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WEEK 42, DAY 1          1 KINGS 9-10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 42 of Know the Word.  Today you read I Kings 

chapters 9 and 10 and learned even more about the greatness of Solomon, King of Israel.  This week we will 

finish reading about the life of Solomon and delve into the Book of Ecclesiastes, which this wise and 

worldly man wrote.  I don't know about you, but the more I read about the life of wise King Solomon, the 

more frustrated I get, because while Solomon's wisdom has been a tremendous blessing to all of the godly 

throughout the ages, and while his reign was one of tremendous glory and prosperity in Israel, the reality is 

that Solomon accomplished far less than he might have with the resources that God had given him, and the 

foundation that he left behind for future generations was so unstable, that in the very next generation Israel 

began a headlong fall into captivity and oblivion by way of idolatry.  Solomon, for all his wisdom, sowed 

the seeds of his kingdom's dissolution. 

 

The key verse in these two chapters is clearly verse 23 of chapter 10.  It says, "King Solomon was greater in 

riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth."  That is clearly the goal of the writer of I Kings in 

these chapters -- to prove to us that in terms of wealth and in terms of wisdom -- Solomon was the zenith, 

the apex, the top!!  That's the point of the story of the Queen of Sheba -- "the half has not been told 

regarding your wisdom," she said.  We are told in this same account, in verse 10, -- “Never again were so 

many spices brought to Israel”; in verse 12, “Never again was so much almugwood imported, never again 

were there such expensive chariots purchased.”  We are told that Solomon's annual shipments of gold 

weighed 666 talents.  Now, if the current price of gold is about $400 an ounce, multiply that by 16 ounces, 

times 750 pounds to a talent, times 666 talents.  The first time I tried this I ran out of room on my calculator 

-- $3,196,800,000 (3 billion, 196 million, 800 thousand dollars) worth -- of gold alone.  Multiply that by 40 

years, the length of Solomon's reign, $127,872,000,000 just in gold, not counting precious stones, other 

commodities, or other sources of wealth.  No wonder it says that nothing was made in silver in Solomon's 

day, because silver wasn't worth enough.  Is it really possible that King Solomon was that rich?  And his 

kingdom was that extensive?  And he was really that wise?  Is it really possible?  Or have the biblical 

writers exaggerated for us?   

 

It is at this point that archaeology has given us a great deal of insight and help.  The passage we read today 

points us that Solomon carried on extensive building projects.  That was the reason for the levy, the taxes 

that King Solomon raised.  He built the Temple, he built his own house, but then he built a lot of fortress 

cities as well, and a navy.  He made a navy of ships in Ezion Geber, which is on the shore of the Red Sea.  If 

the Phoenicians were controlling the Mediterranean Sea trade routes, Solomon built his port in the only 

logical place that he could, on the Red Sea, and he controlled the trade from the Orient.  That is probably the 

reason the Queen of Sheba came to see him, not so much because he was such a wise man, though surely 

she had heard of that.  I doubt, however, that she traveled 1200 miles on a camel as a queen, to see Solomon 

just because she wanted to test his wisdom.  She came, in all probability, because he had cornered the trade 

market and she was negotiating some kind of a trade arrangement.  Sheba, by the way, was in the sub-

continent of Arabia, probably where the modern-day kingdom of Yemen is.  Solomon had hurt her trade and 

she was coming to negotiate some kind of an agreement.   

 

We are told that Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen, and had 1400 chariots and 12,000 

horsemen, so he had to create cities for those chariots.  Well, if you do that much building, you have to leave 

something behind.  The archaeologists have indeed uncovered a great many of the building projects of King 

Solomon.  For the most part, Solomon inherited his empire from David, but it was his job to fortify it and 

improve it, and he did so.   
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Our text today mentioned that he fortified sites in Jerusalem and Hazor and Gezer and Megiddo.  A lot of 

excavation has been done at Megiddo, and they have been especially concerned with Solomon's activities 

there.  Work at the site there has proved to be one of the greatest archaeological tasks undertaken.  The 

German Oriental Society began preliminary investigations there in 1903, but the Oriental Institute of the 

University of Chicago carried on the most important excavation.  The plan they had was to devote 25 years 

to completely excavating the mound there.  Some idea of the magnitude of that task is gained from the fact 

that the area of the summit at the Tel amounted to about 15 acres, with slopes comprising 35 acres more, 

and the stratification extended to a depth of as much as 72 feet.  All of this you can read about in An 

Introduction to Biblical Archaeology, by Howard Vos, or any other text on biblical archaeology for that 

matter. 

