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WEEK 55, DAY 1                          ISAIAH 8 and 9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 55 of Know the Word.  Last week we finished 

reading the 6th chapter of Isaiah - one of the great chapters of the Bible - which contains the call of Isaiah 

and the haunting question that God has used also to call tens of thousands of other servants into His 

kingdom work through the centuries: "Whom shall I send and who will go for me?"  I hope that as you read 

that powerful testimony, some of you learned to say Isaiah's lines, "Here am I, send me!" 

 

Today we read chapters 8 and 9 which means, of course, we skipped chapter 7.  We did that because we 

read it together only a few weeks ago when we were looking at the life of King Ahaz.  It contained, you will 

remember, the wonderful promise of the virgin birth.  It was given to assure Ahaz that the alliance of Syria 

and Israel would not prevail over Judah, but it had a much greater purpose than simply that, for it pointed 

toward the coming of God's Messiah. 

 

The chapters we read today are equally prophetic and powerful, and they also have the double characteristic 

of looking toward both a short and a long-term fulfillment.  I don't know if you have ever taken the time to 

think about why those "two-sided" prophecies are found all through the Old Testament, (and all through the 

New Testament, as well, because we saw the same thing in the Olivet Discourse).  I have had some 

opportunity to think about it, and I am convinced that it is because God is concerned to help His people 

understand that events in history - world events and the affairs of nations -- do not stand by themselves as 

ends-in-themselves.  Rather, they make sense and take their significance only as they are seen in relation to 

the Christ event, which is both the hinge and the culmination of history.  Yes, in chapter 7, God wanted 

Ahaz to know that Judah would survive the threats of Syria, Israel and even Assyria, but He wanted him to 

know that her survival was assured because God had a role for them to play in the coming of the Messiah, 

who would redeem not only the Jews, but also the entire world.  It is precisely the same here in chapters 8-9. 

 

I will use Assyria to devour Israel and it will nearly swamp Judah, but do not worry, Judah will not be 

destroyed.  In the end, out of Galilee will come the Messiah.  In the Olivet Discourse, found in all three of 

the synoptic Gospels, it is exactly the same again: Jerusalem (the short-term prophecy comes first) will be 

destroyed, not one stone will be left upon another, but the end is not yet - there will be a period of 

persecution for the church.  Then the signs of the end will appear, but, friends, it's all leading up to the 

return of the Messiah. 

 

Now in the midst of these short and long-term prophecies there is a very basic message about how God's 

people are to live.  It can be distilled pretty effectively in two very short sentences: "Don't fear men.  Trust 

God!"  That is a pretty contemporary message - a very relevant one for God's people, who always seem to be 

living in the midst of precarious times.  "Do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it, the Lord Almighty 

is the One you are to regard as holy, He is the one you are to fear, He is the one you are to dread..." Verses 

12 and 13 are very powerful ones, and I know one person who meditated upon the 8th chapter of Isaiah and 

took it deeply into his heart.  It was the apostle Peter.  Here is what he said in 1 Peter chapter 3 to Christians 

being persecuted for their faith.  "Do not fear what they fear.  Do not be frightened but always in your hearts 

set apart Christ as Lord."  Peter's mind was steeped in the Scripture, and he had meditated long upon the 

words of Isaiah 8.  Isaiah 8:14 says that the Lord will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that 

makes them fall.  That verse is quoted in 1 Peter chapter 2.  As I reflect on Peter's usage of these three verses 

from Isaiah 8, though, I do note one pretty big difference.  Isaiah says the ‘Lord Almighty’ is the one you 

should regard as holy.  It is the ‘Lord Almighty’ who will be a stumbling stone and a rock.  He is speaking 

about Jehovah.  (Whenever in the Old Testament you see the word LORD in capital letters, the Hebrew 



 

2 
 

word behind it is Jehovah, the personal name of God.)  But Peter says, in quoting Isaiah 8, you should 

reverence Christ as Lord, and He says Jesus Christ is the stumbling stone, the rock.  Do you see what is 

happening?  We will see it again before we leave the Book of Isaiah.  Passages of Scripture that Isaiah 

applies to Jehovah God, Peter and other New Testament writers quote and apply to Jesus Christ.  There can 

be no doubt about why.  It is because the New Testament Christians believed that Jesus is God.  We will 

strengthen that understanding in just a moment when we look at the amazing Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 

9, but this is really important, so grab hold.  There are a lot of people (including some entire groups, like the 

Jehovah's Witnesses) who do not believe that Jesus Christ is God, or that He even claimed to be God in the 

same sense as the Father is God.  These people deny the Doctrine of the Trinity.  (Another group that does 

this is the Unitarian Church.)  But the Bible clearly teaches that Jesus is God, and does it in part by taking 

Old Testament passages like Isaiah 8 and quite un-self-consciously inserting the name of Jesus in the 

quotations and allusions to the passages.  You may not believe that Jesus is God, but Peter did.  There is no 

way around it! 

 

All of this is even more evident in light of the clear and astonishing prophecy of Isaiah 9:1-7.  Having given 

us the short-range prophecy regarding Assyria's exploits against Israel and Judah - a prediction which was 

fulfilled with astonishing accuracy - Isaiah then turns to the long-range view and addresses to us this great 

prophecy of the coming Messiah.  The prophet tells us that the coming Messiah will honor Galilee of the 

Gentiles.  We will learn from another prophet that His birthplace will be Bethlehem, and that prophecy was 

well understood at the time of Christ's advent. But this passage, taught hundreds of years before His coming, 

taught two things that should have prepared the Jewish people for Christ's coming.  It should have, but most 

paid no attention to either thing. 

