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WEEK 49, DAY 1          HOSEA 1-3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 49 of Know the Word.  Today you read Hosea 

1-3. 

 

Since the Book of Hosea divides itself easily into four fairly equal sections, we are going to spend one day 

this week on each of those four sections before we turn on Friday back to the story of the kings of Israel. 

 

The first section of Hosea's book is autobiographical and it is one of the most poignant and powerful 

sections of the entire Old Testament.  I hope that you had the time to read it slowly and carefully today.  

There are some Bible students who want to read the story of Hosea and Gomer as an allegory -- a piece of 

fictional literature that is included in scripture to help us to better understand the nature and ways of God.  

There is nothing in the account to give credence to that idea though a great deal in the Word of God exists to 

suggest that this is a true story of what God required of a real man of God in order for that man and the 

nation to whom he spoke on behalf of God to understand their own relationship to God and the tremendous 

pain and love that God had because of them on their behalf. 

 

Tell me something.  How would you feel if God told you that He wanted you to marry someone who was 

thoroughly immoral and untrustworthy -- perhaps even a prostitute -- that is what happened to poor Hosea.  I 

don't know about you, but at that very point I would be trying to work a fast career change.  I would turn in 

my prophet's credentials on the spot and see about a new career in garbage collection or street sweeping or -- 

well, anything else I could think of.  But, of course, Hosea didn't have that option and neither do we.  When 

God says do this -- He expects us to obey.  Since Hosea was roughly contemporary with Jonah the prophet 

who tried to resign, he may have had before him a very fresh example of why resignation was not a viable 

option for a prophet of God.  So, at the command of God, Hosea marries a woman he doesn't love -- a 

woman who probably has been very promiscuous already, and who will be unfaithful.  Hosea was not your 

typical expectant happy bridegroom!  But why?  Why would God require such a thing of His servant Hosea? 

 The answer was right there at the beginning of today's reading.  God said, "Do this," because Israel is guilty 

of the vilest adultery in departing from the Lord.  So God gets His man to marry Gomer, the adulterous wife 

-- she may even have been a prostitute, to demonstrate the relationship between Himself and His chosen 

people who He likens to an adulterous bride.  God made an object lesson out of Hosea.  Now that is pretty 

tough but it is not out of character for God to do that.  Do you remember Genesis 22 -- the story of Abraham 

and Isaac on a trip to Mount Moriah where God said to Abraham, I want you to sacrifice your much loved 

son to Me.  That was another story that was pretty hard to understand but which was an object lesson.  It 

was that kind of experience.  Do this, Abraham, because I want you to understand how I feel and I want the 

people who encounter your situation to better understand what I am going to do. 

 

We haven't read the Book of Jeremiah yet, but when we do we are going to see the "object-lesson" motif in 

action again!  God is going to ask that weeping prophet to do some absolutely mortifying things and when 

Jeremiah wants to know why, the answer is basically going to be -- I want to make of you an object lesson. 

 

An object lesson -- and also a fool -- because Hosea is going to be publicly humiliated by this woman.  The 

people of Israel are going to laugh at him -- call him a fool.  Hosea, I will make a fool out of you, but when I 

have done so you will understand Me better than anyone else in Israel -- better than anyone else alive.  I 

hope that as you read these chapters today your heart went out to Hosea but I hope something else happened 

too -- I hope you realized that sometimes God, in His sovereign wisdom, uses His servants in ways that 

seem awfully hard.  He does it to create object lessons and in doing so, His servants quite often look very 
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foolish.  They are even sometimes humiliated.  But if God ever chooses to use you that way, remember this. 

It is the Hoseas and Abrahams and Jeremiahs of this world who come to best understand the mind and heart 

of God.  In the end they are not the losers but the greatest winners of all.  It may be very painful, but being 

made a fool for the sake of Christ is never a losing proposition. 

 

The second thing we need to note together today are the names of Hosea's children.  His firstborn son is 

named Jezreel.  That is a not too subtle reminder to the house of Israel of the slaughter that had put the 

house of Jehu (of which Jeroboam II was the third king of the four that God had promised would follow 

Jehu to the throne because Jehu in spite of that slaughter had ended the worship of Baal in Israel) but now 

because of the sins of the dynasty and the nation, Jehu's house was also about ready for judgment.  "Jezreel 

was named to remind them of that.  The next child to be born to Hosea and Gomer was a daughter named 

Lo-Ruhamah.  It means not loved and the message that was meant to be conveyed is that though Judah 

would continue for a while at least to know the favor of God, Ephraim -- the Northern Kingdom had 

forfeited that wonderful privilege.  The third child was a son named Lo-Ammi, -- "not my people."  The 

nation knew that Hosea was a prophet.  Every time his children walked down the street, they must have 

shuddered at the object lessons before them. 

