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WEEK 46, DAY 1    I KINGS 22; 2 CHRONICLES 17-19; 2 CHRONICLES 18 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 46 of Know the Word.  Today you finished the 

Book of 1 Kings, reading about the end of the reign of Ahab at the hand of an unknown (and unknowing) 

archer, and moved back to learn about events in the Southern Kingdom of Judah after the death of Asa.  To 

do that, we read chapters 17-19 of 2 Chronicles.  (Chapter 18 is nearly an exact parallel of 1Kings 22, which 

we also read.) 

 

Before we move any farther, I want to quickly review the more important facts we've learned so far about 

the life of Israel in the period of the Divided Kingdom.  Judah began its separate life with Rehoboam, the 

son of Solomon, in 931 B.C.  He reigned for 17 years and passed the throne to his son Abijah, who reigned 

for three years, and was succeeded, by his son Asa, a good king who was blessed by God with a 41-year 

reign.  Remember Asa -- his religious reforms overthrowing idol worship and refurbishing the Temple -- 

brought God's blessing to Jerusalem.  Through him, God gave Judah a great victory over Ethiopia, but at the 

end of his reign, a political alliance with Ben-Hadad of Syria brought a stern rebuke from the prophet of 

God.  He passed his throne to Jehoshaphat, about whom we read today. 

 

In the Northern Kingdom things were much more chaotic.  Whereas in Judah, a clear father-to-son pattern of 

succession had been established, Israel had already moved into its fourth dynasty.  The house of Jeroboam 

had been overthrown (by the murder of Jeroboam's son) by the house of Baasha, which in turn was 

overthrown by Zimri, who lasted only one week, to give away to the dynasty of Omri.  Ahaziah, who 

followed Ahab, is Israel's eighth king (ninth, if you count Tibni who contended against Omri for the throne 

for about a three-year period), while Judah has only had four kings, half as many. 

 

Several prophets have briefly appeared (some of these “men of God” were unnamed), but only one -- Elijah 

-- has been dominant.  His ministry was in the Northern Kingdom, and was primarily directed against the 

wicked King Ahab, and his even more wicked Queen Jezebel.  Through this entire period, Israel had no 

good kings -- (nor would they ever have a good king who would honor God) -- and Judah had only Asa who 

followed the Lord.  There, you remembered it all!  I knew you would! 

 

Well, God is sovereign over His word, and not even a scoundrel like Ahab, King of Israel, can evade the 

force of that simple truth.  The story of his death is as simple and unadorned an account as exists anywhere 

in Scripture or history, to prove that fact.  When Asa died in Judah, the throne passed to his son 

Jehoshaphat, who, like his father, began his reign by walking in the way of his father David and doing right 

in the eyes of the Lord. 

 

He finished the religious reforms his father had begun, and removed the high places and Asherah poles from 

Judah.  Because he honored God, God honored him and he gained great wealth and great political power. 

 

Concerned with ending the state of perpetual war that existed from the days of Rehoboam and Jeroboam 

onward between Israel and Judah, Jehoshaphat and Ahab concluded negotiations that brought peace to the 

border between them.  A royal marriage, in which Jehoshaphat's son married the daughter of Ahab, sealed 

that alliance.  Once again there is a Syrian force threatening the peace of Israel, and Ahab proposes an 

alliance to take back the city of Ramoth Gilead, which had fallen into Syrian hands. 

 

Ahab's ‘prophets for hire’ all give the predictable "go ahead," but Jehoshaphat wants to hear from a true 

prophet of the Lord, and we are introduced to Micaiah.  Elijah and Elisha were both active in ministry at this 
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time, but it is Micaiah who is summoned.  It is clear from Ahab's response to Jehoshaphat that he is well 

acquainted with Micaiah, and that this prophet has, on more than one occasion, brought messages of 

warning and judgment to the king on behalf of the Lord. 

 

It is amazing to me that anyone who had as many dealings with the God of Israel as Ahab would dare to 

disbelieve or defy the word of His prophet.  It is a measure of how far toward reprobation a man or woman 

has gone, when they are unwilling to listen to a word from God -- that they know has come from Him -- and 

still ignore it.  Ahab ignores the word of the prophet, who tells him what he doesn't want to hear, but he 

cannot entirely forget Micaiah's words, so he goes into battle disguised as a chariot driver, while he sets up 

Jehoshaphat to draw the enemy forces.  For a while he watches with excitement, because as the battle 

begins, the Aramean forces rush to attack Jehoshaphat, believing him to be Ahab.  He fooled the Syrians, 

but he didn't fool God, and an unknown Syrian bowman launches an undirected arrow, which finds a one-

quarter inch gap in the armor worn by the king of Israel who is disguised as a chariot driver, and the Word 

of God finds it fulfillment.  God always watches over His Word to perform it.  God sovereignly directs the 

affairs of His world, and Ahab dies just as Micaiah said.  The sovereign rule of Jehovah over His word and 

His world is once again vindicated. 

