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WEEK 48, DAY 1      2 KINGS 15; 2 CHRONICLES 26-27 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 48 of Know the Word.  Today you read II Kings 

15 and II Chronicles 26 -27.  If today you came to the conclusion that you are no longer even going to try to 

keep the kings of the Northern dynasty straight because of the startling rapidity with which at this period in 

Israel's life they assassinate one another and change dynasties, I have a bit of good news.  There will be a 

little more to read about Hoshea this week, but the last Israelite king you met in II Kings 15 is the last 

Israelite king you will need to remember, because Hoshea is the last king the Northern Kingdom ever had. 

 

It was startling to read today about the rapidity with which the Northern Kingdom unraveled and 

destabilized.  Since all the players have now been introduced let me take a moment or two to summarize 

what we have seen and learned.  It all started with Jeroboam who was elected king over the ten Northern 

tribes when Rehoboam foolishly refused to listen to his advisers who counseled him to lighten the burden of 

taxation and work requirements laid upon the people by Solomon his father.  That happened in 931 B.C.  

Jeroboam's dynasty lasted only through himself and a short two year reign by his son Nadab.  The second 

house of Israel began when Baasha overthrew Nadab.  It also lasted only for the reign of its founder plus a 

short two year reign of his son Elah.  Zimri rose up and overthrew Elah but he reigned for seven days only 

before Omri established the fourth house.  The fourth house lasted for four kings -- Omri, Ahab, Ahaziah 

and Joram.  (Ahab was the key figure here.)   Then came the patron saint of taxi drivers Jehu who drove like 

a madman through the desert.  The fifth dynasty of Israel begun by Jehu had five kings -- four "J's" and to 

end it a "Z." Jehu, Jehohaz, Jehoash (who warred against Amaziah of Judah) and Jeroboam II under whom 

Israel had a measure of military success.  His son Zechariah lasted only six months before being 

assassinated by Shallum who established the sixth house.  He lasted one month before being assassinated by 

Menahem.  House number seven, King number 16, by paying tribute to "Pul" this king, Menahem, lasted a 

little longer.  Pul was king of Assyria (we'll come back to him because he has some significance in secular 

history).  Menahem managed to stay on the throne and pass it to his son Pekahiah who lost the throne and 

his life to a general named Pekah (house #8) who lost it in turn to the last king (#19, house #9) named 

Hoshea after Pekah had reigned for 20 years and seen the first deportation of Israelites as conquered people 

into captivity in Assyria.  That began under Pekah and ended with the last reign which was Hoshea. 

 

Do you have all that?  Well if you do great, but if you don't, don't worry too much.  I would like you to 

remember a few things -- you might want to jot them down on an index card that you can keep in your Bible 

for reference.  In the Divided Kingdom of Israel (which by the way was sometimes called Ephraim after its 

dominant tribe) the ten tribes who rebelled against Solomon's son Rehoboam functioned as an independent 

nation from 931 BC to 722 BC -- 209 years.  In that period there were nine different bloodlines on the 

throne in the person of 19 different kings.  Every single king was judged by the writers of scripture to be a 

"bad" king.  There wasn't one good king in Israel, not one, who followed the Lord.  If you can remember just 

seven kings, Jeroboam I, Ahab, Jehu, Jeroboam II, Menahem, Pekah and Hoshea the last king of Israel, you 

will not lose much in the way of importance.  Jeroboam I set up the kingdom but perverted the worship of 

the true God by setting up altars and a rival system of worship in Samaria.  Israel never recovered from that 

apostasy.  Ahab (with his Queen Jezebel) was the most evil king in Israel.  Against him God raised up the 

prophet Elijah.  It was during his reign that the great contest between Elijah the man of God and the 

prophets of Baal and Asherah was staged.  Jehu gained some favor in the eyes of the Lord by eliminating the 

worship of Baal which had become so prominent in the time of Ahab and his sons.  Jehu ruled for 28 years.  

Jeroboam II had a long reign and reestablished some of the prominence of Israel in his day.  Menahem -- the 

16th king -- saw the beginning of the end when he paid tribute to buy off Pul.  Pekah witnessed the invasion 

and ruin of his land by Tiglath-Pileser (Pul's other name) and the first captives were taken at this time.   
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In Hoshea's day, Israel fell and the ten tribes went into a captivity in 722 BC from which they never 

returned. 

 

Tiglath-Pileser, the king of Assyria who conquered Israel and Pul mentioned a few verses before as the 

recipient of tribute from Menahem, are one and the same person.  Pul was his native name, Tiglath-Pileser 

III, the name under which he ruled Assyria and a large part of the Middle East from a magnificent palace in 

Calah. 

 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch in Judah, Amaziah was succeeded on the throne by Azariah who also had two 

names.  II Chronicles calls him by the more common one, Uzziah.  And once again we are faced with what 

by now has become a frightening pattern.  He starts well, he keeps going, but he finishes badly.  It begins to 

look as though the godly life is a little like a long distance run.  Many start looking very well but the really 

important question is how do they finish.  Like so many of predecessors and successors in history, Uzziah 

turns in a disappointing performance -- and spends the last years of his life living in splendid isolation -- a 

leper, bearing the consequences of his sin against God. 

