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WEEK 44, DAY 1         COLOSSIANS 1-2  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 44 of Know the Word.  Today you read 

Colossians, chapters 1 and 2.  As we read this short epistle today and tomorrow, I want you to notice the 

tremendous similarity that exists between it and the letter to the Ephesians, which we read last week.  Paul 

wrote both letters from prison in Rome at about the same time.  Both were carried back to the churches by 

Tychicus, and as you might expect, there are a lot of similarities between the letters.  They both talk about 

wisdom, knowledge, fullness, and mystery.  Those, by the way, are words that were very important in the 

Gnostic cult.  Tomorrow we will look at a striking parallel between the two letters that will go a very long 

way toward helping us understand one of the most important truths in all the New Testament.  The main 

focus of Paul's letter to the Ephesians was to help us understand that the church is the body of Christ.  In the 

epistle to the Colossians, he is stressing that very same truth from a different angle.  Here he is saying Christ 

is the head of the Church.  If you want to boil down the whole message of this profound letter to just a few 

words, you might use these: ‘The supremacy of Christ.’ 

 

Our reading today was brief, but I doubt if a whole month of Know the Word time would be enough to 

adequately share all that is packed into these two chapters.  What do you know about Colosse?  Probably 

nothing, right?  Well, it wasn't a major metropolis -- that's one of the reasons Paul had never been there.  His 

work was usually focused on the major cities of each geographical region he entered.  In New Testament 

times, Colosse was a city in decline.  It had once been important, but its significance had long since been 

overshadowed by other bigger and more modern cities, like Hierapolis and Laodecea.  By 700 AD it was 

totally uninhabited.  Ephesus was a big important place in the region -- Colosse was a small town on the 

road to oblivion.  I want to stress that today because the church was in an unimportant place, but it was 

important to Paul and to God.  Sometimes, because we do not live in big important cities, we can fall into 

the trap of thinking that what happens where we live is not important to God, and that we cannot have a 

great deal of influence for the kingdom.  I don't believe that.  Even though he never went there himself, what 

happened in Colosse was important to Paul, because it was important to God. 

 

Did you notice Paul's description of the Colossian believers?  He said he had heard about their faith in 

Christ and their love for each other, and he spoke about the hope stored up for them in heaven.  By the way, 

you might spend some time discovering what Paul means by the word "hope."  The New Testament uses it 

in a different way then we usually do!  In the Scripture, it refers to the assured certainty of what God has 

promised to do.  Faith, hope, and love -- remember that triad.  You will see it over and over again in the 

New Testament.  Those are the three preeminent characteristics of the Christian life, and if you want to start 

measuring your own spiritual growth, you might well begin by looking for evidence of progress in those 

three categories.  If faith and love spring from hope, and if hope is connected to the promises of God about 

what awaits us in glory, then maybe today you and I had better set aside a few extra minutes to focus on 

what God says belongs to us in Christ. 

 

Without question the most striking thing about the passage that we read today is the Christological teaching, 

that is, the truth that it gives us about the Person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The teaching about 

Christ comes against the backdrop of Paul's concern that the Colossian Christians not be taken in by the 

false teaching that had sprung up in their midst.  While it is difficult to determine all of the features of the 

false teaching, some of the characteristics of what has been called the ‘Colossian heresy’ are clear from our 

reading:   
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First, the heretics insisted upon an ascetic way of life.  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch" seems to 

be their slogan.  They were separating themselves from particular kinds of food and drink and were also 

very rigorous about certain feast and fasting days.  Perhaps they were carrying on with some of the Pharisaic 

rules and elevating their legalistic "keep the rules" mentality to the forefront of their practice of Christianity.  

 

It looks like there was also a teaching which tended to promote the worship of angels, and an emphasis on 

special mysteries -- that is knowledge to which ordinary Christians would not have access.  That sounds like 

what we know about Gnosticism. (If you are digging deeper today you might wish to investigate that error a 

bit more closely.)   

 

In any case, a focus on keeping the rules and knowing the secrets had caused some in the Colossian church 

to lose sight of the fact that real Christianity focuses on Jesus!  He is the center.  He is supreme.  

 

Did you notice what Paul is teaching here about Christ?  ‘Jesus Christ,’ Paul says, ‘was a pre-existent 

Being.’  That is, He existed from eternity past with the Father.  More than that, Paul tells us that Christ is the 

agent of creation -- "By him all things were created...all things were created by Him and for Him." More 

than that, all of creation exists, not for its own sake, but for the sake of Christ.  To that end He is the Head of 

the Church, the entire "fullness" of God (that word "fullness" was one of the favorite words of the 

Gnostics).  Paul uses it here to emphasize that Jesus Christ is truly God, just as much as He is truly man!   