 

The first thing that it should have taught the people of Jesus' day was to expect that the Messiah would be 

revealed not in Bethlehem, where He would be born, but in Galilee.  You will remember that one of the 

complaints lodged against Jesus by the Scribes and Pharisees of His day was that He was from Nazareth (a 

city of Galilee,) when they expected Messiah to come from Bethlehem, the city of David. 

 

The other thing, and of course the main thing, that infuriated the Scribes and Pharisees was that Jesus 

accepted the worship of men and claimed for Himself prerogatives (like the authority to forgive sins) which 

belonged to God alone.  "He is a blasphemer," they charged, "who claims to be equal with God!"  One 

wonders how much they had pondered the gripping words of Isaiah 9:6, "For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace..." 

 

Depending on what translation you are using, you will find either four or five names describing the Messiah 

in this magnificent verse.  Some translations have followed the old King James Version and insert a comma 

between the words Wonderful and Counselor, but the general consensus among Bible scholars today is that 

there are four symmetrical compound names here: ‘Wonderful Counselor,’ ‘Mighty God,’ ‘Everlasting 

Father’ (which could also be interpreted as ‘Father of Eternity,’) and ‘Prince of Peace.’  All four of those 

names have overtones of deity, but the two middle ones are absolutely unmistakable.  If the child to be born 

is to be called ‘Mighty God’ or perhaps ‘Hero God,’ then how can He not be God incarnate?  And if His 

name is ‘Everlasting’ or ‘Eternal Father’ - well that name can only be interpreted one way - He is God.  On 

top of the names given in Isaiah 7 – ‘Immanuel’ – ‘God with us,’ this revelation should have prepared the 

people of God to receive their God, but sadly it did not!! 

 

Ironic isn't it, that the two biggest objections offered against the claims of Christ by the Bible scholars of His 
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day had both been effectively precluded hundreds of years before His birth by a prophet whose words had 

been so well received by God's people that tradition tells us they put Him into a hollow tree then sawed it in 

half! 

 

I am sure that you took note of the remarkable name bestowed by Isaiah, at God's command, upon his son: 

"Maher Shalal-Hash-Baz".  It means "quick to plunder, swift to the spoil" and it describes what is going to 

happen in Damascus and Samaria, the sworn enemies of Ahaz and Israel.  It will come at the hands of 

Assyria, and it will happen before the boy is able to pronounce his own name.  We've seen this phenomenon 

before.  God's prophet, at the Lord's insistence, gives his child a name that encapsulates the message God is 

speaking to His people.  Enoch names his son ‘Methuselah,’ Hosea's children become walking memorials of 

God's abandonment of Israel, and now Isaiah is following suit in Judah.  I guess I'm glad my father wasn't a 

prophet.  I'd probably be named "America Watch Out" Soper, or something like that! 

 

In chapter 8, Isaiah says, "Here am I, and the children the Lord has given me.  We are signs and symbols in 

Israel from the Lord Almighty, who dwells in Mt. Zion."  Our time is gone, but let me ask you a question.  

People, are you and your children the signs and symbols in America from the Lord who dwells in Zion?  I 

think that we are supposed to be!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow! 

 

  

WEEK 55, DAY 2                     ISAIAH 10, 11, and 12 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah 10-12, and once again have been confronted 

with the remarkable prophecies of this great man of God.  We are still moving back and forth between short-

term prophecies and the long-term Messianic views that give the more immediate events their ultimate 

meaning.  If nothing else, we are surely learning that for the people of God, present events must always be 

interpreted and understood in the light of the future toward which God has revealed we are moving.  If we 

look at the events of our day through any other lens, we will get a skewed and distorted perspective.  As we 

will see again and again as we move through these prophetic books, the only way to avoid the sins of 

cynicism and despair is by remembering to look at present situations in the light of the eternal and revealed 

plan of God. 

 

The motif of pronouncing "woes" upon a people to apprize them of their sins and their status in the eyes of 

God is a very common prophetic "device."  We recognized it in the pronouncements that Jesus made against 

the Pharisees and Scribes on the day of controversy in the Temple.  When Christ spoke in this way, He was 

acting in His capacity as the prophet.  (You will remember, I'm sure, that Jesus brought together the three 

official "offices" of the Old Testament.  He was the prophet, the priest and the king all wrapped up in one.)  

Did you notice the sins for which the prophet pronounces these "woes"? - injustice, making unjust laws, 

withholding justice from the oppressed, and creating and perpetuating an economic system designed to keep 

the poor people in that condition, while lining the coffers of the rich with wealth, gained by the labor of the 

poor.  May I stop right here for a moment?  I am not a proponent of what has sometimes been called the 

"social gospel".  I do not believe that preaching the gospel ought to be de-emphasized or stopped completely 

until we have filled every hungry mouth.  By the same token however, the call of the Old Testament 

prophets is remarkably consistent.  We heard it loud and clear in the Book of Amos.  We see it here in 

Isaiah.  (When we get to chapter 61, we will note it as a distinct part of the Messianic mission.  Jesus quoted 

that passage when he began His ministry at the synagogue in Nazareth).  We will note it again in nearly 
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every one of the Old Testament prophetic books, and the attention paid to it will not be slight.  Doing 

justice, working to end social and economic oppression is an integral part of the mission for God's people in 

every age.  If we merely preach the Good News of the Spirit without practicing the good news of liberating 

the captives, then we only have half a gospel and we will not be doing the work of God.  Doing justice and 

preaching grace are the two arms of the body of the gospel.  Isaiah's message - his whole book - emphasizes 

that social justice is very important to God! 

