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WEEK 47 DAY 1               2 CHRONICLES 19-21 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 47 of Know the Word.  This morning you 

reread 2 Chronicles chapter 19 and added chapters 20 and 21 to your reading.  Before we begin today there 

is one little misstatement that I need to clear up from last week.  I told you that Moses lived about a half 

century before Elijah.  What I meant to say, of course, was a half millennium before Elijah -- sorry about 

that.  I hope that it didn't cause you too much trouble or confusion. 

 

When I was a boy I used to spend many Saturday mornings in front of the television set watching the old 

1950s westerns -- Hopalong Cassidy, the Cisco Kid and a host of others.  At least once in every half hour 

broadcast, there would be the inevitable transition: "Meanwhile back at the ranch ...."  Well that's a good 

way to introduce today's reading.  We have been focusing on the events which occurred in the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel during the reign of the house of Omri.  Omri, the general who snatched the throne from 

another usurper named Zimri, was a bad king.  He passed the throne to his son Ahab -- the worst king.  Ahab 

ruled Israel from 874 - 853 B.C.  He and his evil wife Jezebel practiced unprecedented wickedness in the 

land.  They were opposed by the courageous prophet Elijah (and by Micaiah as well).  When Ahab died his 

son Ahaziah succeeded him for a short period.  Ahaziah also died after being prophesied against by Elijah.  

Having no heir, he was succeeded by his brother Joram -- the last Israelite king of the house of Omri.  As the 

result of his sins, God gave the kingdom over to Jehu.  That is a brief summary of what we have been 

learning of late.  (I hope you don't mind all of this frequent repetition -- its the only way I can fix these 

different people in my head and I'm betting that you are a lot like me!) 

 

Meanwhile back at the ranch in Judah, things have been a lot more stable.  Instead of nine kings in four 

different dynasties, there has only been one dynasty -- the house of David -- and there will be only one 

house because of God's promise to King David that the Messiah would come through his line.  Rehoboam, 

Solomon's son was the first king after the division of Israel.  He was followed by Abijah who ruled for just 

two years before his son, the good king Asa began his long rule.  His son Jehoshaphat was also a good king 

and it was at the end of his reign that we pick up the story of Judah again today.  I don't know if you need 

help keeping the same named kings of Israel and Judah apart -- indeed I don't know if you are even trying to 

keep them straight, but if you are and if you do need help, here's my humble attempt.  During the same 

general period of Israel and Judah's history, the Northern Kingdom was A - A and J - J.  That's Ahab, 

Ahaziah, Joram and Jehu while the Southern Kingdom Judah (note Judah starts with a "J") was J - J - A - A: 

Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah and Athaliah!  Got that?  Great!  Now here are the special things that I want 

you to note with me. 

 

First I want us to note again the fact that good people can sometimes make really bad choices.  Just being a 

godly person is no guarantee against foolish advice and bad choices.  Jehoshaphat was a good king.  We've 

been told that at several points in our reading.  He did love the Lord and he did walk in the way of his father 

Asa.  Most of his decisions were right.  Today we read about the righteous way he handled a national crisis 

and about "Beracah" -- the valley of praise where God honored his faith and trust, but good King 

Jehoshaphat made one terrible decision and that of course was the choice to make an alliance with Ahab 

who was the sworn enemy of God.  He entered a political alliance with Ahab by arranging for his son 

Jehoram to marry Ahab's daughter Athaliah.  That was a bad choice, a colossally bad choice.  I'm sure that 

Jehoshaphat rationalized it by saying, "I won't compromise our religion."  This alliance is good because 

even though we greatly disagree about religion we have some common interests, like the defense of our 

nation against the threat of Syria (Aram).  We'll join hands in this area and I'll not let this alliance water 

down our national commitment to Jehovah.  Once again we see a very basic biblical principle that we have 
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noted many times already in our study of God's Word being forgotten.  God says, don't be unequally yoked 

with unbelievers -- a political alliance and a marriage in the family violated that principle and Judah ended 

up paying a terrible price for Jehoshaphat's bad choice.  Every single day you and I make scores -- even 

hundreds of choices.  Not all of them are as big as the one that Jehoshaphat made when he chose to enter 

into an alliance with King Ahab, but all of them have consequences.  I need to pray every morning for the 

wisdom to make good choices. 

 

The second item that caught my attention in our reading today is related to the instructions that Jehoshaphat 

gave to the men he appointed to be judges over the people of Judah.  He said, "Consider carefully what you 

do because you are not judging for man but for the Lord..."  There are two really important concepts lying 

right behind that advice.  The first is that all civil authority is based upon and is an extension of the authority 

of God Himself.  That is exactly what we found Paul teaching in the 13th chapter of the Book of Romans 

when he urged everyone to be in submission to the civil authority because it is set in place by God Himself.  