 

Now the reign of King Uzziah provides a very convenient time for me to point out to you a problem that you 

probably have not yet noticed.  We know that the reign of Rehoboam in Judah and Jeroboam in Israel began 

in 931 BC.  We also know that Nebuchadnezzar sacked Jerusalem and carried the people away into captivity 

in 587 BC.  But if you were to add up the length of time that each of Judah's kings reigned (and the same 

thing would happen if you did the exercise with the biblical data supplied on the kings of Israel in the 

North).  You will discover that they total far more than the 344 years that we know about.  Needless to say, 

that was quite a puzzle to early biblical scholars.     

 

The answer to the problem is found in large part in an understanding of the near Eastern practice of 

establishing co-regencies.  King Uzziah's reign is the most striking example available from scripture of this 

practice, because at one point during his lifetime there were actually three kings ruling in Judah.  Here's how 

it worked.  In many cases, probably partly for the purpose of securing the smooth transition of rule from 

father to chosen son, the crown prince was formally crowned and his reign began before the death of his 

father.  The overlapping reigns are known as co-regencies because two kings were actually reigning 

together.  Uzziah seems to have been crowned as the secondary or junior king in about 790 BC after his 

father Amaziah had been on the throne for only six years.  Amaziah didn't die until 767 so that there was a 

23 year overlap in their dates.  In 751 Uzziah was smitten with leprosy in the incident about which we read 

today and because he had to remove himself from Jerusalem to a place of quarantine and isolation, he had 

his son Jotham crowned.  This co-regency lasted until Uzziah's death in 736 but it gets even more complex 

because in 743 (seven years before Uzziah's death), Jotham had his son Ahaz crowned so for those last 

seven years of Uzziah's life there were actually three kings of Judah!) 

 

The patient work of archaeology has confirmed these facts and brought the biblical record into much 

sharper focus on these points.  Chronology is made even more confusing when you factor in "accession" and 

"non-accession" year systems of reckoning the Northern and Southern Kingdoms used.  They are different 

ways of counting the number of years in a king's reign and (we're not through yet).  The fact is that the 

Northern and Southern Kingdoms started their years in different months.  (If you really want to know about 

these things I'll leave you a Digging Deeper assignment to help you.)  The substantive work on the subject is 

collected in a book called, The Mysterious Numbers of Hebrew Kings by a man named Thiele.  I have the 

book but I must confess I've never gotten around to reading it. 
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All the way back at the beginning of the period of the monarchs, King Saul brought down the wrath of God 

and actually forfeited the right to rule by presuming to offer a sacrifice to the Lord before a battle without 

waiting for Samuel to arrive.  It didn't seem like that big a sin to us, but God took the kingdom away from 

Saul because of that presumptuous action.  Now Uzziah does something very similar.  "After Uzziah 

became powerful, his pride led to his downfall."  God had blessed him exceedingly: The prosperity that 

Judah experienced during his reign was greater than any they had known since the time of Solomon.  His 

fame spread far and wide and Uzziah thought that he was pretty special.  The writer of Chronicles does not 

tell us why Uzziah took it upon himself to usurp the priestly function, but he did not respond well to the 

rebuke delivered by the priests led by the chief priest Azariah who must have been a very brave man in that 

the recent history of Zechariah's encounter with Joash would suggest that he might not survive the 

confrontation.  And he might not have except that instantly, in the heat of the moment God struck Uzziah 

down with leprosy and he had that affliction until the day that he died. 

 

I want to stop here for a moment.  Uzziah is not the first person to contract leprosy as a judgment for 

prideful rebellion against God and his anointed servants.  Exactly the same thing happened to Miriam when 

she rebelled against he authority of Moses.  But in that case after Moses prayed for her, she was cleansed.  

She learned her lesson.  But in this case there is no reversal, and Uzziah lives the rest of his life in isolation 

and affliction as a leper.  Perhaps the difference is to be explained by the fact that he, unlike Miriam, did not 

truly repent of his sin, or perhaps it is because Azariah, being somewhat less charitable than Moses, did not 

take it upon himself to intercede for the stricken king.  I do not know why healing did not come to Uzziah.  I 

am, therefore, all the more thankful for the fifth chapter of James which seems to say that if my sickness is 

the result of a judgment of God for sins that I have committed, then the confession of sin coupled with true 

repentance and the faithful prayers of the elders will bring healing to my body.  Please note that the Bible 

never once says that all sickness is the result of sin, but sometimes it is, and in those instances confession 

and intercessory prayer are the best -- indeed the only medicine that can help. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 48, DAY 2          JOEL 1-3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read the Book of Joel. 

 

Our study of the Old Testament has brought us now to the period of the writing prophets.  Twelve of these 

are known to us as the Minor Prophets, not because they were less important than the others (though for the 

most part they were not famous men in themselves) but because the writings they left behind are shorter 

than those of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. 