 

The woes, which began in chapter 9, each end with the ominous warning – “yet for all of this His anger is 

not turned away, His hand is still upraised.” 

 

The other "woe" pronounced in chapter 10 is directed against the Assyrians, the very people that God was 

using to mete out His judgment on Israel!!   The sin against which His wrath is directed is the sin of "pride." 

 "I will punish the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes."  The 

king of Assyria thought that because no nation could stand against him in his rampage across the Near 

Eastern world of his day, he was invincible, and that his accomplishments were the result of his own 

strength and greatness.  He did not understand, nor has any empire-seeking despot since understood, that 

God sets up kings and kingdoms to accomplish His purposes in the earth, and that He alone sustains the rule 

of every king and nation.  From Tiglath-Pileser to Sennacherib, the Assyria kings missed the point entirely, 

and for that God says – “I will judge them.” 

 

When I was a young boy, I remember a segment of a nightly television show entitled, "The News Behind 

the News."  Well, the ‘news behind the news’ here is that God, not Assyria, is in charge.  He uses the empire 

-builders and despots of the world to accomplish His purposes, and when He is finished with them, He 

judges them for their arrogant pride.  "See, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, will lop off the boughs with great 

power.  The lofty trees will be felled, the tall ones will be brought low.  He will cut down the forest thickets 

with an ax; Lebanon will fall before the Mighty One." 

 

The third great Messianic passage in the Book of Isaiah is found in the first portion of chapter 11.  (The first 

was Isaiah 7 - the “Immanuel” passage and the second we read yesterday in chapter 9 -- The "For unto us a 

child is born..." passage.  This is also the third great millennial passage of the Book, along with Isaiah 2 -  

swords into plowshares - remember?) and chapter 9.  Let me read it again for you so that you will remember 

it. 

 

Isaiah 11:1-12: "A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit 

of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord -- and he will delight in 

the fear of the Lord.  He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears 

with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for 

the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips 

he will slay the wicked.  Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and 

the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young 

will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the hole of 

the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy 

on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 

the sea.  In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 

him, and his place of rest will be glorious.  In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second 
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time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper 

Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the sea.  He 

will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered 

people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth." 

 

The passage doesn't end even there, but I have read enough to help you remember the power and force of it!! 

  

 

Now there are a number of important observations to be drawn from this part of Isaiah.  The first of them is 

that the Messiah is the shoot that will grow up from the stump of Jesse.  Jesse, as you know, was the father 

of King David.  You only have a stump when the tree is cut down.  God is saying that is just what is going 

to happen to the line of David.  ‘I promised him that kings would continue to come from his line as long as 

he honored me,’ God says.  Ahaz, Hezekiah and the other kings with which Isaiah had to deal counted very 

heavily upon that expectation.  But as they drifted farther and farther as a nation from their Covenant 

responsibility, the cloud of judgment loomed larger and larger on the horizon.  The tree will be cut down but 

it will not die.  The new shoot will grow out of the stump in the line of David.   

 

Then Isaiah says, ‘The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon this one in a very special way! - the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, of counsel and power, of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.’  Can you imagine the 

arrhythmia that would have developed in the hearts of the hearers who sat in the synagogue when Jesus got 

up, read from the Isaiah scroll, and then said "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me."  He went on to quote yet 

another Messianic passage from the Book of Isaiah, but the simple use of that phrase, 'The Spirit of the Lord 

is upon me" would have brought the whole of Isaiah 11 rushing into their memories.  ‘He is claiming to be 

Messiah!’ they would have thought.  And they were right!! 

 

Interestingly enough, however, the description of Messiah given here would have been very hard for the 

Jews of Jesus day to apply to His ministry, because it describes a Messiah who 1) comes as a judge and 2) 

establishes a reign of peace that 3) covers the entire globe.  The passage, you see, is focusing more on 

Christ's role and activity at the time of His Second Coming than the first when He came not as judge but as 

Savior. 

 

Isaiah 11 is a prophecy, then, that has not yet been fulfilled, and for which we still are looking with eager 

anticipation.  You need to know at this point that there is some disagreement among Bible students as to 

whether this prophecy relates specifically to the Jews -- "Physical" Israel - and therefore points to a 

millennial reign of Christ, that is largely, perhaps even solely, designed for the Jewish people who will one 

day finally recognize and acknowledge their Messiah, or whether it points to the church - the "new" Israel - 

the spiritual Israel - what Paul in Galatians calls the ‘Israel of God.’  In that case, the millennial reign of 

Christ will be for the "Israel" comprised of all those Jews and Gentiles who have loved and trusted Jesus 

Christ to be the Savior and Lord of their lives.  That is a question of interpretation that is not solved very 

easily.  Perhaps those of you who are digging deeper can plunge into it a bit more, but beware of any quick 

and easy solutions.  There are very competent and deeply devoted Christian scholars on every side of the 

millennial issue (and there are at least four sides.) 

 

I guess the only portion of that debate with which I want to acquaint you right now, is the one which asks 

how this millennial kingdom will be initiated.  The pre-millennial thinkers (I might as well tell you that I fall 

into this camp of which there are several sub-species) believe that the millennial reign of Christ will be 

initiated by the return of Christ with His saints to the earth at the time of the Second Coming.  The ‘peace of 
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God’ will be inaugurated by the Judge who will come to establish His rule upon the earth.  The a-

millennialists believe that the language used here in Isaiah 11, and in the other millennial passages, is highly 

figurative.  Their argument is that though He is not physically present, Christ is already ruling.  Where? - In 

the church, where figuratively speaking, the wolf and lamb can dwell together, where the kingdom already 

has come and we are in it!  The post-millennialists believe that the kingdom is more literal than that, like the 

pre-millennial thinkers.  They look for a future time, when there will be complete peace upon the earth for a 

thousand years, (that is what the word ‘millennium’ means,) or at least for a very long time.  But they think 

that a great revival of the Holy Spirit in the church will bring in the period of time to which Isaiah 11 is 

referring, and that Christ will not come physically until after that millennial period has ended, which will 

end with the reintroduction of evil into the world, when Satan is loosed for a time.  Christ will then come 

and settle things at that point, in their view, by returning to judge the earth finally. 