 

The third and most important thing we need to think about as we contemplate the strange story of Hosea and 

Gomer, his adulterous wife, is the wonderful picture that it paints for us of the divine miracle of redemption. 

 There were several ways you could fall into slavery in Hosea's world.  You could be born a slave, you could 

become a prisoner of war and therefore a slave, or you could incur a debt so large that your freedom was 

forfeited because of your inability to pay.  It is apparent that Gomer, after leaving Hosea in quest of her 

adulterous relationships, must have fallen into a debt so large that she could not pay it and then one day 

found herself being auctioned off as a slave. 

 

Whether Hosea had to outbid other would be buyers, we do not know.  The scripture doesn't tell us that, but 

Hosea went to the slave market and "redeemed" his adulterous wife.  He bought again that which once had 

been his.  "Redemption" is of course a key New Testament word.  It describes the work of the Lord Jesus 

Christ on the cross.  He "redeemed" us.  We were born into sin, we were held as prisoners of war under the 

bondage of Satan, and by our own actions have incurred a debt that we could never pay.  We were slaves on 

all three counts!!  When Jesus Christ died, the Bible says He paid the ransom price for our sin and bought us 

back. 

 

Some of you will be digging deeper today.  I want you to do a little research into the meaning of that word 

"redemption."  It is an exceedingly important word to us, describing as it does one portion of the finished 

work of Christ upon the cross.  I believe that one time before I shared with you a simple diagram that will 

help you to remember what actually happened when Jesus Christ died on Calvary.  I want to share it again to 

fix it in your memories.  Picture if you will a triangle.  At the left hand point of the triangle write or picture 

the name of Jesus Christ.  At the top God the Father and at the right side you should place your own name.  

Draw an arrow from the name of Christ toward the Father and write the word propitiation on that line.  

Christ propitiated or turned away the Father's wrath against sin.  Draw another arrow from the Father toward 

your name and on that line write the word justification.  Christ made it possible for God to justify or legally 

declare you guiltless because on the cross Christ paid the debt.  Across the bottom of your triangle, moving 

from Christ toward your name, draw a third arrow and on that arrow write the word redemption.  When He 

died, Jesus Christ paid your debt in full and bought you, just like Hosea bought Gomer. 

 

 



 

 
 
 3 

Oh, one last thing.  After he paid the price, Hosea did not "invite" Gomer to come home.  He commanded 

her to do so.  You do see the parallel, don't you?  Jesus Christ doesn't "invite" sinners to repent any more 

than Hosea did.  The price paid was just too high.  He commands repentance!!  Think about that.  It may not 

square with your concept of evangelism but it does square with what the Bible teaches about salvation. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 49, DAY 2         HOSEA 4:1-6:3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Hosea chapters 4:1 - 6:3 and finished the second 

section of this little Book that highlights the wonderful faithful love of God. 

 

There is a marked difference between chapter 1-3 of Hosea and the rest of the Book which is much more 

like the passage we read today.  There is no more biographical information here.  The symbolic and 

allegorical nature of Hosea's life and marriage are completely missing from the rest of the Book.  But those 

first three chapters have set the stage for everything else we will read in the book by alerting us to God's 

understanding that Israel's sin has been that of physical and spiritual adultery and even prostitution.  

Someone has defined adultery as "the sin of seeking satisfaction in unlawful relationships" and prostitution 

as "perversion for the sake of hire and gain."  God had loved Israel, created her, carried her, been husband to 

her but Israel had gone after other gods and prostituted her position and privileges by indulging in idolatry.  

Spiritual adultery is primarily what is in view here but do not lose sight of the fact that physical adultery, 

prostitution and sexual immorality of all sorts had crept into not only the life but the religion of the ten tribes 

because of their unwillingness to follow the laws that God had laid down. 

 

I have to admit to you this morning that our readings in the minor prophets have been a bit disturbing to me 

because they seem so very relevant.  The things for which God judged Israel are the very things that I find 

all around me.  "Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has a charge to bring against 

you who live in the land: There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgement of God in the land.  There 

is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows 

bloodshed ..." (4:1-2)  Now does that sound like America circa 1994 or what? 

