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WEEK 50, DAY 1         2 KINGS 17; 2 CHRONICLES 29 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 50 of Know the Word.  Week 50! -- In just two 

more weeks we will have finished one full year of intensive Bible study together.  That will be quite a 

milestone.   

 

Today as we read 2 Kings 17 and 2 Chronicles 29, however, we passed a milestone of another sort.  We 

came to the sad end of the Northern Kingdom.  There was a paragraph in the middle of chapter 17 that said 

it all.  "When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of Nebat their king.  

Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following the Lord and caused them to commit a great sin.  The 

Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and did not turn away from them until the Lord removed them 

from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the prophets.  So the people of Israel were 

taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still there." 

 

The specific sins recounted were the worship of other gods and the practices which were associated with 

those religions -- the worship of the calves Jeroboam set up, the practice of passing their sons and daughters 

through the fire (which we noted last week might have been some kind of pagan initiation ceremony or may 

have actually involved sacrificing the children; we cannot be entirely certain), divination, and sexual 

immorality.  For all of these sins the anger of the Lord burned against a nation that would not listen and 

would not repent of their evil. 

 

I wonder how many civilizations in the history of mankind have repeatedly ignored the warnings sent to 

them by a patient but only God only to discover that you cannot ignore the one who is the Creator and 

sovereign Lord of all creation. 

 

I spent a good deal of time today reading everything I could find that related to the somber end of the 

Northern Kingdom.  In the writings of Flavius Josephus a Jew who collaborated with the Romans and by 

that survived the terrible debacle of Judah's final ruin in 70 AD, I read what amounted to a paraphrase of the 

2 Kings account.  Then I read the translation of some of the cuneiform tablets unearthed by archaeologists 

who in the 1840's uncovered the ruins of Nineveh and the palace of Sargon II, the king of Assyria, at the 

conclusion of the siege of Samaria.  The tablets were the records of Tiglath-Pileser III and his successors 

Shalmaneser V and Sargon II -- the three kings who at the head of their Assyrian troops rode Samaria into 

the dust and dispersed the 10 tribes into a captivity from which they never returned.  The Assyrian records, 

buried for more than two millennia in the sands of the Near East agree exactly with the biblical accounts. 

 

The Book of 2 Kings reports that "the king of Assyria went up against Damascus and took it and carried the 

people to Kir and slew Rezin."  Tiglath-Pileser adds his own details: "His noblemen I  impaled alive and 

displayed this exhibition to his land.  All his gardens and fruit orchards I destroyed.  I besieged and captured 

the native city of Rezin of Damascus.  800 people with their belongings I led away.  Towns in 16 districts of 

Damascus I laid waste like mounds after the flood." 

 

Kings tells us that "in the days of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, came and took 

Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali and carried them captive to Assyria."  The cuneiform 

tablets tell us that Tiglath-Pileser took all the cities of Israel except Samaria itself.  "The whole of Naphtali I 

took from Assyria.  I put my officials over these cities as governors.  The land of the House of Omri (Israel), 

all its people and their possessions I took away to Assyria."  Sargon's records record, "In the first year of my 

reign I besieged and conquered Samaria ... I led away into captivity 27,290 people who lived there." 
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It is a terrible thing to think about.  Because of their persistent rebellion, the people of Israel over a 200 year 

period that saw nine dynastic lines and 19 kings consistently refused to do what was right in the eyes of the 

Lord.  The ten tribes passed into captivity and out of existence as far as anyone has ever been able to trace 

them.  God "cut them off." 

 

The Assyrians were the first nation to deport whole populations from one conquered nation to an entirely 

different part of the empire to repopulate another land which had been similarly decimated.  The people 

from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim who were settled in the land of Israel became known 

as Samaritans.  Their synchronistic practices, mixing the pagan religions of the their homelands with the 

religions of Israel became a huge stumbling block between them and the Jews who later returned to Judah 

from the 70 year captivity in Babylon.  The Samaritans and Jews came to hate each other passionately and 

continued to do so through the New Testament period up to the final destruction of Judah by the Romans. 

 

So Israel fell, but for a time Judah remained.  The writers of both 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles devote a 

considerable amount of space to the reign of good king Hezekiah of Judah.  Following his wicked father 

Ahaz, we might not have expected a good king, but Hezekiah "did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 

just as his father David had done." 

 

From the passage that we read today it is apparent that Hezekiah's first act upon ascending to the throne was 

to initiate religious reform.  He ordered the temple to be cleansed and repaired and reinstituted the worship 

of the Lord as it had been prescribed by the Mosaic Law.  That is impressive and all the more so in light of 

the incredible pressure that the Assyrian onslaught and the fall of Samaria to the forces of Sargon must have 

placed upon him.  In the lives of men and nations there are some things that must be seen as top priority 

items.  They are the things that are both urgent and important.  Hezekiah knew that a proper relationship to 

the God of Israel was Judah's most urgent and most important priority and he gave himself to it with a 

passion.  The last verse of chapter 29 notes the rejoicing engendered by the fact that the reformation was 

accomplished so rapidly! 

