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WEEK 57, DAY 1                                       ISAIAH 40 and 41 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Welcome to Week 57 of Know the Word.  Today we read Isaiah 40-

41 and began the second half of the Book of Isaiah.  By now you have probably realized that Isaiah doesn't 

have 80 chapters, so our distinction between the first and second halves of the book is only an approximate 

one, and it has nothing to do with the number of chapters or verses in the Book.  In fact, it has to do with 

content, and the first significant difference between chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66 is signaled by the very 

first words of the section: "Comfort, comfort ye, my people." 

 

Remember now, the overarching theme of the whole book is that the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, is the 

only valid object of our faith and trust.  Within the parameters of that overall message, chapters 1-39 put a 

great deal of emphasis upon the futility of trusting in earthly kings for safety and national security, and upon 

warning Judah (and the surrounding nations as well) about the judgment of God that is coming because they 

have not trusted in Him.  "Woe, woe," are words that well represent that portion of the book!  But now, the 

Lord is beginning this section by saying, "Comfort, comfort my people." 

 

Chapters 1-39 are written to the people of Judah in Isaiah's own day to warn them of the impending 

judgment of God, a judgment that will culminate about 100 years later in the sacking of Jerusalem by the 

armies of Babylon, and the ensuing captivity with which we associate the likes of Daniel and his friends, 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Chapters 40-66 are still written to the people of Judah in Isaiah's day.  

(More about that in just a moment.)  But the focus here is more like 200 years in the future (and then, as we 

have seen before, all the way out to the end of time).  The message is that even though Judah will be judged 

because she has forgotten to keep her part of the covenant she had with God, God has not forgotten His end 

of the covenant and, when the punishment has ended, He will keep all of His promises to Israel.  So, in 

chapters 40-66, speaking comfort to His people through Isaiah, God tells them that the captivity in Babylon 

will end and that they will return to Zion. 

 

The prophecies in this section get very specific.  So specific, in fact, that we will find the very name of the 

king who will release Israel from its captivity and send her home.  Watch for the name Cyrus.  That 

specificity, the incredible accuracy of the pinpoint predictions relating to Israel's release, has caused a whole 

group of scholars to conclude that this portion of Isaiah could not have been written by Isaiah Ben Amoz, 

(the son of Amoz), in the eighth century B.C., and must therefore have been written at least 200 years later, 

after Cyrus issued his edict and sent the Jews home.  The assumption they make is that real supernatural 

prophecy does not occur, and therefore there had to be a second author, a Deutero-Isaiah, who wrote these 

bits of the book not as prophecy, but as a contemporary history of Israel's return. 

 

There are some other differences that these liberal scholars point out as reasons for denying the unity of the 

book.  (I'll try to point some of them out in passing.)  But the main reason is this inability to accept the 

reality of prophecy as a supernatural phenomenon.  If you are digging deeper today, you'll be doing a little 

bit more research on this authorship issue, but all you need to know right now is that arguments for two (or 

even three) authors of Isaiah are built on the assumption that the predictive elements of chapters 40-66 could 

not have been produced by an eighth century author.  Therefore, some parts of the Book date from a much 

later time period. 

 

Okay - now to what we read today.  The 40th chapter of Isaiah (dare I say this again?) is one of the great 

chapters of the Bible.  Its words have echoes in so many places that I can hardly begin to identify them.  If 

you have ever listened to Handel's Messiah, for example, you will be familiar with its first and third 

paragraphs.  There is a tenor solo taken from the first verse.  "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people."  That is 
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immediately followed by the great chorus, "Every valley, shall be exalted..." Then comes the wonderful 

strains of, "O Thou that tellest good tidings to Zion.  Arise and shine."  Later the marvelous duet comes, "He 

shall feed His flock like a shepherd."  Handel's lyricist for the Messiah knew the Old Testament very well 

and He knew that in Isaiah's "gospel" the face of Jesus Christ is never very far beneath the surface of the 

text. 

 

Nestled right between the texts that Handel set to music is the passage assuring Israel that in spite of the 

chastisements He will send, God's purpose and plan for them is still in force: "All men are like grass and all 

their glory is like the flowers of the field.  The grass withers and the flowers fall…The grass withers and the 

flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever."  That passage will ring bells if you've read the letter of 

1 Peter lately, for Peter quotes it almost word for word at the end of the first chapter of his epistle.  (We 

noted before the dependence of Peter's letters on the Book of Isaiah.)  It shows again here. 