 

Did you notice the root cause of all of this?  Hosea says that God's people Israel are being destroyed from "a 

lack of knowledge" -- the knowledge of God. 

 

Here is what Hosea says happened.  Once upon a time, Israel had a full and certain knowledge of the Lord.  

Then, Israel rejected that knowledge -- They turned away from it.  Then they exchanged their glory for 

something disgraceful and ended up with idolatry and prostitution and violence.  Does that picture painted 

by Hosea ring any bells in your head?  It ought to.  It ought to make you think of the first chapter of the 

Book of Romans.  You remember Paul's argument there, don't you?  He says, "The wrath of God is being 

revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their 

wickedness ...  Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 

foolish hearts were darkened ...  They became fools and exchanged the glory of immortal God for images 

made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  Therefore God gave them over in the 

sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity...  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 

and served created things rather than the Creator ..." 

 

Do you see it?  Apart from the fact that we can be pretty sure that the Apostle Paul was very familiar with 

the Book of Hosea, it shows us that Romans I is a description of exactly what happened in Israel but more 

than that of exactly what happens every single time man chooses to ignore the revelation that God has given 

him.  The downward spiral starts whenever people who have God's revelation choose to ignore it.  When the 

knowledge of the Lord fails (because men choose to ignore it), then people stop acknowledging the Lord.  

When the acknowledgement of the Lord is gone then an exchange takes place.  Something has to fill the 

vacuum.  That's when idolatry rears its ugly head and sexual immorality always follows that.  That's what 

happened in Israel.  That's what has happened in America too.  We have a famine of the knowledge of the 



 

 
 
 5 

Lord. 

 

Now for the next nail in Israel's (and maybe America's) coffin.  Did you notice that Hosea's harshest words 

are meted out to the priests because that is where the famine began.  The priests rejected God's law.  They 

stopped teaching Israel His word and led them in the headlong rush toward destruction and judgment.  As 

one of the class of people charged in our day with the task of imparting to the new Israel the knowledge of 

God, I am very conscious that the very same thing has happened in 20th century America.  The knowledge 

of God has been lost in our land because the pastors who should have been teaching it rejected it 

themselves.  They have spent their energies teaching other things and doing all kinds of "good" things which 

by themselves might seem very noble but which in fact are death dealing if they distract us from teaching 

and learning the Word of God. 

 

If Hosea's diagnosis was right, then we now know how to address the very similar environment in which we 

find ourselves today.  We can address it only by going to the root of the problem and working as hard as we 

can to restore to our society the missing foundation -- the knowledge of the Lord!  That is why it is so 

important for you to know the Word.  Our churches are full to overflowing with sincere Christians who are 

biblically illiterate.  You can prove it very easily.  Today, ask the next three Christians you encounter if they 

can tell you anything at all about the Book of Hosea.  You will probably find that two of them don't even 

know there is a Book in the Bible called Hosea!  Just this week someone put in my hand a standard Sunday 

School lesson book from the year 1924.  I want you to know that if the teacher's guide is any indication at all 

of what the students were expected to learn and know, then we have come a very long way in the wrong 

direction.  What you are doing right now, in making the effort (nearly a whole year of effort by now) to 

learn the Word is the first step toward saving our society.  If you have the knowledge of the Lord then you 

will be much more likely to acknowledge the Lord.  This is crucial!! 

 

I hope you noticed as well that the portion of Hosea's Book we read today ended on a note of great hope.  In 

spite of the fact that the spiral of sin had brought Israel nearly to her zero hour, Hosea issues this hope filled 

call: "Come, let us return to the Lord.  He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he 

will bind up our wounds.  After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may 

live in his presence.  Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge him.  As surely as the sun 

rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth." 

 

Hosea is saying: even now, if we will acknowledge Him, He will heal us.  It is never too late to turn back to 

God!  But there is more.  Even if the judgment falls, Hosea is confident that healing will follow.  Friends, 

even if because of stubborn rebellion and sin God has to tear us apart, the day will come when He will heal 

us. 

 

God sent Hosea to deliver His message to Ephraim because no matter how late the hour He will respond to 

repentant hearts.  But also because Ephraim's southern neighbor Judah was treading the same path albeit 

with a few occasional and rather temporary detours toward righteousness.  Hosea was also sent to Israel so 

that Judah could have the chance to see what God was doing and change her course and direction.  That is 

the reason.  Hosea speaks also about the sins and the "sores" of Judah. 

 

You also noted, I am sure, that the captivities of both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms were clearly 

predicted by Hosea, the man of God. 