 

There are at least two or three more things about the story of Ahab's death that demand our notice.  We are 

told in both the Kings and 2 Chronicles account that God used "lying spirits" to accomplish His work in 

drawing Ahab into the battle that brought about his death.  What apparently happened here, (and you will 

remember that we saw it once before in God's dealings with rebellious King Saul,) is that God, who had 

already given Ahab many opportunities to repent, and who had already announced His judgment upon 

Ahab, simply exercised the sovereign authority that He has, even over demonic forces, and allowed them to 

do their evil, lying work in the mouths of the false prophets they controlled.  God used the false prophets 

and their lies to accomplish His righteous ends.  God had given Ahab up.  He didn't make the lying prophets 

lie, that is what they did naturally.  He just let it happen.  Just as Romans 1 teaches that He does, he had 

given Ahab up. Yet, there was still an opportunity for Ahab to repent if he would have taken it.  What this 

passage emphasizes for us is that first of all, the false prophets were themselves controlled by demonic 

forces.  The gods of Ahab -- Baal, Asherah and the others -- were not 'nothings'.  They were demonic!  Then 

it also tells us that even when the demons are doing what they want, God is standing behind and over them, 

ruling and overruling so that they only end up accomplishing what He purposes and ordains -- God really is 

sovereign. 

 

The other item here that the account of Ahab's death throws into relief is the fact that even though Elijah had 

once complained about being all alone, the only prophet and follower of God left in Israel, there were in fact 

others.  The "prophets" were beginning to proliferate.  Later, we will encounter a "school of prophets."  It 

would seem that God was raising up this new group of servants in this period of history, and it may have 

been much more extensive in size than we have realized.  Already we have made the acquaintance of 

Samuel, Nathan, and Gad -- all of whom exercised their prophetic ministries in the times of David the king.  

Ahijah of Shiloh foretold the division of the kingdom after Solomon's death, and at the same time, Shemaiah 

was active in Judah.  We have encountered some anonymous men of God.  Elijah and Elisha, of course, are 

the dominant prophets of the period.  Their combined ministries are going to last for the better part of a 

whole century.  Then there was Micaiah, who foretold Ahab's death, and Jehu, who we met in 2 Chronicles 

19, who prophesied in the reign of Jehoshaphat, and who also prophesied the end of Baasha's family.  Isaiah, 

Jonah and others would be on the scene in just a few more years. 

 

In his introduction to a commentary on 1 and 2 Kings, Donald Wiseman writes: "The role of these prophets 
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was primarily to convey the word of the Lord which came through them to rulers and people alike.  The 

historian specifically stated when events fulfilled the word of the Lord given them or which happened 

'according to the word of the Lord' thus authorizing their messages in accordance with Deuteronomic 

tradition (Deut. 18:21-22).  Their words were sometimes demonstrated with signs like the torn cloak of 

Ahijah (1 Kings 11:30), and the split altar (1 Kings 13:3)...or symbolic action (2 Kings 4:41, 5:27, 13:17-19, 

20:9-11).  Their statements are remarkably constant throughout as far as the historian himself comments, 

'The Lord warned Israel and Judah through his prophets and seers', (2 Kings 17:13, 23) against the 

punishment which would inevitably follow their forsaking the true God and worshipping false gods...The 

warnings naturally told of judgment to come but gave advice not to go to war with their fellows...or to 

prepare to resist attacks...their words spoke of God's mercy in preserving the remnant of the faithful, 

promising deliverance or victory or healing.  There too was the call to repentance and to turn back to God...” 

 

“The cost to a prophet of his outspoken testimony is noted.  He was often shunned and his message rejected. 

 So Elijah was hunted nationwide and driven out of the land with a price on his head.  This led to deep 

depression.  Yet throughout the Lord preserved and provided.  Other prophets were publicly rebuked, 

seized, or imprisoned..." (Wiseman; 1 and 2 Kings; Ivy; p. 24). 

 

Did you notice in the 2 Chronicles section, that Jehoshaphat  initiated “a nationwide revival in Bible study?  

The teachers were the leaders of the country, princes, rulers, priests, and Levites.  They took the Book of the 

Law of the Lord with them and taught it in all the cities of Judah."  (Jensen; I Kings with Chronicles; 

Moody Press; p.104).  The material results which followed were significant: "There was peace with all the 

surrounding nations, the income of the nation was greatly increased, there was a tremendous revival in 

building and in business generally throughout the cities of Judah and in Jerusalem there was a large standing 

army" (Irving; p. 105).   