 

Almost everyone has memorized the great promise with which this chapter concludes.  "They that wait upon 

the Lord shall renew their strength.  They shall mount up with wings like eagles.  They shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and never faint."  What a great promise, and friends, that promise belongs to us!! 

 

The passage into which that great promise is set is a phenomenal soliloquy in which the Holy One of Israel, 

the God of all creation, invites comparison of His sovereign power with that of any other idol or God that 

might be worshipped.  The chapters of Isaiah's book that we will be reading later this week are among the 

most wonderful in all the Bible relating to the grandeur and the greatness of God Almighty.  There is a great 

similarity between this passage and one found near the end of the Book of Job, in which God shuts the 

mouth of His servant Job by inviting him to, as it were, compare credentials.  The whole purpose here is to 

assure tiny little Israel that her God is big enough and sovereign enough to keep His promises.  "I am the 

Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, ‘Do not fear; I will help you.  Do not be 

afraid, O worm Jacob, O little Israel, for I myself will help you,’ declares the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy 

One of Israel." 

 

The omnipotence of God (remember that long word omnipotence just means "all-powerful") is the subject 

of chapters 41 and 42.  But it is not just the omnipotence of God that is in focus.  It is the omnipotence of 

God versus the impotence of false gods and idols.  ‘I am everything,’ God is shouting at Israel, and they are 

nothing, literally no-thing.  Two times in quick succession in chapter 40 the challenge rings out, "To whom, 

then, will you compare Me?" - To an idol made of wood?  ‘I created the heavens - I sustain the starry host.’ 

"Because of my great power and mighty strength not one of them is missing."  In chapter 41, God summons 

us to a court of law.  "Set forth your case," he shouts to the idol worshippers: "Let the idols tell us what will 

happen next or do something – anything - to prove their reality."  But they can't.  They are nothing.  They 

are less than nothing!  With such mocking words, we are introduced to yet another of the distinguishing 

features of chapters 40-66.  The powerful statements of a strident monotheism - and the utter disdain for any 

polytheistic or idolatrous ideas - are here in a way that we have not previously noted in the Old Testament. 

 

The scholars who would see in the section another, later Pseudo-Isaiah at work, are quick to highlight and 

emphasize this train of thought.  Before the Babylonian exile, they note, Israel and Judah were continuously 

lapsing into idolatry and polytheism -- worshipping other gods and more gods than Jehovah.  After the 

Babylonian captivity, there is never again in the Jewish culture even a hint of polytheism.  In fact, by the 

time of Christ, the Jews are so ardently committed to the notion of one God and only one God, that they 

cannot even countenance the Roman eagle flying on the standards and flags of the legions of Rome.  The 

idea of worshiping an emperor as a kind of ‘deity-in-the-making’ is worth dying to resist.  I am not sure how 

all of the liberal scholars account for this marked change in Israel's attitude, (some of them, borrowing on 
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the philosophy of Hegel and the assumptions which underlie the work of Charles Darwin, see it as a kind of 

evolutionary "leap" forward.)  Whatever the view, the presence of this full-blown monotheistic view here is 

enough to reinforce the view that, these chapters come from a later time than chapters 1-39.  (By the way, if 

you are not too impressed by that evolutionary thinking, I think you can find an equally strident monotheism 

in Genesis 1:1 and every other portion of Scripture as well.) 

 

The last thing that I want you to notice in these two chapters is the fact that Israel here is called "the servant" 

of God.  "But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen...I will strengthen you and help you."  

The theme of the ‘servant of the Lord’ is going to be very prominent in this part of Isaiah, starting with the 

chapters that we will read tomorrow.  It is on the basis of the reference in chapter 41, which is clearly to 

Israel as a group, that some would attempt to make all of the passages known as ‘servant songs’ represent 

the nation of Israel as a whole.  I do not believe they are correct, but we will look at that again tomorrow. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow! 