 

The first 14 years of the work occupied the archaeologists from 1925-1939 and then, of course, they had to 

stop because of World War II.  In 1960, Yigal Yadin, the famous Israeli archaeologist, began, or at least 

carried on, the work at Megiddo.  They identified Solomon's level of Megiddo at ‘stratum four’ in the 

archaeological site.  The top of the stratum consisted almost entirely of public buildings, but two stable 

compounds, that would hold about 450 horses, covered about one-fifth of the area of the city.  Yadin’s work 

was to uncover the city wall, a massive gate, and a palace in the southern part of the Tel.  A great water 

system in the southwest corner of the mound was also uncovered, and that was something that Solomon had 

built.  The city wall was about 11 feet thick in most places, but near the main gate it was a little bit thicker.  

The corners of the wall were made of ashlar(?) blocks, but the straight stretches consisted of roughly 

coursed rubble.  There was an outer fortification wall around the foot of the mound, all of it dating from the 

period of Solomon.  The gate was built of three rows of hewn stone in the lower courses, and the upper part 

was constructed of mud brick.  That is characteristic of much of the Solomon-type fortifications.  There was 

a double gate, so that if an enemy forced his way through the outer-gate, it would be caught in a small paved 

enclosure and confronted by the masonry of the main gate.  Any enemy that got through the outer gate 

would be destroyed immediately.   

 

The employment of the three rows of hewn stone in the Megiddo gate throws some interesting light on I 

Kings 7, where Solomon's house is described as having three rows of hewn stones and a row of cedar 

beams.   

In the Megiddo houses that were uncovered, wherever the third layer of stones were still intact, the top of 

them was burned black, and in one case, when a charred chunk of wood was analyzed by the Palestine 

Department of Agriculture, it proved to be cedar wood.  That fits very well with what we know of 

Solomon's importing habits from Hiram of Tyre.   

 

The water system of Megiddo is one of the most impressive ones in all of Palestine.  The engineers cut a 

diagonal shaft 81 feet down into the Tel, and from the bottom of this shaft, a 224-foot water tunnel through 

the rock to tap a spring outside the city.  Then they covered the spring so attackers would not suspect its 

existence.  There are many other sites in Israel that date to the reign of Solomon that have been excavated.  

Gezer and Hazor, which appear in I Kings 9 that we read today, as cities that Solomon fortified, are also 

sites that have been excavated.  It is clear that Solomon did all of the building that our accounts suggest that 

he did. 

 

I doubt that anyone will ever become convinced that the Bible is the Word of God just by reading an 

archaeological report.  But the apologetic value of archaeology in confirming the Old Testament historical 

accounts is invaluable.  Over and over again critics, and those who have suspected that biblical writers 
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exaggerated or were simply fabricating completely accounts of people and events, have been put to silence 

by the work of archaeologists who have time and time and time again confirmed the accuracy of the biblical 

accounts.  There can be absolutely no question about the fact that Solomon was the richest king in all the 

earth in the period of time in which he lived.  From the biblical records that are left for us, it is clear that he 

was also a wise man, and there is no reason to question the dictum that he was the wisest man who ever 

lived. But wisdom by itself isn't enough, because in spite of all of his wisdom, King Solomon failed to finish 

the course well. 

 

I think I may have shared with you once before that many, many of the leaders that Scripture tells us about 

started well -- but they didn't finish well.  Unfortunately Solomon is one of those. 

 

Our time is completely gone.  I wish we had more time to spend this morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  You 

have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 42, DAY 2          1 KINGS 11   

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read I Kings chapter 11 and came to the sad conclusion of 

the life of King Solomon.  Yesterday we closed with the observation that Solomon did not finish well.  (It 

could not be said of Moses or Joshua that they did not finish well.)  It could be said of Saul, Solomon, to a 

lesser extent it could even be said of David, Samuel and Eli.  They all finished with less strength than they 

should have.  In the case of the latter three, it was because they failed to do a good job in rearing their 

children. 

 

When we return to I Kings a week or two from now we will discover that Solomon's son Rehoboam was no 

great shakes either, and with 700 wives (all of royal birth) -- think about that -- royal children tend to be 

spoiled!  And 300 concubines…it's a fair bet that apart from writing a lot of wise advice in the Book of 

Proverbs, Solomon didn't do too much active parenting. 