 

Before I take a moment or two to speak more carefully about a perplexing phrase found in these verses, I 

need to first hammer away for a little longer about the nature of Christ.  This is one of the foundational New 

Testament passages -- (though it is by no means the only one) -- which helps us to nail down our 

understanding of who Jesus is.  Because of this passage, and several others like it, we believe that Jesus 

Christ was one Person -- with two natures.  He was fully man - so He had a human nature just like you and 

me, and He was also fully God - so He had a divine nature.  That has never been true of any other person in 

human history.  Jesus Christ was utterly unique.  Some people may have split personalities, but they only 

have one nature -- a human one.  Jesus and Jesus alone had two natures.  Have you got that?  It's very 

important.  One Person - two natures - that describes Jesus and that is what makes Him utterly unique.  Now 

at the risk of confusing you, I want to add one more thing to this teaching.  God has one nature and three 

Persons.  Within the Godhead there is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  They are equal, they share the same 

nature, but they are different people.  So God has one nature and three Persons but Christ (one of those three 

Persons) has two natures within one Person.  I know that it sounds confusing and I know that none of us is 

smart enough to really understand it, but try to remember.  It will help. 

 

Okay, one last time -- Jesus Christ is one Person with two natures -- He is fully God and fully man -- and 

that is one of the reasons that we hold Him to be utterly unique. 

 

Now, there is one phrase in Colossians 1:15 that has often been misunderstood.  At least one of the cults has 

seized upon it to teach that Jesus Christ is not God.  It is found at the beginning of the section in verse 15, 

when Paul says that Christ is the "first born over all creation."  “There,” we are told, "If Christ is the first 

born then He must have had a beginning - He was created - He is therefore not eternal and therefore He is 

not God. If He is not God we shouldn't worship Him!"  I will freely admit that in an English translation that 

seems to be what it says, but if it did mean that, then Scripture in general, and this passage in particular 

would be contradicting itself and that cannot be.  Three other phrases in this section nail it down.  He is the 

exact image of the invisible God -- that is saying, ‘Christ is identical with God -- Christ equals God!!’  "He 

is before all things and in him all things hold together."  How could He be before all things if He Himself 
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was a created being?  Then in chapter 2 we read, "In Christ all the fullness of God lives in bodily form."  

Add to that all the other New Testament passages, like the one in John 1, "In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God and the Word was God." 

 

When you interpret Scripture in light of its immediate context, and in the light of other Scripture, you can 

easily see that this expression is not meant to teach that Jesus Christ is not God or is somehow a created 

being.  What we are looking at is a Greek idiom -- "the firstborn," which means "preeminent" or "prior to" 

in terms of rank or importance. “Prototokos,” the Greek word here, means He is "before" all creation.  This 

same construction is found in another place, where King Solomon is described as the "firstborn" of David's 

sons.  Well, he wasn't the firstborn, but he was "before" them all -- He was preeminent. 

 

From the Person of Christ, Paul moves on in this great passage to the work of Christ, and he tells us that 

Christ's work was “to reconcile all creation to God through the blood He shed on the cross."  Paul doesn't 

just say all men, he says all things on earth or in heaven. -- all of creation.  Once again, if you just think 

about one phrase without paying attention to the rest of the passage or the rest of Scripture, you could get 

yourself into trouble.  Some have said that if Christ is going to reconcile all things to God, that must mean 

all human beings are going to ultimately be saved -- whether they now believe in Christ or not!  That 

teaching is called universalism, but it doesn't stand up, because in the very next paragraph Paul makes it 

crystal clear that while Christ's death is certainly sufficient to atone them, it only takes effect for us when we 

repent and believe. 

 

I wish we had time to dissect the wonderful prayer of Paul for the Colossian Christians found at the 

beginning of chapter 2.  When you have a moment go back and read it again.  See how he prayed for those 

new believers and pay special attention to the goals he had for them!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

  

 WEEK 44, DAY 2        COLOSSIANS 3-4  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read chapters 3 and 4 of this wonderful epistle to the 

Colossian Christians.  You also read another brief letter written dispatched by Paul from prison at the same 

time, the letter to Philemon.  Let's finish talking about the Colossian letter first. 

 

We have already talked at some length about Paul's habit of dividing his letters into two parts.  First, he 

writes about doctrine and truth, and then he gives the last portion of his letter to applications of the truth he 

has given to the realities of everyday living.  Colossians is exactly the same as his other letters -- first 

doctrine, then application.  Today we learned what a Christian looks like who truly understands the 

supremacy of Christ!! 