 

Last week we read the Books of Obadiah and Jonah.  These two Old Testament prophets directed their 

words against foreign nations -- Edom and Nineveh -- an important city in the land of Assyria.  This 

morning we have turned our attention to the Book of Joel which is directed against God's people. 

 

There are 12 other individuals by the name of Joel noted in the Old Testament.  One was a son of Samuel.  

Another one of David's mighty men.  But we are not given any direct information outside of this little Book 

about the prophet who wrote the Book. 

 

Before we briefly talk about what you read today, I want to mention that due to the brevity of these 12 

Books, they were all combined into one large scroll in the centuries before Christ.  In the Septuagint they 

became known as the "12 Prophet Book."  This will help you to at least remember the number of minor 

prophets: there were 12 tribes in Israel, 12 apostles in the church and 12 minor prophets in the Old 

Testament canon.  It is difficult to say with certainty when the Book of Joel was written.  This is of course 

because it does not mention specific kings, events or people. 

 

Because of the reference in chapter 3 to restoring the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem and to the fact that 

there was a scattering of the people of the land among the nations, some Bible students have thought the 

Book to have been written sometime after the fall of Jerusalem but, of course, if Joel really was a prophet, 

those words could just as easily have been penned many years before they come to pass. 

 

I personally am more inclined to agree with a large number of Biblical scholars who place the Book a good 

deal earlier, perhaps as far back as the time of Joash who was protected by the high priest Jehoiada from the 

wrath of the wicked Queen Atahalia.  The conditions to which the Book seems to point favor this setting.  

The fact that Joel talks about Phenicia, Philistia, Egypt and Edom seems decisive to me because these 

countries were prominent in the times of Joash (the ninth century B.C.) but not later.  It may also be noted 

that Amos appears to have borrowed from Joel and that Joel's style is more like that of Hosea and Amos 

who were early prophets than the post-Exilic writers. 

 

Now the first thing that I found myself wondering as I read this little Book again was: Are the locusts talked 

about in chapter 1 really locusts -- that are, is Joel responding to a natural calamity -- a plague of locusts, or 

are they merely symbolic of an invading foreign army?  My answer to that question is that the context of the 

Book seems to demand that we read this quite literally.  A plague of locusts did descend upon Judah and 

wreck terrible havoc upon the land, creating a famine and setting the scenario for further natural disasters 

like the fires which may have been caused by an accompanying drought.  The locusts have destroyed the 

crops.  That in turn has had disastrous effects upon the livestock whose grazing land has been destroyed and 

obviously upon the food supply and the total economy.  The drought that caused these things produced the 

conditions for the fires and things have gotten worse and worse.  The disaster has even destroyed Judah's 

ability to worship because the grain and wine for the food and drink offerings is not available and the 
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animals for the other offerings may soon be dead!  Chapter 2 contains more descriptions like those in 

chapter 1.  Some Bible scholars think that in chapter 2 he uses the language of the locusts to now apply 

figuratively to an enemy army that is going to come against Judah.  Perhaps that is the case, but it is just as 

possible that he is still talking about the same natural disaster that was in view in chapter 1.  What is 

significant (and we must note this because we are going to see it again and again in the Prophetic Books of 

the Old Testament) is the fact that Joel finds and proclaims a clear connection between this natural disaster 

and the wrath and judgment of God upon Israel.  The locusts are there (be they literal or figurative) because 

God's people have sinned and God is judging their land.  The key passage of the Book is in chapter 2.  It is a 

call to repentance. 

 

"Even now', declares the Lord, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.'  

Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.  Who knows?" (That is a phrase 

we saw in Jonah, remember?)  He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing ..." 

 

The idea that natural disasters proceeded from the sovereign hand of God and were used by him to express 

His divine displeasure against societies that had forgotten Him is one with which the prophets were very 

familiar.  It is an uncomfortable idea for us who live in an age of technology in which we can explain these 

natural phenomenons in purely scientific terms and even do a bit of predicting and forecasting.  This idea of 

calamities being judgments is an old one.  It does come from a pre-scientific time.  But, friend, it is a biblical 

idea and we had better pay some attention to it.  Now I am not prepared this morning to tell you that every 

single hurricane, blizzard, tornado and earthquake is a specific judgment from God.  I do not know that the 

Bible compels us to say that.  I am, however, prepared to state unequivocally that God uses nature to bless 

and to judge, and one of the things we need to at least think about as a society when these things befall us is 

the question of whether or not our actions as a society have brought down upon us a judgment from God. 

 

 

That was what had happened in Judah, and Joel reminds them that the only appropriate response is 

repentance.  Real repentance that goes much deeper than superficial activities, "Rend your hearts and not 

your garments."  That, of course, looks back upon the ancient custom of tearing your clothing and covering 

yourself with ashes when you wanted to express deep repentance or sorrow.  Just remember, Joel is saying, 

it is the state of your heart that God looks at, not your clothing. 