 

  

WEEK 57, DAY 2                              ISAIAH 42 and 43 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Isaiah 42 and 43, and were introduced to the first of a 

series of Messianic passages in this portion of the Book of Isaiah, that have come to be known as the 

"Servant Songs."  There are four, or perhaps five of them, depending on whether or not the first three verses 

of Isaiah 61 are included in the list - verses 1 through 4 of chapter 42, which we read this morning, the first 

six verses of chapter 49, chapter 50:4-9, and the great passage that begins at the end of chapter 52 and 

includes all of Isaiah 53.  In these passages, there is a description of the servant of the Lord that is very 

different from the description we saw yesterday, which clearly was meant to denote the nation of Israel. 

Listen again while I read the first Servant Song of Isaiah 42.  "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my 

chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.  He will 

not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering 

wick he will not snuff out.  In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till 

he establishes justice on earth.  In his law the islands will put their hope." 

 

God is not talking about a nation here (though I must be honest enough to tell you that since the rise of 

liberal scholarship at the end of the 18th century, there have been a great many scholars who, wishing to 

avoid the conclusion that these are prophecies about Christ, have tried to insist that the servant is the 

nation).  God is talking here about a specific individual.  It is clear enough here; it will be an absolutely 

unavoidable conclusion in the fourth Servant Song that encompasses Isaiah 53.  The truth of the matter is 

that the predominant view, even among Jewish scholars until sometime late in the Middle Ages, was that the 

"servant" of Isaiah's songs was an individual person -- the Messiah.  Among Christian scholars, no one 

ventured any other view until a German writer named Johann Christoph Doderlein in the year 1789.  He 

tried to argue that the ‘servant’ here is the nation of Israel, but even among liberal scholars who deny the 

possibility of predictive prophecy, that view has fallen into disfavor.  More recent scholars, wanting to avoid 

the identification of Isaiah's servant with the Lord Jesus Christ, have argued for people like Eleazar, 

Zerubbabel, Jehoiakim, Moses, Deutero-Isaiah, Ezekiel and Cyrus - among others. 
1
 (The Servant Songs, F. 

Duane Lindsey, p. 14) One commentator argued for three different identifications in successive editions of 

his commentary.  It is clear that the Servant Songs are talking about one specific individual.  To deny that 
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the individual is the Messiah, and attempt to link some other person to the songs, is an exercise in futility.  It 

is the Messiah who is in view!  Well, our historical survey may have some interest, but it is the Bible itself 

that is determinative, and it is very clear that the New Testament writers understood that the "servant" of 

Isaiah's songs was Jesus.  Do you remember the voice that spoke from heaven on the day when Christ was 

baptized?  God spoke.  He said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."  That appears 

to be a combination of Psalm 2 and the first verse of the Servant Song we read today. 

 

"More than once in the course of His ministry, Jesus alluded to the Servant Songs.  Once, James and John… 

asked for the privilege of sitting on either side of Jesus when He was in His glory.  They, perhaps, did not 

understand Jesus' answer: 'You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I drink 

or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?'...Jesus was thinking ahead to the cup of God's 

wrath which He would have to drink, to the baptism of death which He would have to undergo.  The servant 

prophecies were in His mind...then came the decisive statement.  'The Son of Man also came not to be 

served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.'  This is the last servant song in a nutshell.  

(We'll see that later)..." 
2
 
(
Henry Bloch, Songs of the Servant, IVP, p. 16) The point is this.  Jesus found the 

blueprint for His mission in the Servant Songs of Isaiah.  "From them Jesus learned that He would have to 

suffer for us; that He would die for us, as though He were a criminal, under the weight of our sins.  How 

holy the ground we tread when studying the songs" (Bloch, p. 17).  The same thing is evident in the Book of 

Acts.  Four times in just two chapters (Acts 3 and 4) Jesus is called ‘the servant.’  "In fact, this title is so 

prominent that some scholars have said that Christology - the doctrine of the person of Christ - was then 

primarily paidology (from the Greek word for servant).  Jesus was first proclaimed as the servant" (Bloch, p. 

11). 

 

Now I know that I am using an extraordinary amount of time this morning talking about just one brief 

paragraph, but these Servant Songs are of immense importance to biblical theology.  Let me briefly remind 

you of the content of this first Servant Song.  "In the opening verses of the first song, the emphasis falls 

upon the relationship of the servant to God's will...But the main thrust of the first verse is not so much that 

he will be obedient, as that he is the object of God's choice...God says that the servant is the one 'whom I 

uphold.'  The word means ‘hold fast’...then the servant is called 'my chosen,' my elect one...and then the 

Lord says that the servant is one 'in whom my soul delights'…Jesus then is this chosen one, God's elect one. 