(There are, of course, exceptional circumstances which arise when civil authorities command things that are 

directly contrary to the Word of God and therefore lose their authority in such matters.  Even then the 

principle is upheld that civil government derives its legitimacy and authority from the authority and laws of 

God upon which it is based.)   The second principle follows directly from the first and it is that when judges 

pass down verdicts, they need to always remember that they are accountable to a God whose laws always 

constitute a higher authority than any civil or supreme court in this or any other land.  Human law does not 

have its foundation in a 51% majority -- that is a notion that our society has come very close to adopting -- 

perhaps we have already owned it as a nation.  That kind of thinking is terribly dangerous because it means 

that right and wrong are only relative terms.  Something is right only for as long as the majority of our 

population believes that it is.  As soon as the balance shifts the other way then wrong becomes right -- at 

least for today.  That is what we see happening all around us today.  That is why a landlord can now be 

fined for refusing to rent an apartment to a couple living out of wedlock -- that is why very soon 

homosexuality may no longer be viewed as "wrong" in the U.S.A.  If 51% of the population says its o.k., 

then we can move it from the wrong column to the right column and we begin to endorse it. 

 

Well that is how Americans seem to think, but Jehoshaphat knew better.  God decides what is right and 

what is wrong, and the decisions of the judges must reflect that or they will have to answer not only to the 

king but to the Lord Himself. 

 

The accompanying bit of advice given by Jehoshaphat to his judges is equally arresting.  He says that if they 

do not warn the people not to sin against the Lord, they will bring down God's wrath on themselves because 

of their silence.  That too, is a very important and oft-repeated biblical principle.  If we do not challenge evil 

doers --if we do not warn those who are breaking God's laws, not only will they be guilty before Him for 

their sins but we too will be guilty -- for the sin of silence.  We will meet this concept again in the striking 

"watchman" passage of the Book of Ezekiel, but note it here and remember it. 

 

Good men may make bad choices, but they don't do it repeatedly -- they learn from their mistakes, and in 

chapter 20 we have a classic example of how God's people ought to deal with emergencies and threats.  

Jehoshaphat's actions when faced with the attack of Moab and Ammon are textbook examples for us to 

follow.  He didn't panic -- he didn't call his Northern allies for help, he prayed.  In his prayer he confessed 

the power of God, he acknowledged his own powerlessness, he recalled the help that God had given in the 

past, he pled the promises of God and then he waited for an answer.  The great emergencies of your life will 

probably not involve foreign armies invading your territory, but Jehoshaphat's method dealing with 

emergencies will work equally well on yours. 
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God's answer came from the lips of a Levite named Jahaziel who quite possibly had never uttered a 

prophetic word before in his entire life.  On this day he said, "Stand firm and see the deliverance of the 

Lord."  That's all they had to do -- they marched out to battle singing a hymn of praise, probably the 136th 

Psalm.  Then they stood and just watched while God won the battle.  When the enemy confederacy finished 

its in-fighting, the Israelites named the place "Beracah" which means "prays" and they had a thanksgiving 

service. 

 

Verse 12 of Jehoshaphat's prayer is wonderful -- it probably ought to be memorized.  "... we have no power 

to face this vast army that is attacking us.  We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you."  That 

prayer might fit a circumstance or two in your life, don't you think?  Remember the 20th Psalm?  "Some 

trust in horses and some trust in chariots but we will trust in the name of the Lord our God.  They are 

brought to their knees and fall.  But we rise up and stand firm."  It really works that way! 

 

The bad fruit of Jehoshaphat's alliance with Ahab comes to maturity in the marriage of his son Jehoram to 

Athaliah.  Marrying Ahab's daughter exposed Jehoshaphat's son to all of the evil of her parents and Athaliah 

turned out to be just as evil as Ahab's Queen Jezebel.  Jehoram adopted all of Ahab's ways.  He was a very 

bad king.  He murdered all of his brothers and anyone else who might possibly challenge his throne.  He 

was an idolater.  His sin lost the blessing of God for the kingdom -- yes there was and is a direct relationship 

between the prosperity and peace of a nation and its relationship to God.  Elijah was right at the end of his 

career during Jehoram's reign -- he prophesies the death of this evil king in a letter.  We are left with this 

terrible epitaph, "He passed away to no one's regret and was buried in the city of David but not in the tombs 

of the kings." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 47 DAY 2        2 CHRONICLES 22-24 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read 2 Chronicles chapters 22 - 24, a passage which is 

paralleled though without so much detail by 2 Kings 11 and 12.  We are still in the Kingdom of Judah in the 

days following the reign of Jehoshaphat.  When Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat died, his youngest son 

Ahaziah took the throne.  The measure of instability that Jehoram's wickedness had brought into the house 

of Judah is evident not only from the satellite states over which Jehoram lost control during his twelve year 

reign but by the fact that raiding parties of Arabs had overrun his kingdoms and killed all of the king's other 

sons!  Ahaziah was Athaliah's son and scripture tells us that his mother "encouraged him in doing wrong."  

His father died "to no one's regret" and his mother encouraged him in doing wrong.  That's quite a heritage 

and from a human point of view I guess King Ahaziah never had much of a chance.  Remember, the sins of 

the fathers (and mothers) are visited upon the children not because God is angry with the family but because 

we shape the lives of our children so expertly that the patterns of our lives, be they righteous or unrighteous, 

are very often replicated in the lives of our children -- so it was with Jehoram, Athaliah, and Ahaziah. 