 

Jehoshaphat's alliance with Ahab brought nothing good to him or to Judah.  The battle against Syria, which 

cost Ahab's life, was a crushing defeat, and the ships that we read about were destroyed as a part of God's 

judgment.  That alliance was wrong and God did not bless it, but in the main Jehoshaphat did please God 

and God's blessing was clearly upon him.  When the leaders of a country (or a church) are godly, the people 

they lead will surely experience the blessing of God upon them. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 46, DAY 2         2 KINGS 1-2  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Kings 1 and 2 and became acquainted with the 

"departure" of that strange man of God, Elijah the Tishbite.  It is a marvelous account, and one with which 

we will want to spend at least a few moments this morning.  Elijah is one of only two people in the whole 

Bible who apparently were taken directly to heaven without having to experience physical death.  The other 

individual who experienced what the King James Version calls a "translation" -- ascension directly into 

heaven without dying first -- was, of course, Enoch who we met in Genesis 5.  He "walked with God and 

was not (the Scripture says) because God took him."  (A passage in Hebrews 11 makes it explicit that he did 

not experience death).  Moses, you will remember, was treated differently than others at the moment of his 

death, but the last chapter of Deuteronomy tells us that he did die and was buried by God Himself.  Though 

there is a very curious remark in the little Epistle of Jude about Michael contending with the devil for 

Moses' body -- we will look at that when we read the Book.  That leaves us then with Enoch and Elijah and 
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a very large question: "Why would God suspend the laws of nature and allow these two men to by-pass 

what otherwise is a universal human experience?"  You know the saying: "There are only two things you 

can count on in this life, death and taxes," -- the universal experiences -- but apparently now there are at 

least two exceptions even to the experience of death -- why? 

 

First of all, I think that we would have to say that it was a way in which God chose to honor two men of 

extraordinary holiness, faith, and courage.  Enoch lived in an age (Jude tells us he was the seventh 

generation from Adam) when he was called upon to stand completely alone against a world so wicked that 

God was pronouncing judgment through him upon the entire race of men, and yet he was faithful; he didn't 

bend with the wind.  Courageously he trusted God and stood for righteousness.  That is exactly what Elijah 

did in his day.  Both men were prophets.  Both brought messages of judgment at great personal cost.  Both 

men stood utterly alone against the extraordinary wickedness of their day.  Both men maintained reputations 

of complete purity and deep personal holiness -- and both men were taken by God without dying.  They 

stand as bright beacons to us of men completely dedicated to the service of God.  But I believe that there is 

another reason that God chose to take these two men in such an extraordinary way, and it fits that old theme 

of prophecy, fact, and interpretation that we have looked at several times before.  Quite often God leaves 

some sign posts on the way to point us forward to something really 'big' -- and often really hard to believe -- 

that he is going to do in the future, so the virgin birth is prophesied by Isaiah several hundred years ahead of 

time; so the resurrections of the Old Testament and the New Testament, culminating with Christ Himself, 

help us to believe that one day we too shall be raised.  In the very same vein, the translation experienced by 

both Enoch and Elijah are recorded for us in the Word of God so that we will be able more easily to believe 

the Scripture when it tells  us that at the end of the church age, when Christ returns and the dead in Christ 

rise from death, a whole class of people -- the Christians who are living at that time -- will be changed 

("translated") in a moment, and will be caught up with him without ever having to experience physical 

death.  Enoch and Elijah, then, are the first fruits of that group of privileged believers with whom, should 

Christ return in our day, we would be included! 

 

By the way, the Book of Revelation talks about two witnesses who will appear during the time of the great 

tribulation to bring the message of God concerning the coming of Christ to judge the earth.  Many Bible 

students believe that Enoch and Elijah will be the two witnesses. 

 

The passing of Elijah, however, marks the rise of Elisha, who asked for and received a double portion of the 

old man's spirit.  It is not without significance that Elisha is recorded as having performed ten miracles, 

whereas Elijah the Tishbite is recorded as having performed only five.  Crossing the Jordan River on dry 

ground is the proof to Elisha that he has indeed received the spirit of his master. 

 

I am sure that you noticed that Ahab was succeeded by his son Ahaziah.  This Ahaziah was not a good king, 

nor was he a particularly significant king, and he will be succeeded by Jehoram, the last king in the house of 

Omri.  I want to point this out now, because the two kings who follow Jehoshaphat in Judah will be named 

Jehoram and Ahaziah.  I'm sorry about that, because it is likely to confuse you just a bit, but I can't change 

the names of the kings.  Some translations, including the NIV, attempt to lessen the difficulty a bit by using 

an alternate spelling for the Northern King Jehoram.  They spell it Joram.  At least if you remember that 

both Israel and Judah had kings named Ahaziah and Jehoram at about the same time, you will be careful to 

check whether you are reading about Israel or Judah.  By the way, the Ahaziahs and Jehorams of both 

countries were all bad kings. 

 

Now, the wicked King Ahaziah (of Israel) sent his messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub (that name means 
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'Lord of the Flies' and is the origin of the New Testament term Beelzebub).  The messengers were to find 

out whether or not Ahaziah would recover from the injuries sustained in a fall.  They never reached their 

destination because they were intercepted by Elijah and sent back to Ahaziah to tell him that because of his 

idolatrous inquiry, he was not going to recover.  The messenger's description was enough to tell Ahaziah 

that the mysterious interceptor was none other than old Elijah -- the nemesis of Ahab his father.  Three 

successive parties of soldiers are sent out to capture the prophet Elijah.  The first two do not return because 

the old man calls down fire from heaven to consume them.  In a similar vein, upon being ridiculed by a 

group of young people (the Hebrew word is loose enough to allow for them to be as old as 40 years -- 

though they were probably younger than that.  Whatever their age, we should not be fooled into thinking 

they were children. They weren't).  Anyway, upon being taunted, Elisha uttered a curse and two bears 

emerged to take vengeance on his tormentors.  Did you feel uncomfortable with those reactions?  I know 

that I did, but that will not take these stories out of our Bibles! 