 

We did not have a pleasant passage to read today, but I believe that it has profoundly significant for us who 



 

 
 
 6 

also live in a society that has lost the knowledge of the Lord. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 49, DAY 3         HOSEA 6:4-10:15 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Hosea 6:4 through the end of chapter 10. 

 

The portion of Hosea's great book of prophecy that we read today contains the pronouncement of God's 

righteous judgment against the people of Israel.  It is full of vivid imagery that lodges itself deeply in the 

mind.  I personally will never forget one bit of that imagery. 

 

Over 20 years ago now, I was a first year seminary student enrolled in a class with the imposing title of 

Homiletics 101.  That by the way means, "Introduction to Preaching."  I was less than excited when I 

discovered that the Bible texts from which we were supposed to preach were assigned by the instructor.  I 

was hoping for John 3:16 or Romans 3:23 or any other verse or passage about which I had heard eight or ten 

sermons that could get my mind in gear.  What I got, however, was a little slip of paper that said Hosea 7:8b, 

"Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over."  That's all it said.  I thought my professor must be joking or else he 

must be the cruelest man in the entire world.  I quickly looked up the New Testament verse which was the 

alternate that I was permitted to use if the Old Testament text proved too difficult.  Imagine my chagrin 

when I looked up Revelation 21:13 which says in describing the New Jerusalem, "There were three gates on 

the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west."  I preached from Hosea!! 

 

A little research, however, yielded a very vivid picture.  The baking in ancient Israel was done outside.  You 

heated flat stones in a fire and then buried them in a shallow pit with the flat cakes you were cooking 

wrapped in leaves on top of them.  But if you forgot at the appropriate moment to turn the cakes over, you 

had a cake not turned -- or in modern parlance, a half-baked cake.  As you might expect, I preached my 

sermon on "half-baked" Christianity.  I doubt you would want to hear that sermon. 

 

Ephraim is a cake not turned.  But Ephraim is also like a dove --easily deceived and easily snared by the 

hunters (in this case Egypt and Assyria) who cast their nets into the air to snare the unwary birds.  Then 

Ephraim is like a wild donkey wandering alone, selling herself for the prostitutes fee of Assyrian protection. 

 Both Menahem and Hoshea, two of the last kings of Israel, paid tribute to Assyria in an attempt to buy 

security for the nation.  What they did not understand was that the Lord, not Assyria, had become the real 

enemy of Israel!  It was the Lord that was about to send judgment.  Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to 

thresh so I will put a yoke upon her neck and make her plow the hard fields of deportation and exile. 

 

In chapter 10 there is one more image that is of special importance because of the frequency with which it 

recurs not only in the prophets but also in the New Testament.  Israel is likened to a spreading vine -- the 

vine of the Lord.  Isaiah will use a similar analogy calling Israel a vineyard.  The Lord Jesus Christ Himself  

will pick up on both the vine and the vineyard analogies.  This passage may well have provided the 

background for John chapter 15 -- one of the "great" chapters of the Bible in which Jesus said, "I am the 

vine and you are the branches ..." 

 

In the passage that we read today, the punishment that God will bring upon Israel is spelled out quite 

explicitly.  Samaria and its king will "float away like a twig on the surface of the water."  She will go into 

captivity to Assyria. 

 

Right at the heart of all of the denunciations and pronouncements there are repeated references -- I counted 

five or six in chapters 8, 9 and 10 to the idols -- the calf idols that Jeroboam set up right after the division of 

the kingdom to prevent the people from going down to Jerusalem to worship the Lord.  Those idols were 
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right at the heart of Israel's downfall and even though Jehu did some good in eliminating the priests of Baal, 

the fact that the idols were never removed left the cancer intact right at the heart of the nation and God's 

judgment finally fell on Samaria for her idolatrous ways. 

 

I hope that you also took the time to notice two very significant passages -- one right at the beginning and 

one at the end of our reading today.  They are among the most important parts of this Book of Hosea and 

would both be worth committing to memory.  The first is a principle that is stated in similar words several 

different times in scripture.  Hosea writes on behalf of the Lord in chapter 6.  "For I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings."  We read something pretty similar in the 

passage in Amos that called for justice to roll down as a river and you will remember that in I Samuel 15 we 

were told that "to obey is better than sacrifice."  We will see the same line of thought again in Isaiah chapter 

1 and in Jeremiah 7 and Micah 6.  And yet as often as God might choose to communicate that, people are 

prone to forget it.  It is so easy to fall into the trap of assuming that because we pay God lip service and go 

through the external motions of regular religious duties -- we go to church, we put money in the offering 

plate, we say our prayers and even read the Bible that we have somehow done all that God expects or 

requires of us.  It is not so.  Going to religious services -- keeping the outward trappings of orthodox religion 

are of no value at all.  In fact, God hates it if we are not living the precepts of scripture in our day to day 

lives.  God wants doers of the Word, not just hearers -- In fact, listening to Know the Word every single day 

like clockwork could be a terribly deadening thing to your spiritual life if listening is all you are doing.  God 

expects that attention to His Word will produce obedience to His Word, and if it does not, then something is 

very badly amiss. 