 

In all of our lives there are urgent and important tasks.  A great problem is that very often the two lists do 

not overlap.  We end up being consumed with urgent things at the expense of the most important.  The 

proper worship of God and the maintenance of our relationship to Him is both urgent and important.  A 

highest priority item!  We need to be as zealous as Hezekiah to treat it as such! 

 

The other thing that Hezekiah had obviously learned is that the worship of God can only be truly done in the 

manner and according to the principles that God Himself has laid down.  You cannot take the "Jeroboam" 

approach and say I want to worship the Lord but I would like to do it according to my rules.  I think it would 

be nice if ... Hezekiah ordered the temple to be cleansed and the temple workers to be consecrated.  

Anything that Ahaz or anyone else had added or brought in was dragged out and disposed of in the Kidron 

Valley.  (That probably implies that they burned it.)  The furniture and utensils that belonged to the temple 

were purified and reconsecrated. 

 

The Levites were reorganized and instructed in the offerings which began again in accordance with the 

instructions of the scripture and even the music and musicians were reemployed, In the way prescribed by 

David and Gad the king's seer and Nathan the prophet." 

 

The worship of God took precedence and that worship was done in the manner prescribed by the Lord.  

Those two ideas governed Hezekiah's reign from the outset and those same two ideas ought to be guiding 

forces in our lives as well.  

 

There is one more idea that emerges from our reading of 2 Chronicles 29.  It flows from the fact that the 
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Levites and priests were called upon to purify themselves.  There were plenty of Levites and priests in 

Jerusalem when Hezekiah's reforms began, but they were not prepared to do the necessary work because 

they themselves were not "clean."  (In fact in tomorrow's reading we will discover that the celebration of 

Passover actually had to be put off for one month because not enough priests were "clean" yet!!)  One writer 

commenting on this fact reminds us that "It was one thing to be a priest or a Levite, but quite another to be 

fit, at any given time to act as such.  The point which can be generalized here is that it is not enough in 

Christian service merely to be qualified or equipped, however impressive one's qualifications may be.  

Qualification only becomes meaningful when allied with discipline and determination."  That is a reminder 

that I need from time to time and I suspect all Christian ministers, leaders, Sunday School teachers, small 

group leaders etc. need.  Just because we have the credentials, it doesn't mean we are fit for ministry.  The 

most important part of the preparation is related to moral purity.  The priests and Levites had to gain that 

before they could lead Judah into worship. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

    
1
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WEEK 50, DAY 2       2 CHRONICLES 30-31 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read together chapters 30 and 31 of the Book of 2 

Chronicles.  The contrast between what we read here and what we have seen in previous days while reading 

about the state of affairs leading to the fall of Samaria could not be greater.  Hezekiah, by the grace of God, 

is completely different from his father Ahaz and what happened in Jerusalem and Judah after he reopened 

the doors of the temple and called for a new celebration of the Passover can only be described as a full scale 

revival of true religion. 

 

Now I want you to know that these two chapters have my undivided attention today because I am mightily 

interested in the subject of revival -- as so should all of God's saints.  That is clearly what we need today.  It 

is the only thing that I know that could "fix" the overwhelming problems of our society and our churches as 

we approach the conclusion of the second millennium of the Christian era.  We can pass all sorts of 

legislation, we can adopt wonderful new ideas and programs, but against poverty, war, disease, family and 

personal disintegration, and all of the other problems that ultimately have their roots in sin, there is really 

only one effective antidote and that is a revival of true religion.  So I am interested in 2 Chronicles 30 and 

31. 

 

I wish that we could minutely examine all of the conditions which led to the beginning of this revival in 

Judah.  I'd like to be able to do that so we could begin to work at re-creating those conditions here and now.  

There are only a few facts that are obvious to us in this regard.  The first is that the king of Judah was a 

godly king and the people were ready and willing to follow his lead.  This is an a obvious, but important 

fact.  When a nation (or a church) has godly leadership, the likelihood of a revival of true religion is much 

greater than if the leaders of the people are unrighteous.  In fact, if the leaders of the people are unrighteous 

a revival of true religion almost never happens. 

 

Next, it would appear that God's judgment on the sins of Israel, Judah's northern neighbor, had been duly 

noted and appreciated by both Hezekiah and his people.  The disaster in Israel fed the springs of revival in 

Judah.  This is well worth noting.  One of the reasons God judges those who do not walk in the ways of 

righteousness is so that others who are moving in the wrong direction will have the opportunity and motive 

to change their ways and begin to seek His face.  Whenever you witness the judgment of God falling on 
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others, stop and remember that one of the reasons He has brought it is to alert you to the consequences of sin 

and to warn you to do what is right before hand.  God meant for Judah to pay close attention to what He did 

to Israel, and in the days of Hezekiah they took the opportunity to do just that! 