 

I'm sure you noticed that here, as in Jonah, fasting is associated with repentance and mourning for sin.  The 

reference here is even more significant than the one we noted in Jonah because here it is actually 

commanded by the Lord Himself.  Mark that down some place in your brain or your notes.  Fasting is an 

appropriate activity when we are repenting of and mourning over sin. 

 

I'm sure you also noted that even though the calamity has fallen upon Judah because of their sin, the 

emphasis of Joel's description of God is not upon His wrath and anger but upon His love and compassion.  

The ultimate purpose of God in sending these natural disasters -- these judgments -- is to get the attention of 

his people so that they will repent because His desire is to bless them!  Whenever we talk about God we 

must remember that His love and His holiness, His mercy and His wrath are always linked together -- they 

are attached -- inextricably connected.  They cannot be separated.  Anyone who tries to detach them runs the 

risk of creating a terrible caricature of God.  If you only think about the love of God, you may create a false 

god, a benign, rocking chair deity who sits with a toothless grin upon his face saying, "That's o.k." while 

humanity runs amuck under his nose.  If you separate His holiness away from His love then you end up with 
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a fierce condemning monster who sits upon a throne with a bucketful of thunder bolts beside him, 

scrutinizing the activities of creation, looking for opportunities to hurl down lightning strikes of judgment 

upon the sons and daughters of men. 

 

God is holy and God is love.  He does judge sin but He does it with a heart that is equally full of a desire to 

bless. 

 

Our time is gone but there are two more things you must remember about Joel.  This is the first Book in 

which the phrase, "The day of the Lord" occurs.  It is a phrase that points to God's judgment.  Joel uses it of 

the locust plague but he points beyond that judgment to the great and final Day of Judgment which both Old 

and New Testament writers consistently call the Day of the Lord.  At the end of chapter 2 that is what Joel is 

talking about as well.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the great Day of the 

Lord.  That is exactly how Jesus described the events surrounding His return in the Olivet Discourse -- He 

was borrowing the language of Joel. 

 

The other thing, of course, is the prophesy in Joel 2 that before the great Day of the Lord, God would pour 

out His spirit on all people.  "Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your 

young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days."  According to Peter in Acts 2 that was a prophecy of the coming of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

 There will be other times to explore this idea, but it would seem that from this passage it might be accurate 

to say at the end times, the days leading up to the return of Christ, began at the time of the crucifixion and 

the establishment of the New Testament church at Pentecost and will run on until the great Day of the Lord 

when Jesus Christ returns! 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 48, DAY 3          AMOS 1:1-3:8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Amos chapter 1 - chapter 3:8 -- the first part of the 

Book.  Since the Book of Amos divides easily into three parts, and since we have three days left in Week 

48, we are going to read one part each day as we seek to familiarize ourselves with this relatively obscure 

Book of the Old Testament. 

 

Unlike Obadiah and Joel whose books we have placed into the general time frame about which we have 

been reading in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, because we think they "fit" well there, Amos is placed at this 

point in our reading because we know where his Book fits.  He prophesied to the Northern Kingdom (even 

though Tekoa, his hometown was in Judah about six miles south of Bethlehem) while Uzziah was reigning 

in Judah, and Jeroboam II was on Israel's throne. 

 

Identified as a shepherd, we may assume that he was not a full-time prophet like Elisha who probably died 

about 40 years or so before Amos exercised his ministry to Israel. 

 

I am sure this morning as you read that you quickly discerned the strategy that Amos used in speaking 

against the iniquities of the people of God in Israel.  He got their ear, their attention and even their approval 

by first delivering a message of God's judgment against their traditional enemies.  One by one he 

pronounces the judgment of God against Syria (or Aram) speaking against Damascus, its capital, and 

recalling the evil committed by Hazael and Ben Hadad, those perpetual adversaries of Israel.  Hazael had 

been thoroughly warned by Elisha, but he would not listen.  The brutalities of the Syrian kings were well 

known -- they had "threshed" Israel -- and God had seen. 

 

Next came the Philistines.  Gaza was their principal city.  It was to Gaza that they took the captive Samson 

for display and ridicule.  Their participation in the slave trade -- selling whole communities full of people 

was the crime for which they are here indicted.  Ashdod, Ashkelon, (which by the way is presently being 

excavated by an archaeological team on which a friend of mine is serving) and Ekron were the other 

principal cities of Philistia along with Gath, which is not mentioned here probably because Uzziah had 

already subdued it as described in 2 Chronicles 26.  God's pronouncement of judgment on the slave traders 

is a clear indication of what he thinks of the institution of slavery. 

 

There is next in the list of Israel's enemies who have earned the wrath of an angry God who Amos compares 

to a roaring lion, Tyre.  Tyre had been Israel's ally in Solomon's time and even later during Ahab's reign.  

But Tyre had ignored the treaty of brotherhood -- It had broken its word to Israel.  The involvement of this 

city/state in the slave trade was also reprehensible to God. 