 

How can we explain the harshness of the response of these godly men to their adversaries?  Part of the 

answer, of course, is to be found in the fact that in one (and all probability both) of these incidents it was not 

so much a reaction against those who had personally slighted the prophets, as it was a reaction against those 

who dared to challenge the God of Israel!  Elijah and Elisha act not so much to defend themselves as to 

defend their God.  That is the real issue here.  They are jealous for the name of God.  I do feel compelled, 

however, to contrast the response of the Old Testament prophets to that of Jesus Christ Himself.  On the 

night of His arrest, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus made a conscious choice.  Had he called out for 

help, all of the angels of heaven would have been at His disposal.  If he had just whispered, fire would have 

fallen from heaven even more easily than it did for Elijah.  But that was not the way for Christ, and it is not 

the way for you and I either.  Our model is found in 1 Peter chapter 2.  "Who, when he was reviled, reviled 

not again ... and when he was threatened, threatened not, but kept on committing himself to the one who 

judges righteously." (KJV) 

 

I'm sure that you noticed the references to the companies (or schools) of prophets at three different locations 

in the story of Elijah's transfer of authority and power to his understudy.  We met something like this before 

in the time of Samuel and Saul.  Then for a long time, through the reigns of David and Solomon, we lose 

sight of any other than individual prophets.  Perhaps these schools were there all the time, but now they 

emerge again, though curiously we will only find them operating in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, never 

in Judah!  Whatever these schools of prophets were doing, it was not learning how to prophesy, because that 

is a gift that comes directly to the individual from the Holy Spirit.  They were probably in place to assist the 

lead prophet (in this case Elijah or Elisha), in the execution of his duties given by God Himself. 

 

Well our time is hastening on, but one last thing to note before we leave for another day, is the miracle that 

Elisha performed, sweetening the bitter water of the Spring of Jericho.  Some readers have associated the 

water problem at Jericho with the curse that Joshua laid on the city when he destroyed it.  Others believe the 

bad water had to do with some kind of infection or germ.  I read one explanation that linked it to a 

geological shift in the earth's crust, and one rather imaginative monograph that asserts that the problem was 

radioactivity!  Oh well, that is just speculation.  The ability of Elisha, however, to replicate a miracle 

performed by Moses himself when Israel was in the wilderness, is a powerful accrediting factor.  This new 

prophet can do what Elijah did, and what Moses did -- Moses crossed the Red Sea on dry ground -- Elijah 

crosses the Jordan on dry ground, and now so does Elisha.  Moses made bitter water sweet -- so did Elisha.  

This is a man of God worth following!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 46, DAY 3         2 KINGS 3-5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read II Kings 3 – 5, and carried on with the remarkable 

story of Elisha and his dealings with the kings of Israel, the Northern Kingdom. 

 

Elisha, whose name means "God is salvation," was a gentler man than his predecessor Elijah had been, but 

when it came to being God's voice to the kings and nations, he had all the same steel in his backbone than 

his mentor had demonstrated.  They were what I call the "power prophets," because so much of their 

ministries hinged upon the mighty miracles they performed and the power encounters in which they became 

engaged. 

 

Ahaziah, the son of the wicked King Ahab, had no children of his own to succeed him to the throne of the 

Northern Kingdom, so upon his death his brother, Jehoram, who the NIV calls Joram (an alternate spelling 

of the same Hebrew name which is used to distinguish him from Jehoram the King of Judah who reigned at 

about the same time) became Israel's king.  He would be the last of the "Omri" kings.  Remember, 

Jeroboam's family was overthrown by Baasha, whose dynasty was in turn overthrown by Zimri, who lasted 

just seven days before Omri, the military man, ascended to the throne.  Joram would be the last of the 

dynasty of Omri, Ahab being the most important of this set of Israelite kings.  When he ascended to the 

throne, Jehoshaphat was still reigning in Judah. 

 

Perhaps because of the influence of Elijah, and the untimely death of his Baal-worshipping brother Ahaziah, 

Joram got rid of the altar of Baal that Ahab had erected.  He moved away from the worship of other gods 

than Jehovah.  He did not, however, renounce the sins of Jeroboam.  Presumably that means that the golden 

calves were still in place, and that the worship of Jehovah in idolatrous ways was still being condoned.  It is 

clear, however, that unlike his father, Joram acknowledged Jehovah to be the Lord God of Israel. 

 

The focus of our reading today was not King Joram, but the prophet Elisha, and I am sure that although 

some of the miracles he performed in these three chapters were already familiar to you, the act of reading 

through them in the setting in which they appear in 2 Kings was both beneficial and greatly enlightening.  