 

Confused yet?  It's okay!  You don't need to understand everything, but perhaps this little lesson in 

eschatology will serve to underscore the fact that while the main things that the Bible teaches us are 

exceedingly simple - so simple that a child can understand them -- there is also an ocean here deep enough 

to engulf the greatest minds of humanity for all of eternity in a quest to understand it! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

  

 

WEEK 55, DAY 3                                          ISAIAH 13 and 14 

                 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah chapters 13 and 14.  I hope that as you were 

reading, you became aware of how truly remarkable this portion of Isaiah really is.  Before we jump right 

into that, however, I want to point out that it is part of a larger section in which prophecies against several of 

the nations surrounding Israel are made.  We have seen prophecies clustered together like this before in the 

Book of Amos, and we will find the same thing again in both Jeremiah 46-51 and Ezekiel 25-32.  In addition 

to Babylon, (which is the really remarkable prophecy,) Isaiah will speak about Assyria, Philistia, Moab, 

Damascus, Ethiopia, Egypt, Elam, Media, Arabia, and Tyre, and then in chapters 24-27, he will end this 

section by giving us a description of the judgment of the world and of the last times.  The bulk of what we 

read this morning, however, concerns Babylon, and that is truly amazing.  Isaiah began his ministry in about 

740 B.C., the year King Uzziah died.  But in this prophecy, Babylon appears as a world power.  Now in 700 

B.C., Babylon was not a world power.  It was a third rate vassal state struggling for its very existence in 

light of the tremendous ascendancy of Assyria.  But Isaiah sees it as towering over other nations - "The 

glory of the kingdoms." 

 

Judah wasn't worried about Babylon in Isaiah's day.  Babylon didn't even rate a mention in the briefings that 

King Hezekiah's military advisers were about to give him.  Everyone else is worried about Assyria, and 

Isaiah is talking as though Babylon is the new bully on the block.  More than that, in Isaiah's own day the 

nation of Media (the Medes) were allies of Babylon, where in this section Isaiah calls them the conquerors 

of Babylon. Isaiah was writing in about 700 B.C.  The events he describes were mostly fulfilled in 539 B.C. 

when Cyrus marched his troop through the magnificent gates of Babylon and conquered her.  Some of the 

details mentioned by Isaiah would not be completely fulfilled for hundreds of years.  But here they are.  All 

through this great book we will be confronted again and again with the phenomena of prophecy that many 

years - hundreds of years - later was fulfilled in every detail.  That is the reason that scholars who do not 

believe in supernatural revelation have such distaste for this Book.  They divide it into two, three, or more 

sections, all written by different authors at widely separated intervals who include material that reflects the 
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things that are happening in their own time.  Even that explanation falls down, though, in the face of 

chapters like Isaiah 53, which look so far into the future that we have copies of the Book of Isaiah with 

those passages that predate the times of the fulfillment by hundreds of years.  That is even true with one 

portion of the passage we read today - it would appear that, like it or not, we are shut up to the possibility 

that supernatural revelation does take place and prophecy is real. 

 

Now, I'm sure you noted the fact that Isaiah talked about the day when God's judgment would fall upon 

Assyria as the "day of the Lord."  In the beginning of our study of this book, I think I alerted you to the fact 

that this expression is a fairly generic in nature.  It can be used either to describe A day of judgment when 

God brings down punishment and wrath - upon an individual, a city, or a nation for whatever is dishonoring 

to Him, OR it can be used to refer to THE day of judgment that will fall on the whole earth at the very end 

of the age.  At the end of this entire section Isaiah will get to that idea, but right here the day of the Lord 

points to the day God judges Babylon. 

 

Even in this more limited context, though, the language gets pretty intense.  “In that day,” Isaiah says, "The 

stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light.  The rising sun will be darkened and the 

moon will not give its light..."  Either Isaiah is just using figurative language here (remember, in the heat of 

a battle, when a city is being destroyed, it is usually set on fire and the dense smoke generated by those fires 

could blot out the sun and the moon for a time) OR Isaiah is doing here what we saw Jesus doing in the 

Olivet Discourse, when some of the prophecies were short-term, pointing to 70 A.D., and mixed right in 

with them were prophecies that we are still waiting to see happen.  E.J. Young in his great three-volume 

commentary on Isaiah clearly takes the second view.  Here is what he says: 

 

"One Babylon after another will be destroyed until the last sinner is removed from the earth.   Apparently 

Isaiah is unaware of what some would teach today, when they say that it is poor psychology to appear to the 

motive of fear.  Isaiah thought differently, or, to speak more accurately, the Holy Spirit thought differently, 

for here the prophet not only mentions the coming day of judgment, but commands men to look at that day.  

'Behold,' he cries out...’the day of Yahweh is coming...The destruction of Babylon was but a small prelude 

of the ultimate ruin which the day of judgment was to bring.  Isaiah speaks of the destruction of sinners from 

the earth; he uses language that seems to transcend a mere reference to Babylon.  Over Babylon the 

judgment pours out, for it will also pour out over all the earth.'"  In other words, in Young's view, Isaiah gets 

beyond Babylon here and is talking about the end of the world.  You'll have to put on your exegetical cap 

and decide this one for yourself! 