 Theologically and practically (and we cannot separate theology from practice), this truth is one on which 

we ought to meditate on much more often than we do…in Christ we also see that election cannot be 

divorced from obedience; in him God is able to delight because He does God's will" (Bloch, p. 26). 

 

Election demands obedience in the servant of God.  You don't have to be a rocket scientist to figure out how 

that observation relates to us.  Peter says it in the first paragraph of his first letter, “You have been chosen 

for obedience.”  There is something else that comes with this election.  It brings "the gift of the Spirit.”  The 

Lord says of the servant, “I have put my spirit upon him...the servant (of Isaiah's songs) will be the 

permanent bearer of God's presence, power and wisdom.  Indeed these three terms - God's presence, God's 

power, and God's wisdom - describe what the gift of the spirit implies" (Bloch, p. 22). 

 

This same servant "is singled out to play a decisive role in the salvation which will be manifest in the last 

days, for the Old Testament promises that it is then that the Spirit will be given" (Bloch, ibid.)  In the song 

we read today, it is the servant who will establish justice on the earth.  Earlier in Isaiah, we found that role 

assigned to the Messiah.  It is not hard to see that the servant and the Messiah are the same person. 
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Chapter 43 focuses our attention on what God will do for His people after the judgment has come.  There 

will be a re-gathering of God's people from the ends of the earth.  Was this fulfilled at the conclusion of the 

Babylonia captivity or perhaps in 1948 when the nation of Israel was reestablished after nearly 2,000 years 

of extinction?  Will there be a still greater fulfillment at the end of the time?  The answer is probably yes, 

yes and yes. 

 

Isaiah tells his people the Babylonians will be judged; God will bring them down. 

 

My favorite verses in this chapter, indeed in the whole Book of Isaiah, are found at the beginning of chapter 

43.  "But now this is what the Lord says - he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 'Fear 

not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.  When you 

walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am the Lord, your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.'"  Just two generations later, on the plains of Dura, Daniel's three 

friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego defied the command of Nebuchadnezzar and were thrown bound 

into a fiery furnace.  Guess what passage of Scripture was echoing through their brains that day?  I have to 

believe they were quoting these precious promises - promises that were kept that day.  They were not alone, 

and they were not burned!  Several years ago now, in a time of great crisis in our family, my wife and I were 

several thousand miles apart, she in Malaysia and I in Australia.  Almost simultaneously, with no 

communication between them, two of God's saints who had never met one another, brought to each of us 

these verses from Isaiah 43, saying that the Lord had impressed them with this passage as a message for us.  

It was, and they will never be forgotten.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 
3
 

WEEK 57, DAY 3                             ISAIAH 44 and 45 

            

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah, chapters 44 and 45.  These are important 

chapters for three reasons.  Let me share these reasons with you now. 

 

First and most importantly, these chapters are important because there is a very real sense in which they sum 

up rather succinctly the main message of the Old Testament to this point.  What I am going to say next will 

sound like a gross oversimplification, and it is, but it is a useful one, so I trust that you will bear with me.  It 

has been suggested that it is possible to view the whole Bible as a three-act play.  In Act one (the Old 

Testament), God is driving home just one main point.  It can be summarized as follows: There is only one 

God and there are no runners up.  He is the God above us.  While there is much more that the Old Testament 

revelations teach us about God, this lesson, that there is one and only one true God, who created all that is, 

and who sovereignly rules over His creation, is absolutely foundational.  It is there in that first grand 

sentence of the Book of Genesis: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth," and it is lurking 

just beneath the surface of virtually every other paragraph of the Bible.  It was this basic truth that Israel had 

such a difficult time mastering.  It was to teach him this rigid monotheism that God removed Abram from 

the polytheistic society of Ur of the Chaldees.  It was to preserve it that the warning went out to Abraham's 

children: ‘do not take for yourselves wives from the Canaanite nation around you.’  It was God's desire to 
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maintain a pure monotheism (that word, by the way, just means a belief in "one God") and it was that desire 

that caused God to insist upon a complete purging of Canaanites from the land in the days of Joshua's 

conquests.  It was because Israel either remembered or forgot this great central truth that she experienced 

blessing and cursing at regular intervals throughout her life as a nation.  In the days of the Judges, through 

the kingdom period, right down through the times of all the prophets, until the Babylonian captivity, about 

which Isaiah had so much to say, it was this simple truth about God that Israel never quite mastered.  