 

But is it accurate to use the word "revival" to describe what is going on here in 2 Chronicles 30 and 31?  

Well, here are some of the facts concerning this festival.   

 

1. There was a movement which came from God and gave supernatural unity to the people.  The chronicler 

says, "The hand of God was on them."  That is surely something that happens in every revival, a sovereign 

moving of God among His people. 

 

2. Large numbers of people responded.  Both of those facts are always true of biblical revivals. 

 

3. God used this special season to humble the people who came -- especially those who came from towns in 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Revivals always involve groups of people humbling themselves before 

God. 

 

4. There were many individuals as well as priest and Levites who used the occasion to confess their sins and 

get right with God.  That also is always a mark of revival.  Every single recorded revival in Christian history 

has involved multitudes of people confessing their sins publicly and getting right with God. 

 

5. An atmosphere of holy joy is the fifth character that is noted here.  Every revival that I know about in 

Christian history has brought that joy and an outburst of music and praise to the God of all the earth.   

 

6. When the appointed festival came to an end -- nobody went home -- they just kept going for another 

seven days.  This too is surely remarkable!  But that is what always happens in revival times.  People come 

to church and when it is time for the service to end, it just keeps going for hours and even days on end.  

These are the effects of true revival! 

 

7. Note that the people went out from worship and changed their society.  They had a zeal for the Lord.  

Verse 1 of chapter 31 tells us that when it was all over, the Israelites who were there went out to the towns 

of Judah, smashed the sacred stones, cut down the Asherah poles and destroyed the high places and altars.  

They went out and changed the way their country lived!!  I will never forget the stories that I have read 

about live in Wales after the Great Revival in 1904.  When the meetings finally ended and the population 

went back to work, things were drastically different.  Policemen found that they had no significant work to 

do, taverns had to close because they had no customers.  Even the coal mine operators had a big problem 

because the donkeys used to haul the coal had been trained to respond only to profanity.  They had to be 

retrained to move with gentler forms of persuasion. 

 

8. The people began to give -- in unprecedented proportions.  The offerings came in so fast and in such 

abundance that all the priests and Levites could do was to pile them in huge heaps.  People gave freely and 

abundantly. 

 

Every single one of these eight signs occurs, along with others when there is a real revival -- these are signs 

of a real work of God in a place. 

 

That last sign -- the one relating to the abundant giving patterns is reflective of a deep spiritual truth that all 

too few of us have ever really learned.  It can be stated in its simplest form like this:  You cannot out give 

God!  You can try, but it can't be done.  That is His nature.  He loves to bless the people who have learned 

how to give generously and unstintingly in His name.  
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I was fascinated to notice Hezekiah's communication to the people of Israel.  He sent messengers to the 

remnant of the ten Northern tribes.  Vast portions of the Israelite population had been deported already by 

Assyria, but to the few remaining inhabitants there was an invitation to come and celebrate the Passover 

with Judah.  In the midst of the invitation (which was unfortunately for the most part scorned and ignored) 

there was this divine invitation, "Come to the sanctuary ... serve the Lord your God, so that His fierce anger 

will turn away from you.  If you return to the Lord, then your brothers and your children will be shown 

compassion by their captors and will return to this land for the Lord your God is gracious and 

compassionate.  He will not turn His face from you if you return."  -- Even at this late date -- even after the 

deportations had begun, God would have turned away the wrath and judgment, but Israel would not hear!  

They sealed their own fate. 

 

There is just one more subject to which we need to turn our attention for just a moment this morning.  We 

need to notice that Hezekiah, at least, had heard what God's prophets had consistently been saying about 

inward as opposed to external purity.  Having delayed the celebration of Passover for one month because so 

many priests and Levites were ceremonially unclean and needed to purify themselves, the fact was that even 

when the feast actually did begin, a great many of the people -- especially those who had come down from 

the Northern Kingdom -- still were not ritually clean.  Hezekiah let them participate in the celebration 

anyway, praying that the Lord who knows the hearts of men would spare the ones whose hearts were 

seeking God even if they were not "clean according to the rules of the sanctuary."  Did that startle you?  I 

must confess that in light of some of the things that we have read already in the Old Testament, it got my 

attention. 