 

There were a couple of details about Isaiah's prophecy against Babylon that I want to underscore.  First, he 

says that it will be the Medes who will come and overthrow Babylon.  A short trip to the sixth chapter of the 

Book of Daniel will provide the evidence of this prophecy's fulfillment a century and a half later in 539 

B.C., when, according to Daniel, Darius the Mede captured the city just as Isaiah said he would.  Friends, 

Isaiah said it was going to happen at least 160 years before it came to pass!  The second astonishing piece of 

prophecy in Isaiah 13 concerns the statement that Babylon would become a ghost town - a deserted city - 

that would never be inhabited through all generations.  Now this is interesting! - Hold on to your hats!  This 

bit of Isaiah's prophecy did not come to pass right away, but over a period of time Babylon did in fact 

become a totally deserted place. 

 

Now all by itself that is pretty amazing.  Wars were a fact of life in the ancient world - they still are now.  

For a city to be destroyed by another conquering army was pretty common stuff, but when the destruction 

was over, the survivors would invariably set about to rebuild it - usually on exactly the same spot.  Why?  
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Because good sites for cities are hard to come by!  So all of the broken buildings would be completely torn 

down, the site would be razed and scraped and new foundations would be laid for the next layer of the city.  

In this way, over centuries, the major cities came to sit upon raised hills.  The archaeologists call them 

"tels."  Babylon was built on a very ancient and very good site.  The presence of the Euphrates River, which 

flowed through the city, ensured a wonderful supply of fresh water and a great watery highway upon which 

to move both trade and people.  That such a site, even after a conquering army had done its worst, should go 

untended is really incredible.  But do you know what happened?  Over time, the great Euphrates River 

actually changed its course so that the riverside city of Babylon eventually ended up in the desert!!  That's 

what happened!  I guess God meant what He said. 

 

But wait, the story isn't over yet!  You may know that the ancient ruins of Babylon can be found today in the 

country of Iraq.  The president of Iraq was one Saddam Hussein, and one of the pet projects of Mr. Hussein 

was (you guessed it!) the rebuilding and repopulation of the city of Babylon.  Until the first Gulf War 

destroyed his confidence and more importantly his economic base, he was moving ahead on that project as a 

high priority item.  Why? - because Nebuchadnezzar - the lord of Babylon at the apex of its glory - was the 

greatest of all Babylonian rulers to his day, the greatest empire builder in history.  And Hussein wanted to 

emulate him and reassert Chaldean greatness.  Could it be that part of what was happening during the first 

Gulf War was that God was ensuring that Isaiah's prophecy would stand?  Remember ‘the news behind the 

news’?? 

 

Now there is one more peculiarity about the prophecy against Babylon to which I need to draw your 

attention.  We find it in verses 12-15 of chapter 14.  Let me read those verses for you: 

 

"How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast down to the 

earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 

throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the 

sacred mountain.  I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'  But 

you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit."  These verses continue in such a way as to make 

it clear enough that Isaiah is talking about the King of Babylon here.  "Those who see you...ponder your 

fate: 'Is this the man who shook the earth and made the kingdoms tremble, the man who made the world a 

desert, and overthrew its cities and would not let his captives go home?'"  I repeat, in its context, the passage 

is clearly talking about Babylon, but some commentators, from the earliest days of the church onward, have 

seen something more here and have viewed these verses in such a way as to apply them to the fall of Satan 

from heaven.   

 

The Hebrew expression translated as ‘morning star’ in verse 12, is rendered by the Latin Vulgate Edition as 

‘Lucifer.’  Many Bible students note significant parallels between the brief statements of Jesus, in Luke 

10:18, about Satan's downfall and this passage.  Harold Wilmington, in his Complete Guide to Bible 

Knowledge, Old Testament Survey, from which I quoted awhile ago, notes what he calls, "The Five Foolish 

‘I Wills’ of Satan" here.  1) I will ascend to heaven.  Wilmington says, “Obviously Satan had the third 

heaven in mind here, the very abode of God.”  2) I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.  He says, 

“Satan decided to desire the worship of the angels.”  3) I will also sit upon the mountain of the congregation 

and the sides of the north.  “Satan now,” according to Wilmington, “seeks to enter God's executive office 

somewhere in the north and sit at His very desk.  He would attempt to control not only the angels but the 

size and numbers of the starry galaxies also.”  Well, I think you can gather from what I have read to you that 

perhaps some people get a little carried away here, and find more in the passage than is really there.  But I 

wanted to alert you to the fact that many, many people see these verses as alluding not only to the king of 
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Babylon but also to Satan, who would have made himself the king of the universe.  Once again, I will invite 

you to put on your own exegetical cap and decide for yourself. 

 

Our time is gone for now, so I will leave you for the day.  This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll 

talk to you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 55, DAY 4   KNOW THE WORD           Isaiah 15-19   

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah chapters 15-19.  We are still dealing with the 

section of this great book that begins in chapter 13 with God's prophecy against Babylon.  The entire 

section, which continues for several more chapters beyond what we read today, contains God's prophecies 

against a whole cluster of Israel's Near Eastern neighbors.  We read yesterday, but did not discuss, Isaiah's 

prophecies against Assyria and Philistia.  Today we added words directed toward Moab, Damascus, Cush 

(which is ancient Ethiopia) and Egypt. 