Today we read about the water in the desert, the widow's oil, the birth and resurrection of the Shunammite's 

son, the cleansing of the food, the feeding of 100 men with 20 loaves, and the healing of Naaman, the Syrian 

leper.  There are six miracles -- (seven if you count the affliction of Gehazi with leprosy, and eight if you 

separate the birth and resurrection of the Shunammite's son) -- to add to the two we read about yesterday. 

 

The first thing that I noticed as I read about these miracles is that they bear strong similarities to the miracles 

performed by Moses, who preceded Elisha, and Jesus, who followed him.  The provision of water in the 

wilderness certainly brings to mind the power of Moses and the work that he did by the power of God to 

sustain the children of Israel in the desert.  Moses lived a half a millenium before Elisha, but there are strong 

similarities.  Did you notice them?  Elisha is concerned to emphasize that this miracle -- the provision of 

water without a storm or wind to care for the needs of a huge army -- is an easy thing for God to do. 

 

The other miracles that Elisha performed in the passage that we read today seem to point forward to a 

greater one coming -- the Lord Jesus Christ.  The manner and method of the miracle which provided oil, and 

therefore income, for the prophet's widow is remarkably similar to the way in which the Lord Jesus provided 

wine at the wedding in Bethany.  The resurrection of the son of the Shunammite woman recalls Christ's 

resurrection miracles at Nain, Capernaum and Bethany.  The feeding of 100 men with only 20 loaves, with 

food left over, seems to be a tiny replica of the feeding of 5000 men (and women and children) by the shore 
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of the Sea of Galilee.  The healing of the Syrian leper points not only toward the very same kind of miracle 

performed by the Lord Jesus Christ, but toward His willingness to exercise his supernatural power on behalf 

of those who were not members of the house of Israel.  When Jesus came and performed these same sorts of 

miracles, could any godly Jew fail to remember the same for the great prophet Elisha?  There was, of 

course, one major difference.  It was an arduous thing indeed for Elisha to raise a young man from the 

clutches of death -- for Jesus it only took a word, while the Old Testament prophet labored long in prayer.  

Elisha's feeding miracle, as great as it was, is puny in the extreme by comparison to the work of Christ who 

simply looked up to heaven, blessed the broken bread, and then instructed the disciples to take up an 

enormous quantity of leftovers. 

 

Many of the miracles that Elisha performed are like the miracles of Jesus, born out of a compassionate heart 

of mercy.  He sees a need -- as in the case of the Shunammite women -- and he wants to respond, even 

before he is asked.  That is the heart of Christ, and Elisha has it.  He is an example to us.  One further point 

of reference between Elisha and our Savior is the interest that they both took in providing for the needs of 

women.  In that ancient world, women were nonentities -- they didn't count; but in God's economy they do. 

And His prophet moves to meet their needs. 

 

Another thing about this account caught my eye -- it was the linkage between Elisha's prophetic activity and 

music.  Elisha, at first, is very reluctant to help the three kings.  He urges the pagan kings -- the King of 

Edom and the King of Apostate Israel (Joram) to seek the assistance of the gods they and their parents have 

worshipped.  Because of the presence of Jehoshaphat of Judah, who is a godly man, however, Elisha does 

agree to inquire of God.  He calls for a harpist, and while the music is playing, we are told, "The hand of the 

Lord came upon him."  This raises the question of whether or not the prophets could move themselves into a 

kind of self-induced trance in which the revelations from God occurred. 

 

E.J. Young -- the great Old Testament scholar -- was careful in his discussion of the passage now before us 

to insist that "this passage does not teach that the coming of the hand of Jehovah was the result of the 

playing of the minstrel.  It says nothing more than that while the musician was playing, God's hand came 

upon the prophet."(1)  This is the only passage that directly links a prophet in the act of receiving God's 

Word with music, and it clearly does not say that Elijah was in any kind of a trance or unconscious state.  It 

would be wrong to make any dogmatic deductions from this little passage, but I think that it does point us to 

the importance of music in our lives, and to at least one primary function that it can have in our lies.  Music 

-- especially godly music -- that calls to our minds the words and the work of God, has a powerful effect on 

us.  It quiets and soothes our minds and allows us to put away a great many distractions that might keep us 

from hearing the voice of God's Spirit as He speaks to our situation.  I believe that often when I am 

distracted by the preoccupations of my life, and have a hard time focusing either upon reading the Word of 

God or praying, that the very best thing that I can do is to put everything aside and let the music of God's 

people in praise and worship become the "envelope" with which I surround myself until my spirit is quiet 

enough to listen for and to hear the voice of God. 

 

The most often told story of the life of Elisha is, of course, the story of Naaman, the Syrian general, who 

contracted leprosy, and who, on the advice of a slave girl, sought out the famous prophet of Jehovah. 

 

There are a great many things to take note of in that episode: there is of course the faithful witness of a slave 

girl, who instead of wishing evil upon her master whose prize of war she almost certainly had become, 

instead responds with mercy and love, instructing him about the power of the God of Israel and the mercy 

he bestows so freely upon all who seek him in humility and sincerity. 
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A character study of Naaman himself is, of course, an exercise of great value.  Before he could receive the 

great gift that God wanted to give him, his pride had to be broken and he had to learn the grace of humility.  