 

I told you yesterday that we would see today a striking parallel between the Book of Colossians and the 

Epistle to the Ephesian church.  Did you find it?  Think back to the last half of the Book of Ephesians.  You 

will remember, I am sure, that chapters 5 and 6 are dominated by two huge imperatives: keep on being filled 

with the Spirit, and put on the whole armor of God.  The first of those injunctions found in Ephesians, "Be 

filled with the Spirit" is followed by a whole series of verses that describe the Spirit-filled life in terms of 

thanksgiving, praise, and most of all -- submission.  ‘The chief characteristic of the Spirit-filled life,’ Paul 

says, ‘is submission.’  There is the command, then one verse about praise, one verse about thanksgiving and 
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then 22 verses about submission, working out the major characteristic of the Spirit-filled life in terms every 

relationship he can think of -- husbands and wives, children and parents, slaves and masters (or in modern 

parlance employers and employees.)  Well, the same exact pattern is found in the third chapter of the Book 

of Colossians -- one verse about praise, one verse about thanksgiving, and then on to submission: wives, 

husbands, children, fathers, slaves (or employees) and masters (employers).  It's the same.  The same ideas, 

the same words, the same order, except that where the Ephesian passage starts with the command, "Be filled 

with the Spirit," the Colossian passage starts with a different command.  It says, "Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly."  Now what does that tell us?  I think that it gives us a very powerful insight into the 

mind of the apostle Paul with respect to the question of how a person comes to be filled with the Spirit.  

Friends, this is pretty important stuff.  Every true believer surely wants to be filled with the Spirit.  Every 

real Christian wants as much of Christ's Spirit as he or she can have, but there are a myriad of different (and 

sometimes strange) ideas about how it happens -- how you access that experience, that reality. 

 

The New Testament never tells us that you come to be filled with the Spirit by speaking in tongues.  It only 

reports (in the Book of Acts) that some (but by no means all) of the Spirit-filled Christians were given that 

gift subsequent to their filling.  The Bible does not tell us to ask for someone to lay hands on us so that we 

can receive more of Christ's Spirit.  What the New Testament does tell us is to “let the word of Christ dwell 

in us richly,” and then it describes the same set of characteristics that the Book of Ephesians associates with 

the Spirit-filled life.  If you want to experience the fullness of Christ's Holy Spirit, you need to know the 

Word, you need to meditate on the Word, and you need to obey the Word.  If you will do these things, then 

you will begin to evidence the praise and thankfulness and submissive Spirit that Paul says comes from 

being filled with the Spirit of Christ.  At the risk of preaching at you a bit this morning, I want to tell you 

that the New Testament never tells us to seek some power encounter or some spiritual high.  What it does 

tell us is that the Christian life is all about recognizing Christ as supreme in our theology, and then making 

Him supreme in our life; and the first step to knowing Christ better is knowing and obeying His word. 

 

Well, are there other keys to making Christ supreme in our lives that we can find here in Colossians 3 and 

4?  The whole section begins with the injunction to “set our minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  

It's a matter of focus.  If you wake up every morning and focus on how much money you're going to make 

today, it is entirely possible that you'll make a lot of it -- you're focused.  By the same token, if the first thing 

you think about is Christ -- you set your focus on Christ and on things above, there is a pretty good chance 

your life will begin to reflect that focus.  The very fact that you are listening to Know The Word right now 

is a very good indicator that you're moving (right now at least) in the right direction!! 

 

Chapter 3 also gives us a great example of Paul's understanding of the process of sanctification.  Growing 

up in Christ is something that does not happen instantly.  The passage we read yesterday emphasizes that -- 

"just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord," it says, "continue to live (the Greek word is "walk") in Him, 

rooted and built up in Him ..."  That's a process.  The chapters we read today help us to understand that 

process in terms of two activities. 

 

There is a ‘putting off and a putting on.’  We have to put off (by putting to death) all the things that belong 

to our earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, greed, anger, rage, malice, slander, 

filthy language, lying -- that's quite a list, and you know we could add a lot of other things to it.  All these 

things that we are supposed to get rid of are things that come naturally.  That's because we have a sin nature. 

 I do not ever remember my father and mother teaching me to lie -- they taught me to swim, they even taught 

me to be polite (at least they tried,) but they didn't teach me to lie or cheat.  They didn't have to.  I already 

knew those things.  They were second nature.  (If we were really thinking about that phrase, we'd probably 
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say they were first nature.)  So how in the world do you put "off" those things that are so much a part of 

everything you are?  As a pastor, I watch a lot of people grapple unsuccessfully with that project.  I am 

going to stop lying, or swearing, or (here's an even harder one) thinking bad thoughts.  I am determined to 

do it.  If that's your approach, my friend, I have some very bad news for you -- you can save your energy -- it 

will never work!! 

 

The Bible's secret to sanctification is that ‘putting off’ bad habits only works when you put on good ones, 

and when you start by "putting on" Christ!!  When you focus on Christ -- when you center your life in His 

Word and start to obey His Word -- that's when the ‘putting on’ begins; and as you ‘put on’ Christ, you will 

find it natural (but not automatic) to put off the habits of the sinful flesh.  Sanctification is all about taking 

off the clothing of unrighteousness and putting on the clothing of Christ. 

 

The important role of prayer in our lives as Christians shows up again today at the beginning of chapter 4.  

Yesterday we noted in passing the marvelous prayer that Paul prayed for these Christians who he had never 

even met.  His concern for them is evident and his prayer fervent.  Now, at the end of the letter, he asks 

them to pray for him and to be devoted to prayer in all aspects of their life in Christ.  I was impressed that 

Paul's specific personal requests had nothing to do with making his lot as a prisoner easier.  It isn't, ‘Pray 

that the jailers will give me more food or that I'll have enough money to take care of my personal needs.’  