 

But it is the heart and not the externals that God is most concerned about.  Jesus said it too -- remember His 

criticism of the Pharisees who He said were like "unwashed cups", clean on the outside but filthy on the 

inside!!  God heard Hezekiah's prayer and He answered thus furnishing us with some new light on other 

passages we have read in which God judged people rather exactly who did not keep the outward law.  I now 

believe that in those cases, a disregard for the outward law was only symptomatic of an inner disregard and 

carelessness for the precepts and the ways of God.  So, seeing the hearts as well as the actions of people like 

Nadab, Abihu and Uzzah, God brought down judgment upon them.  His concern for the outward keeping of 

the law is primarily a barometer for the inward attitude toward the law.  When the inner heart was right, 

God accepted the offerings even of those who were "not quite ready outwardly to participate.  Think about 

that. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 50, DAY 3               2 KINGS 18-19; 2 CHRONICLES. 32; ISAIAH 36-37 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Kings 18 and 2 Kings 19 and learned about the 

wonderful deliverance of Judah out of the hand of Sennacherib the latest Assyrian despot.  Remember our 

key verses from Psalm 20?  "Some trust in horses and some trust in chariots but we trust in the name of the 

Lord our God.  They are brought to their knees and fall but we rise up and stand firm."  Once again we are 

in possession of a beautiful demonstration of that great truth in action.  When all the dust clears it is the 

mighty Sennacherib who is fallen and it is King Hezekiah who stands firm in the Lord. 

 

Now we are accustomed by now to dealing with parallel accounts in Kings and Chronicles.  What we have 

for this account, however, is a report in triplicate.  The writer of II Chronicles reports in a somewhat 

abbreviated fashion what you read in II Kings 18 and 19.  But then the whole thing reappears almost 

verbatim (in fact the recorded prophecies are verbatim) in Isaiah chapters 36 and 37 where the account 

appears in his book.  Since the details are the same in each account (except for a few additional facts noted 

by the Chronicler about which I will be sure to alert you) I have asked you only to read the Kings version of 

the story. 

 

I couldn't help but think of a couple of old poems as I read about the foolish pride of Sennacherib today.  

One is entitled "The Destruction of Sennacherib" by the English poet Lord Byron.  If you are digging deeper 

today I'll make a copy of it available to you, but the last stanza goes like this.  "And the widows of Ashur are 

loud in their wail and the idols are broke in the temple of Baal, and the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the 

sword, hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord." 

 

The other poem, written by Shelley about a king of Egypt named Ozymandias seems even more appropriate 

as I reflect upon the might of these ancient Assyrian kings -- Tiglath-Pileser, Shalmaneser, Sargon and 

Sennacherib -- who for one brief moment in time seemed to rule the whole world and who foolishly thought 

themselves to be the lords of the earth.  Here is the poem: "I met a traveler from an antique land / Who saw 

two vast and trunkless legs of stone / Stand in the desert.  Near them on the sand / Half sunk, a shattered 

visage lies, Whose frown / and wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command / tell that its sculptor well those 

passions read / which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, / the hand that mocked them and the 

heart that fed; / and on the pedestal these words appear: / My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: / Look on 

my works, ye mighty and despair! / Nothing beside remains.  Round the decay / of that colossal wreck, 

boundless and bare, / The love and level sands stretch far away." 
2
  

 

That just about says it all.  Apart from the biblical records, the greatest men of their age (at least in their own 

opinions) were quickly reduced by the hand of God and the ravages of time to nothing more than 

archaeological curiosities.  Uncovering the remains of Nineveh (the modern name is Calah) in what is 

present day Iraq has given excitement and knowledge to the professional archaeologist and given 

confirmation to all that the Bible has recorded concerning Assyria and its kings, but the greatest kings in the 

world of their day were gone in a flash and their mighty civilization with them.  The lesson was not lost on 

Isaiah as we shall see when we read through his great book, but it keeps getting lost, in almost every 

generation by the great and powerful of "this" time who forget that like Sennacherib our Assyrian 

Ozymandias, kings fall and nations disappear but God and God alone remains.  In passing, it might be worth 

noting that Sennacherib's own account of what happened in Judah has been uncovered by archaeologists and 

translated by Assyriologists from the cuneiform tablets on which it was written.  He tells about all the 

Judean cities that he conquered and then boasts of having shut Hezekiah up in Jerusalem like a bird in a 
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cage.  Interestingly he doesn't say anything about conquering Jerusalem (because he didn't) and he leaves the 

affair with God's angel of death entirely out of his boastful history.  He leaves it out, but the Greek historian 

Herodotus does tell of Sennacherib's post-haste retreat to his own land after "thousands of field mice 

swarmed over them in the night and ate their quivers, their bowstrings and the leather handles of their 

shields so that on the following day, having no arms to fight with, they abandoned their position and 

suffered severe losses during the retreat."  Putting Herodotus' words together with the biblical account some 

scholars have postulated that God sent a bubonic plague to accomplish His work.  I think that I will just 

stand by the explanation that the angel of the Lord struck down 185,000 Assyrian soldiers one night and 

Sennacheribs decided to go home.   