That, of course, explains the refusal of the prophet to meet him personally and the strange command to dip 

himself in the Jordan River seven times, thus making of him a public spectacle and a potential laughing 

stock. That was a hard thing for a proud man to do.  The refusal of Elisha with regard to Naaman's offer of 

gifts is also a part of this.  Proud men certainly want to pay their way, but you cannot pay God for His 

merciful gifts. 

 

A great many sermons on the nature of true and obedient faith have been preached from this passage as 

well. Six times Naaman went down under the waters of the Jordan, but each time his skin was just as 

leprous as the time before.  Finally, only after he had completely obeyed, did Naaman receive the great gift 

that he sought. 

 

Gehazi, Elisha's servant is another figure of interest, and a great example of what happens when God's 

servants give in to greed and deception.  We have no record in Scripture that his leprosy was ever reversed.  

This man apparently paid a terrible price for his greed. 

 

The chapters we read today also gave us a bit of insight into the political turmoil that so characterized this 

period of Israel's history.  At Ahab's death, Israel had a certain amount of influence and stature among the 

nations -- the truce between Samaria and Jerusalem allowed both countries the freedom to pursue the quest 

for empire in other areas.  That is why the king of Moab was in subservience to Israel and paying tribute 

money. 

 

Syria, even though it had been defeated soundly during the life of Ahab, was still a major player.  In fact, the 

ability of Naaman to waltz into the throne room and demand of Joram a cure for his dreaded disease would 

seem to imply a certain amount of subjection, or at least fear, on the part of the Israelite king. 

 

“Wars and rumors of wars” would be a pretty good way of describing life in the divided kingdom. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

1.E.J. Young; My Servants the Prophets; Eerdmans; p. 180 
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WEEK 46, DAY 4         2 KINGS 6-8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Kings chapters 6-8.  We saw two more "Elishan" 

miracles -- the floating ax head, and the blindness with which the Aramean army was stricken at the prayer 

of Elisha.  The ongoing battle for supremacy between Israel and Syria is still in front of us here.  Without 

the services of Elisha, and without the presence of the great God of Israel, who still remains faithful to His 

promises in spite of the terrible apostasies of both Israel and Judah, both halves of the Divided Kingdom 

would surely have passed out of existence long before this point in their collective history.  That surely 

accounts for the curious love-hate relationship that the kings of Israel had with Elisha, God's prophet.  They 

hated him because he often spoke words that they had no desire to hear, but time and time again he proved 

himself to be the savior of the nation by revealing things that no human being could know, and by 

performing the mighty miracles of God. 

 

Were you surprised that the ax head story found its way into the biblical account?  It was a small thing, 

totally insignificant by comparison to the histories of battles, sieges and the affairs of nations, and yet there 

it is.  A disciple of Elisha, one of the company of the prophets, is working by the water and the iron head of 

a borrowed ax falls into the water.  Not a very big thing -- though in an age when any metal tool was 

especially precious, it might have seemed pretty momentous to the man who lost it.  Well, I can't tell you 

why this account has been preserved, but it certainly underscores the point that we made yesterday -- Elisha 

was a man whose heart was moved by the needs of ordinary people and -- don't miss this -- the God of 

Elisha cares as much about the little problems of ordinary people as about the big problems of kings and 

nations!  That's a pretty important truth for you to grasp today.  Elisha didn't have the power of God to use in 

any way he wanted.  He had only the ability to do what God wanted done.  If God didn't care about that lost 

ax head, it would not have floated back to the surface.  The next time I lose my car keys, I'm going to 

remember this story!! 

 

The story of the Aramean border raids is an amusing reminder that the affairs of nations are under the 

sovereign control of God Almighty.  Every time the Syrian army showed up in Israel, they found that the 

Israelites knew in advance of their coming.  They could not be surprised.  Ben-Hadad's reaction when he 

found out that the Israelites were being warned by Elisha was to send a raiding party to Dothan to capture 

the troublesome prophet.  What happened next is something that we need to look at a bit more closely. 

 

When Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, looks out the window one morning, he is horrified and terrified -- there 

are horses and chariots all around.  That would be a pretty unnerving sight, but Elisha is nonplussed.  “Oh 

Lord,” he prays, “let my servant see what I can see,” and when Gehazi looks again he sees another army 

surrounding the first army.  He sees the hills full of "chariots of fire."  Yes, this is the origin of that 

expression.  Now, think about this, because it is a really important thing.  How do you define reality?  The 

answer to that question for most people is -- in terms of our five senses.  If I can see it, touch it, hear it, taste 

it or smell it, then it is real, but if I can't quantify it in some empirical way, if I can't measure it, it is not real -

- in fact, it doesn't even exist.  That is officially called "empiricism" and that is what most people are, 

empiricists. While we Christians officially subscribe to the belief that in addition to the world of the five 

senses there is also an equally genuine spiritual world, in practice, all too much of the time, we are just as 

‘empirical’ as the pagans in the world around us. 