Instead, he wants them to pray that God will open a door for him to preach, and that he will be able to 

clearly proclaim the Word of God.  I must confess this morning that the things for which I often pray seem 

somehow different than the things on Paul's prayer request list. 

 

I hope you noticed in passing that Paul mentions Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.  This is the same Mark that 

deserted Paul on his first missionary journey.  You will remember reading about that in the Book of Acts.  It 

was because of Paul's adamant refusal to take Mark again, on the second trip, that he and Barnabas parted 

company.  It is quite clear that Mark had grown up and Paul has changed his mind about him.  The love and 

nature of Barnabas have won the day and now Mark is again a valued colleague of the great apostle.  I guess 

that is special to me because it proves that even if you "blow it" and really let the Lord and His people down 

in ministry, that doesn't mean you can't ever have significant ministry again.  He is a God, and this is a faith 

full of forgiveness and second opportunities. 

 

Paul also mentions Onesimus -- and we read about him, too, this morning in the letter to Philemon.  

Onesimus was a runaway slave, Philemon his master.  Like many runaway slaves, he found his way to 

Rome. He certainly knew of Paul, because a house church met in the home of his master Archippus.  It is 

possible, that though Paul had never visited Colosse, he had stayed with Archippus, to whom Onesimus was 

a slave.  In any case, Onesimus found Paul in Rome.  Perhaps he was desperate, maybe he felt guilty.  For 

some reason he sought out the apostle, and he was converted.  Paul sends him home with a message 

designed to secure forgiveness for him and re-instatement into his master's house, not just as a slave, but 

now as a brother in Christ.  Paul expects that Archippus will agree, and offers, as a reconciling brother, to 

pay off any debt that Onesimus may have from his own funds. 

 

You will be interested to know that at the very end of the first century, one of the bishops in the church in 

Asia Minor was a man named Onesimus!  It was probably the same runaway slave who had learned of 

Christ from a prisoner named Paul. 

 

Our time is gone -- just one more sentence.  In both Colossians and Philemon, the prominence of small 

group house churches that met in individual homes is strikingly evident.  Part of the vitality of the first 
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century church is traceable to the small groups that provided such a great environment for the discipling of 

God's people. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 44 DAY 3                                               1 PETER 1-2  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we left the writings of Paul, the greatest church-planting 

apostle that the early church had, and moved to the feet of Peter -- the other strident voice of the apostolic 

church.  There were, of course, three apostles whose lives and words carried preeminent strength and 

significance in the minds of the first century church.  Paul was one, John the Beloved, whose works we have 

not yet read was the second, and Peter was the third.  When we read Mark's gospel together, we were 

listening to Peter's voice, for Mark wrote down the stories and the views that he got directly from Peter, but 

here in the pages of Peter's two little letters, we will have the very words of Jesus' most impetuous follower. 

 I have to tell you today that I love this book.  It is one of my favorite Bible books, and it is the first one that 

I ever memorized! 

 

A long time ago, when I was in seminary, I had to take a class in Greek exegesis.  The object of the class 

was to help us use the Greek language that we had just learned to actually understand a book of the New 

Testament better and to exegete it.  Well, I wasn't the greatest Greek student the school had ever seen -- not 

by a long shot -- so I thought that if I memorized an English translation, I would at least have a chance at 

being able to translate the Greek text, because after I had identified all the Greek words I knew, I would then 

be able to figure out the others if I knew what came next in English.  I'm not sure that helped me to learn my 

Greek any better, but it surely helped me to understand 1 Peter.  From that day forward, I have found myself 

returning over and over again to the thoughts and words of Peter's letter.  It has been an immeasurable help 

to me.  I've been "sold" on Scripture memorization ever since!! 

 

Today you read 1 Peter 1 and 2.  The letter is addressed to “God's elect strangers” or, if you wish, God's 

chosen pilgrims who have been scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia -- all 

over Asia Minor.  If you read the first two chapters carefully you'll have no difficulty understanding why 

these believers, who were probably a mixed group of both Jewish and Gentile Christians, were scattered.  

One of the major themes of this little letter is suffering, and it would appear that the suffering Peter has in 

mind is being directed at these people because they are believers.  Peter is talking to people who have been, 

or are about to be in terrible suffering, just because they have chosen to be Christians -- and his desire is to 

comfort and strengthen them.   

 

There are a few really important chapters in the New Testament which deal with the subject of suffering.  

The first chapter of James is one of them.  (I wonder if you remember it.)  The last part of Romans chapter 8 

is another.  I'm sure you remember that.  The first four chapters of 1 Peter should also be on your list.  God 

will use them mightily as you minister to other people from them. 