 

Edom comes next.  The object of Obadiah's dire prophecies and the recipient of all of the slaves from 

Philistia and Tyre.  Whether Edom had acquired an unquenchable thirst for slaves -- perhaps to build those 

rock fortresses or, as is more likely, because she sat upon the trade routes and served as the middleman 

selling off the slaves to nations is unclear.  But Edom also is implicated in the slave trade.  The final straw 

of judgment against Edom, however, according to Amos, was the implacable hatred which Edom cherished 

against Israel and the actions which Edom periodically engaged in to vent that hatred against the people of 

God. 

 

Ammon and Moab were also enemies of Israel and they round out the neighbors against whom God's 

judgment is pronounced.  The city of Rabbah -- is today known as Amman, Jordan.  War crimes do not go 
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unnoticed by God and Ammon and Moab are condemned for their actions. 

 

Through all of these pronouncements you can almost hear the Israelites cheering the prophet on.  "This is 

great!  God is going to take care of our enemies with a powerful display of His holy wrath against their sins! 

 This is Great!"    They deserve it all!  But Amos isn't finished for without even stopping to draw a breath he 

continues, now turning his attention to the sins of Judah.  Still the Israelites in the Northern Kingdom might 

take comfort because Amos wasn't talking about them ... yet.  He was coming closer however -- especially in 

the charges he said God was laying against Jerusalem.  The fire that will consume the fortresses of 

Jerusalem is coming because Judah has disobeyed God and worshipped false gods. 

 

By now the cheers are gone as the pronouncements of God's judgments continue, because they have surely 

realized that Amos has closed a trap around their necks.  Next he is going to talk about Israel and he does!!  

Greed is a big problem in Israel.  Greed that is coupled with a willingness to oppress the poor and weak if 

only the price is right.  Sexual immorality gets a big (and disgusting mention).  Drunkenness and idolatry are 

here as well. 

 

God is angry.  The lion roars and judgment is coming to Israel.  (In passing it might be interesting to note 

that Amos' comparison of God to an angry roaring lion has been the starting point for a great many writers 

and poets down through the centuries.  Those of you who are avid readers of the Chronicles of Narnia 

written in our own time by C.S. Lewis will have no difficulty imagining the scene that Amos paints for us.)  

It is even more important, however, to recognize that the sins for which God was so intent upon judging 

Israel are pretty "modern" sins as well:  Greed -- can anyone deny that greed is one of the greatest 

motivating forces in 20th century America?  Lack of concern for the weak and the poor -- if that wasn't true 

the streets of our great cities would have far fewer homeless vagrants than they do at present.  Sexual 

immorality -- unfortunately I don't even need to comment upon that one -- drunkenness??  Guilty again.  The 

worship of false gods -- it is all around us, my friend.  Now listen to what God says through Amos.  "You 

only have I chosen of all the families of the earth.  Therefore I will punish you for all your sins."  That's 

pretty significant.  We Americans have always wanted to think of ourselves as "chosen" and blessed in some 

special way by God.  "America! America! God shed His grace on thee, And crown thy good with 

brotherhood, From sea to shining sea!"  Well then, if God judged Israel for the very same set of sins that are 

so destructively present in our society today, what do you think God has in store for America, my friends?? 

 

The lion has roared who will not fear?? 

 

"I will tear down the winter house along with the summer house; the house adorned with ivory will be 

destroyed and the mansions will be demolished, declares the Lord."  Does that sound contemporary to you? 

 It does to me ... (I cheated a little then by reading from verse 15 which we will read together tomorrow.  But 

I couldn't resist.  This is a Book and a message for our country and our day.) 

 

Now I want to say just a word about the literary formula that Amos uses to introduce each set of judgments. 

 "For three sins ... and for four ... "  Now obviously that is simply a figure of speech that Amos employs very 

effectively.  Imagine how his hearers must have felt after hearing all of the denunciations against Damascus, 

Gaza, Tyre, Ammon and Moab when Amos said, "This is what the Lord says for three sins of Israel and for 

four."  Uh, oh.  We're in the same category with all the others...  The very expression though highlights the 

very same thing we talked about yesterday when we read the Book of Joel.  It emphasizes that the nature of 

God -- mercy and wrath, love and holiness -- belong together.  J.A. Motyer says in his book The Day of the 

Lion, "As Amos perceived the character of his God, he saw that the lion roar of condemnation and judgment 
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came only when the patience of mercy had long, but vainly waited for repentance and amendment of life.  

This is the significance of the repeated phrase for three transgressions ... and for four.  On the part of man, 

the cup of sinfulness has been filled to the brim; on the part of God there has been no hasty action: the first 

transgression well merited divine wrath, but mercy waited and patience watched.  One way of expressing 

this truth about God is to say that He never punishes the sinner except after prolonged personal observation 

and ample opportunity for repentance.  Another way of stating the same truth is to say that the face which 

God turns to the world is predominantly one of mercy, that wrath comes when it comes at all, late and 

overdue, and, as the Bible permits us to say, accompanied by the tears of God over recalcitrant and 

impenitent sinners ...." (1) 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

1.  J.A. Motyer The Roar of the Lion, IVP p. 30 
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WEEK 48, DAY 4                 AMOS 3:9-6:14 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read the second section of the prophecy of Amos against 

the Northern Kingdom during the reign of Jeroboam II. 

