see and know.  After 58 weeks of Bible study I know that it is starting to happen for you.  

Reading chapter 55 of Isaiah was a little like discovering a treasure trove of scripture quotations.  The 

invitation with which it begins is very familiar - and I might add very appropriate to our own society!  

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, 

buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor 

on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest 

of fare."  What an appropriate invitation even in our own day!  It is very similar to the one Jesus gave when 

He stood on the first day of the feast of tabernacles and invited everyone who was thirsty to come to him and 

drink.  The basis for that invitation and for the one given in John 4 to the thirsty woman in Samaria to drink 

His "living water" is surely found in the opening verses of Isaiah 55. 

 

The second invitation of Isaiah 55 is equally well known.  "Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on 

him while he is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the Lord, 

and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon."  Once again the invitation is both 

relevant and compelling in our own day - just as much as in  Isaiah's. 

 

That paragraph is followed by an excellent bit of pure theology relating to the nature of God.  "For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."  If we could only 

remember that great truth we might be more inclined to trust God and less quick to question and second guess 

Him! 

 

The fourth familiar portion of Isaiah 55 relates to the promise that is given in the form of a statement about 
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the Word of God.  "So it is with my word, that goes out from my mouth.  It will not return to me empty.  But 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it."  There is a whole lot of important 

theology tied up in that little package as well.  God's purposes are never thwarted.  His plan is never 

overturned.  Not by a rebellious nation, or a despotic ruler like Nebuchadnezzar, Nero, or Hitler - and 

certainly not by the likes of you and me.  God's eternal purposes stand. 

 

The last familiar verses of chapter 55 are the ones we sometimes sing in the chorus:  "You will go out in joy 

and be led forth in peace.  The mountains and the hills will break forth before you.  There will be shouts of 

joy and all the trees on the field will clap, will clap their hands."  Those words of joy and promise would have 

been pretty meaningful to the servant Isaiah, to the faithful Jews who stood on the wrong side of a 70 year 

captivity and the promise that God's words are always fulfilled and never thwarted would have given their 

children great hope and peace as they endured the period of affliction. 

 

The chapters we read today ended on a somber note, however, because though the long range future would be 

bright for God's people, the short term prediction was punishment and exile because the watchmen of Israel -- 

the religious leaders were blind, asleep, uncaring, and selfish.  "Come, each one cries, let me get wine!  Let us 

drink our fill of beer!  And tomorrow will be like today, or even far better."  That too has an all too 

contemporary ring to it.  A lot of watchmen today are asleep and because of their foolishness, millions of 

unsuspecting people, many of them church goers who think themselves to be Christians are rushing headlong 

toward their doom with no one to sound the warning.  We must rise up and be the watchmen.  The challenge 

is to us!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 58, DAY 3                     ISAIAH 57-59 
 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah chapters 57-59.  It is exciting to realize that this 

week we are going to finish reading the Book of Isaiah.  That excites me because it will be such a milestone 

for many of you who had never read this wonderful Book before.  I know without a doubt that your life and 

your walk with God will be greatly enriched because of the things that you have learned in the 66 chapters of 

Isaiah's great book. 

 

There is no doubt at all in my mind as I speak to you this morning that many lives will be greatly enriched 

just by the passages we read today and by the things we will be talking about in the next ten minutes.  God's 

Word continually challenges and changes us and it is about to change some of you in a powerful way!! 

 

I suppose that the first thing I want to notice with you about what we read is the description of how bad things 

were in Judah in the time of Isaiah.  It was pretty grim.  Here are some of the particular sins for which the 

people who bore the name of God were indicted: occult practices, sexual immorality, a spirit of mockery, 

idolatry (the worship of false gods), child abuse - in particular the sacrifice of children to idols, no concern for 

truth, justice or obedience to the laws of God: "So justice is driven back and righteousness stands a distance; 

truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot enter.  Truth is nowhere to be found and whoever shuns evil 

becomes a prey."  That's a description of Jerusalem in Isaiah's day.  But it is also is a good description of 

Washington D.C. in our day - indeed of America in general.  And Isaiah says, it looks very much as though 

God either doesn't know what's going on or is unable to do anything to stop it.  That does sound 

contemporary, doesn't it? 