 

What Gehazi needed to learn and what you and I need to remember on a regular basis is that reality -- the 

universe of what is truly real is a whole lot bigger than we usually think it is.  Right out there -- right now -- 

all the time -- is a universe populated not only by the physical creation that we can see and measure, but by 
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spiritual beings just as real and a whole lot more powerful than the creatures that we can see and touch.  

Never forget this -- we only see a small part of what is real, and even though we cannot see the 'other side' of 

reality, it is there.  Our universe is a whole lot more 'alive' than we usually allow ourselves to believe that it 

is. Verse 16 of 2 kings chapter 6 would be worth memorizing: "Don't be afraid...those who are with us are 

more than those who are with them."  Christian, you can rejoice in that wonderful truth!  You do not need to 

be afraid -- the Lord God of hosts is with us!!   

 

I love this passage because it is one of two that simply pull aside the curtain, just for a moment, to allow us 

to peek behind it to see the world that is really there all the time.  The other such passage is one in the 

Gospels that records for us the account on the Mount of Transfiguration.  We discussed this same great truth 

when we looked at that incident in the Gospel of Luke.  Remember, you only see a part of what is really 

there all the time.  Oh, that God would give us eyes to see what Elisha could see!! 

 

Elisha is so unafraid of Ben-Hadad's hordes that he literally toys with them, and takes them blinded and 

helpless into the very palace of the Israelite king, who carefully follows Elisha's directions and feasts and 

then releases his impotent enemies.  After that, for a while at least, the Syrian border raids stopped.   

 

It is quite amazing to me that in spite of Samaria's obvious dependence upon Elisha and Elisha's God, the 

king and the people of that civilization never quite come to the point of fully obeying and trusting him!  

Perhaps that shouldn't surprise me, because it is so very much like the people of our society today. 

 

The next thing we need to recognize today, though we have seen it over and over again, is the remarkable 

patience and faithfulness of God, who despite the dismal record of faithlessness and idolatry, is still willing 

to rescue his chosen people from disaster and ruin.  Over and over again, he uses the Syrians to chastise 

them and to administer strokes of discipline, but despite their unbelievable recalcitrance, he still puts off the 

final abandonment and judgment.  If God's dealings with Israel are any indication whatever of His character 

and of how He will deal with us, then we can take great comfort from the fact that the description He gave 

of Himself back in the Book of Exodus is really true: He is "the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, 

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands (of generations) and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin." 

 

The lepers whose message of salvation broke the siege of Samaria are so representative of you and I that I 

almost want to insist (in spite of careful hermeneutical principles which caution against such rash 

conclusions) that they are typical of the average Christian in our own day and age.  They are meant to be a 

‘type’ with which we can identify.  Having good news and not sharing it is an accusation of fearful 

consequence.  It is, however, an indictment that, much more often than we would like to admit, is applicable 

to us who are spiritual lepers, and who have literally fallen headlong into the good news that God has 

delivered salvation, but the people shut-up in the city still don't know it.  If we don't tell them, who will?  

And if we don't tell them, what will be the fearful consequences?   

 

I hope that as you have read through the accounts of the lives of Elijah and Elisha you have been able to get 

a picture of just how human Elisha the prophet really was.  He wasn't just this strange unearthly man who 

moved in and out of the events of the affairs of men and nations, occasionally touching the life of a common 

person and then moving on without maintaining relationships or having friendships.  There is something 

particularly touching about the way in which Elisha kept contact throughout the years with the Shunammite 

woman who had ministered to him, and in whose life God had permitted him to be a particularly wonderful 

influence.  This friendship is sustained through the years.  It reminds me that Elisha the prophet was a man 
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just like we are, and he had ordinary relationships and ordinary friendships.  It also reminds me that Elisha's 

God cares about the little people.   

 

The account moves back and forth between these little personal touches like Elisha's ministry to this woman 

and her family, and his care for the worker who dropped his ax head; then back to the palace of the kings.  

This touch is just particularly special to me.  God cares about big things -- and He cares about little things 

and little people too. 

 

Our time is gone for today.  This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again 

tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 46, DAY 5         2 KINGS 9-10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Kings chapters 9 and 10 and have been introduced 

to the next in a series of dynasties that governed the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the period of 

division.  At the risk of boring you just a bit, let me remind you once again that kingdom began with the 

dynasty of Jeroboam.  Jeroboam's dynasty was overthrown by Baasha, who reigned and whose son 

succeeded him.  His dynasty was overthrown by Zimri, who lasted as king only a week, only to be 

overthrown by Omri. Omri's son Ahab reigned for a great many years.  His family was still on the throne 

when the prophet Elisha sent word to a commander of the army named Jehu, and had his servant anoint Jehu 

as the next king of Israel and gave that commander some instruction with regard to what he must, as God's 

representative do, to secure his throne.  God used Jehu, of course, to bring final judgment upon the 

household of Omri, and in particular upon the household of Ahab for all the wickedness that had been 

perpetrated during their reigns. 