 

Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled to the letter.  On hearing a report about troop movements on the part of the 

Egyptian king, Sennacherib countered and the officers who had laid siege to Jerusalem at his command 

responded by lifting the siege to assist their king.  Sennacherib sent Hezekiah a letter to assure him that the 

reprieve was only temporary.  He intended to return quickly but the visit of the angel of the Lord precluded 

that return just as Isaiah had said.  Sennacherib had no alternative then.  He returned home where the final 

part of Isaiah's prophecy was also fulfilled when his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer cut him down with the 

sword. 

 

The prophecy of Isaiah directed in part to Sennacherib and partly to Hezekiah makes the position of the 

pagan king exceedingly clear.  God says, "Long ago I ordained it.  In days of old I planned it.  Now I have 

brought it to pass that you have turned fortified cities into piles of stone."  Sennacherib, don't be too 

impressed with yourself, this was My idea and My plan all along.  You are just My instrument.  But because 

you are full of self-pride and arrogance, I will bring you down.  My hook is in your nose and My bit is in 

your mouth.  You can only do what I want you to do.  This, once again is a classic example of the 

sovereignty of God in action.  Sennacherib the pagan king of a heathen nation sets out to sate his voracious 

appetite for land, wealth and power, and ends up doing exactly what God wanted him to do all along!  What 

a mighty God we serve. 

 

The word of Hezekiah comes in the form of a promise.  The next two years you can eat what grows all by 

itself.  In the third year you will need to sow the seed and you will eat its abundance.  Sennacherib will not 

win.  You will not be deported to a foreign land.  Jerusalem will not be taken. 

 

The Book of Chronicles tells us about some building projects engaged in by Hezekiah in preparation for the 

defense of Jerusalem.  Old walls were repaired, new ones built.  Extensive work was undertaken on the 

water supply system (some of which involved blocking up the springs outside the city wall so that a 

besieging army would have no opportunity to refresh itself there.  Archaeologists have done a great deal of 

investigation into these improvements to the city's defense.  You can see many of these improvements still 

today. 

 

Hezekiah's response to external pressure is a great model for us.  He took Sennacherib's threats and spread 

them out before the Lord in prayer in the temple.  He did not run to Egypt for protection, though there is 

enough evidence here to suggest that both the Egyptian and Judean kings were well aware not only of 

Sennacherib but of one another as well.  Nevertheless, Hezekiah's trust was squarely upon the Lord of 

heaven.  He prayed.  Isaiah prayed.  The people prayed, and God answered prayer.   If you humble yourself 

under the mighty hand of God, He will lift you up at the proper time!!!! 

 

There was a fascinating bit of psychological warfare in evidence today in the conversation between 

Hezekiah's officers and the military representatives of Sennacherib.  Please speak Aramaic, Hezekiah's 

officials say, we understand you.  No, Sennacherib's men retort and they yell everything out in Hebrew so 

that the inhabitants of Jerusalem can be more fully intimidated by what they hear. 
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Did you notice the little aside right at the beginning of the reading telling us what Hezekiah did to the 

bronze serpent -- the type of Christ that Moses had lifted up in the wilderness after one of Israel's many 

wilderness rebellions?  The Nehushtan, as it had come to be called because the Hebrew word for snake is 

na'ha's and the word for bronze is neho'set.  So Judah became idolatrous and Hezekiah broke it up and 

destroyed it.  It was just a thing!  A piece of bronze that God chose to use, but the people had started to 

worship it instead of the God who stood behind it!  That is frightfully common not only in Israel, not only in 

that day, but in all generations.  Reminders became objects of reverence and finally idols. 

 

One last observation and we must conclude.  The writer of 2 Kings calls Hezekiah the best king Judah ever 

had.  "There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah either by him or after him."  That is a 

marvelous tribute.  

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 50, DAY 4   2 KINGS 20; 2 CHRONICLES 32:24-33; ISAIAH 38; PSALM 120  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read 2 Kings 20; 2 Chronicles 32:24-33; Isaiah 38; and 

Psalm 120. 

 

The first thing that we need to understand is that the events recorded in the passages we read today probably 

occurred before the destruction of Sennacherib's army about which we read yesterday.  We know that the 

siege of Jerusalem which was broken by a report God sent to Sennacherib occurred in 701 BC and we may 

assume that the envoys from Merodach-Baladan of Babylon must have come to Hezekiah at some time prior 

to 703 or 702 BC when he was sent into exile by Sennacherib.  Sargon II, Sennacherib's predecessor on the 

throne of Assyria died in 705 BC and shortly after that Merodach-Baladan reestablished for a short period 

the independence of Babylon from Assyria.  That period of independence was short-lived and by 702 BC, 

the year before he came to Jerusalem, Sennacherib had reconquered Babylon with Merodach-Baladan 

fleeing for his life. 