Remember the Shema -- it's found in Deuteronomy 6:  "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one." 

 

It was absolutely critical that Israel finally master this fundamental truth, because the next stage of 

revelation to which God wanted to take them involved the revelation of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the 

second person of the Trinity, no longer God above us, but now God beside us – “Emmanuel” -- God with us. 

 But there would be no way at all for Israel to grasp that next level of revelation, which would come in the 

Gospels and the incarnation of Christ, until Israel first understood the great message of these chapters.  

There is one God only and there are no runners up.  As we read more of our Old Testament, we will 

discover that with the Babylonian exile, the people of Judah finally did learn that great lesson.  That sets the 

stage for the coming of the promised Messiah. 

 

Stage 3 - of God's three-tiered plan of revelation might be described as "God within us."  That, of course, is 

what happened when, after the resurrection and ascension of Christ, He sent, on the day of Pentecost, the 

Holy Spirit, who came to indwell His church, so that we can say with the Apostle Paul, “Christ in you the 

hope of glory.” 

 

Perhaps now you can understand why the two chapters we read today can actually be treated as a summary 

of the whole of Old Testament theology to the time of Isaiah. It is because of this clear and strident 

monotheistic theme, that some liberal scholars see more evidence for a Deutero-Isaiah writing after the 

Babylonian exile, --than for this to have come from an eighth century prophet - when Israel had finally 

learned its lesson and became a rabidly committed nation of monotheists.  The fact is, however, that Isaiah 

was only emphasizing ahead of time the great lesson that God was determined to teach His people - at 

whatever cost.  There is only one God. 

 

Now, the second thing that we need to note together today is a very powerful testimony, embedded in these 

two chapters, to the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are many people, and some whole sects (like the 

Jehovah's Witnesses, for example) who deny that Jesus ever claimed (or the Bible anywhere teaches) that 

Jesus was anything more than the Son of God - a "son" - in the same way that we can be legitimately called 

"sons" of God.  Jesus was much further along on the road to spiritual maturity than us - maybe He had even 

"arrived" at a point of complete perfection and unity with God - whereas we have only moved a little way 

down that road, but, they would say, there is no real qualitative difference between Christ's "sonship" and 

ours. 

 

This portion of the Book of Isaiah demonstrates the fallacy in that kind of thinking.  There are two passages 

here to which I need to call your attention.  Did you take note of verse 6 of chapter 44?  "This is what the 

Lord says - Israel's King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me 

there is no God."  Does that description sound familiar to you?  It ought to recall for you the first chapter of 

the Book of Revelation.  There, Jesus says, "Do not be afraid" (a message very much in line with Isaiah 

chapters 44 and 45) "I am the first and the last".  Those are the exact words of Isaiah 44 and Jesus, in John's 

vision on the Isle of Patmos, takes the words of Jehovah and attaches them to Himself.  That is very clear 

and very pointed. 
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The other part of what we read today is just as striking!  I'm sure you noted it in verse 23 of chapter 45: 

"Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.  They will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone 

are righteousness and truth.."  The connection between this and the great Christological hymn of Philippians 

chapter 2 is obvious.  There, Paul says, "Every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord."  Could it ever be clearer than this?  Paul says, in point blank language, ‘Jesus is Jehovah God of the 

Old Testament.’  In every Old Testament passage that speaks of Jehovah, you can substitute the name of 

Jesus, and you will only be stating what is both obvious and true.  The next time someone comes to your 

door and tells you that the Bible does not teach the deity of Christ, show them Isaiah 44 and 45 and the New 

Testament passages which are drawn from it and ask them to explain.  They won't be able to do that because 

Jesus is Jehovah.  Jesus is God. 