 

Just in case you have been comparing a KJV to a NIV or some other translation this morning, I had better 

alert you to the fact that the KJV following the masoritic text of the Hebrew says Ahaziah was 42 years old 

when he began to rule while the NIV and other translations say he was 22.  This is one of the few places that 

we encounter one of those primitive errors in the Old Testament.  The Hebrew text does say 42 but that 

cannot be correct because it would make Ahaziah older than his father and as far as I know, that was not any 

more possible eight centuries before Christ than it is today.  Fortunately this is an easy problem to solve 

because 2 Kings 8:26 tells us that Ahaziah was 22 years old when he began to reign and that "fits" all of the 

other biblical data we have.  It is even very easy to see how the mistake got into the text.  When the Book of 

2 Chronicles was written (there was only one book of Chronicles; it got divided into two parts later on) the 

number was correct.  It said Ahaziah was 22 years old.  The Hebrew way of making numbers in the time of 

Ezra and Nehemiah -- about the time when these histories were written down involved representing decades 

by marks that looked like a shepherd's crook turned on it side -- a horizontal hook.  Twenty-two would have 

a mark that looks like a Roman numeral I with two shepherd's crooks turned on their side next to the mark.  

Forty-two would look very much the same except there would be two sets of the shepherd's crooks instead 

of one.  A smudged or blurred document or a blink of the eye at the wrong time could easily make the scribe 

write two sets of marks instead of one, thereby changing 22 to 42.  The same kind of mistake will be 

encountered again when we read about another king named Jehoiachin.  The really interesting thing to me 

about the discrepancy is that later scribes would automatically notice the discrepancy and "solve" the 

problem of how it arose even more easily than we can but they did not take it upon themselves to "fix" the 

text.  The scripture was so important to them and they were so careful to copy exactly what they found that 

they would not even dare to "correct" an obvious mistake.  In a backhanded kind of way, that should make 

us even more confident about the accuracy of the copies of scripture that have come down to us.  If you 

want to study this a bit more I'll leave you some digging deeper material for later today! 

 

Ahaziah's reign was very short.  We have already read in Kings about how his death came about as he and 

Joram the King of Israel rode out together to meet Jehu.  The Kings account told us that Joram's death came 

about in a judgment of God, and the Chronicles account which we read today and which views the same 

event from the perspective of Judah, assures us that it was God who brought about Ahaziah's downfall as 

well.  The kings of Judah took a long time to learn that God did not want them to mix with the family of 

Ahab.  It is not hard for us to know where the idea had come from to murder all of Jehoram's brothers when 

he ascended to the throne.  It came from his wife Athaliah the daughter of Jezebel.  When her son Ahaziah 

dies, she moves to seize power by killing everyone in his family -- her own grandchildren are targets!  This 



 

 
 
 5 

is one wicked queen!  And she almost succeeded -- almost.  Jehosheba, the sister of Ahaziah and the wife of 

a godly priest named Jehoiada, managed to escape with one son of the King -- Joash and hide him in the 

temple of God for six long years. 

 

Now -- think about the drama here.  The Messiah is going to come from David's line and here just a few 

generations after his death there is a coup.  A daughter of Ahab, the wicked king of the North, seizes the 

throne of Judah and comes within one life of wiping out the royal line of David's sons.  And for six long 

years it looks as though she has succeeded.  Only Jehosheba and Jehoiada and a nurse maid know the truth.  

It really looked like Satan had won!  And I have to believe that the godly people of Judah were wondering 

what had happened.  Had the plan of God been foiled, had evil triumphed over good and won the war?  It 

often looks that way.  For Joseph in Pharaoh's jail it seemed that way.  For Israel laboring in slavery while 

God was silent it seemed that way.  For two very long days between Friday and Sunday after the crucifixion 

it seemed certain that God's plan finally had been defeated.  But in every case that conclusion was very 

wrong.  God's plan can never be defeated or overthrown.  Athaliah thought for six years that she had 

thwarted God.  But Athaliah and every other would be usurper in history was wrong. 

 

I think that the story of Joash is one of the saddest we have read in a long time, because he started out so 

well and he finished so badly.  We've talked about that before -- the formula for success is start strong, keep 

going and finish well -- Joash started strong and he kept going for a long time but he didn't finish well.  

Finally his own people murdered him in his bed and buried him in the city of David, but not in the tombs of 

the kings.  The warning of the Bible to all of us is "Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall."  

That warning ought to instantly call to our minds the history of Joash. 

 

He started very well -- when he was under the care of Jehoiada he obeyed the Lord.  The very first thing 

Jehoiada did with Joash in public -- even as he crowned him king was to give him a copy of the covenant -- 

the law of God.  The seven year old king obeyed his mentor and the Lord.  Verse 16 of chapter 23 is a 

succinct and powerful summary of what was happening.  "Jehoiada then made a covenant that he and the 

people and the king would be the Lord's people."  Joash knew from the outset that he was the king but that 

God was in charge. 