 

The envoys from the Babylonian king would almost certainly have come to Jerusalem during that brief 

period of independence.  Their stated purpose in coming was to inquire about the miraculous cure that 

Hezekiah had experienced, and since the sign of that cure was the moving of the sun's shadow backward ten 

steps on the staircase of Ahaz, it is possible that a very great miracle had caught the attention of the whole 

known world!  We need to be a little careful here because we are only told that the sun's shadow moved 

backward not (as in Joshua) that the sun itself was disturbed in its regular progress.  In Joshua 10 we know 

that is what happened.  The best we can do here is to say that it "might" have happened, but if it did then we 

are not surprised that envoys from Babylon came to check up on what had happened. 

 

It is very probable that the Babylonians had another agenda as well -- that of forming an alliance with Judah, 

Egypt and anyone else who would join against Sennacherib and the Assyrian empire builders. 

 

One question that rises from the text is with reference to why Hezekiah's unwise, but otherwise seemingly 

innocent action of showing everything he had to the Babylonian envoys provoked such a harsh response 

from God.  It is possible from the accounts in Isaiah and kings to suggest that the action of Hezekiah was not 

inappropriate but that it simply created an opportunity for Isaiah to make an important announcement: that 

something after the conclusion of Hezekiah's reign, Judah would follow her northern neighbor into captivity, 

but not to Assyria -- the logical candidate for overlord of the year honors, but to Babylon who at this point in 

time was a second rate vassal state.  It is the chronicles account, however, that makes it clear that God was 

displeased with Hezekiah and that the reason for that displeasure was Hezekiah's pride! 
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The reign of King Hezekiah was a wonderful one -- He was the best Judah ever had.  But even righteous 

kings are susceptible to the subtle sin of pride.  After God had miraculously cured Hezekiah and confirmed 

that healing miracle with another one in the realm of nature, it is quite possible that Hezekiah began to think 

of himself as something (or someone) pretty special.  "God must love me more than others" he may have 

reasoned, "After all, how many others have had 15 years added to their life and had God bless them as He 

has me?"  The additional flattery of the servants of the Babylonian king would have added to the 

intoxication of a pride-filled heart and God rebuked his servant. 

 

The lessons of this are pretty obvious I think.  For righteous men and women who are experiencing the 

blessing of God in unusual ways, the great danger is always that of pride.  It is our most subtle and our most 

devastating enemy.  Let him who _____ he stand take heed lest he fall. 

 

The other lesson flows directly from that one -- even the best and most righteous of God's choice servants 

are susceptible to sin.  No one is immune, not even the greatest king that Judah ever had. 

Did you notice how this account began?  Hezekiah gets sick and Isaiah, God's prophet, comes to deliver a 

message.  You are not going to get better so you need to put your house in order.  Hezekiah is grief stricken 

and he turns to God in prayer.  "Remember O God," he prays, "How I have walked before you faithfully 

with a wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes.'  I do not think that Hezekiah was 

saying, God I deserve to live because I am such a good man, but I do think that he was pleading a clear 

principle of God's Word. i.e. that God blesses those who obey Him.  That is all.  God listens to that prayer 

and sends Isaiah back to tell Hezekiah that he will give him 15 more years. 

 

We are here face to face with yet another example of the mysterious connection between the sovereignty of 

God and the activity of prayer.  We could employ the most brilliant of human minds for the next 50 years in 

the attempt to answer all of the questions generated each time we carefully examine this question.  But this 

much is clearly certain.  Prayer, even when set against the backdrop of the sovereignty of God is not a futile 

activity.  Yes it is true that God knows the end from the beginning.  It is even true that He has ordained all 

that will come to pass.  Yesterday we heard him tell Sennacherib that even the invasion plans of his pagan 

heart had been established by God from before the foundation of the universe.  So God does ordain the 

events of our lives and He has a plan which He is working out for His glory and our good but at the same 

time He wants us to pray and He answers our prayers.  The best solution I can give, is the same one I have 

offered before and that is that God ordains the means (our prayers) as well as the ends (our futures) and that 

the former really do effect the latter. 

 

He wants us to pray because as we do so we freely line ourselves up with His purpose, His will and His 

glory!  Do not ever think that it is useless to pray because God already knows what He is going to do.  He 

knows alright -- but your prayer may also be a part of what He has purposed to do! 