 

The first thing that I want you to understand is that it is highly unlikely that all of these prophecies were 

given at the same chronological time.  They are grouped together because of their nature, but the prophet 

probably uttered them at widely different times in his ministry. 

 

Now, it is already apparent, I am sure, that this was not the most exciting passage of Scripture that we have 

read together in recent weeks.  In fact, it may well be the least exciting.  Nevertheless, there are at least a 

few things that we may benefit by observing together. 

 

There is one theme that runs quite clearly through this whole section.  It is most evident, perhaps, in the 

prophecy spoken against Assyria.  We read it yesterday, but did not have opportunity to discuss it.  The 

theme is the omnipotence and sovereignty of God.  "Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have 

purposed, so it will stand...For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?  “His hand is 

stretched out, and who can turn it back?"  This is truly not the first time that we have had opportunity to talk 

together about the fact that our Lord is a sovereign God who oversees the affairs of men and nations, and 

who works all things after the counsel of His own will.  To Assyria, the word of the Lord comes saying, "I 

will crush Assyria;" to the Philistines, "Your root I will destroy by famine;" to Moab, "Dimon's waters are 

full of blood, but I will bring still more upon Dimon;" to Damascus: "Damascus will no longer be a city but 

will become a heap of ruins;" to Egypt, "The Lord rides on a swift cloud and is coming to Egypt...I will stir 

up Egyptian against Egyptian. I will hand the Egyptians over to the power of a cruel master."  Over and over 

again, in each diatribe, the nations are confronted with the fact that, standing behind every judgment, 

whether it is related to disease, famine, or war, is the Lord Almighty.  Just as we saw in the little Book of 

Amos, God plans, purposes, controls, and guides the events of human history.  Political and national affairs 

are understood to be at bottom moral and theological in their origins.  Now, of what importance is this 

understanding for us this morning?  Surely it ought to fill the heart of every Christian with a great sense of 

confidence, just as every page of Scripture, in fact, does, because it assures us that God does superintend 

and guide the affairs of our world.  We do not need to be afraid!!  To the individual who is tempted to 

disobey or kick against the goad of God's revealed will, this doctrine stands as a stern warning.  Try, if you 

must, to circumvent the will and purpose of God, but you will not succeed.  No one else ever has.  No one 

else ever will.  What God has purposed, He will bring to pass.  That's it.  There is nothing more to say!! 

 

Perhaps as you read today, you also had the opportunity to listen to the heart of Isaiah.  Like his brother 
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prophet Jeremiah, who we will meet at a later time, this man was deeply sensitive.  He cared about people; 

he even cared about the enemies of Judah.  Did you hear his anguish?  "My heart cries out over Moab...I 

weep, I drench you with tears..." Isaiah really cared about people, even the enemies of His people. 

 

I came across a summary that may help to fix these prophecies in our hearts regarding Assyria. 

 

"God had determined to crush the Assyrian army on the mountains of Israel.  This would be done to remove 

the awful Assyrian yoke from His people that we read about in chapter 14."  The summary I am reading, by 

the way, comes from Harold Wilmington's book entitled, Guide to Bible Knowledge, Old Testament 

Survey.  

 

"Regarding Philistia - Philistia was 1) Warned not to rejoice over the death of the Judean king Ahaz who 

had smote them while alive.  2) His son, Hezekiah, would be even more demanding.  That was back in 

chapter 14.  Finally Philistia was to suffer total doom under the cruel attack of Sargon, the Assyrian king.   

 

Concerning Moab, the nation, which came from Lot through the incestuous relationship with his eldest 

daughter - The illegitimate son of that sordid affair was the father of the Moabites.  Their people became the 

persistent enemies of the nation Israel.  Balak, their king, hired Balaam, the prophet, to curse Israel.  But 

Ruth also came from this land.  You can recall these things from Numbers 22 and the Book of Ruth.  1) 

Moab was to be punished by God with its chief cities destroyed in one night.  2) The whole land would be 

filled with weeping from one end to another (15:8).  3) Lions would hunt down the survivors (15:9).  4) 

Moab's refugees were invited by God to avail themselves of His mercy.  They were enjoined to pay tribute 

to Israel according to their past arrangement (2 Kings 3; Isaiah 16).  5) Pride kept Moab from doing this 

(16:6).  6) Isaiah wept because of God's judgment upon this stubborn pride (16:11).  7) Judgment was 

officially sent to fall within three years.  The Assyrians at that time invaded Moab (16:14). 

 

"Regarding Damascus - chapter 17 - 1) Ephraim, another title for the Israelites’ Northern Kingdom, and 

Damascus had allied together against Judah, thus linking that kingdom with divine judgment.  Partners in 

crime meant partners in punishment (17:3).  2) Both allies were later besieged by Tiglath-Pileser and were 

finally deported by Shalmaneser (2 Kings 15 and 17).   

 

"Ethiopia - chapter 18 - 1) This nation marches against Israel but is cut off by God Himself.  Their army will 

be left dead on the field for the birds and animals to eat.  2) After this, Ethiopia will bring gifts to the Lord 

of Hosts in Jerusalem. 

 

"Egypt - chapters 19-20.  (We will read chapter 20 tomorrow.)   Egypt was to be severely punished because 

of her idolatry (19:1).  Her people were originally monotheistic but gradually lapsed into the basest idolatry. 

 Their idols were the bull, the frog, the fish, and various birds.  The contest in Exodus, you will remember, 

was a battle of the gods verses Jehovah.  1) The sin of Egypt - Egypt was to be severely punished because of 

her idolatry (19:1).  2) The sentence upon Egypt - Egypt was to be given over to her cruel ruler (19:4).  