 

Even after he was on his own -- ruling as king without Jehoiada's instruction he was zealous for God and for 

the house of God.  It was in the 23rd year of his reign that he took steps to make sure that the temple was 

refurbished and he gave Jehoiada instructions to make sure temple was repaired.  According to the kings' 

account, the money for the repairs came from three different sources -- the temple offerings, the census 

offering that Moses had commanded and the offerings that were given when people made personal vows to 

God.  The Chronicles account suggests that the reinstitution of the census offering and the dedication of that 

money to the task of repairing the temple was the main source of revenue and we're told the people gave 

gladly.  Joash "kept going!"   

 

But late in his reign, after the death of Jehoiada -- who by the way lived to be 130 years old and was buried 

with the kings because of all the good he had done, everything came apart for Joash spiritually.  There was 

one interesting little sentence in the text: I wonder if you noted it.  It said, "After the death of Jehoiada, the 

officials of Judah came and paid homage to the king and he listened to them."  It doesn't take too much 

reading between the lines to infer what happened.  Joash started out and kept going for a long time 

understanding that he was the king but God was in charge.  Then -- after Jehoiada's voice was no longer 

around to correct the misperceptions, he forgot that and started instead to believe all the flatterers who told 

him how great he was and said that he was the king and he was in charge!!  Apparently Joash started 
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believing that and everything went downhill from there!! 

 

When Zechariah the priest -- son of Jehoiada challenged Joash's arrogance he had him stoned -- forgetting 

(or ignoring) all that Jehoiada had done for him.  When Hazael, the king of Damascus threatened Jerusalem, 

instead of praying to the Lord, Joash bribed him with precious items from the temple and finally he died 

from a wound inflicted by that same Syrian army. 

 

Joash forgot that God is in charge.  Instead of being remembered for all of the wonderful things he had 

done, he was buried in Jerusalem -- but not with the kings. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 47 DAY 3       2 KINGS 13-14; 2 CHRONICLES 25 
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Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read II Kings 13-14 and II Chronicles 25.  You have 

noticed by now, I'm sure, that the chapters we have been reading in Kings seem to give us a fuller 

understanding of what was going on in the Northern Kingdom, Israel, while the Chronicles account 

furnishes extra material and information about the goings-on in Judah.  Today's readings show us the benefit 

of comparing parallel accounts wherever we find them in the historical sections of the Bible because often 

details omitted by one account will be added to another shedding additional light and understanding on what 

is happening in the lives of God's people.  That was especially true today.  In II Kings we read about the fact 

that Amaziah of Judah waged war against Jehoash of Israel and that he lost.  When you read that, did it 

strike you as somewhat odd?  It did me -- because the writer of Kings tells us that Jehoash of Israel -- despite 

the fact that he apparently held Elisha in some high esteem and did cry out at least once in his reign to the 

Lord for deliverance and attempt something that looked a little like repentance, was -- like every one of his 

predecessors in Israel, an evil king.  The same chapter however told us that Amaziah -- Joash's son, was a 

good king.  Not as good as David, but like Joash his father, he started well and held to the worship of 

Jehovah (though he did not remove the high places -- I want to come back and talk about that in a few 

moments.)  So -- here is the question posed by the Kings account:  Why would God allow an unrighteous 

king of Israel to defeat a righteous king of Judah in battle?  That puzzled me when I only read the account in 

II Kings. 

 

Now before we answer the question (and if you read II Chronicles 25 you already know the answer).  Let's 

be sure we understand why it is even a question at all.  I'm sure you have noted by now that in the Bible at 

least, victory or defeat in battle has very little to do with superficial things like troop size, weapon 

superiority or battle plans.  It has everything to do with righteousness or unrighteousness before God.  

Remember Gideon?  It wasn't troop size that counted them -- not weapons either -- trumpets and pitchers are 

strange weapons of war even in the Bible!  It was the Lord.  Ahab found that out the hard way.  Dressed as a 

common charioteer he thought he had a foolproof battle plan -- but an unknowing and unknown archer 

loosed an un-aimed shot into the air and God's arrow found its mark.  Ahab dies.  If the Lord is fighting for 

you, you may not even have to fight at all.  Perhaps all you will have to do is march out to the valley of 

Beracah and pick up the booty and arms because the enemies got confused and killed each other.  Then it 

would appear that there is a well established Biblical principle on the line here.  If you are righteous and 

obedient to the Lord, you can count on Jehovah's help in battle.  Whoever fights with Jehovah on His side 

will always win the battle.  That clearly is the way it was in scripture.  Do we dare extrapolate from our 

studies so far that it will be that way in our day and our world as well?  I for one would not fear to draw that 

conclusion.  It seems perfectly obvious.  Righteous nations -- obedient to God -- marching on His command 

don't lose wars -- they always win.  That works even if troop size is minuscule and weapons are 

overmatched -- even if there is no battle plan.  Here's a radical thought -- if the United States of America was 

truly a righteous country, (it isn't, but if it was) we might not need to rely upon a huge standing army and a 

multi-billion dollar defense budget!  "Some trust in horses and some trust in chariots, but we will trust in the 

name of the Lord our God.  They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand firm."  How's 

that for a defense policy??  I don't think it will fly in Washington! 