 

I don't know if any of you have even taken an introductory course in philosophy, but if you have you will 
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have at some point been introduced to what is usually called "the problem of evil."  The argument runs 

something like this.  Christians have always claimed that God is all good, all knowing, and all powerful but 

the existence of evil in the world poses an insurmountable problem to that belief set.  If God is all good then 

He will surely want to deal with evil.  If He is all knowing He will know exactly what is going on and if He is 

all powerful then the resources to deal with the problem are at his disposal.  If then, God does not act to 

restrain or remove evil from the world, He must be deficient in one of those three categories of goodness, 

knowledge, or power.  Well, apparently the wisdom of man with regard to the problem of evil hasn't changed 

at all in the last 2700 years because that is exactly the "problem" to which Isaiah is speaking in chapter 57.  

Behold the arm of the Lord is not too short to save (that addresses the power side) nor his ear too dull to hear 

(that's knowledge) but your iniquities have separated you from your God, your sins have hidden His face 

from you so that He will not hear (this is the goodness issue.  It's not God's goodness that's defective, it is 

your rebellion that causes the problem).  Isaiah is saying throughout this passage -- people wake up.  Dealing 

with evil in this world is your responsibility.  God delegated it to you!!  Don't just bemoan it!  Change it!  

That's the spirit behind the powerful passage in chapter 58.  "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to 

loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  

Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter -- when you see the 

naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  Then your light will break forth 

like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory 

of the Lord will be your rear guard.  (Just like when Israel left Egypt!)  Then you will call, and the Lord will 

answer; you will cry for help, and he will say:  ‘Here am I.’"  What is God saying here?  Are things falling 

apart spiritually in your society?  Well, remember the words of Samuel to Saul?  "To obey is better than 

sacrifice!"  Start obeying the commands of the Lord and watch how quickly things will change!!  The 

overwhelming presence of evil in your society is not because God isn't good anymore, or because He doesn't 

know what is happening or because His power to change it is somehow limited.  It is because you (as my 

people) are not obeying My word.  Try that for a while and see if things don't change!! 

 

Now there is another thought which must be added to all of this.  It is buried away in chapter 59 verses 15-19.  

That passage, after reflecting upon the unwillingness of God's people to do what is right, says that when the 

Lord saw that there was no one to do justice, no one to intervene and halt the unrighteousness of Isaiah's 

society, "His own arm worked salvation for him and his own righteousness sustained him.  He put on the 

garments of battle and brought justice, vengeance, and retribution, - judgment to his foes."  Again, that is a 

pattern with which we are becoming very familiar in scripture.  We saw it in the story of the flood, again at 

Sodom and Gomorrah and it is right through the Bible all the way through the Book of Revelation.  God lays 

down the pattern.  He looks for people to obey it.  When large numbers ignore it, He raises up a few righteous 

to defend it.  If that doesn't happen, after a long period in which His patience must be satisfied (2 Peter says 

He waits a long time before judging because He gives people many opportunities to repent.  That is what 

Romans 2:4 says as well).  Then finally He judges sin.  He executes judgment.  He sets things right.  That is 

God's way.  But remember, when He finally does act with respect to judging evil He does so decisively.  If 

you need to be reminded of that again I suggest you go back and read chapter 1 of the Book of Romans. 

 

So then the solution for society in a time of spiritual decline is for God's people to repent and start obeying 

His laws.  And how do we get them to do that?  Did you notice the intercessory prayer of Isaiah in chapter 59:  

"For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, and 

we acknowledge our iniquities:   rebellion and treachery against the Lord, turning our backs on God..." Isaiah 

is identifying with sins of the people of God.  He is praying a prayer of confession and repentance on their 

behalf.  Jeremiah, when we read his book, does something very like this, and we found Moses doing the same 

thing in our study of the Pentateuch.  Jesus, in a much fuller way of course, took our sins upon Himself also. 