 

I want you to notice as well that God agreed to heal the king and then sent Isaiah to order a poultice -- a 

medical remedy to be placed on the boil.  Now that is truly surprising, is it not?  Why not just have the 

prophet make a pronouncement, or pray a prayer or anoint the king with oil?  Why a medical remedy?  Well, 

the "why" is impossible to answer.  We can never answer that question when it is applied to a sovereign 

work of God's grace beyond saying, "Because He chose to do it that way!"  But we can learn from this once 

again that there is absolutely no contradiction between divine healing and the application of the best medical 

methods available.  God's common grace -- i.e. the knowledge that comes from Him via natural revelation 

and is therefore available to all people without regard to their relationship to His covenants, and God's 

special grace.  The knowledge that comes from special revelation and through a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ -- and the special privileges that attach themselves to it, are not in competition.  They go 

together and they work together to accomplish His purposes in the lives of His people.  So Hezekiah prays 

and God heals -- using the best medical technology of the day.  We need to see this clearly.  A firm belief in 
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divine healing does not automatically mean that we will never see a medical doctor.  Nor does it imply that 

if we pray for healing it is therefore wrong to take aspirin.  These things are not exclusive and we must not 

make them so.  God can (and often does) heal without any form of medical attention at all, but He may just 

as often work through medicine that has been prayerfully applied.  I believe in divine healing and I also 

believe in thermometers! 

 

Hezekiah was a very great king but he was also very human.  When informed by Isaiah that the sovereign 

plan of God would take His people into exile to Babylon, at sometime after his reign had concluded, his 

reaction is one of passive acceptance (and relief).  Because he thought at least "there will be peace and 

security in my lifetime.  I can relate to that! 

 

Within three days of the miracle of the sun's shadow, Hezekiah found himself once again in the temple of 

the Lord.  As he climbed the steps to enter the house of God, I cannot tell you which of the Psalms he was 

singing, but I know for certain that he would have been singing a Psalm of praise to God. 

 

There is a group of 15 Psalms starting with Psalm 120 that are known as the Songs of Ascent. (not put 

together as ____ until after exile and some were surely written after the return from Babylon, but there are 

some Bible students who believe that Hezekiah wrote several of the Psalms.  I am not certain that they are 

right, but I have asked you to read the first of those Psalms, Psalm 120, today.  Picture Hezekiah three days 

after the miracle climbing the temple steps singing the praise of his God.  "I call on the Lord in my distress 

and he answers me."  The Psalm begins and it is a Psalm which probably was written by a king who saw 

himself as a man of peace being pushed (perhaps by Babylon and Egypt) towards war.  (Mesheck, by the 

way, was in central Asia and Kedar in Arabia.  Kedar is also mentioned in the Book of Isaiah.) 

 

Our time is gone.  This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 50, DAY 5             PSALMS 123, 125, 128, 129, 130, 132, 134 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished Week 50 of Know the Word by reading eight 

Psalms that have sometimes been attributed to Hezekiah.  I want to make it very clear that we have no 

certain knowledge that he wrote all or any of the Psalms, but as one who loved the Temple of God and the 

worship of the Lord, the singing and writing of such Psalms would have been entirely in character for the 

greatest king that Judah ever had. 

 

Each of these short Psalms came to be included in a group of 15 Psalms called ‘The Songs of Ascent’, 

which were used in the Temple liturgy, probably at the Feast of Tabernacles or one of the annual feasts 

which brought pilgrims from all over Israel to the Temple.  The collection of Psalms, of which the ones we 

read are a part, probably did not come together until after the Babylonian captivity (at least one of the Songs 

of Ascent which we did not read is clearly post-exilic).  The whole collection of Psalms from 120-134, 

together with 135 and 136, came later to be known as the ‘Great Hallel’. 

 

Psalm 121 of course is one of the most familiar Psalms in the Bible.  The specter of an Assyrian invasion 

was looming ever closer, with Israel gone - taken away into captivity - and no place else to turn, I do not 

have much difficulty visualizing King Hezekiah stopping as he mounted the steps of the Temple to intone 

those beautiful words, "I lift up my eyes to the hills, Where does my help come from?  My help comes from 

the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.  He will not let your foot slip.  He who watches over you will not 

slumber.  He who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep..." 

 

When Hezekiah said to the people of Judah, "Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria 

and the vast army with him, for there is a greater danger with us than with him.  With him is only the arm of 

the flesh but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles."  He could easily have stopped 

and then said, now let us sing the 121st Psalm.  They fit hand in glove. 

 

The antidote to fear, the prescription for insecurity, is the realization that the God who is really there is the 

God who is both sovereign and omniscient.  He is always aware of His people and He will not allow you to 

be overwhelmed.  "Fear not danger," wrote the old Puritan William Jenkyn, "for he who slumbers not 

preserves thee..."  It worked for Hezekiah and I know that it will work for me. 

 

The 123rd Psalm is much the same.  As the king rose to the next step he might have prayed,  “I lift my eyes 

to you whose throne is in heaven.  Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us.”  That is a very Biblical 

and very powerful prayer.  An old Catholic friend of mine who once served as a wing commander in his 

country's air force taught me the value and the power of that prayer.  Whenever I am in trouble or confused, 

this true believer told me, I just pray, “O Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me.”  He then took that prayer 

apart word by word and explained it to me and I quickly knew that this was no mechanical repetition of 

meaningless words.  He knew exactly what he was praying.  For a few minutes he talked about the word 

“Lord” and how it meant that Christ was the absolute sovereign Master of the universe with all power and 

authority in His hand.  Jesus” spoke to him of the one who was his Savior and with whom an intensely 

personal relationship had developed.  One closer than a brother would surely respond in time of need.  