 

Well, as usual, our time is slipping away from us, but we dare not end our time together without noticing the 

name of Cyrus embedded in chapters 44 and 45.  More proof, the Deutero-Isaiah scribes will say.  An eighth 

century B.C. Isaiah could not possibly write the name of the ruler of a nation that had not yet ever come to 

power - two hundred years before that ruler had been born and named.  We won't get into that debate again. 

 Suffice it to say that I believe in prophecy.  It is quite remarkable, that in addition to the naming of the 

pagan ruler, God calls him, in chapter 44 "My shepherd" - who "will accomplish all that I please" and, in 

chapter 45, the "anointed one" of the Lord.  The only similar case of which I can think, in which God uses 

that kind of language to describe a pagan ruler, is the place where he calls Nebuchadnezzar his "servant."  

There are, of course, other examples of God using pagan rulers to accomplish His will, notably Pharaoh in 

the Old Testament, and Augustus Caesar in the New Testament.  This ought to give us great confidence that 

God is still capable of using the rulers of this world to accomplish His divine purposes in history.  He does 

this in Isaiah's words: "so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its going down men may know that 

there is none beside Me."  Next time you sing that chorus, you'll know where it came from!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

  

WEEK 57, DAY 4                     ISAIAH 46, 47 and 48 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah 46-48 and continued the monologue in which 

God compares His reality, power and strength to the unreality, impotence and weakness of idols, which are 

quite literally nothings - "no things" in the eyes of God.  The main message is the very same one we got 

yesterday.  "Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart...”I am God and there is no other.”  “I am God and 

there is none like me...I make known the end from the beginning…what I have said that will I bring about, 

what I have planned that will I do..."  The powerful theme of the omnipotence and sovereignty of God is 

carried throughout the entirety of this great section.  Repetition after repetition, like a carpenter pounding 

home nails, God hammers home the message through Isaiah.  ‘You will go into captivity because you would 

not learn my lessons any other way but never forget, even in Babylon I am in charge, and when you have 

finally learned what I must teach you, I will bring you back, restore you and judge the Babylonians for their 

arrogance and sin.’ 

 

If I had to pull out just one main theme or lesson from what we read today, I would put it something like 

this: If you bear the name of God, be careful how you walk, because He is jealous to protect His glory.  That 

is the message.  "See, I have refined you, though not as silver.  I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.  

For my own sake, for my own sake I do this.  How can I let myself be defamed?  I will not yield my glory to 

another." 
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Memorize that last sentence, my friends.  "I will not yield my glory to another."  That is a very important 

statement which God makes, because it helps us understand His motives and purposes.  A great many 

episodes, events and actions of the Bible, a great deal of church history, are explicable in terms of that one 

simple statement.  God protects His own glory, and if, because you bear His name but do not reflect His 

holiness and righteousness, you live in such a way that His glory is jeopardized in some way, He will move 

to protect it.  God's glory is important.  That is the whole point of the lament at the end of chapter 48.  "This 

is what the Lord says, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 'I am the Lord your God, who teaches you 

what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.  If only you had paid attention to my 

commands, your peace would have been like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea.  Your 

descendants would have been like the sand, your children like its numberless grains; their name would never 

be cut off nor destroyed from before me.'" 

 

"If only" - what tragic words they are.  Here is the point.  God has chosen us, just like He chose Israel.  We 

bear His name.  We are the reflections of His truth, righteousness and glory.  He has instructed us clearly in 

the way in which we are to live.  His precepts are before us.  If we walk in His ways, the benediction of God 

will be evident upon us.  But if we dishonor His name, then God will move to protect His glory, to guard 

His reputation, and we will find ourselves being afflicted and chastised.  That is what Hebrews 10 says so 

very clearly.  And that is what the Babylonian captivity that Isaiah and others, like Jeremiah who followed 

the princely prophet, prophesied concerning.  That was what it was all about!! 

 

Now I know that I am in danger of starting to preach here, so I'll try to restrain myself, but this is a theme we 

have encountered over and over again in the Word of God, and it is a subject that the church in our day does 

not take very seriously.  In fact, we seem nearly as asleep as the ancient Israelites.  And we are just as 

stubborn.  I wonder - what it is that we do to rob God of glory, and who or what we, by our actions and 

attitudes, expect Him to share His glory with?  Just remember, God says: “I will not yield My glory to 

another!!” 