 

Elisha the Prophet is still alive, but he fades into obscurity following the anointing of Jehu as Israel's new 

monarch.  During the tenure of Jehu's family as a dynasty of note in ruling the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 

there were five kings.  Of these the most effective was going to be Jeroboam the Second, of whom we will 

read a bit later.  His long 41-year rule and his creative government policies gave a period of stability to the 

frustrated citizens of the north, but his successes were hardly permanent, as is evident in tracing the course 

of this period of Israel's history. 

 

Ramoth Gilead, where Jehu was when the messenger of Elisha reached him, was in the northeastern border 

area of Gad's territory, near the Jordan River.  Elisha not only had the king anointed, but delivered a stern 

commission to him.  Following the celebration of Jehu's rise, the new ruler turned his thoughts to that charge 

that had been given him.  King Joram had been in the same location as his captain, but he had returned 

across the Jordan to Jezreel.  This city was at the north end of the valley of Jezreel, and was in the tribal 

territory of Issachar, near Mount Gilboa, where King Saul met his end.  He had retreated because of wounds 

he had suffered in the engagement with Hazael's forces (Hazael being the new ruler of Syria or Aram.)  

Jehu, knowing how rapidly news of the coup could be disseminated, gave orders that no one was to leave 

Ramoth Gilead, and then he departed with a force of his supporters, and because of his great haste to 

precede any news of his rise to power drove, (in the words of the King James Bible,) ‘furiously’ in the 

desert.  That has made Jehu the kind of patron saint of taxicab drivers -- because he drove like a madman. 

 

Well, the watchman of Jezreel, seeing the approach of his company, sent out a messenger, but the messenger 

never came back.  As the dust clouds rose higher another was dispatched.  He too was detained.  Only when 
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the party could be identified did King Joram leave his chariot to meet the captain.  Accompanying him was 

his Judean ally, King Ahaziah.  They met Jehu at the vineyard of Naboth, the property that had been gained 

by Ahab's family through the cunning of Jezebel, and for which the prophet Elijah had pronounced a curse 

upon them.  Jehu minced no words about his purpose.  He announced that his journey was not one of peace. 

 His reply to Joram’s inquiry – “What peace, so long as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her 

witchcrafts are so many,” gripped the king with fear.  He shouted a warning to Ahaziah and began to flee.  

But before he had time even to bound into his own chariot, Jehu shot him with an arrow.  Before he began 

the chase of Ahaziah, he gave commands concerning the disposition of Joram's body.  The Lord had 

commanded that the body be thrown on that ill-gotten property that had been Naboth's, and the blood of 

Naboth was finally avenged. 

 

Ahaziah, the king of Judah, tried to get away by reaching the chariot city of Megiddo.  The great walls of 

that city would have furnished him with refuge if he could reach them.  The archers of Jehu caught up with 

him before he could get to safety and rather than Megiddo becoming his place of security, Megiddo became 

the site of his death. 

 

The second part of Jehu's commission was the charge to put Jezebel to death.  When Jezebel heard that Jehu 

was coming, she painted her face.  It might seem strange that she would worry about cosmetics when her 

life was in danger, but Jezebel was going to die like she had lived, cutting a memorable figure.  She didn't 

beg for mercy.  Like a Hollywood vamp, she dressed up for the showdown and waited at the window to talk 

to the man who had come to deal with her.  She called him Zimri, recalling the fate of the one who had 

overthrown a previous dynasty.  “Is it well, Zimri, your master's murderer?”  She was about to die, but she 

was going to get her jabs in first.  This woman, however, had inspired no loyalty, and she was tossed out of 

the window by her own servants.  Just as Elijah had prophesied, the dogs devoured her body where it laid. 

 

Faced with a need to secure his kingdom, Jehu prepared to eradicate all heirs to the throne.  The new king 

went about his extermination with creativity.  He challenged the guardians of the 70 sons of Ahab to set up 

one son as heir apparent and fight for the throne.  But they refused, knowing how Jehu had already done 

away with Joram and Ahaziah.  Instead they proposed subservience to the new king, and an embassy from 

Ahab's house pledged loyalty to Jehu and promised to carry out his orders.  Those orders called for the 

beheading of the family members.  The heads were then piled up before the gate and that pile of heads bore 

somber evidence of the fulfillment of the prophecy of God. 

 

Jehu, by the way, was more violent than he needed to be in carrying out Jehovah's commands, and so violent 

was he, that he ended up having to protect himself from revenge against Israel from Judah and its friends. In 

order to do that, he ended up paying Assyria tribute.  He is the only king of Israel whose picture survived.  A 

carving on an archaeological relic called the Black Obelisk shows him paying tribute to the king of Assyria. 

 God chose Jehu to purge Israel, but the Bible makes it clear that his violence went far beyond his original 

assignment, and in Hosea chapter 1 verse 4 God Himself condemns Jehu for what he has done.   

 

On Monday we are going to turn our attention once again to the Southern Kingdom of Judah, and catch 

ourselves up on all that has been happening in that part of the world during the period about which we have 

been reading. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 