 

Well, now we see the problem.  The principle is that God fights for the good guys and defeats the bad guys. 

 II Kings says Jehoash is a bad guy and Amaziah is a good guy (with qualifications), but Jehoash wins the 

battle!!  Without the parallel account in II Chronicles that would leave my brain in a state of befuddlement, 

but fortunately, this morning we did read the parallel scripture and discovered that God didn't get confused 

at all.  Amaziah's first military venture was against Edom.  He planned the campaign himself and hired 

100,000 mercenaries from Israel to pull it off.  Then God's prophet shows up.  Who was it?   Probably not 
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Elisha who was near death in Amaziah's time and who we know was located in Samaria near Jehoash, the 

enemy.  Not Isaiah, he will very soon appear on the scene but he is not there yet.  It is possible it was Jonah 

whose name did show up in today's reading in connection with Israel's next king, Jeroboam II, but we don't 

know.  Probably it was just another unnamed man of God.  But God's prophet delivers a message -- if you 

take the Samaritan soldiers into battle, you'll lose.  Amaziah's response is predictable -- but what about all 

the money I paid?  But in the end he obeys -- he marches with a much smaller army -- and he wins!  But 

then he brings back the booty and along with it the idols of the Edomites and, can you believe this?  He sets 

up the Edomites idols as his own.  He commits idolatry and God is angered.  Amaziah's idolatry took him 

out from under the protection of God and he (like Samson and a whole lot of other people before and after 

him) was too dumb to realize it.  He declares war on Jehoash of Israel, marches into battle and loses badly, 

gets captured and watches as the armies of Samaria break down the wall of Jerusalem and sack the palace 

and temple treasuries.  When you read both accounts, the mystery completely disappears.  God's actions are 

no longer hard to understand.  In fact, they make perfect sense to us. 

 

I have belabored this a bit today because there are two pretty important things that I want for us to learn 

here.  The first is that wherever there is the possibility of shedding light from other passages of scripture 

upon the portion of the Word of God we are studying, we need to take the time and make the effort to 

carefully investigate that.  If you are not presently using a good study Bible which contains a cross reference 

system designed to alert you to such passages, you may wish to invest in one very soon -- (or put it on your 

Christmas list!)  Looking up cross references may seem a bit tedious to you right now, but I guarantee that 

you will be greatly blessed by a persistent application of that habit. 

 

The second thing that this discussion suggests is equally important.  When you encounter in any passage of 

scripture that which seems to be a problem, or inconsistency, it would be well to remember that when more 

information becomes available, most of the "difficulties" of the Bible fade very quickly away.  If them are 

problem passages, or hard questions we ought not to avoid them, but don't rush quickly to the conclusion 

that you have discovered an inconsistency or difficulty that is finally going to shake the credibility of the 

Bible.  What you have discovered, in all likelihood, is a problem or question that will resolve itself quite 

nicely when you get more light or information than you have at present! 

 

Now then, I'd like to return for a moment to think with you about a question I raised a few minutes ago.  I'm 

sure that you have noticed over and over again, as I have that the good kings of Judah are said repeatedly to 

have walked in the ways of their godly predecessors (or even David) BUT we are told time and time again 

that though they worshipped God and sought to obey Him, they did not remove the high places.  Why not?  I 

can't believe that it didn't dawn on Asa and Jehoshaphat or Amaziah that this was really important to God.  

In fact we know from the differences between the Kings and Chronicles accounts that the godly kings of 

Judah did start removing the pagan places of worship, but they never finished the job -- why not?  I know 

that I can only offer you an opinion on this point, but I think that they must have faced the same kind of 

criticism that we often hear when we get too zealous for the name of the Lord our God.  "What makes you 

Christians think that you have a corner on truth?"  Has anyone ever asked you that question?  Or said, wait a 

minute, it's all well and good for you to believe in Jesus but that doesn't give you any right to shove it down 

my throat...  You see it is one thing to expect, and demand the right to worship God in the way that we 

believe we ought.  It is quite another thing to demand that everyone else worship Him in exactly the same 

way.  In fact, it seems almost wrong.  After all, if what you have been fighting for is the freedom to worship 

God in your way, how can you then turn around and insist that everyone else do this your way?  I am very 

sure that the good kings of Israel were grappling with some of the very same issues that we face.  They 

wanted very much to promote the worship of the one true God, but they were very reluctant to prohibit the 
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worship of false gods because they were afraid of imposing their belief structures on other people. 

 

Now don't get alarmed -- I'm not about to pronounce a jihad or holy war here.  I'm not even sure that I am 

ready to propose any strategies at all, I only want to acknowledge that I feel the force of the same tensions 

that must have played upon the godly kings of Judah.  We don't have the right or authority to go tear down 

places of false worship.  It is probably a very good thing that we don't.  We would almost certainly misuse it, 

but we do have to reckon with the fact that biblical religion is very exclusive -- Jesus made that clear enough 

-- (John 14:6, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.") 