 

The other really important section that we read this morning is found in chapter 10.  It is verse 12 and it goes 

like this: "Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love and break up your unplowed 

ground for it is time to seek the Lord until He comes and showers righteousness on you." 

 

Israel stood in desperate need of revival -- a revival that never came -- not because God was unwilling to 

send it, but because Israel was unwilling to do the hard work of repentance and obedience.  It is repentance 

that breaks up the fallow or unplowed ground in our lives and it is obedience to the Word of God that sows 

the seed of harvest in our lives.  What we are confronted with in chapter 10 then is God's formula for 

bringing revival to His people.  Since we too stand in need of a great revival, I would encourage you to 

memorize that verse because it is profoundly important that we do what God really wants (obey and repent) 

as opposed to what we think He wants (i.e. good works and outward religious observances).  Once again, 

these verses point out the simple but often overlooked truth that our attitudes are the all important thing.  

God looks at our hearts, not our external appearance! 

 

By the way, just in case you were wondering about the reference right at the end of chapter 10 to the battle 

which will devastate Israel just "as Shalman devastated Beth Arbel on the day of battle," you may be 

comforted that you haven't missed something.  I have no idea what Hosea is referring to either because this 

event is never mentioned any other place in the Bible.  Obviously a terrible battle with horrible atrocities 

and brutal events is in Hosea's mind, but we know nothing of that. 

 

The theme of Hosea's whole book might well be said to be the faithfulness of God's unfailing love, but the 

main idea running through chapters 6-10 is that if we will not repent and obey Him, then He will punish us 

and judge our sins. 

 

The fact that God chose Assyria, a nation with even less God consciousness than Israel to carry out that 
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judgment is both interesting and instructive to us.  Just because another nation or group of people is less 

righteous than you, do not become complacent and do not assume that God will not use them to bring 

judgment upon your sins.  He has done that before! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 49, DAY 4          HOSEA 11-14 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished the Book of Hosea by reading chapters 11-14 of 

the Book.  This has brought us, for a little while at least, to the end of our interaction with the minor 

prophets who spoke the Word of God to His wayward people during the years of Jeroboam II and Uzziah, 

the kings of Israel and Judah. 

 

Remember now that their words were prophetic.  All of the warnings about exile for both Israel and Judah -- 

the details about it being Assyria that would carry them into exile in the north, while not sensational because 

Assyria was already looming large on Israel's northern and eastern borders, were still prophecies which did 

in fact come upon God's wayward people.  Hosea, and the other prophets did foretell the future and what 

they saw did happen. 

 

The section of the Book that we read today places a heavy emphasis upon the love of Jehovah for His 

people in spite of their sins and waywardness.  It magnifies the attitude of the Lord toward Israel and is for 

the most part God's own speech.  "He sums up, and in so doing," writes G. Campbell Morgan, "(He) 

declares the sense of the awfulness of sin, pronouncing His righteous judgments, yet through all, the 

dominant notes are those of His love and the ultimate victory of that love over sin and judgment." 
1
 

 

Once again today we encountered words and expressions that are already familiar to us because of our 

knowledge of the New Testament.  Today's reading has revealed the source of the New Testament words 

and emphasized again for us how much the minds and thought patterns of the early Christians were shaped 

by their understanding of the Old Testament, Word of God.  First, right at the beginning of today's reading 

we found the Lord saying, "When Israel was a child I loved him and out of Egypt I called my son."  That 

expression probably set some bells off in some of your brains this morning as it brought to mind Matthew's 

comment that the self imposed exile of Joseph, Mary and Jesus in Egypt during the reign of Herod the Great 

who sought the Holy Child's life was a fulfillment of this prophecy.  Now we need to stop and think about 

this for a moment or two because this is a New Testament use of Old Testament scripture that I would have 

considered to be an illegitimate example of scripture twisting if it were not for the fact that I know that 