 

What went wrong?  He was the wisest man in the world, and by the end of his life he is horribly off track!!  

What happened?  You may remember the verses I pointed out to you some time ago from the Book of 

Deuteronomy in which the future kings of Israel were warned not to multiply wealth, horses or wives.  Well 

Solomon didn't pay much attention to that -- in this he greatly sinned. 

 

His wisdom was a marvelous gift from God, but he relied on it too much.  He relied so much on the gift, that 

he forgot the Giver.  His wealth created the very same problem.  Instead of remembering that God was the 

source of his wealth, he came too much to believe that his wealth could purchase anything he needed.  

Though he put a great deal of wealth into the Temple, he clearly believed that he had the right to keep most 

of it for himself.  That too was a very big mistake, a mistake for which his son paid in full.  He should have 

shared his wealth with his people.  Rehoboam, following his father's example, felt no compulsion to do that 

either.  His wives were the biggest mistake of all, for they led King Solomon into idolatry. 

 

I have to believe it didn't start that way.  I believe that probably, at the beginning, it was just a cultural 

accommodation to a Sidonian princess who really wanted to have just a little place where she could, then 

the Ammonite wife wanted a place to worship Molech.  We know that human sacrifices were involved in 

the worship of Molech, though I doubt they were ever allowed in Jerusalem.  Then came the princess from 

Moab and she wanted a place to worship Chemosh, the detestable god of the Moabites.   
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Then one temple came to be built for nearly everyone of Solomon's foreign wives and the whole thing was 

out of control.  Jerusalem, which should have been the center of worship to the One True God, became a 

virtual supermarket of gods and goddesses, with temples scattered all over the hills.  What a travesty! 

 

At the beginning of chapter 9, which we read yesterday, Solomon's kingdom was given to him and to his 

descendants permanently, but conditionally.  "If you walk before me with integrity of heart and uprightness 

as David your Father did and observe my decrees and laws, then I will establish your throne over Israel 

forever.  But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the commands and decrees that I 

have given, then I will cut Israel off from the land I have given it.  I will reject this Temple I have 

consecrated for my Name and Israel then will become a byword and an object of ridicule among the 

nations."  Chilling words, because they all came true. 

 

All through Scripture God makes promises.  Some of them, like the one he made to Noah after the flood, are 

unconditional.  God said to Noah, "I will never again destroy the earth with a flood."  There are no ‘ifs’ or 

‘thens’ in that promise -- it is totally unconditional.  Many of the promises of God in Scripture, however, 

come with conditions attached.  We had better learn to pay careful attention to those conditions.   

 

Let me ask you a question designed to make you think a bit this morning.  What about your salvation?  Is it 

conditional or unconditional?  You need to know there are a good many Bible-believing Christians lined up 

on both sides of that issue.  On the one hand, there are those who say, ‘Our salvation is totally 

unconditional.  Once I ask for forgiveness, there are no strings and no conditions attached.  I am saved.  

"Whoever comes to me I will never cast away."’ On the other hand, there are a good many Christians who 

believe that our salvation is conditional.  They point to verses like the one that says, "He who endures to the 

end will be saved."  They point to passages of Scripture like the one in Hebrews chapter 6 that suggests that 

Christians can indeed lose their salvation.  One the one hand, if it is all of grace, "For by grace are you saved 

through faith, not of works," then it is unconditional.  On the other hand, if the Scripture says, "He who 

endures to the end will be saved," what about the one who doesn't endure to the end?  Good questions.  And 

ones about which you and I should think rather seriously.  Now I don't propose this morning to attempt to 

solve that problem for you.  I will tell you that I believe there is a solution to the tensions that these different 

passages of Scripture raise.  I will share that solution with you some time later.  But for now, suffice it to say 

that there is no room in the Christian life for presumption.   

 

For you see, at bottom, that was the great sin of the wise King Solomon.  God gave him so many, many 

precious gifts.  They were his to use, his to keep, but always there was to be the understanding that they 

were on loan from the One who is the giver of all gifts.  Honor and worship was to be given to that One.  