 

Did you notice that God gives us some reasons in these chapters for the phenomenon of prophecy?  One of 

the reasons was so that when things occurred in the realm of human history -- things that God ordained and 

planned from before the beginning of time - Israel, stubborn though she was and unwilling to readily 

acknowledge the hand and work of God, would have to admit that it was God who did these things, if only 

because He had already told them exactly what would happen.  "It's so you won't attribute My 

accomplishments to your lifeless idols.  My glory I will not yield to another!"  Prophecy, then, is another 

way in which God protects His glory, making certain that He is perceived as the true and sovereign God, 

and other "gods" and idols are understood to be worthless and useless bits of wood and stone. 

 

The specific prophecies made in these three chapters are not new ones.  The fall of Babylon has already 

been announced.  One detail, that is perhaps more explicit here than in the oracles that we have previously 

read, relates to the Babylonian preoccupation with sorcery, magic and the occult.  Ancient historians and 

modern archaeologists have supplied us with more than ample confirmation of this addiction.  We will see 

more of this when we encounter the life and times of Daniel, the prophet, who lived among the astrologers 

and soothsayers of Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon.  God is anxious for Babylon to know - years in advance of 

her rise to power - that she will fall, despite the best efforts of all of the magicians upon which she relies.  

The occultists are impotent.  They cannot help.  Babylon will fall. 

 

And when Babylon falls, Israel is enjoined to leave the land of the Chaldeans and return to Judah.  The Lord 

says, "I am bringing my righteousness near, it is not far away and my salvation will not be delayed.  I will 

grant salvation to Zion - my splendor to Israel." 
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Once again, just as we have seen so many times before, there is the assurance that God's ultimate purpose 

for Israel has not changed, and that when the time of chastening has ended, Israel, the chosen people of the 

Lord, will still be the chosen ones.  He will still bless them, not because of their faithfulness, but because of 

His faithfulness!! 

 

I think that I have shared with you just about all that I need to this morning.  There is just one more thing I'd 

like you to notice.  It is the arresting little sentence with which chapter 48 ended.  It was a barbed arrow, 

aimed at Babylon, but it will stick and wound a thousand other targets just as well:  "The Lord says: There is 

no peace for the wicked." 

 

They can seek it and they will, in a thousand different places.  They may look for it in personal wealth or in 

national strength and security.  They may hunt for it in alliances with Assyria or Egypt, Babylon or Rome.  

They may chase it on the whirlwind of fame, or like the preacher of Ecclesiastes, look amidst the 

storehouses of accumulated human wisdom.  But for the wicked, peace is truly the impossible dream.  There 

is no peace for the wicked.  But the invitation of Jesus is, "Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy 

laden and I will give you rest" – “and you will find rest for your soul.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 57, DAY 5                     ISAIAH 49, 50 and 51 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah, chapters 49-51.  I found another familiar 

chorus here today: "Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion and 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.  They shall obtain gladness and joy and sorrow and mourning shall 

flee away..." I love that chorus, and in its original setting it is a joyous song indeed.  It is God's promise to a 

fearful people that the exile will someday end, and the people of Judah will return to Jerusalem, and to the 

worship of God in the Temple of Lord. 

 

Now the really important thing here in these three chapters is the presence of the second and third of the 

Servant Songs, which make this portion of the Book so very important.  The second song is found right at 

the beginning of chapter 49.  It is striking, first of all, because it is written in the first person, a stylistic 

device that is very unusual in the Book of Isaiah.  Let's see if we can pull out of it the most important 

observations we need to make.   

 

First. the servant of the Lord is called before his birth.  That is a common theme throughout Scripture.  You 

can easily name a half dozen people, important in the history of salvation, of whom this could be said, 

couldn't you?  There is Isaac, of course, and Jacob (his election from the womb gets a whole lot of attention 

in both the Old and New Testaments).  From the prophetic ranks, we could name Jeremiah and, of course, 

John the Baptist.  The Apostle Paul tells us in the New Testament that it was true of him, even though he did 

not become aware of it for another three decades or more!  To this list we might add names like Samson and 

Samuel, and of course the Messiah, the servant of the Lord. 

 

Next we read that the mouth of the servant is like a sharpened sword.  Why?  Because from it proceeds the 

Word of God, which the New Testament tells us is ‘quick and sharp like a powerful double-edged sword.’ 