Matthew was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Let me call to your remembrance exactly how 

Matthew used the passage in Hosea 11.  Matthew 2:14-15 follows a statement the verse before telling us 

that Joseph had a dream in which the Lord told him to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt because of Herod's plot 

against Jesus.  Verse 14-15 says: "So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 

Egypt where he stayed until the death of Herod and so it was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 'Out of Egypt I called my son.'"  You see the problem, don't you?  The words in Hosea do not 

appear to be written or understood in any way as a prophecy because  they look back to the Exodus, not to 

some future Messiah.  There is no indication whatever in Hosea 11 or the whole Book of Hosea that Hosea 

was making a prophecy at that point.  That is why it is a difficult passage.  We cannot say that Matthew, 

writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, has violated the integrity of the text in his interpretation 

(though that is quite clearly what I would say if I caught you exegeting a passage of scripture that way.)  The 

answer is found in understanding that Matthew (under the Spirit's guidance) viewed Israel as a "type" of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and therefore made this rather surprising application.  Here is a case where we see 

through the laws of the New Testament and Old Testament "type" that we would otherwise "miss." 

 

                     

    
1
. G. Campbell Morgan, The Minor Prophets, Fleming Revell 1960, p. 25 
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The other passage in the last section of Hosea that finds a second life in the New Testament is, of course, 

the one in chapter 13 which points to a future "resurrection" for the nation of Israel -- to a time of national 

restoration.  "I will ransom them from the power of the grave;  I will redeem them from death.  Where, O 

death, are your plagues?  Where, O grave, is your destruction?"  The Apostle Paul knew every portion of the 

Old Testament well, and those words are reshaped only a little as they find their way into I Corinthians 15 -- 

one of the great chapters of the Bible.  They come in their original form from Hosea 13.  The significance of 

our noting that of course, is as I have already indicated, just to reinforce to us the importance of being 

people who are steeped in the Word of God.  Just as Mary could not have prayed the way she did unless she 

was saturated in the scriptures of the Old Testament (remember how similar her prayer was to that of 

Hannah, Samuel's mother?) so Paul could not have thought or written as he did without a mind that was 

literally immersed in the Word of God.  I am praying that our experience together in Know The Word will 

begin to give us that kind of mental and spiritual perspective.  I want for us to be a people who view the 

world and our own lives through the lens of God's revelation in the Bible.  I want it to be as if the Word of 

God was a set of spectacles that have been permanently cemented to my face.  Until we Know the Word and 

see all of life through its eyes, we will miss so much of what God wants to do in and through us. 

 

Just like Amos, whose book we have already read, Hosea ends his prophecy of destruction on a note of 

hope.  "I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them.  I will 

be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily ... Men will dwell again in his shade ... he will blossom 

like a vine.." 

 

I would like to read you what G. Campbell Morgan says about the permanent message of this Book for us.  

"Leaving all the local coloring which has faded with the passing of the centuries, there yet remain essential 

principles which have a present application and which gather about the same words the prophecy of Hosea 

has to this age a great message about sin, about judgment and about love.  The most heinous and damnable 

sin of which man is capable is that of infidelity to love.  This is the sin of all such as have been brought into 

right relationship with God, and then, violating love's covenant have committed spiritual adultery with his 

enemies.  Compared with a sin like that, the animalism, the brutality and the corruption of the heathen 

nations is as nothing.  Hosea's message concerning sin leaves no alternative but the conclusion that it were 

better to have lived life out in darkness with no knowledge of God than, having had the light, to turn back to 

the things from which divine love had separated.   

 

"Judgment  Such sinning generates the form of judgment which follows it.  Judgment is not a stroke of God 

inflicted upon a man apart from a man's sin.  It is the outworking of the sin itself, the pathways of infidelity 

can lead nowhere except to the unutterable darkness of pollution.  No surface repentance, which is a mere 

device to escape punishment, can be accepted with God.  The penalties of apostasy are as irrevocable as are 

the laws of purity. 