Each of the gifts was to be used with the understanding that ultimately, though they were Solomon's on loan, 

they were to be used for the glory of the One who had given them.  That is what Solomon forgot.  At some 

point along the way, he began to think that the gifts were his and his alone.  The gifts had been given to him, 

and he had no obligation to use them for the glory of the Giver.  When Solomon began to think that way, he 

sealed his fate.  Solomon fell victim to the sin of presumption.  It is my great prayer this morning that you 

and I will be wiser than the wisest man who ever lived.  That is the challenge. 

 

Our time is gone.  This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 42, DAY 3       PS. 127; ECCLESIASTES. 1-2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Psalm 127 and the first two chapters of the Book of 

Ecclesiastes.  Yesterday we came to the end of Solomon's life, but we have not yet come to the end of his 

words and writings. 

 

The Book of Ecclesiastes is a book that is both fascinating and perplexing.  It has traditionally been 

attributed to Solomon because of the first verse, and the 12th and 16th verses of chapter 1.  The author 

identifies himself as a son of David, a king over Israel in Jerusalem, a teacher, one who is devoted to explore 

wisdom and all that is done under the sun; plus he is wiser than any who has ruled over Jerusalem before 

him.  Because he does not actually come right out and identify himself as Solomon, which both Proverbs 

and the Song of Solomon do, some commentators and Bible scholars have preferred to be somewhat 

tentative about the author of the Book, but it is clear enough that there is no one who fits the description 

even half as well as Solomon. 

 

The reason I had you read Psalm 127 first today is obviously because it is attributed to Solomon, but also 

because it will help to set our bearings as we move through the Book of Ecclesiastes, which can be 

disorienting if you do not understand what is happening.  The anchor for us will be the very first verse of 

Psalm 127.  "Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain."  Remember that!  Don't ever 

forget it -- and especially remember that as you read the Book of Ecclesiastes!!  For what Solomon is going 

to do in the Book of Ecclesiastes is to try out for us a whole variety of building plans that do not 

acknowledge the Lord as the architect and builder of the house.  When he has tried each of them, he is going 

to declare them seriously lacking and return to what he has always known -- that the only way you can 

successfully live your life in this confusing world is by fearing God and keeping His commandments.  In 

fact, it might be a very good idea right now to stop the recording, turn to Ecclesiastes chapter 12, and look at 

the last paragraph of the Book.  That, along with Psalm 127, will be a good perspective builder.  "Now that 

all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is 

the whole duty of man.   For God will bring every deed into judgment including every hidden thing whether 

it is good or evil."  (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.) 

 

With that much perspective then, I believe that we are ready to tackle this fascinating book. 

 

May I remind you again of the words of St. Augustine?  "There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of 

every man and only God can fill it."  That might be an appropriate summary of what we read today, and will 

read on each of the days we spend in Ecclesiastes.  This is the summary of the quest for meaning and 

purpose outside of God and without the benefit of divine revelation. 

 

"Meaningless, meaningless," says the teacher, "utterly meaningless.  Everything is meaningless."  Well, if it 

is not optimistic, at least it is plain.  Apart from God, the greatest mind in the world concludes there is no 

purpose.  There is no meaning.  Now, I want to tell you, that conclusion is still the last step on the train of 

rational thought if you leave God out of the picture.  Some of the greatest minds of the 20th century came to 

exactly the same conclusion.  Albert Camus -- the great French existentialist philosopher -- said it this way:  

"Here is what I fear the most.  Mankind has come to live without a purpose -- and man cannot live without a 

purpose."  Not very long after saying that, Camus died in a motorway accident.    Jean Paul Sartre, the other 

"pillar" in the school of 20th century existentialist philosophy has consistently said very similar things.  Do 

you remember the ultimate "downer" hit of the 60's?  "Is that all there is? Is that all there is? If that's all there 
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is then let's keep dancing..." Well, according to Solomon, Camus, Sartre and Peggy Lee, if you leave God 

out of the equation -- that's all there is -- meaninglessness. 

 

"There is nothing new under the sun"..."All things are wearisome."  No one remembers what you do and it's 

all just like "chasing after the wind." 