 

From the passages that we read yesterday and today, it is not hard to deduce the conditions of the times into 

which Amos was speaking.  It was a time of great prosperity in Israel.  Today we read about winter and 

summer houses -- apparently a significant proportion of the population was affluent enough to maintain 

more than one residence.  Houses adorned with ivory.  Mansions are going to be destroyed.  Stone mansions 

have been constructed (but Amos warns that they will not be lived in) and lush vineyards are common.  The 

beds of these rich fools (that is how Jesus in the Book of Luke would have described them) are inlaid with 

ivory.  They dine on fattened calves and strum away on harps like David.  Affluence then -- even 

extravagant opulence is a way of life.  They are addicted to ease and leisure.  The men strumming their 

harps and the women who Amos rather pejoratively calls the "cows of Bashan" call for their husbands to 

bring them more drinks. 

 

Social concern for the poor and even basic respect for truth and justice are totally lacking here.  The women 

"oppress the poor and crush the needy."  Justice is turned to bitterness, righteousness is cast to the ground, 

truth is despised, the poor are trampled and deprived of what little food they have so that the rich can be 

richer and even more comfortable.  The righteous are oppressed and justice is denied by the giving and 

taking of bribes.  This is what Israel is like when Amos comes to call. 

 

It is dreadfully important here for us to note, however, that these people are not pagans and they are not 

irreligious.  They loudly proclaimed themselves to be worshippers of the God of Israel.  They paid Him 

regular lip service.  They were even fairly conscientious about certain religious "duties."  They went to 

church regularly.  You will remember that in order to preclude the continual traveling back and forth to 

Jerusalem to worship in the temple -- a practice which Jeroboam I had viewed as precarious to his 

continuance in power in the north, he had set up high places in Samaria for the worship of Jehovah.  They 

were at Bethel and Gilgal, two highly revered places in Israel.  Bethel which means "house of God" was 

where Jacob had his dream of angels ascending and descending from heaven.  It was also the place where 

Abraham had built an altar to worship God.  Gilgal was the place where upon entering the Promised Land 

after the miracle of the parted waters of the Jordan, the army of Joshua had stopped to circumcise itself.  

God's people must bear the mark of God's covenant sign.  So in the days of the Divided Kingdom, if you 

wanted to worship the one true God in Samaria, you went to Bethel or Gilgal.  (By the way it is not without 

significance that this whole prophecy began with the words, "The Lord roars from Zion and thunders from 

Jerusalem."  Bethel and Gilgal were not God approved places of worship.)  But lots of people did go to 

Bethel and Gilgal and they went there to pay their respects to the one true God, the God of Israel.  They 

sacrificed and they tithed and they gave freewill offerings over and above their tithes.  That means they did 

what was required and they even did more than was required in the area of sacrifices.  And they sang hymns 

and songs of praise -- they had in short a very proper and -- in terms of form -- very excellent worship 

service.  But God was not pleased, in fact God was not even interested by what they did.  He was 

disgusted!!  "Away with the noise of your songs," He said, "I despise your religious feasts" and "I won't 

accept your sacrifices and burnt offerings."  Here is what I want instead. 

 

"Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never failing stream."  In other words, practice 

righteousness.   Live holiness.  Treat the weak and the poor and the oppressed with concern and love and 

righteousness and then come worship Me.  It just might mean something then.  This sounds just a bit like the 

epistle of James to me.  Do you remember what he said?  "Pure religion," according to the camel-kneed 
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brother of Jesus, "involves taking care of orphans and widows in distress and not being polluted by the 

world."  We discovered yesterday that the Book of Amos is a very contemporary Book and I want to say to 

you again today that it provides a powerful lens through which you and I ought to be viewing our own 

understanding of how we ought to live if we would truly please and honor our God.  Sometimes we 

"evangelicals" (a name we wear with great pride) disdain to get involved with social issues because we 

would not want to compromise the truth of our theology and the purity of our orthodoxy.  From the words of 

Amos I am wont to think that social justice is more important to God than some of us want to believe it is.  

"Let justice roll on like a river."  That verse by the way has become the theme verse of a man named John 

Perkins -- one of the most committed and God-honoring Christians of this generation in America.  If you do 

not know what he has done for the kingdom of Christ, you may want to acquaint yourself with his story.  He 

is a choice servant of our Lord.  The story of his life is written in a book called Let Justice Roll Down. 

 

Did you take note of the theme we saw together in the Book of Joel?  God uses natural disasters as wake-up 

calls for the people He would save.  Unfortunately Israel slept through quite a number of divinely arranged 

wake-up calls.  God says I sent famine, but you didn't make the connection that I was speaking to you.  