 

After introducing his letter to the chosen strangers -- and friends please remember this one thing -- the most 

significant thing that can ever be said about you as a child of God today is that you have been chosen by 

God. One other thing, did you notice it?  Peter says you were chosen “for obedience to Jesus Christ.”  That 

description applies equally well to every single child of God.  Well -- after introducing the letter Peter 

quickly gets right to the point -- and the point is to answer, in no uncertain terms, a very basic question: In 
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the face of so much suffering, is it really worth it to be a Christian?  If you are about to be persecuted -- lose 

your home, your job, maybe even your life, just because you are a follower of Jesus Christ, it would be 

pretty important to have an answer to that question -- and Peter's answer is that it is indeed worth it!  

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who according to his great mercy has caused us to 

be born again into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."   A living hope -- if 

you take 100 people at random and put them in the most pressure-filled situation that you can imagine, and 

then just sit back and watch for a little while, it won't take too long to find the mature Christians in the lot.  

They'll respond differently than the rest -- it's the living hope.  And Peter talks about the inheritance.  It's so 

great, he has to use three words to describe it.  It is imperishable -- absolutely indestructible.  It's unspoilable 

-- it can't change in any way, and it is unfading -- it will always be just as wonderful and just as beautiful as 

it was the very first time you laid your eyes on it.  And that inheritance is protected by God's power -- kept 

in heaven for you and wait -- we're not finished yet -- you also are kept by God's power until the coming of 

the salvation that will be revealed in the last time! 

 

That paragraph means as much to me as almost any in all of Scripture.  I come back to it on almost a daily 

basis to get strength and perspective and focus on my life.   

 

One of the great purposes of suffering, Peter says in chapter 1, is to refine us, to prove to us and to others 

that our faith in Christ is genuine and firm.  In the ancient world, I'm told, the process of refining gold was a 

matter of heating the metal to hotter and hotter temperatures.  As the heat was turned up, various new 

impurities would float to the surface and be skimmed off by the refiner.  When he could look down into the 

pot and see his own reflection, then he would know that the gold was pure -- that's just how God uses 

suffering in our lives.  When he can look down and see his own reflection, then the process will be 

complete. That's the goal. 

 

Peter also talks about how we ought to act in the times of suffering.  If we are suffering for righteousness 

sake, we are to bear up patiently under it.  From time to time, every one of us is unjustly treated, Peter says.  

When it happens, remember -- Jesus is the pattern: "He left us an example that we should follow in his 

steps.  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate.  When he suffered, he made no threats.  

Instead he kept on committing himself to the One who judges righteously."  When you are mistreated, when 

you are abused, when people are coming down on you for no reason at all, you can't respond.  If you are 

going to be like Christ, you have to take it silently and turn it over to God and say to Him, ‘Lord this 

treatment belongs to You.’  Keep on committing yourself to the One who judges all things righteously.  That 

is how Jesus responded.  That is how we must respond as well.  Remember that.  You are going to be called 

upon to practice it in the not very distant future.  Of that I am very certain, because every Christian from 

time to time is misunderstood, abused and mistreated.  This is Jesus' way of dealing with such situations.  

This needs to be our way also. 

 

Those words are followed almost immediately at the end of the second chapter by one of the New 

Testament’s great descriptions of what happened on the cross.  It says there, "He himself bore our sins in his 

own body on the tree, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls."  Can you hear Isaiah 53 in those verses?  Remember them.  When we study Isaiah 53, I will try 

to remember to remind you to think about 1 Peter chapter 2. 

 

Our time is almost gone again, and there is so much more that I would like to tell you.  Did you hear Peter's 

call to holiness in chapter 1?  He says we ought to “be holy because God is holy.”  He calls to our attention 
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that verse from Leviticus, that we will find repeated over and over in the New Testament -- God's word to 

the ancient Israelites, "Be holy because I am holy."  Peter gives us several reasons for holiness.  One is that 

we know that God will one day judge us, but the best one is this.  "For you know it was not with perishable 

things like silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 

forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ. the Lamb without blemish or defect."  Remember what 

your salvation cost!  That is a pretty high motivation for being holy.   

 

The description of us in chapter 2 is also interesting and I can't resist calling your attention at least to it.  It 

says, "You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 

declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy."  What a description of who we are in Christ! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 44, DAY 4         1 PETER 3-5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This is Day Four of Week 44 of Know the Word.  Today you read 1 

Peter chapters 3 - 5 and encountered more teaching about suffering.  The Book of 1 Peter is a book about 

suffering.  In these chapters you read this morning, Peter talks to us about ‘suffering for doing good.’  That 

theme was a theme we encountered yesterday in chapter 2, but he brings it back to us again.  He says that 

Christians are often people who suffer for doing good.  They ought to be people who suffer for doing good. 

 

In chapter 2, when he talked about this same subject, he told us that we ought to be quiet and not react.  We 

ought to follow the example of Jesus Christ when we suffer for doing good.  Now he adds to it a new 

thought -- we ought to respond to the evil done to us by giving a blessing to the perpetrators.  Repay evil 

with good.  He is not only calling us to endure it patiently but now he is calling on us to repay it with good, 

repay it with blessing because God, he says, is watching.  That is a tall order.   