 

Though we must be careful to be biblical about the way in which we approach those who do not share our 

beliefs and our world view, yet we cannot escape the recognition that we are called upon to promote -- to 

vigorously promote a very exclusive truth claim.  There is only one God.  There is only one way to God.  

There is only one Savior (one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.)  No other religion -- 

no other approach is adequate.  Being a biblical Christian in a pluralistic society is going to be a real 

challenge for you and me.  "Converting" people at the point of a sword has never been an acceptable option 

for followers of Jesus Christ.  But simply saying, "You have your faith and I have mine" doesn't cut it either. 

 God wants you and me to be aggressive in the promotion of His gospel in a world that only wants to live 

and let live.  If nothing else, I firmly believe that the force of that tension will drive us to our knees.  May 

God help us to find the right balance and to zealously stand for the gospel of Christ. 

 

Amaziah's life reminded me of Isaac.  Remember in the Book of Genesis you read about Abraham and then 

the life of his son.  Isaac could almost have been described by ditto marks -- same characteristics -- same 

experiences -- same failures etc.  Well that's the way it is with Joash and Amaziah.  Start well, keep going -- 

finish badly and get murdered in the end by people so frustrated by your failures that they move you out and 

start over with your son. 

 

You noted also, I'm sure, the death of Elisha.  I'll be honest with you.  I don't know what to make of the story 

of the bones of Elisha included there.  Because it is in the Word of God I firmly believe that it really 

happened.  Perhaps God did this to show that even though He wasn't taken up to heaven in a fiery 

translation as his predecessor had been, Elisha really was endowed with a double portion of Elijah's spirit. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read the tiny Book of Obadiah, the shortest Book in the 

whole Old Testament and the shortest reading we are likely to have. 

 

After the death of Elijah and Elisha, there rose up in Israel and Judah new groups of prophets who not only 

spoke the word of God like Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Elijah, Micaiah and Elisha before them (to name just a 

few) but who also by the hand of the Lord wrote what they had been given.  These are the writing prophets. 

 Two of them only, Jonah and Isaiah are mentioned in the historical books of the Old Testament and can 

therefore be easily placed.  Jonah the son of Amittai, we noted yesterday, showed up as God's spokesman to 

Jeroboam II of Israel.  We will turn to his book tomorrow. 

 

We have no way to precisely "place" the prophet Obadiah.  Just in case you were wondering, there is no 

evidence to identify him with the chief steward of King Ahab of the same name who was a worshipper of 

God and who met and dealt with Elijah the prophet.  It might be tempting to conjecture about that 

connection but it is probably best to assume that we are talking about a different person.  I have asked you to 

read Obadiah this morning, however, because his message 'fits' this period of time and there is good reason 

to believe that he may have prophesied during or perhaps just before the reign of Amaziah.  His prophecy 

then would have been fulfilled in part at least by the great victory that Amaziah had over Edom. 

 

Obadiah prophesied that Edom would be destroyed for having failed to assist Judah her brother in time of 

need.  In fact it would appear that the Edomites did far more than just stand by when Judah was attacked.  

They gloated, "rejoicing over Judah in the day of their destruction."  They "marched through the gates of 

Judah and seized their wealth."  They "waited at the crossroads to cut down the fugitives" aiding and 

abetting the enemies of David's household in any way they could.  It is possible that the setting of this Book 

is later -- after Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon plundered Jerusalem and carried off the wealth and youth of the 

nation.  There is a verse in the Psalms that refers to Edomites being part of the crew that plundered 

Jerusalem on that occasion.  There will be a great deal of debate for a long time to come, until the Lord 

returns, about which period of time the Book of Obadiah "fits" better.  But he certainly was one of the 

writing prophets who were beginning to appear at the point of history at which we have just been reading 

about. 

 

When Jehoram was king of Judah, the Philistines and Arabians sacked the city of Jerusalem.  It is very 

probable that the Edomites played a role in that event and by it incurred the judgment about which we are 

reading today.  Amaziah's decisive conquest of Edom then would be the primary referent of this prophecy if 

you accept an early dating of the Book and if you place it later, after the sack of Jerusalem by 

Nebuchadnezzar, then it is of course referring to their participation on that occasion.  In any case, the 

Edomites and the people of Judah and Israel were ancient enemies.  It went all the way back to the story of 

Jacob and Esau.  You remember, I am sure, that Esau is the father of the nation of Edom, located a little to 

the south and a little to the east of the city of Jerusalem, across the Jordan River in the part of the world that 

we now call the nation of Jordan, was the principality of Edom.    