 

"Love  Yet the love song of Jehovah continues and even though the pathway of love's triumph lies through 

suffering of which no man can ever know the measure, and the cost of the restoration of the unfaithful lover 

be that of the bearing of the judgment by the faithful lover, still love moves right onward to the goal and 

sings the song of the victory that is to be.  These are the permanent notes of the message ... (Sin -- Judgment 

-- Love) ... Let each be pondered and, so far as we are called to speak the message of God to our age, let the 

notes be clear and unmixed..."  
2
   

                     

    
2
. Morgan (p. 27,38) 



 

 
 
 12 

 

As we leave the Book of Hosea today I want to leave just two thoughts with you.  The first is that while 

reading these prophetic Books is not as easy, exciting or inspiring as reading the Book of Acts or one of the 

gospels, our patience and perseverance in doing so will be bound to pay us great rewards because these little 

books (and the big ones like Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel too) are startlingly contemporary.  Our society is 

much more like that of Ephraim and Judah than we might wish to believe.  And these Books are important 

too because they furnish us with a very clear picture of the nature of our covenant keeping God and the 

ways in which He deals with His wayward people.  Even more than that, they provide for us a platform from 

which to read and understand the New Testament with much greater clarity as we trace themes and make the 

same connections that were there in the minds of the original authors and readers. 

 

The second, and final thought to which I want us to return for just a moment is the realization that being a 

prophet -- the spiritual spokesman of God, is a terribly demanding task.  It means speaking out against the 

comfort and false security in which the people of God have wrapped themselves.  It means modeling the 

truth in whatever way God calls upon you to do it.  It costs Hosea a very great deal to do that.  (It could cost 

us too.)  It means risking becoming a fool for the sake of the gospel -- "There goes Hosea and Gomer -- what 

a perfect couple -- a match made in heaven"  -- followed by a chorus of snickers and smirks. 

 

I want for us to understand that being God's spokespersons to our culture might extract from us a very high 

toll.  Sometimes that truth gets swept under the carpet.  We must not do that.  Our eyes need to be wide open 

about that fact. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Thanks for spending time with me again today.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you 

again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 49, DAY 5    2 KINGS 16; 2 CHRONICLES 28; ISAIAH 7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and this is the last day of Week 49 of Know the Word.  Today we read 

II Kings 16, II Chronicles 28 and Isaiah chapter 7.  We have been focused pretty steadily now for the last 

two weeks upon the last days of the nation of Israel and upon the warnings of God's prophets like Amos and 

Hosea to the unrepentant people of Ephraim.  But things were happening in Judah as well and they were not 

good things.  Despite the fact that He did not end well, King Uzziah had done many righteous things. God 

blessed Judah during his reign with prosperity and an increase in the size of the realm.  It was in the last year 

of Uzziah's reign that a young prince of Israel by the name of Isaiah was set apart for ministry.  In a few 

weeks we will read the dramatic story of his call in Isaiah chapter 6, one of the great chapters of the Bible.  

(In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, he begins.)  Uzziah was succeeded by Jotham who also 

was a good king.  You may remember that we read in II Chronicles that he grew powerful because he 

walked in the ways of the Lord.  (I wouldn't mind having that written some day about me!) 

 

Unfortunately for Judah, Jotham's son, who actually began to reign as co-regent while his grandfather 

Uzziah was still alive, did not think or live as his father did.  He was a thoroughly bad king.  The only king 

of Judah about whom the Bible writers can say nothing at all that is good.  It will be easy for you to 

remember him because you already know that the most evil king of Israel was Ahab.  Now you also know 

that the worst king Judah ever had was Ahaz --  Ahab in Israel, Ahaz in Judah. 

 

The accounts of II Kings chapter 16 and II Chronicles 28 are supplementary to one another.  They 

complement each other by filling in details and facts that we didn't understand.  Ahaz was installed as the 

king and he was a thoroughly bad king.  He was so wicked and evil that he put his sons through the fire.  

There is some debate among Bible scholars about whether or not that means that Ahaz actually sacrificed 

his sons or whether it was some kind of fire ritual that was borrowed from one of the heathen religions of 

the day.  There does not seem to be much evidence of child sacrifice in the religions around Israel at this 

time period.  But it may have been borrowed from the religion of Molech, the God of Moab, in which child 

sacrifice apparently was practiced. 

 

There was idolatry and immorality in the worship of Israel and Judah borrows it completely during the reign 

of Ahaz.  At some point during his reign, because he failed to trust God and because he walked not in the 

ways of his father, but in the ways of the kings of Israel, Judah begins to lose its political power and 

prominence.  God allows other kingdoms to judge Judah for their sin.  They are attacked by Rezin the king 

of Damascus and by Pekah who was the king of Israel at that time.  They besieged Jerusalem but do not 

overpower it.  Elath at that point is taken back by Rezin.  It had been recovered for Israel during the time of 

Uzziah and Jotham and rebuilt.  It was an important port city on the gulf of Aquaba.  We are told in the II 

Chronicles account that the Arameans took many captives from Judah and that on one day Pekah, the king 

of Israel, killed 120,000 Judean soldiers, including the king's son and two of his highest court officials and 

took 200,000 captives -- men and women and children back to Israel because the prophet of God, Odid, who 

condemned the Israelites on that day.  Those prisoners were sent back but Judah had been humiliated.  Ahaz 

is thoroughly frightened.  The Edomites and the Philistines are now also attacking his kingdom because he 

has been so weakened by the Israelites and the Assyrians.   