 

He says that when suffering comes to us as Christians, we shouldn't be afraid.  In fact, verses 14 and 15 of 

chapter 3 are incredibly important.  They are key verses for fearful Christians.  If you have ever been afraid, 

they are for you.  Don't fear what they fear, don't be frightened, but in your heart set apart Christ as Lord, 

and always be prepared to give everyone an answer who asks about the hope that you have. 

 

Chapter 4 carries on the theme of suffering.  We shouldn't be surprised that Peter is talking again about 

suffering.  He says there that suffering is a way of purging us, or at least of proving that we have mastered 

sin.  Don't misunderstand what Peter is saying in chapter 4.  He is not saying that suffering, in and of itself, 

is desirable.  He is not saying that we should seek out suffering and try to suffer so we can drive sin away 

from us.  Christ's suffering dealt with sin.   

 

Finally, and definitively, there is nothing especially meritorious about suffering.  He is also not saying that if 

we suffer, we will never sin again, that somehow there is this ‘trial by fire’ that we have to endure, and if we 

get past it, we are perfect.  But he is saying that suffering does help us to focus.  The presence of suffering in 

our lives as Christians is a kind of catalyst toward weeding out the junk that so often pre-occupies us.  

Suffering helps us to focus on the truly important things. 
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Say, have you ever met a terminally ill person who cares about how much money he has in the bank?  

Sometimes, out of concern for his family, he might think about such a thing, but not for himself any more, 

because it doesn't matter.  Or have you ever met a person dying with cancer who is trying to surround 

himself with more and more material things?  Usually people who know that they are dying are getting rid 

of things.  Suffering is an aid toward sorting out the important from the trivial.  God uses it in our lives to do 

the same thing. 

 

Suffering should not surprise us.  Jesus suffered, so why should we be surprised if we are called upon to do 

the same?  In fact, Peter says participating in the suffering of Christ is a real privilege.  It is clear that Peter 

and Paul had the same view of it.  All kinds of evidence exists that Peter's readers also viewed it that way.  

They heard him.  They went to the lions singing.   

 

Some years ago,  I had the opportunity to stand in an ancient Roman coliseum and think about the fact that 

on the very ground on which I was standing, Christians had willingly, joyfully gone to their deaths, simply 

because they were Christians, and they loved Jesus and would not renounce Him. 

 

I remember reading about the conversion of Tertullian, one of the great apologists of the early church.  He 

was a brilliant lawyer in Rome, and he came to Christ, because one day at the coliseum he watched 

Christians go joyfully to their deaths -- not just bravely, not just courageously, but joyously, singing -- and 

what he had observed would not let go of him.  Finally, he determined that he would find out why these 

people could be joyous, even in the face of suffering and death.  It wasn't the arguments of Christianity that 

converted him.  It was the power of joy in the face of suffering.  How can people die like that?   

 

If you have never read about the martyrdom of Polycarp or some of the early Christians, I challenge you to 

do some extra reading.  You will be moved, and you will understand the power of suffering as an 

evangelistic witness to the world. 

 

The last thing that Peter tells us about suffering in these chapters is that we ought to make sure that if we do 

suffer, we suffer for the right reasons -- not because we have done wrong, not because we have been out of 

line in our own actions -- but because we are honoring Christ. 

 

Did you notice this morning as you read that Peter has a lot to say about wives and husbands, slaves and 

masters?  Remember, back in chapter 2 and then again over in chapter 5, “All of you,” he says, “submit to 

one another.”  This is the same stuff Paul was emphasizing, and at the risk of sounding somewhat 

redundant, let me say it again.  Submission is one of the chief characteristics of the Spirit-filled life.  Peter 

saw it.  He emphasizes it, just like Paul did.  “All of you, be in submission to one another.”  That is the mark 

of a Spirit-filled church, of a Spirit-filled family, of a Spirit-filled life. 

 

I would like to talk to you for just a couple of seconds about the chapter 5 passage, because there is 

something here that is too good to miss.  You may miss it if I don't tell you about it.  In verse 5 he says, 

"Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.  All of you, clothe yourselves with 

humility toward one another, because, 'God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’'"  When he 

says, "clothe yourselves with humility," he is using a hapaxlegommenon.  A hapaxlegommenon is a word 

that appears only one time in the New Testament, and Peter is really making up a word here.  He takes a 

noun that is found in another place, (one other place actually in the New Testament,) and he makes that 

noun into a verb and says, “Put on the apron of humility.”  The word he looks back to is the noun that is 

used in John chapter 13 -- the story of Jesus on the night of the Last Supper, walking into the room where 
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they are going to meet, divesting Himself of His robe, putting on the apron of the most humble slave in the 

household, and then washing the disciples' feet.  When Peter says, “Clothe yourselves with humility,” he is 

saying, "Put on the slave's apron, the one that is used to wash the feet of the guest."  It is a very vivid 

recollection.  Peter never forgot that sight.  It stayed with him until the very end of his days.  It colored his 

thinking.  He even coined a word to remind Christians that they are to serve one another by putting on the 

apron of humility. 