 

In any case at the point at which the prophecy against Edom was uttered and written down by Obadiah, it 

looked very much to the people of Edom like they had triumphed and the people of Judah had been deserted 

by their God.  Living in the security of an impregnable mountain fortress, carved straight out of the rock and 

located in the cliffs of some of the world's most inhospitable geography, the Edomites felt quite secure.  An 

attack on their civilization would be nearly impossible.  Edom you may know already is the site of that 

marvelous city of Petra, the city carved out of the perspicacious cliffs of the region and though that city 
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itself dates from a slightly later time than the time of Obadiah, it is a good example to us of what their cities 

must have been like.  If you saw the film of "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade", you have seen the city of 

Petra as they come galloping on horseback out of a rather torturous narrow ravine and suddenly are 

confronted with this marvelous city carved right out of the rock.  That is Petra, that is Edom.  

 

They felt secure because of the location of their cities.  In addition to this misplaced security, they were a 

proud and arrogant nation, full of self-sufficiency.  After all, they had built these magnificent mountain 

dwellings all by themselves, without the help of the God of Israel.  Despite their isolated location they were 

well schooled in the wisdom of that pre-Christian world.  The location of their cities near every major trade 

route gave them amply opportunity to keep abreast of all that was new and trendy in their world.  Obadiah 

mentions indifference as one of the characteristics of these people as well.  They stood aloof in the day of 

Judah's trouble and adopted a policy of ignoring the difficulties of other people.  They were the original, 

"We don't want to get involved" people -- indifference laced with vindictiveness as we have seen their 

response to Judah's troubles.  

 

Well, we may not know any Edomites today but it sounds pretty familiar.  I want to submit to you this 

morning that is precisely the point at which many people in our own society have come to.  They have come 

to the place at which they think they are self-sufficient enough to totally ignore God.   

 

Obadiah's great message to the people of Edom is that a day is coming, the day of the Lord, when justice 

will be done.  All your dealings, all the ways in which you have dealt with other people will be returned to 

you.  People are pretty shortsighted by nature.  We only see clearly what is very close to us and as a 

consequence we are apt to have a very limited understanding of what is happening.   

 

When evil in our lives is not punished, when we seem to get away with it, that is what the Edomites were 

like.  We tend to believe we are going to continue to get away with it.  Obadiah says, don't think that way.  

The day when God will settle accounts is very near indeed. 

 

He wants to tell these people also that God always has the last word.  There is a simple statement with 

which Obadiah closes his prophecy down in verse 21.  "The kingdom will be the Lord's."  Simple, matter-of-

fact, that is the bottom line, that is the most significant line in the whole book.  When all is said and done, 

when Satan has had his best shot, when all words are past, when all deeds are done, the kingdom will be the 

Lord's.  God has the last word.  That is the message to the Edomites.  God resists the proud and God has the 

last word. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read the Book of Jonah.  This little Book is one to which 

most of us will have little or no difficulty relating because it is a Book for "runaways" and that makes it a 

Book for us! 

 

Everyone who has ever tried to run away from God or who has tried to refuse a task or burden which God 

wanted to give to them will relate very well to this Book and recognize themselves in its pages.  There are 

some great themes to be explored here.  This Book, for example, can teach us a great deal about the 

character and attributes of God.  In chapter 1 we are confronted with an omnipotent God -- He is all 

powerful, able to control the forces of nature, able to control the casting of a lot and the movements and 

actions of a great fish.  (Just for purposes of precision we ought to note that scripture nowhere calls it a 

whale.)  He is also shown in chapter 1 as an omnipresent God.  God calls Jonah to go to Nineveh.  Instead 

the prophet attempts to flee to Tarshish -- the furthest known place in the world of Jonah's day.  But God 

knows exactly where to find his wayward servant and Jonah has to learn the same lesson that every other 

runaway does; you cannot run away from God.  If Jonah had remembered the great truths of Psalm 139, he 

probably would not have run away in the first place.  Everywhere we go, that Psalm reminds us God is 

there. 

 

More than that this Book, perhaps as much as any other in the Old Testament, teaches us about the grace of 

God.  God's grace streams out of the Book when you think about Nineveh -- the pagan metropolis, a city that 

by all accounts was as fit for judgment as any you could possibly imagine.  God could have, (and in Jonah's 

humble opinion -- should have) simply dropped the curtain on a whole civilization that had showed itself to 

be rotten to the core.  There was no need to warn them again -- but he did because his hurt or love would 

save them. 

 

But there is more because God's marvelous grace is at least as prominent in his dealings with the stubborn 

prophet.  I think my favorite line in the whole Book comes when the author says, "And the Word of the Lord 

came to Jonah the son of Amittai, a second time saying ... What a wonderful sentence that is!!  Think about 

it.  It wasn't as though God had to use Jonah because he was the only prophet available at the time.  (Elisha 

may have still been alive, Obadiah as we have seen may have been around at the time and there were others 

of those anonymous men of God who could have been called upon and who would have going had God 

commanded.  But instead of wiping Jonah out -- letting him die in the storm, or at the hands of angry sailors 

or in the belly of the fish or just letting Jonah go to Tarshish and rot ... Instead of any of those possible 

courses of action, God gives Jonah a second chance.  That is a real encouragement to this Jonah. 