Droughts were sent to get you to look up but you didn't.  Gardens and vineyards were subject to strange 

blights and mildew, but you didn't wake up.  Plagues and wars should have gotten you thinking and natural 

disasters -- they were from Me as well.  (The reference to Sodom and Gomorrah and burning sticks snatched 

from the fire in chapter 4 probably are allusions to the earthquake Amos mentioned in the first verse of the 

Book).  Yesterday in chapter 3 we read a startling rhetorical question that is clearly focused upon this 

passage in chapter 4.  "When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people not tremble?  When disaster 

comes to a city, has the Lord not caused it?"  That is a very sobering question. 

 

There are two magnificent passages in the material that we read today designed to enlarge and improve our 

thoughts about God.  Israel is enjoined to prepare to meet her God.  Then He is described: "He who forms 

the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to men, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads 

the high places of the earth -- The Lord God Almighty is his name."  In chapter 5 it starts again: "He who 

made the Pleiades and Orion, who turns blackness into dawn and darkens day into night, who calls for the 

waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land -- the Lord is his name."  Israel, Christian, 

Behold your God. (By the way, the mention of the constellations Pleiades and Orion prompts me to observe 

that the names of the constellations seem to be very ancient indeed and unchanging.  There are stories going 

back to the Middle Ages of astronomers and astrologers who became Christians because their knowledge of 

the heavens led them, like the wise men or old to the Savior.) 

 

We have looked already at the expression that will become so much a part of the whole of the Bible which 

follows these writing prophets, "The Day of the Lord."  Sometimes it is used, as here in Amos, to refer to a 

time of judgment that God is bringing in the immediate future because people have neglected or rebelled 

against His word.  Sometimes it points all the way out to the end of history to the last and final day of the 

Lord when in the words of the creed our Lord shall come "to judge the quick and the dead."  Sometimes as 

in Joel it is used both ways at once, but it always points to a time of judgment -- so follows Amos' menacing 

command: "Prepare to meet your God!" 

 

Interspersed with warnings of judgment, however, there is always another word -- just as urgent, just as 

valid.  It is an invitation: "Seek me and live."  That is still God's word today.  It is either "Seek me and live" 

or "prepare to meet your God."  The choice of which lies with us and with our country just as certainly as 

with King Jeroboam II and his nation. 
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This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 48, DAY 5          AMOS 7-9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished the Book of Amos by reading chapters 7-9.  It is 

my prayer that this week spent with the minor prophets has been an exciting one for you.  I know that for 

some of you, this part of the Old Testament has been completely "hidden" up to now.  Since not many 

sermons are preached from these books, and not many Sunday school classes are devoted to them, there is a 

big tendency among the people of God to simply ignore them believing that whatever relevance they have is 

probably for generations long gone or perhaps for a group of Christians that is not yet born.  I know that 

these last few days have taught us that this is not the case at all.  I also am excited because today we have 

finished 11 months of serious Bible study.  That is surely something to be very pleased about!  I know it 

pleases God that we are making this attempt to Know the Word. 

 

Well then, I wonder what things caught your attention today as you thought about Amos chapter 7-9?  I'm 

pretty sure that the three visions at the beginning of our reading would have been one thing you thought 

about.  The locusts, the fire and the plumb line were each shown to Amos.  The prophets' intercession after 

each of the first two visions is: "Sovereign Lord, forgive" -- sovereign Lord I beg you to stop.  How can 

Jacob survive?  He is so small" is the occasion for a turning back of the terrible judgment. 

 

Once again, we are confronted with anthropomorphic language that seems to suggest that God is somehow 

like a human being capable of (and just perhaps in need of) changing His mind after thinking about some 

new piece of evidence or after regaining control of his emotions.  Now I trust that our studies thus far with 

regard to the nature and attributes of God have put that idea far behind us.  God does not ever change His 

mind because He always has all the information and He is always conscious of every bit of that evidence at 

all times.  More than that, He never loses control of His emotions so He doesn't need to regain it.  I 

sometimes say and do rash things, but God is not like me.  (Aren't you glad?)  So then, once again, we must 

conclude that the final action was the one that God intended all along but that He showed Amos visions of 

judgments that could have been brought -- judgments that would have wiped Israel out completely in order 

to do two things: First to move Amos to intercede for His people -- God wanted to move Amos to prayer, 

and second to underscore His mercy and the gracious commitment that God had made to spare a remnant of 

His people and preserve them through the time of judgment so that someday Israel could be re-established. 

 

God;s plan from the outset then was to bring a judgment that would devastate but not utterly destroy His 

people.  But somehow (and this is the great mystery of prayer) Amos' prayer of intercession was a necessary 

and indispensable part of that plan.  This incident reveals that "it is by prayer that the will of God is wrought 

on earth" (1) J.A. Motyer has this to say about this passage: "Even though (as other scriptures tell us) God 

determined who should be His and that He would make and keep them as His, yet here that eternal, 

unchangeable, infallible decision is brought to pass only by the agency of prayer.  And it is, indeed, as if the 

Lord wanted that prayer to be made, for otherwise why should He have allowed Amos in on the secret of 

what He was going to do.  'Prayer' says Pusey, suggested by God, moves God, the ruler of all."  300 years 

after Amos, Malachi predicted the Messianic forerunner and over 700 years after Amos the moment to 

fulfill that promise came, but the word of the angel to the aged Zechariah was not 'prophecy is to be fulfilled' 

but 'Your prayer is heard.'  Prayer is a means by which the Lord of all brings His determined purposes to 

pass." 