 

So Ahaz begins to cast about for a political solution and he seeks an alliance with Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria. 

 Isaiah the prophet of God confronts him.  That is the import of the chapter we read in Isaiah's book.  Isaiah 

condemns that alliance and tells Ahaz that all he need do is trust God.  He may ask for whatever sign he will 

and God will give it to him.  Ahaz refuses to accept that offer from God, pretending piety.  But in fact, 
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rebelling against the God of Israel.  He won't take a sign from Isaiah though one is given about which we 

must talk in just a moment or two.  Instead he pays tribute to Tiglath-Pileser who then comes and accepting 

the invitation of Judah captures Damascus and kills Rezin.  Ahaz then travels to Damascus and pays tribute 

to Tiglath-Pileser.  He copies the altar, a pagan altar of Damascus, sends plans back to Judah and has one 

constructed and then he commits sacrilege, moving the altar of the temple of God and substituting for it this 

pagan altar, intending he says to use the original altar as a place to inquire concerning the will of God, 

copying divination practices from the pagan religion.  In all of his readjustments and remodeling of the 

temple, he is consciously paying tribute to Tiglath-Pileser to the religion of that pagan king and of the king 

of Damascus who has already been conquered.  He is also stripping the temple of most of its most valuable 

items and sending them as bribes and tribute to Tiglath-Pileser. 

 

This man is so thoroughly evil that we are told, finally, in Chronicles that he closed the doors of the temple 

in favor of altars in the streets of Jerusalem.  The most telling verse in the Kings and Chronicles account is 

found in II Chronicles 28:19.  It says, "The Lord had humbled Judah because of Ahaz the king of Israel, for 

he had promoted wickedness in Judah and had been most unfaithful to the Lord."   

 

When we rebel against God, when we refuse to worship Him as He has called upon us to worship, we bring 

His disfavor upon us and we bring His displeasure upon all whom we represent.  If we are kings, our 

disobedience affects whole nations.  If we are only husbands and fathers, well the implication of that is clear 

as well. 

 

Our time is nearly gone but I must address at least briefly the remarkable prophecy of Isaiah chapter 7.  I 

want to read to you a brief paragraph or two from Richard McNeely's commentary on I and II Kings, talking 

about the fact that Ahaz would not receive a sign from God even when Isaiah offered it, he says of the 

prophecy that the virgin would conceive and bear a son.  What did this mean to Ahaz?  Was Isaiah 

prophesying about some distant event or was he speaking something that Ahaz would see?  Or did the 

prophecy have a double reference?  Since this prophecy was to be a confirmatory sign to the house of David 

it seems appropriate to take it as a prophecy of double reference.  This view is recognized by many 

commentators as not only possible but required by the context.  Faucet, for example, wrote language is 

selected such as while partially applicable to the immediate event receives it fullest and most appropriate 

and exhaustive accomplishment in Messianic events.  The temporary fulfillment is an adaptation of the far 

reaching prophecy to the present passing event which foreshadows typically the great central end of 

prophecy, Jesus Christ Himself.  Other teachers differ, however, and see the prophecy only as a reference to 

events surrounding the birth of Christ.  But if it did have an immediate fulfillment, who was the child.  Some 

think the child was Ahaz son, Hezekiah, but by this time Hezekiah was already a youngster at least 9 or 10 

years of age.  Contextually it appears he was the child, Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz born to Isaiah and his wife.  

We will read about him in Isaiah chapter 8.  This seems confirmed by the similarity of events to be fulfilled 

in the boy's infancy and early childhood.   

 

What I want you to notice and remember is that the great prophecy of the virgin birth of Christ was given in 

the context of Ahaz's refusal to ask for a sign and may in fact have a double fulfillment.  One short term that 

partially fulfills the prophecy in the birth of Isaiah's own son and one long term fulfillment that is more 

complete and more exact in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  Sometimes prophecy can be 

fulfilled more than one time in more than one way.  We will talk about this phenomenon much more as we 

move through the prophets and the prophetic books.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday.  