"Christ" was the title that pointed to the office that Jesus occupied - HE was Messiah, the anointed one of 

God.  “Mercy”, not justice – “mercy” - the loving kindness of an infinitely loving God.  “Mercy” is what I 

always need when I am confused and in trouble.  “Have mercy on us, O Lord” - It's still a great prayer to 

pray. 

 

In Psalm 125, the shout of the faithful is, "The scepter of the wicked will not remain over the land allotted to 

the righteous."  The ones who trust the Lord are, it says, "Like Mount Zion which cannot be shaken."  

Again, I don't know if Hezekiah wrote this song, but he surely could have sung it, and so can we! 
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Psalm 128 contains these words: “Blessed are all ye who fear the Lord, who walk in His ways.  You will eat 

the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.”  That was Hezekiah’s experience.  He would 

have had no difficulty writing or singing that one!  Dare I say it yet again?  Let it be a settled principle that 

God honors those who obey and honor Him.  It’s true.  The devil also challenges those same people, just 

like Sennacherib came to challenge Hezekiah, but the Lord honors them nonetheless. 

 

The 129
th
 Psalm could easily have come from Hezekiah’s heart.  “They have greatly oppressed me from my 

youth - let Israel say - they have greatly oppressed me from my youth, but they have not gained the victory 

over me…But the Lord is righteous; He has cut me free from the cords of the wicked.  “I guess that would 

be just about how Hezekiah would have felt on the day after Sennacherib packed up and went back to 

Nineveh. 

 

In the 130
th
 Psalm there is a theme of forgiveness.  Verses 3 and 4 are precious - they deserve to be 

memorized.  “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  But with you there is 

forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  “Well, there is a record kept of sins - you know that.  But when 

Christ’s blood is applied to it, the sins are erased and we stand forgiven forever. 

 

Psalm 132 recalls the fervor of David to build a Temple for the Lord and the excitement that surrounded the 

execution of that dream under Solomon his son.  It highlights the promise of God to David that one of his 

descendants will sit upon the throne.  A king in David’s line, like Hezekiah, might well have written that and 

spent a lot of time reflecting on that promise. 

 

The last of the Psalms that have been attributed to Hezekiah is also the shortest of that group, only 3 verses 

long:  “Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord who minister by night in the house of the Lord.  Lift up 

your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.  May the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, bless you 

from Zion.” 

 

Short, but a wonderful injunction and blessing nonetheless.  I know that we have noted this before, but there 

are an awful lot of injunctions to worship in the Bible that have the idea of lifting your hands in worship.  I 

wonder why so many of us culture-bound American Christians have such a hard time with that?  In our 

undemonstrative church culture - “I used to say our undemonstrative culture” but I don’t anymore - I’ve 

been to too many sporting events where there are uplifted arms all over the place - to believe that Americans 

are unresponsive and unemotional.  That strains my credulity just a bit too much!  In our undemonstrative 

church culture we are schooled against the idea of overly fervent demonstrations.  That is probably not a 

good thing.  It is surely not a Biblical idea.  Not only is there no law against raising your hands in worship, 

there are a host of positive commands to do it. 

 

Another pastor helped me with this idea not very long ago.  He pointed out that raised hands typically signal 

three things universally.  Number 1 - they are a signal of surrender.  Someone on the battlefield will lift their 

hands into the air - they are surrendering, and they are looking for help from anyone who can give it.  If you 

are on a battlefield and you raise your hands, you have just declared your surrender and asked for help.  It 

doesn’t matter what language you speak, everyone understands that. 

 

Secondly - upraised hands are a signal of love and trust. Every parent knows that because they know the joy 

of walking through the door and being greeted by a youngster running full tilt with uplifted arms.  It signals 

acceptance, love and says “please pick me up and hold me”. 

 

Third - uplifted arms are a signal of excitement.  You’re sitting on the 50-yard line and there are 3 seconds 

left in the game. The quarterback fades back and lets go with a long pass which is received and the player 
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stumbles into the end zone, just as time expires.  Your team wins!  So you sit in the stands and politely clap. 

I don’t think so!  You jump out of your seat, you throw your arms into the air, and you cheer for everything 

that you’re worth because you are celebrating the victory. 

 

Those are the three reasons that people most commonly lift their arms and it would seem to me that all three 

would be applicable in a worship service.  Perhaps it is not such a strange and un-American idea that we 

ought to lift our arms in worship.  

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great weekend and I’ll talk with you again next week. 

 