 

There is a great deal of instruction here for us if we will take it.  Our world is so much like Isaiah's, and the 
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church like Israel in his day is asleep and weak because of a lack of obedience.  If only the church would 

obey revival would follow, but how do we make that happen?  We cannot command a spirit of repentance for 

our church - we cannot make the church confess its sins.  But we can intercede when we pray - and like Isaiah 

and Jeremiah, like Jesus and Moses, we can identify ourselves with the sins of the church and confess our 

sins before God.  Now please understand this is no magic formula.  Neither Isaiah or Jeremiah saw any great 

and lasting revival in their own day and for that matter neither did Moses, but nevertheless they are models 

for us, models of intercessory prayer and they show to us a starting place.  We begin in prayer. 

 

Now I'm sure that a good many of you noted with me that fasting was mentioned in chapter 58.  It was 

denounced by the prophet because it was not sincere fasting -- it was not accompanied by true repentance and 

obedient behavior.  Please also note, however, that nothing is said negatively here about the practice of 

fasting itself.  That is not the issue here.  the Bible never opposes that.  In fact here, as we saw in the Sermon 

on the Mount, there seems to be an assumption that God's people will fast, that it will be a normal, if not a 

regular, practice for the true follower of the Lord.  I know that we have talked about this before, but I want to 

encourage each one of you to consider the value of the biblical practice of fasting.  The kind of fasting 

Isaiah's readers were doing was useless - a ritualistic attempt to manipulate God.  It was not God's chosen 

fast, but there is a kind of fasting He does choose, does endorse, and does bless.  I know that fasting is a 

spiritual discipline that is very much out of vogue.  Not many people do it.  But friends, it is also true that as 

Christians we are much weaker than we ought to be.  We have little holiness and little strength and little 

power and we bear only a little fruit for the kingdom of God.  "Why are we not more holy?," John Wesley, a 

regular faster, asked a group of preachers.  His answer was "chiefly because we are enthusiasts looking for 

the end without the means."  Could it be that one of the means God has provided for our growth in holiness 

and power is fasting, and we are weaker than we ought to be because we do not use the "means" He has given 

us? 

 

Arthur Wallis writes, "Among great Bible saints who fasted were Moses the lawgiver, David the king, Elijah 

the prophet, and Daniel the seer.  In the New Testament we have the example of our Lord as well as of His 

apostles.  It clearly had its place in the life of the early churches ...  Some of the great saints of church history 

have practiced fasting and testified to its value, among them the great Reformers such as Luther, Calvin, and 

Knox.  The custom has not been confined to any theological school.  Here we find Jonathan Edwards, the 

Calvinist, joining hands with John Wesley the Armenian and David Brainerd having fellowship with Charles 

Finney ..." 
1
 (Wallis God's Chosen Fast, p. 10-11) 

 

In the New Testament and through the history of the church, fasting has been a channel for God's power.  I  

believe it still is!   

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

WEEK 58, DAY 4                      ISAIAH 60-63 
 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah chapters 60-63 and tomorrow we will finish this 

magnificent Book of God's holy word.  Not everything we have read this month has been easy, but I know 

that every single day we have spent with Isaiah has brought blessing and help to me.  I trust that it has been 

the same for you. 

 

Reading Isaiah 60-63 this morning finds us once again casting our gaze with that of God's ancient seer into 

what was for Isaiah the far distant future -- into the millennium and perhaps beyond it to the new heaven and 

the new earth.  I would hasten to add that what for Isaiah was the far distant future might well be only just 
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around the corner for you and me.  The day of Christ's return hastens my beloved friends and soon, perhaps 

very soon, all that Isaiah saw in his heart we will see with our eyes.  ("Even so, come, Lord Jesus".) 

 

In Isaiah's description of the glory of Zion that is to come when God's program for the nations has run its 

course, there is a lot of imagery that reminds me of the end of the Book of Revelation and in particular the 

description that Isaiah's successor John gives of the New Jerusalem - the new heavens and new earth.  After 

attempting to describe the city in terms of precious stones (an exercise which earlier this week we also traced 

to the Book of Isaiah) John writes these words: "I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine upon it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  

The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone 

who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life" 

(Revelation 21:22-26). 