But then comes a curious item - the servant is made, by the Lord, into a polished arrow that is then 

concealed in God's quiver.  Could this be pointing to the fact that the Messiah, Jesus Christ, went largely 
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unrecognized before the very people to whom, by the Word of God, He had been sent?  Perhaps it also 

alludes to the fact that for such a long time (the first 30 years of his life) he was hidden away, first in Egypt 

and then in Galilee. Only in Isaiah 9 was Galilee connected to the prophecies of the coming Messiah. 

 

That takes us to the next observation drawn from the second Servant Song.  The initial attempt of the 

servant of the Lord to fulfill his heavenly commission will appear to be a failure!  "But,” I said, “I have 

labored to no purpose.  I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing.  Yet what is due me is in the Lord's 

hand and my reward is with God."  These statements about God's servant are not as dramatic as one's we 

will see in the fourth song, but it is not hard to see, in retrospect, that they 'fit' the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

There is a portion of the servant's mission that relates to bringing Israel back to God, but the servant will 

also have a wider mission - to the Gentiles - to whom He will be a light - (remember Isaiah 9?) - so that He 

can bring the salvation of God to the ends of the earth.  Make no mistake; from the day God first spoke to 

Abraham onward, there should have been no doubt or confusion about the fact that the salvation of God has 

always had the whole of mankind as its ultimate object. 

 

‘The servant will be rejected,’ Isaiah says, ‘despised and abhorred by the nation to whom God has sent Him. 

‘ But ultimate vindication will come to Him as kings and princes will see Him and bow down. 

 

The third Servant Song is found in chapter 50, and it expands on the theme of rejection that is introduced in 

the second song, and which will culminate in the fourth song.  It is in this song that we begin to learn that 

the servant of the Lord is really ‘the suffering servant’ of the Lord.  The servant will suffer at the hands of 

men.  The message of the song is fairly clear: the righteous but rejected servant indicates that the Lord who 

disciplined him will also vindicate him.  "That is the basis for Jehovah's exhortation to walk by faith even in 

darkness, and his threat to the self-righteous wicked regarding eventual judgment.  In the second part of the 

song, the Lord contrasts the obedient walk of the servant's disciples with the judgment to come on the 

wicked." 
1
 (Duane Lindsey, The Servant Songs, Moody p. 80-81) 

 

It is awesome to think that it is the Lord Jesus speaking the words of Isaiah 50.  "The sovereign Lord has 

given me an instructed (or disciplined) tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me 

morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like a disciple.  The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears, and I 

have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.  I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 

those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.  Because the Sovereign 

Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I set my face like flint, and know I will not be put to 

shame..." What gave the Lord Jesus Christ the inner strength needed to carry out the most arduous task in 

the history of the universe?  It is tempting to say that Jesus had these inner resources simply and 

automatically because He was the God-man.  It was His deity - that is it - it was easy for Him.  That is the 

easy answer, but that is not what this passage says - and it is also not what the Gospels teach us.  Jesus' inner 

strength came from the fact that He was fully taught - fully discipled - as the result of regular, disciplined, 

daily time with God. - “He wakens me morning by morning” – every day spending time with God.  We saw 

the same thing in some of David's Psalms, and over and over again throughout the Word of God and the 

history of the church, we are brought headlong against the simple fact that obedience is the result of regular, 

consistent, disciplined time spent with God - preparation time. 

 

The inner strength needed to stand silent while they plucked out his beard, to endure the scourging in silent 

trust, to hear the taunts and not come off the cross to exact vengeance and enforce His own justice (which 

He could have done) - that strength was born a long time before in the everyday routine of spending 

disciplined time with God in prayer and study. 
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People, we too are servants.  Where will our strength come from, if not from the same daily practice of time 

spent with God in prayer and study of God's Word?  I am sure that by now - 57 weeks into our study of 

God's Word - you have understood the importance of all of this. 

 

It is out of the strength of this kind of relationship that even in the darkest hour, when you walk in the dark 

and there is no light, the servant of God can proceed, and trust in the name of the Lord, and rely upon His 

God. 

 

Next week we will begin our week with the fourth and greatest of the Servant Songs, including one of the 

greatest of the great chapters of God's Word - the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday!! 

 

 

 

    