 

Chapter 5 is interesting because it talks about this great Christian grace of humility.  In the first part of the 

chapter, he compares it to pride, because he is thinking of humility in the arena of human relationships.  He 

says the opposite of humility is pride.  “God opposes the proud but he gives grace to the humble.”  

 

Then, in verse 6 and following, he is still looking at humility, but he looks at it in a different venue.  Now he 

is looking at humility in the venue of circumstances and he says the opposite of humility is anxiety.  When 

we are facing the tough circumstances of life, we can be humble, just as we are in the arena of human 

relationships, but being humble here means not being anxious, trusting God to take care of us even when the 

circumstances are difficult.  He says you can do that because of “God's mighty hand.”  "Humble yourselves 

under the mighty hand of God that he may lift you up at the proper time."  He has the power to rescue you.  

That phrase the "mighty hand of God" was coined by Moses back in the Old Testament, and it is used over 

and over again in the Old Testament, but always in the context of God reaching out to rescue His people 

from a really tight spot and to deal with the their enemies. God has the power to rescue you, so you can be 

humble; you can be free of anxiety.  You should be humble, free of anxiety, because God has a plan -- He is 

going to exalt you; He is going to lift you up at the proper time, not at the time you want, perhaps, but at just 

the right time He is going to lift you up. 

 

Best of all, you can be humble -- and not be anxious -- because He loves you.  Cast all your anxiety on Him 

because He cares for you.  The most profound thing you could ever know is that God loves you.  "Jesus 

loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so."  Is there a more profound thought in all of human history 

than that one?  I don't think so. 

 

Our time is more than gone.  There is so much more I need to talk to you about.  If you are digging deeper 

today, you will want to investigate the curious passage that starts with verse 18 of chapter 3, the ‘spirits in 

prison’ passage.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 44, DAY 5         2 PETER  

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read the Book of 2 Peter.  The theme of this little epistle 

that Peter wrote at the very end of his life is the Christian's attitude toward error and immorality.  Even at 

that early time in the church, there were already errors and false teachings creeping in, and Peter writes to 

instruct the believers as to how they should respond to these things.  The author to the letter, of course, is 

Peter himself.  He is designated at the beginning of the letter as ‘Simon,’ though some manuscripts have the 

original Hebrew form of his name, ‘Simeon.’ 

 

Peter is an apostle of Jesus Christ, but more than that, he is a servant.  He takes great pains early in the letter 

to remind his readers that what he has taught them about Jesus Christ is not made up.  "We did not follow 

cleverly invented stories when we told you about power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 

were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice 

came to him from the Majestic Glory saying, 'This is my Son...with him I am well pleased.'"   

 

Peter is thinking here about the transfiguration experience.  He had seen the glory; he himself heard the 

voice on the mountain.  This is the letter of someone who was right there with Jesus.  He gives us a little 

inkling into the process of the inspiration of Scripture in the first chapter - a verse that we really need to take 

note of: "No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation."  Peter said that no 

prophet who wrote in the Old Testament, no apostle who wrote in the New Testament, was doing his own 

thing.  He wasn't just sitting down and writing his thoughts.  "Prophecy never had its origin in the will of 

man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit."  That verb "carried along" is 

used in another place in the New Testament, to describe, in the Book of Acts, a ship that was being blown 

along by a storm -- it was carried along, taken in a direction it did not choose, because of the force that 

moved it along the water. That is what Peter is saying -- the Holy Spirit somehow takes charge of the 

prophet, the apostle, when they are writing Scripture, and ‘carries them along’ to the destination that He 

chooses.  That is an important idea as we understand the inspiration of Scripture.   

 

The main thing that Peter is writing about in this second letter is the issue of false teachers.  He starts his 

letter by exhorting his readers to holiness, laying emphasis upon the necessity of a sound moral life.  

Christian faith should work itself out in a comprehensive chain of virtues that he describes, and the conquest 

of sin won't reach its conclusion in this life.  By diligent moral effort, we as Christians are called upon to 

make our “calling an election sure.”  That is followed by his appeal to the authority of Scripture and the 

authority of the apostles -- all of this because he is going to be talking about false teaching.  Holy living had 

been neglected.  Certain false teachers had despised apostolic and Scriptural authority. The activity of these 

teachers is described partly in the future tense and partly in the present.  Their coming is sometimes 

predicted as a thing that the readers are being warned about, and sometimes represented as already having 

happened.  The explanation is, perhaps, that the false teachers were already active in the churches from 

which Peter was writing, or in others that he was acquainted with, but hadn't yet begun to insinuate 

themselves into the particular churches that first received Peter's letter. 

 

He tells us about the characteristics of false teachers.  Pay attention to this, because there are a lot of false 

teachers in our churches today.  He says their laxity in morals is one of the most characteristic things about 

them -- impurity, which he describes over and over again in the text -- their covetousness; they love money.  