 

Does that sound anything like what you read today?  You bet it does.  Once again the words of the New 

Testament author find their roots in the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. 

 

Is Isaiah -- using very much the same language as John in Revelation, talking about the millennial kingdom 

here, when after Christ's return but before the creation of the new heavens and new earth, Christ will reign 

upon the earth from Jerusalem with His saints - a period of time during which sin is subjugated on the earth 

as Satan is kept bound for 1000 years and in which all the nations will give them allegiance and honor to 

Christ, a time when Jerusalem will be the capital of the world - and a time for which Isaiah in chapter 62 

fervently prays and enjoins us to pray as well: "Give (God) no rest, Isaiah cries, until he establishes Jerusalem 

and makes her the praise of the earth", or is Isaiah, like John, speaking here in familial language about the 

final period of history - the new heaven and new earth?  As you might expect there are some different 

opinions on that score.  What is very certain is that the language of Revelation 21 comes from Isaiah 60. 

 

Before we leave the subject of the dependence of the Book of Revelation upon the Book of Isaiah, it would 

probably be worth our while to note another evidence of the same thing found in Isaiah 63 which in its 

description of God's day of vengeance and redemption provides at least some of the imagery that pops up in 

Revelation 19.  There Jesus is pictured riding on a white horse "dressed in a robe dipped in blood" treading 

"the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God."  Revelation 19 builds on Isaiah 63. 

 

Way back in chapter 42, when we began to look at the servant songs, we noted that everyone recognizes four 

servant songs and that some see Isaiah 61:1-3 as a fifth one.  The word servant isn't used here and the passage 

is different than the others because the "servant" isn't being spoken about, he is doing the speaking!  

Technically, I don't think it is like the other servant songs, but even if we don't put it in the same bundle with 

them, it is clearly Messianic in nature.  It is the servant speaking and He is talking about His mission.  Some 

commentators have attempted to explain the first part of chapter 61 by saying that these verses apply 

primarily to Isaiah himself.  Their view is that it is the prophet upon whom the Spirit of the Lord has come 

and that He is the one who is bestowing beauty for ashes with the good news of his message.  That 

interpretation might work except for the fact that Jesus gives us the definitive interpretation from his own 

lips.  Luke tells us that after the temptation experience Jesus returned to Galilee and there began His ministry 

by attending the synagogue in Nazareth and reading from the scroll of Isaiah.  This is what he read: "The 

spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed and to 

proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  And when he had finished reading from Isaiah 61, he looked at the 

people of Nazareth and said, "This day the scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  I am the fulfillment -- I am 
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the servant of the Lord about whom Isaiah prophesied!  This is what I have come to do.  For Jesus to have 

chosen to make His first public statement by reading and claiming those verses is extremely significant!  It's 

like saying whatever else I say and do is to be viewed through the lens of this mission statement.  I am God's 

servant and this is what I'll do. 

 

I didn't know if you noticed it or not but Jesus intentionally stopped reading in the middle of a sentence.  The 

part He left out was this, "and [to proclaim] the day of vengeance of our God."  He did that of course because 

bringing judgment or vengeance would not be a function of his first coming but of His Second Coming. 

 

These verses from Isaiah 61 were a part of my ordination vows and that was especially appropriate because 

every pastor - indeed every Christian ought to view their own calling and sense of purpose in the light of 

Christ's own perspective.  If you are also a servant of God, this is what servants do.  Now, don't just say yes, 

yes that's good - what's next?  Think about it a little.  Jesus said, My goal is to be a servant to: the poor, the 

brokenhearted, the captives, the prisoners.  That is who I have come to reach.  Aren't those the very people 

that we often try to avoid?  If we are really truthful I am afraid that the answer to that question is yes.  It's 

true, but why?  I think the reason is because those are the neediest people around and needy people make 

demands upon our time, our energy and our resources and sometimes our sensibilities that we are just not 

prepared to deal with.  It costs too much!  If I "get involved" with that poor dysfunctional family it will mean 

spending hours and hours helping them learn to help themselves, and I just don't have time for that!  If I reach 

out to that hurting person whose husband or wife just divorced them, it might mean that they will want to 

depend "too much" on me.  See when you help needy people, the price tag can get very high.  Just ask Jesus 

what it cost Him!  Far too often, we are willing to minister only within some rather clearly defined limits.  I'll 

give this much of myself, but no more.  In light of Jesus' purpose statement found in Isaiah 61 and articulated 

again in the synagogue at Nazareth, maybe we will need to do some heavy praying about this. 