Egyptian would fight against Egyptian (19:2).  The channels along the Nile River would be filled and fouled 

with rotting reeds.  The paper reeds by the brooks would wither away (19:7).  Egypt's fishing industry was 

going to disappear (19:8 and 10).  Her linen industry was going to disappear (19:9).  Egypt was to stagger 

along in world history as a drunken man staggers in his vomit (19:17).  3) The salvation that awaits Egypt - 

God will smite Egypt but then will graciously heal her.  Egypt and Assyria (that is present day Iraq) will be 

connected by a highway allowing both nations to freely travel to Jerusalem to worship God." 
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The last part of chapter 19 seems to be pointing well beyond the days of Isaiah and his fellow Old 

Testament prophets.  "In verses 16-25, there is a chain of four announcements of coming events associated 

with 'that day.'  1) An act of divine judgment will cause Egypt to shudder with fear (v. 16) and be the terror 

of Judah (vv 16-17).  2) Five cities in Egypt will swear allegiance to the Lord (v. 18).  3) Because of a divine 

act of deliverance and healing in Egypt, an altar will be erected in Egypt where Egyptians will offer 

sacrifices to the Lord (vv 19-22).  4) Egypt, Assyria, and Israel will be linked into one people of the Lord 

(vv. 23-25)."  Isaiah is once again looking far out toward the end of time, foreseeing a series of divine acts 

that will bring about the conversion of the nations. 

 

Egyptians and Assyrians had never in biblical times been allies.  And the kind of cooperation that Isaiah 19 

envisions has never existed between these two countries even to the present day.  Although both of these are 

now Islamic states, Egypt and present day Iraq are still not exactly allies.  (Remember, Egypt sided with the 

west in the first Gulf War.)  The passage also points to a time when large numbers of Egyptians and 

Assyrians will be worshipping the Lord.  There was a time, in the pre-Christian era, when a large group of 

Jews moved to Egypt and a worship center was established, but they were transplanted Jews who were 

worshipping there.  In the Christian era, a Christian presence has been found in Egypt since the days of the 

Ethiopian Eunuch of Acts chapter 8, who presumably went back to his homeland to establish a church.  But 

it has never been extremely large or strong.  I believe, as do many biblical students, that Isaiah 19 is looking 

down the corridors of time to a day that has not yet arrived; a time -- perhaps during the millennium, when 

great portions of what we now call the Middle East will turn away from their divisions to worship the 

Living God and the Son He has sent from heaven; to a time when that troubled part of the world will no 

longer be plagued by religious war and strife, because all together we'll worship the One who is the Prince 

of Peace!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 55, DAY 5   KNOW THE WORD                Isaiah 20-23 

       

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Isaiah 20-23.  In our reading today, Isaiah has 

continued his oracles, delivered against the nations.  Perhaps the most startling thing for the Israelites who 

originally received this revelation, if not for us, is that Jerusalem herself is the target of the last of these 

denunciations.   Isaiah's first readers would have had no difficulty understanding that God was going to 

judge the nations, but the concept that He was going to treat His own covenant people the very same way 

would have been very difficult for them to grasp. 

 

Our reading today began with the end of Isaiah's prophecy against Egypt.  Its message is graphic and 

powerful.  After the death of Ahaz, Judah began to follow a distinctly pro-Egypt strategy.  The fate of 

Ashdod, one of the five great cities of Philistia, was a clear and distinct warning that Egypt was not to be 

relied upon.  The consistent message of Isaiah throughout this Book is that there is no security, no safety, in 

political alliances.  When Ashdod fell, God called upon Isaiah to deliver a rather unsettling wordless 

message, "Strip down to your underwear and walk around like that for three years to show Israel how Egypt 

is going to be humiliated."  The only problem with that wordless message, of course, is that God's prophet is 

going to be humiliated in the process as well.  Friends, you need to know that if God said to me I want you 

to be an Old Testament prophet, I would start to shake from my head to my toes.  No wonder Jonah ran 

away!  He knew the kinds of things that happened to prophets.  He knew the kind of obedience that God 

sometimes expected. 
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You need to know that every once in awhile, I let God know that there is quite possibly, somewhere out 

there, an easier job to do than the one that He has given me, and I rather suspect that at some time or other 

most of you have had a similar conversation with the Almighty.  Well, it's probably true.  But the next time 

you are tempted to start feeling sorry about how much God has required of you, I want you to stop and 

remember Isaiah - and Hosea (and pretty soon we'll add Jeremiah to this list).  The things God asked of 

these Old Testament prophets were far more exacting than anything He has ever asked of you or me!  But 

because they were first and foremost God's men, they did exactly what He asked them to do -- sometimes I 

wish that the biblical account was a whole lot more detailed than it is, because I would really like to know 

how much Isaiah and Hosea had to struggle before they put into action the game plan God gave to them.  I 

wonder how many sleepless nights Hosea had before he actually proposed marriage to Gomer.  I wish I 

knew whether or not Isaiah's first response to the command to parade around for three years in a semi-naked 

state of public humiliation was "no way God.  This time you've asked too much!"  I know that would have 

been my response. One I was walking down the road from my office to my home.  There is no sidewalk 

there, so you have to walk along the road's shoulder on a pretty uneven surface.  I didn't notice a big broken 

piece of asphalt in my path and when my foot struck it, I stumbled and fell.  I want to tell you that the pain 

of hitting the road surface was nothing compared to the humiliation I felt as one car after another whizzed 

past the spectacle of the Alliance Pastor sprawled out on the pavement.  "Boy," you could almost hear them 

laughing,  "Do you see how stupid that guy looks!" I hate being a spectacle -- so do you – but at God's 

command Isaiah willingly humiliated himself, not for ten seconds in a public roadway so that the occupants 

of two passing cars could gawk and laugh, but for three years, so that every last individual in the entire 

nation could stare at his nakedness and ponder the strange, wordless message of the crazy prophet.  I 

guarantee you that when Isaiah first said, "Here am I send me" - he never knew it meant that! But it did! 