 

May I add just a little of my own testimony here?  Solomon is right.  I was born with a birth defect and for 

many years, even though I was raised in a godly home and got the best instruction you can from God's 

Word, I really didn't understand.  I wanted desperately, like any other handicapped child wants, to be 

accepted by other children, and the world in which I was going to have to live.  At some point, fairly early in 

my progress, I concluded that knowledge and education would be my ticket to acceptance.  If I could be the 

smartest one, if I could read the most books and remember the most information -- then I would be 

significant and accepted.  As a child I read two books a day.  I dropped out of high school to go to college 

early.  I finished my undergraduate degree when I was 19 and majored in philosophy.  After college I 

wanted to be wise, I wanted to get all the answers.  But here is the curious thing.  The further I climbed the 

academic ladder, the more I realized the people who stood over me didn't have any more answers than I did. 

 They were clueless and confused.  You can take the first chapter of Ecclesiastes and super-impose it over 

the 2500 years of philosophic endeavor of the western world, the brightest minds in the whole history of 

mankind -- and the bottom line will still be, “it is meaningless, utterly meaningless, everything is 

meaningless!!” 

 

In chapter 2, the wise man looks in another direction.  If it will not come through education and the pursuit 

of knowledge, then perhaps this purpose, significance and sense of satisfaction can be found by searching 

after experience, and he opts first for the route of Hedonism -- meaning through pleasure. 

 

That is a philosophic tradition that we associate with the ancient Greek philosopher Epicures.  We call the 

Hedonists, “Epicureans.” 

 

The teacher says, "I got involved in all kinds of building projects.  The aesthetic and community value 

attracted me."  Can there be any doubt that this is Solomon?  "I accumulated all kinds of wealth.  I thought 

that money might give me the experiences I sought.  I even involved myself in many sexual exploits and 

gave myself fully to my work but none of this had any affect, none of this gave me meaning in my life." 

 

There are some interesting recurring phrases in the chapters we read this morning.  Two of them are these:  

"This too is meaningless, this too is meaningless."  "Everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind, 

this too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind."  If the wisest man who ever lived could not make any 

sense out of life apart from God, do you think we might be able to do better?  If the wisest people down 

through the years have come to the same conclusion over and over again, after leaving God out of the 

equation, there is no way back to meaning.  Will we be able to change the equation now?  Not unless we 

start from a different place, not unless we start with the understanding that there really is a God who is there 

and who gives meaning and supplies purpose in the revelation He has given of Himself. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 42, DAY 4        ECCLESIASTES 3-5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Day 4 of Week 42 of Know the Word.   Today you 

read Ecclesiastes chapters 3-5, and have explored further the world of the philosopher who reasons without 

the benefit of God's revelation.  Remember as you are reading this Book, that while it contains many 

accurate observations and much honest truth, that truth is given to us from the perspective of the man who 

reasons without the benefit of God's revelation.  Solomon knew God, he knew about God's revelation, but he 

is writing this as a worldly philosopher who has chosen to explore all the other possible avenues of 

providing purpose and meaning for his live.  That is why the phrase "under the sun" keeps recurring.  

“Under the sun” is a kind of code phrase for that which can be understood, and that which can be 

discovered, without the benefit of God's special revelation.   

 

Back in the 60's, the first part of the third chapter of Ecclesiastes was a hit song: 

  

"To everything, turn, turn, turn,   

There is a season turn, turn, turn. 

And a time for every purpose under heaven." 

 

I won't sing any more lest I drive you all away.  Isn't it interesting, however, how much our society -- our 

culture, our music, our literature -- draws on the Word of God, and how meaningful the Word of God is as it 

speaks to modern man in his condition, even today. 

 

One of the things that you will be discovering as you are reading this book of Ecclesiastes, is that the teacher 

is very good at asking questions, and not quite so good at giving answers.  As long as he is reasoning from 

his own ability as a human being, as long as his forum is what is ‘under the sun,’ (s-u-n, as opposed to under 

the Son, S-o-n,) he is not going to have very many answers.  What he says will sound profound, it will seem 

wise, he will ask all the right questions but the answers keep eluding him.   

 

I wonder if you noticed verse 11 of chapter 3 as you were reading?  The preacher says, "He has made 

everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what 

God has done from beginning to end."  Those are some very suggestive verses, and recently one missiologist 

has taken a great deal of time and effort to expound what this might mean, in terms of the understanding that 

primitive and godless people have about the God who created them.  “He has set eternity in their hearts.”  