 

One question yet remains with regard to this challenging call to ministry and that is "why".  Why these 

people?  I'm sure there are several reasons that the true servant might immediately give, but one of the most 

obvious is this: because these are the people who are ready to acknowledge that they have a need that is 

bigger than their own resources and abilities to meet needs.  Jesus said that only sick people are willing to call 

for the physician so He, the great Physician, came looking for the people who knew they were sick. 

 

In ministering to these people, we are giving to those who sometimes have nothing to give back in return.  

When out of love, God's love, we give to them, we are sharing the heart of Jesus -- we too have become the 

servants of God! 

 

Our passage today was full of glorious hope.  It ends with a prayer.  All that Isaiah has seen by faith and 

faithfully reported is on the other side of a tremendous affliction.  Even though he cannot see it now, even 

though it will be a long time coming and Isaiah knows that in his physical body he will experience 

persecution and death before it comes, he is confident that what God has showed him will come to pass.  His 

prayer - which we will finish reading tomorrow, reflects that faith - rooted in what God has done in the past 

and focused on what he has promised for the future. 

 

Our time is gone, but I just want in closing to call your attention to the fact that in the prayer of chapter 63, 

Isaiah says that in the Exodus, during the wilderness wanderings of Israel, it was the Holy Spirit who was 

present and working among the people of God.  Just store that idea someplace in your memory bank because 

the full teaching of the Bible is that all three members of the trinity are involved in what the other two are 

doing in the great work of redemption.  We would normally associate the Red Sea deliverance with the work 

of God the Father, but here Isaiah links it to the work of the Holy Spirit, and Paul in the New Testament says 

Jesus -- the Son was also active in this period. 
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This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 58, DAY 5                     ISAIAH 64-66 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Well we did it!  Today we read Isaiah 64-66 and finished this great Old 

Testament book!  As I noted earlier this week, I am very excited because I know that for some of you this is a 

huge milestone - the very first time you have systematically read through one of the major Old Testament 

prophetic books, so long that sometimes they seem intimidating.  Because there are passages that are hard to 

understand, we put them aside.  But you have finished reading it from beginning to end and I know you have 

gotten a whole lot more insight into its meaning and value. 

 

I want you to do something for me today.  Even if you are not normally involved in the "digging deeper" 

exercises, I would like for you to take some time today to sit down and reflect on how the Book of Isaiah has 

effected you this month.  Take a blank sheet of paper, sit down in some quiet place and ask God to help you 

remember what you have read, then write.  Just list some of the things you have learned, principles you have 

re-discovered, truths that have new meaning.  I did this myself today and as I cleared my mind after prayer, 

the very first thing that flowed from my pen onto the paper in front of me was the expression "the Holy One 

of Israel."  That name of God has become very important to me this month and I spent awhile trying to put 

some of those thoughts on paper. 

 

Another word I wrote on my paper was the word "vision."  Isaiah was a prophet - a seer to whom God gave 

an enormous amount of faith and hope precisely because he could see what God was doing - he knew where 

history was going and he saw what God wanted to do in, for, and through Israel!  I want to be that kind of 

person - a man of vision!!  If you know where God is going, it's pretty exciting to watch the pieces falling 

into place, and to know that you have a part, a role to play!! 

 

Well, I'm not going to do this exercise for you, but I hope you will set some time aside today to do this.  You 

may be surprised at what God will show you. 

 

In the chapters we read this morning, I found myself riveted to the 64th chapter and especially to the prayer 

with which it all begins.  "Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would 

tremble before you!  As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name 

known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you!  For when you did awesome things that 

we did not expect, you came down and the mountains trembled before you ..." 

 

That is a prayer for revival, for a fresh manifestation of the glory and power of God that will turn the hearts of 

people back to Him.  It comes from the heart of the servant of God in a time of spiritual dullness and decline.  