 

"... Here is a prayer which ... God prompted and certainly a prayer which He heard and answered.  In its way 

therefore, it is a model for effective praying.  There are two noteworthy things at least.  First, it involves 

adopting the divine estimate of the situation.  How can Jacob stand?  He is so small... this was far from 
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being the self estimate of the people for whom Amos was praying ...  Prayer starts by adopting God's stance, 

seeing things and people as He does, focusing their needs as estimated in heaven.  Second prayer looks up to 

the divine mercy and almightiness.  Amos' two intercessory words are forgive and stop.  In the former case 

he acts from the point of view of man's sin and deserving.  There is something in the nature of God to which 

appeal can be made, a pardoning mercy.  In the Old Testament the verb forgive is only used of God.  It 

points therefore to what in its proper sense belongs exclusively to Him, the power and readiness to forgive.  

By the word stop, Amos starts from man's weakness and helplessness and he looks to that in God which is 

able to help no matter what are the dimensions of the crisis" (2)  God moved Amos to pray and he prayed 

for mercy and help.  We can always look to Him for these things.  And mysterious as it is -- prayer works! 

 

The confrontation between Amos and Amaziah the priest of Bethel gives us a fascinating little glimpse into 

the actual life of this man of God.  It tells us that Amos was no a prophet by choice, but because God 

specifically called him to this task.  I would not want to pretend this morning that there is anything like an 

exact correspondence between being called in Old Testament times to be a prophet of God and being called 

in our day and age to be a pastor or a missionary.  Nevertheless they are not entirely dissimilar either.  I 

firmly believe that God's basic ways of dealing with His servants have not changed.  I believe that He still 

uses specific calls and that the person who has received a specific call of God to ministry is under divine 

constraint.  We have no options -- we have to respond. 

 

Because a prophet's task is to tell people what God sees, prophets are not a popular breed.  Amos wasn't 

wanted.  He wasn't welcome.  But Amos had to bring the word of the Lord to Israel no matter how much 

Amaziah, the self appointed priest of Bethel opposed him.  By the way, this incident also illustrates another 

fact which we might as well master as quickly as possible.  The harshest critics and most vigorous 

opponents of any true prophet, man or woman of God, will always be found within the church among the 

religious people who should be the first to hear and welcome the message.  So it was, so it is and so it will 

be until He comes.  If you bring the word of God, be sure that your most virulent opposition will be found 

among the ranks of other professing Christians. 

 

In chapter 8, there was a very stirring prophecy made about a famine, not of food, but of hearing the words 

of the Lord.  "Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east searching for the word of the 

Lord but they will not find it."  After the period of the writing prophets ended when Israel had been 

trampled and Judah carried into exile, after a few of the exiles had returned to Judah from Babylon, (though 

Samaria was not repopulated after the Assyrian captivity until after World War II!), this time of famine of 

hearing God's word did come between the prophet Malachi and John the Baptist -- the next and last Old 

Testament prophet.  There was a 400 year period of silence in which no prophet arose to say, "This is what 

God says to Israel." 

 

There were five visions in the portion of Amos that we read today.  The locusts to which Amos replied 

"forgive!", the fire -- a supernatural fire that devoured the deep (the Hebrew poetic expression for the sea) to 

which Amos replied "stop."  The plumb line -- to which Amos did not respond, the basket of ripe fruit in 

conjunction with the famine of the hearing of the word of the Lord is prophesied, and the vision of the Lord 

beside the altar found in chapter 9 in which the destruction of Samaria is foreseen and declared.  Disaster 

finally overtakes the people who have been saying, "Disaster will not overtake or meet us."  In other words, 

"It can't happen here" because they had a form of religion that paid lip service to God and went through the 

motions of worshipping Him they believed that they were by those actions securing some kind of celestial 

fire insurance policy.  They were just as wrong as the people of our own day who say and think exactly the 

same things. 
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We must not conclude our thoughts regarding the Book of Amos without carefully noting that this book of 

wrath and judgment ends on a very different note -- an unexpected note -- a note of hope and promise 

because God says -- even though Israel is about to be judged in an unparalleled way, a day of restoration is 

coming -- a day when I will restore David's fallen tent and repair its broken places and restore its ruins a day 

when "I will bring back my exiled people Israel.  They will rebuild their ruined cities and live in them.  They 

will plant vineyards and drink their wine.  They will make gardens and eat their fruit.  I will plant Israel in 

their own land never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them."  My friends, we have seen the 

fulfillment of those words in our own lifetime, more than 2500 years after Amos spoke them!  The word of 

the Lord endures forever! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

(1) Motyer, Ibid, pg 155-156 

 

 