Don Richardson, the missiologist to whom I just referred, has written a number of books built upon the 

premise that in every single culture on the face of the earth, God has left some little piece of evidence, be it 

sociological or historical, that will tie that society and that culture and that people back to Him, if only they 

can be alerted to it, and that bridge, having been recognized by the ones who take the Gospel, can be used to 

walk across.  Eternity in Their Hearts is a powerful, powerful book that I would encourage each of you to 

read should you ever have the opportunity.  Well, whatever the verse means, it certainly means that we, all 

of us, by nature, have an understanding of God that simply cannot be erased by sin, or by culture; it is there -

- we have this longing for the God who created us. 

 

The pessimism of the man who tries to understand life without reference to God is seen in its boldest and 

most extreme form at the end of chapter 3.  "Man's fate," the preacher says, "is like that of the animals.  The 

same fate awaits them both:  As one dies, so dies the other.  All have the same breath, man has no advantage 

over the animal.  Everything is meaningless.  All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all 

return."  Wow!  That of course is exactly the point of view that is engendered by the materialistic 
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philosophy of the world that so many of our intellectuals and educators and scientists have today.  If there is 

no God, if all there is is time plus matter plus chance – evolution -- then there really is no difference 

between man and beast, except that the mind and heart of man, because of its contemplative power, 

condemns him to live all of his life searching for meaning, when by definition there can be none.   

 

That is where materialism leads, and the writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes understood that many, many 

centuries ago.  "So I saw that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his work, because that is his lot. 

 For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?"  In other words, take as much pleasure as you 

can out of the work you find to do today, because there is nothing more coming.  What you see is what you 

get, what you enjoy today is all that you will ever have.  So try to make the very best of it.  That is the 

philosophy of many a person in the society in which we live today. 

 

That pessimism comes out again in chapter 4 as the writer says, "I looked and saw all the oppression that 

was taking place ‘under the sun’...I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than the living, 

who are still alive.  But better than both is he who has not yet been, who has not seen the evil that is done 

‘under the sun.’"  That is pessimism in the extreme.   

 

But one might also say it is realism in the extreme as well.  The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes is clear-

eyed enough to know that man is by nature perverse and evil, and if given any power and any opportunity at 

all, he will use it to oppress and to do injustice to other men.  The doctrine of the total depravity of man, one 

which we talked about several times before, is found all through the Scripture.  We are not, perhaps, as evil 

as we could be, but the point is that we are, as human beings without Christ, thoroughly and completely 

corrupted, and will at every point tend not to do good but to do evil, not to honor one another but to abuse 

one another, not to improve the lot of other people upon the earth but to use them for our own ends and for 

our own purposes.  That is what mankind without God, without Christ, is really like. 

 

In the midst of all this gloom and doom there are some wonderful little proverbs that could just as easily 

have been found back in the Book that bears that name.  "Two are better than one," Solomon writes, 

"because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the 

man who falls and has no one to help him up!  Also, if two lie together, they will keep warm.  But how can 

one keep warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of three 

strands is not quickly broken."   

 

Wonderful words of wisdom, and whether you view that from the point of view of man without God, or 

from the point of view of Revelation, that truth remains exactly the same.  There is strength in numbers and 

we contribute to one another's lives.  John Dunn, the English poet said it differently.  "No man is an island 

entire to himself."  We can't live alone; we can't stand alone.  Even Elijah the prophet, (we are going to see 

as we read his story in a few weeks,) could not stand alone.  He needed help.  He needed resources that 

came from God's people, and from fellowship with someone else who shared the same perspective, the same 

worldview. You can't live alone either.  Neither can I.  We need each other. 

 

That is all we have time for this morning.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 42, DAY 5        ECCESOASTES 6-8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Ecclesiastes, chapters 6-8, and have come more than 

half way through this strange Book of worldly wisdom.  Once again, please be sure to remember that the 

Book of Ecclesiastes is written from the perspective of a person who is viewing all of life without revelation 

from God and without a relationship to God.  If it sounds pessimistic, it is.  If it sounds fatalistic, it is.  If it 

sounds unchristian and secular, it is.  That is, until we get to the very end of the book. Then we will see what 

Solomon does with all of it. 

 

In the chapters you read today, there are a number of things that are important for us to take note of, but let 

me quickly go back and summarize, as it were, the basic argument of the book so far. 