It affirms that the heart of God is ready to "act on behalf of those who wait for him" but recognizes that God's 

anger has been kindled by the continual sin of His people.  (It is in the context of this prayer that Isaiah 

observes so trenchantly that "all of our righteousness is as filthy rags".)  Think about that verse, understand it 

and you will go a long way to understanding the whole mystery of the Bible.  He bemoans the fact that God's 

people are "prayerless."  "No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you." 

 

This prayer also acknowledges the absolute impotence of the righteous to change the state of affairs in which 

they find themselves: "For you have hidden your face from us...because of our sins."  We are, Isaiah 

recognizes, only "clay" in the hands of the potter.  (That is becoming a rather familiar biblical image for us.) 

The potter can do anything he wants with the clay and the clay has absolutely no say in the matter. 
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Finally the prayer of chapter 64 ends with a cry for mercy as the prophet simply throws himself on the mercy 

of God.  The relevance of all of this to us seems enormous because we stand in exactly the same position that 

Isaiah did.  We are in a society that has violated every principle of godliness and righteousness.  The church 

which should be the instrument of light in darkness is asleep and dull - and, characteristically, it is a 

prayerless church and therefore a powerless church - no one calls upon God's name or strives to lay hold of 

Him.  We are impotent to change the situation - after all we are only the clay - He is the potter. 

 

Friends, all that we can do - and what we must do is to acknowledge our brokenness and pray.  Only God can 

change things and we are helpless before Him.  The question is, will we pray?  Will we cry out for God to 

once again rend the heavens and come down?  I cannot say when or how revival will come again to Christ's 

church or even if.  But I do know every revival that has ever come was preceded by just the kind of broken, 

fervent, helpless prayer that Isaiah 64 models for us.  My friends, it is a call to us to pray.  What can we do?  

We can only pray! 

 

In chapter 65 there is a section in which God promises to create the new heavens and a new earth.  Once 

again we have found the source of imagery that crops up again at the end of the Book of Revelation and once 

again there is a certain amount of ambivalence here because the expression "new heavens and a new earth" 

would seem to orient us to expect him to talk about heaven and the eternal state, but what follows seems 

instead to be a description of the millennial age - a time of wonderful peace - when people again live to 

extraordinary ages and harmony exists between all created things.  But a time that is still human time when 

people do still die and babies still are born.  A wonderful age of grace and favor but still not heaven.  In 

contrast to the present age when prayers, because of sin go unanswered and God sometimes seems far away, 

this future age will be a time when "before they call I will answer and while they are still speaking I will 

hear." 

 

I am certain that you also noticed the very last sentence of Isaiah.  In a book which so much hope and vision I 

would not have expected this for the faithful there is an eternal future of bliss awaiting, but for the rebellious, 

God reminds us in words that Jesus Christ Himself chose to remember, reshape, and repeat.  There will be a 

different - eternal destiny.  There will be a place where "the worm will not die, nor will the fire be quenched."  

In the New Testament that place is called "hell" and though we definitely do not like to think about it, that 

place exists.  It is very real and it will be the eternal place of abode and torment for all who choose to reject 

the revelation of God and the salvation offered freely to all mankind through Jesus Christ our Savior and our 

redeemer. 

 

When everything else is said and the bottom line is drawn, there will only be two groups of people - in 

Genesis they were called the godly line of Seth and the ungodly line of Cain, the righteous and the ungodly.  

In New Testament terms we talk about the saved and the lost.  I want to close our study of Isaiah by reading 

again for you the warning God gives in chapter 65 to the ungodly group: 

 

"This is what the sovereign Lord says: My servants will eat but you will go hungry.  My servants will rejoice 

but you will go thirsty.  My servants will sing but you will cry out from anguish of hearts and wail in 

brokenness of spirit..." 

 

Knowing what the future holds for both the righteous and for the ungodly ought to fill us with immeasurable 

hope, but ought to also fire us with a deep and consuming passion to lengthen the cords and strengthen the 

stakes.  We need to share what we have found with many others who are right now destined for destruction. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 