 

The wrath of God also gets highlighted in the Book of Jonah because the message he preaches to the people 

of Nineveh is one of judgment -- because of her sins Nineveh will be destroyed. 

 

Now there are some special issues that need to be dealt with this morning and the first is surely the 

historicity of the Book.   To put it very bluntly, is the story true?  Did it really happen or is the Book of 

Jonah the biggest fish story going?  There are a lot of people who simple cannot bring themselves to believe 

that all of this really happened.  If you will pardon the pun, they have a hard time swallowing it.  Could it 

be, as some have suggested that this is not real history but just a fable?  -- a beautiful story but not history 

included to teach many important lessons and truths -- not the least of which is that God's love is universal 

enough to include people other than Israelites -- even Ninevites!  Well it does teach us wonderful things -- 

including the truths about the expansiveness of God's love but it is not just a story, it really happened.  I 

know that first of all because Jonah was a real person -- we met him two days ago as the prophet of God 
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who brought the word of the Lord to King Jeroboam II.  We also know that he spent three days in the belly 

of the fish.  We have no less of an authority on that score than Jesus Christ Himself.  In Matthew 12:39-40 

He used Jonah's experience to typify the one that He was about to undergo.  "Just as Jonah was three days 

and three nights in the belly of a huge fish so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart 

of the earth."  He was referring to His experience between the cross and the resurrection.  If Jonah didn't 

really have that experience, then Jesus was mistaken and He could not be the infinite Son of God. 

 

I read this morning an account of a sailor named Bartley who in 1891 fell from a whaling boat and was 

swallowed by a whale which was later in the same day captured by his shipmates.  They found him still 

alive but unconscious.  For the next two weeks he was out of his senses but soon recovered and lived a 

normal life except for the fact that the gastric juices of the fish had bleached his skin to a ghostly while 

shade.  I imagine that Jonah was quite a sight strolling through the streets of Nineveh.  His very appearance 

testified to some important truths that the inhabitants of that great city needed to master.  God is sovereign -- 

no one who heard his story could ever doubt that He deals harshly with sin -- just looking at Jonah was 

proof of that and He is gracious to those who repent -- a God of the second chance.  If He wasn't Jonah 

would never have made it to Nineveh.  God prepared a walking object lesson for the Ninevites and it was a 

convincing one indeed. 

 

Since I mentioned Christ's allusion to Jonah, it would be worth noting that this is a great example of a 

biblical type -- an Old Testament person or experience that clearly prefigures a New Testament person and 

event and is identified by the New Testament  (in this case by Christ Himself) for our instruction. 

 

A second issue that demands our attention this morning concerns the statement that upon seeing the 

repentance of the people, Nineveh relented and did not bring the judgment that He had threatened.  Does 

this mean that God changed His mind?  The message was clear and unequivocal, "40 more days and 

Nineveh will be overturned."  There were no "ifs" or "maybes" in that word.  But Nineveh repented and 

God's judgment does not fall.  Did God change His mind -- CAN God change His mind -- that is a pretty big 

question especially in light of passages like one we read in Numbers 23:19 which insists that the Lord never 

changes His mind!   Moses says there, "God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should 

change his mind.  Does he speak and not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?"  He surely could not change 

His mind because the repentance of Nineveh surprised Him in any way -- God knows the end from the 

beginning.  You can't surprise Him and since His nature doesn't change, all of the reasons why a created 

being might change his mind don't apply!   Well then, if God doesn't change His mind -- what happened at 

Nineveh? 

 

The answer is found, I think in an important passage in the Book of Jeremiah.  In chapter 18: Listen to 

verses 6-10.  "'O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?' declares the Lord. 'Like clay in 

the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.  If at any time I announce that a nation or 

kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I 

will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.  And if at another time I announce that a nation or 

kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will 

reconsider the good I had intended to do for it."  That is the language of accommodation, it is our own kind 

of language, human language, but what God is saying is clear.  What we do in response to His warnings is 

decisive in terms of the outcome. 

 

This is a clear statement of a principle which always holds true.  God announces judgment ahead of time for 

one reason only -- to give people an opportunity to repent.  If they do, God always acts in mercy and 
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forgiveness.  In reality God didn't change His mind, the people of Nineveh changed their minds.  He knew 

they would.  That's why He sent Jonah.  Apparently Jonah also suspected that they would.  That's why he 

didn't want to go!! 

 

There has been some difficulty about the statement that it took Jonah three days to walk through Nineveh.  

Archaeologists have been puzzled by the fact since the mound which has been excavated at Nineveh 

suggests a city only about eight miles around -- hardly a three-day journey.  There were, however, other 

settlements around the city -- a four city complex of Nineveh, Rohoboth Ir, Calah and Resen, mentioned in 

Genesis 10.  It may well be that just as we refer to "Greater Philadelphia" or "Greater New York" by the 

simpler terms Philadelphia and New York City that the Book of Jonah is doing very much the same thing.  

In any case this is not an insuperable problem. 

 

Our time is gone.  I could easily talk for another day or two about this marvelous little Book.  I hope it was 

instructive and important to you as you read it today. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