 

You will remember that Solomon began by sharing with us a number of different things that he had done to 

try to explore the meaning of life, and the conclusions he had reached about the meaninglessness of all of 

these different things.  He has given us an impression of the restlessness and cyclical nature of life.  Some 

people reading this book have concluded that he is borrowing heavily from Greek philosophy, for they had a 

cyclical understanding of history.  Everything repeats itself – ‘what goes around, comes around.’ But 

certainly these observations were not limited to the philosophic Greeks of the fourth century B.C.  The fact 

that Solomon lived a half century before them would make it somewhat difficult for him to be borrowing 

from them in any case.   

 

Some of the things that Solomon suggests that he tried -- the building of buildings, the pleasure of art, the 

satisfaction of work that is well done, -- are truly good things, and they do bring a certain satisfaction and a 

certain amount of fulfillment in life.  Some of these things had something to give -- building buildings is 

probably better than marrying 700 wives.  But none of the things that Solomon discusses survives the acid 

test of death.  Time has a habit of undoing all that men do.  Time also moves us back and forth on tides and 

currents that are far too strong for us, and that is what is behind that wonderful section of the book where 

Solomon talks about everything ‘having a time,’ there being a time to live, a time to die, a time to make war 

and a time to make peace.  We are constantly being mastered by our circumstances, and it is hardly ever the 

other way around. 

 

Then there is the element of human cruelty that crept into Solomon's analysis, this idea that man is so totally 

depraved that tyranny and cruelty will sometimes make death seem more like a friend than an enemy.  Over 

and over again throughout this Book, and once again this morning in chapter 6, Solomon wrestles with the 

ultimate reality of death.  Death is the final frustrator of meaning and purpose in the life of the man who 

does not have a living relationship with God.  For, Solomon says, it really doesn't matter what you do or 

how you live, how much you accumulate or how much you accomplish, in the final analysis, to paraphrase 

Solomon, ‘you can't take it with you.’  You end up leaving all you have accumulated, in terms of reputation 

and goods and valuables, to someone else.  That is a very frustrating thing.  Over and over again he comes 

back to this theme.  It seems to have produced in him, as a man searching for the meaning of life without 

revelation, a great deal of bitterness and confusion.   

 

I am reminded of a passage in the New Testament, in the Book of 1 Corinthians and the 15th chapter, a book 

to which we will be turning next, after we have finished our time with Solomon the wise.  Paul, in that Book 

says, "If we have hope in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most miserable."  Then, of course, he 

goes on to expound the wonderful truth that Christ has risen from the dead, and that gives us the assurance 

that we too will rise, that after death there is life, there is something, there is hope, and that is the ultimate 
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meaning-giver to the actions and the affairs and the trials of the life that you and I now live.   

 

Several times in the passage that we read this morning, the theme of man's sinfulness is re-visited.  In the 

20th verse of chapter 7, Solomon says, "There is not a righteous man on the earth.  There is no one who 

does what is right and never sins."  Not only is mankind totally depraved, but he is universally affected by 

sin.  Every single human being has been touched by the curse of it.   

 

At the end of the very same chapter, he says, "This only I have found: God made mankind upright, but men 

have gone in search of many schemes."  God made us in His image, perfect and without sin, but in the 

words of another Old Testament prophet, "All we like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned everyone to 

his own way."  That is why the Lord had to lay on Him, Christ, “the iniquity of us all.”  

 

You read a very interesting verse also in verse 11 of chapter 8.  It's one that explains a great deal about the 

attitudes of men and women toward sin, and the possibility of one day being judged by God.  It is not a 

possibility; it is a certainty.  Anyway, we are told in chapter 8 that, "When a sentence for a crime is not 

quickly carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes to do wrong."  One of the reasons that 

men and women have concluded that they are okay to keep living the way they are, is because they haven't 

been punished yet.  When God delays punishment -- (which He does because He wants to give people still 

more opportunity to repent, that is what the Book of 1 Peter taught us) -- but when God delays punishment, 

men take His grace and His long-suffering patience and they abuse it, by using it as an opportunity to rack  

up more evil, to do more wrong things, to accumulate a greater weight of judgment against themselves, 

because they assume, when judgment doesn't come right away, that it is either because God isn't going to 

punish them, or because God is not able to punish them, and those are two very bad assumptions.  God can 

punish sin, God will punish sin, and the day is coming when all accounts will be righted and justice will be 

done. 

 

Once again our time for the week has escaped us.  It is time for me to say goodbye until next Monday.  You 

have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again as we begin Week 43.  This is Pastor Soper. 

 