 

Here's the bottom line, folks: when you signed on to follow Christ, you named Him as your Lord - your 

absolute sovereign Master.  When you stopped being a slave of sin, you started being a slave of Christ, and 

He can use you anyway He chooses.  There may come a time when you think that He is using you badly.  

(He will never do that, but you might think so - and He certainly will ask you to do some hard things.)  Just 

remember – “here am I, send me” - includes whatever he asks of you.  Isaiah the prince went naked for three 

years.  You and I can do whatever God asks of us! 

 

Now, in talking so much about Isaiah's obedience, I don't want us to miss its significance.  The wordless 

message of his naked travels was the same as the verbal message that he had been proclaiming right along in 

this great book.  "If you rely on anything or anyone other than the Lord, this is how you will end up."  ‘Don't 

trust Assyria’ - Isaiah had said to Ahaz – ‘trust God!’  When Hezekiah stopped trusting Assyria and started 

trusting Egypt, Isaiah said, ‘Don't trust in Egypt.  Trust God.’  For the umpteenth time, I will call to our 

remembrance those powerful words in Psalm 20.  (I'm sure you have memorized them by now!)  "Some trust 

in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.  They are brought to their 

knees and fall but we rise up and stand firm."  That pretty well sums up Isaiah's message, so far, with the 

possible substitution of his favorite name for God.  Isaiah would have said, "But we trust in the name of the 

Holy One of Israel." 

 

Just as the word of the Lord had been that though Assyria was, for a time, an instrument that He would use 

to bring His judgment against His disobedient people, but after that He would turn and judge them for their 

violence and their arrogant pride, so now we find Isaiah bringing exactly the same message prophetically 

against Babylon.  Even though Babylon itself is not even a significant power yet, Isaiah looks into the 

future, and by the Spirit of God not only sees its rise to power, and the way in which God will use it, (just as 
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He has already used Assyria,) but Isaiah also sees that just as Assyria, when it has achieved all that God 

intends for it to do, will be judged, so it will be with Babylon. 

 

There were also prophecies directed against Edom and Arabia in what we read.  The word against Arabia 

was so specific that Isaiah even included the timing of the judgment.  The burning fuse on that judgment 

was less than 12 months away.  By the way, just in passing, the observation gives us a chance to notice that 

scattered throughout the prophetic books of Scripture, right beside all of the long range "written for our 

benefit" kinds of prophecies, that would not be fulfilled in the lifetimes of the prophets' original audience, 

and maybe not for scores or even hundreds of generations, are some short-range - "within the next 12 

months" - kinds of prophecies.  These were not included for our benefit (though we can certainly learn from 

them) but were given much more for the benefit of the original hearers.  This long and short range prophecy 

phenomena is present so that the prophets could be recognized in their own times as the legitimate 

messengers of God.  Every time a short-range prophecy came true (and all of them did!), it made the long 

range stuff all the more believable and certain!  If a prophet never spoke into the context of the immediate 

affairs of his day, then there was no way to "certify" the things he said would happen way down in the 

future.  Isaiah's short-term vision was 20/20.  We know his longer range vision was just as clear, because 

whenever he was looking 200 years down the road at Babylon or (as we'll see in chapter 53) -- 800 years 

down the road to the crucifixion of Christ - he got it all right - and in startlingly accurate detail.  That should 

encourage us that his very long range vision regarding the Second Coming of Christ and the establishment 

of Christ's millennial reign will also be "right on target." 

 

As I said in the beginning of our talk today, the really striking thing about this passage for Isaiah's first set of 

hearers and readers, would have been the fact that along with the other nations, Judah and Jerusalem are 

included in the judgments of the prophet.  It should not have shocked them, (we saw Amos draw his net in 

exactly the same way,) but nonetheless it would have shocked them because they still believed themselves 

to be invincible, protected by the "covenant" relationship they had with God, immune to all enemies and 

danger. After all, hadn't God always spared them before?  The "day of the Lord" Isaiah talked about in 

chapter 22 has nothing to do with the Book of Revelation and the end of time.  It is a reference to the ‘day of 

judgment’ that is coming on Jerusalem when the armies of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon arrive.  Again, in 

the midst of this prediction of doom, the core reason is the same.  You made your defenses strong; you had 

plenty of water stored against the siege, but "you did not look to the One who made it or have regard for the 

One who planned it long ago."  You forgot about God.  That is always the problem.  It is interesting to note 

in passing, that according to this prophecy, when Jerusalem finally falls to Babylon, it will not be in a 

terrible or long battle, because the leaders of Judah will attempt to flee the city "while the enemy is still far 

away."  They will be caught and the city will then fall.  Just store that information for now.  When we go 

back to finish Kings and Chronicles, we'll look to see how it "fits" with what happened in 589 BC. 

 

We do not have time to look closely at the prophecies uttered against Tyre and Sidon in today's reading.  We 

will take time to do that carefully when we encounter a very similar passage in Ezekiel.  For now, just be 

aware that these two powerful trading cities were ports located to the north of Israel, with access to the 

Mediterranean Sea.  Off and on they were powerful enemies of God's people.  They do come under the 

judgment of God. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk to you again on Monday. 

 

  

 