They are impatient with authority, they are irreverent, they are full of pride.  These are characteristics that 

are common to false teachers.  These moral failings, in this case, are not just due to weakness of human 

nature, but they are actually defended by an appeal to principle.   
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Immorality is excused by arguments, sins based upon false doctrine.  These false teachers justify what they 

do, not because they say, ‘We are weak and frail human beings, we fail too,’ but because they are saying 

this is the right thing to do.   

 

Apparently the false teachers had appealed to Paul's epistles to support their manner of life, almost certainly 

laying stress on Paul's emphasis on Christian liberty.  These false teachers had misused his words.  That 

comes through in chapter 2, when Peter says, ‘They promise them freedom while they themselves are slaves 

of depravity.  For a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him.’  That certainly is a reference to the 

writing of St. Paul.  That was an error that Paul himself had foreseen and combated.   

 

For example, in the sixth chapter of Romans and the fifth chapter of Galatians, the liberty about which Paul 

wrote was not a liberty to sin, but the liberty to stop sinning.  It was liberty from the enslaving despotism of 

sin.  It was liberty that involved service.  Paul himself had provided the best corrective for this 

misunderstanding of his letters.  The misunderstanding was due to an evil desire.  The most powerful 

agency for the conquest of the flesh was being perverted to an absolutely opposite purpose.  That is why 

Peter says, “Bear in mind that the Lord's patience means salvation.  Just as our dear brother Paul wrote to 

you with the wisdom God gave to you.”   

 

He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking to them of these matters.  His letters do contain some 

things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do other Scriptures, to 

their own destruction.  Let me digress just a moment to point out to you that Peter classified the writings of 

Paul as Scripture, just as other Scriptures are classified.  That is a powerful internal clue as to the view that 

Scripture writers had of their own work in the New Testament times.  Peter was not afraid to identify the 

letters of Paul as being on the same level as the Old Testament Scriptures that came from God. 

 

So the second characteristic of the false teachers that Peter is warning against is that they twist Scripture.  

They take the Bible and make it teach something just exactly the opposite of what, in fact, it is intended to 

teach -- Scripture twisting. 

 

Thirdly, he says these false teachers deny Christ's coming, they deny the Christian hope of the return of 

Jesus Christ.  The reason for the denial is not perfectly clear.  Maybe the long delay -- the dampening of the 

early hopes -- the church thought maybe that Christ would come back within a few years of His ascension, 

and that delay gradually produced a skeptical attitude.  Maybe the skepticism was rooted in some 

philosophical theory.  At any rate, the mockers emphasized the permanence of the world.  ‘Nothing 

changes,’ they said.  ‘Nothing will change.’  This error was also subservient to sin.  If there is to be no end 

of the world, if the expectation of judgment becomes thin, then men think they can do anything they want.  

The thought of Christ's appearing has always been, all through the New Testament, a mighty stimulus to the 

moral effort of the church. 

 

Again, I feel like I want to talk some more about that because so often in our day, the return of Christ is 

disassociated from its ethical connection.  Sometimes when people talk about the return of Christ, they try to 

figure out when the signs of His coming are going to be in evidence, and what is going to lead to what else, 

and all of this becomes an academic exercise.  Christian, the return of Jesus Christ, every single time it is 

mentioned in the New Testament, is always connected to an ethical injunction.  Jesus is coming.  Therefore 

do this.  Jesus is coming, therefore be holy.  Jesus is coming, therefore don't sin.  Jesus is coming, therefore 

treat each other like you should treat each other.  Whenever you hear the doctrine of the Second Coming of 
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Christ being talked about without reference to its moral implications for living right now, it is being 

misused. That is not the way the New Testament talks about it.  There are all kinds of intellectual questions 

about Christ's return.  They are fascinating, but ultimately they are not the main thing.  We are to teach and 

believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and to expect it, because it is an impetus to holy living.  If we 

really believe that Jesus is returning soon, we will live as though we believe it, and holiness will be a 

characteristic of our life. 

 

Other things that the false teachers Peter is rallying against were teaching are somewhat obscure.  Their 

denial of the Master that bought them was maybe practical more so than theoretical.  Apparently, they laid 

claim to a deeper knowledge than that which was possessed by the general run of Christians, and maybe 

even by the Apostles.  That is the trademark of the ‘Gnostic’ heresy.  They were not afraid of spiritual 

powers, whether good or bad.  Some of these things will become more clear when we read the Epistle of 

Jude, where the same or similar false teachings are described.  In fact, there is a tremendous connection 

between 2 Peter and the Book of Jude.  They even use a lot of the very same language.  Either Peter or Jude 

was writing with a copy of the other's letter in front of him.  That is not a problem we need to talk about 

today. 

 

Against all of the false teaching, Peter emphasizes the authority of Christ of his apostles into the Scripture.  

God has not left us as Christians at the mercy of every false teaching.  For the immorality of offenders, Peter 

has stern denunciation.  But you and I don't need to be victims, because we have the Word of God.  

Christians, it is important for us to ‘Know the Word.’ 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again next week. 


