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WEEK 41 DAY 1                PROVERBS 23-25 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 41 of Know the Word.  Today you read chapters 

23-25 of the wonderful Book of Proverbs.  It is a bit like standing out in a gentle rain shower on a warm 

spring day and reveling in the refreshing drops falling all around.  The raindrops here are little bits of 

wisdom falling all around us.  We can't catch all the raindrops, and it will take many trips through the Book 

of Proverbs before we catch all the drops of wisdom, but I trust this morning that you were refreshed by the 

"wisdom" shower. 

 

The very first thing that I noticed again as I read these chapters today is the way in which the Old Testament 

Scriptures informed the mind and hearts of New Testament authors and even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

Two passages in our reading this morning literally jumped out at me in this regard.  The first is the one in 

chapter 25, which says, "Do not exalt yourself in the king's presence and do not claim a place among great 

men.  It is better for him to say to you, 'Come up here' than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman."  

Can you hear the echo of that passage in Jesus' teaching about humility?  He said, "When you come to the 

feast, take the lowest seat at the table.  Then when the host arrives, he will say to you, don't sit down there, 

come and take a higher place near me."  Clearly, Jesus was thinking of the words of Chapter 25 of Proverbs 

when he taught that day. 

 

Later in the same chapter, Proverbs says: "If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat.  If he is thirsty, 

give him water to drink.  In doing this you will heap burning coals on his head and the Lord will reward 

you."  In Romans chapter 12, the Apostle Paul quotes this passage, and adds his own advice to the end: "Do 

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil by good." 

 

Now this is a point that we have made time and time again -- the great men and women of faith in scriptural 

times, and throughout the history of the church, have always been people whose lives are thoroughly 

saturated with the Word of God.  When Mary prayed after that angelic visitation, it was a prayer that was 

not much more than a paraphrase of Old Testament Scriptures.  It was so much a part of her that when she 

opened her mouth Scripture poured out.  When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness, his 

responses were all quotations from the Book of Deuteronomy.  When Stephen was dragged before the 

Sanhedrin and placed on trial for his life, his defense was a recitation of the Old Testament.  When the 

Apostle Paul is called upon to explain the mysteries of God's dealings with His people to those Christians in 

Rome, it was to the Old Testament that his mind was drawn, and from it he draws his concepts, and often 

enough his very words, from the vast reservoirs of Old Testament Scripture stored in his heart and mind. 

 

I will never forget an incident that occurred many years ago in a church that I had the privilege of planting in 

a university town.  One of the college students had met the Lord and was regularly attending our Bible 

studies.  In one meeting we began to talk about the importance of saturating your life with the Word of God, 

and I challenged the people present to memorize God's Word.  A few weeks later he caught me by the arm 

and said, "I'm finished, Pastor.  What do I do next?"  Well, I didn't know what he was talking about, but I 

soon found out.  He had memorized an entire Book of the Bible and was ready for more!!  I have had many 

opportunities in later years to sit and listen to that man pray.  The words of Scripture simply pour out of his 

mouth.  That is what is behind the repeated injunctions in these chapters and in so many other passages in 

Proverbs to seek after knowledge and wisdom.  The wisdom comes from God's Word, and we are enjoined 

to "Apply our heart to instruction and our ears to words of knowledge."  That, of course, is why we are 

doing "Know the Word."  It is a great way for us to apply our hearts to wisdom. 
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In my preparation for our time together today, I noted some 16 distinct topics that got attention in these three 

chapters.  There are, as we have seen all through this book, instructions about all kinds of different topics.  

Proper attitudes toward riches, power and evildoers are discussed, along with advice about choosing good 

friends, doing justice and acquiring wisdom and knowledge.  Godly parenting gets a couple of mentions.  

There are words about honesty, keeping confidences, and the use of our tongues, and the ever-present theme 

of sexual purity recurs once again. 

 

I love the Proverb found at the end of chapter 24 about industriousness:  After observing the ruined 

vineyards of a lazy man (a theme quite prominent in this part of the Book), the anonymous wise man who 

wrote this portion of the book says, “I thought about what I saw and I learned this lesson: A little sleep, a 

little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like 

an armed man."  Some of us, from time to time, need to be reminded that the godly life is never a life of 

relaxation and indolence.  It is a life of industry and effort.  There is a time to rest; that is certain.  But 

without the expenditure of lots of effort, none of us will achieve what God has marked out for us to do.  

Holiness and industriousness are closely related partners. 

 

Perhaps the most vivid passage of all in these three chapters is the one which is given over to describing the 

effects and sensations of drunkenness.  "The person who drinks too much," it tells us, "will have a full cup 

of sorrow and woe."  Strife, complaints, needless bruises, -- these are the effects of over-indulgence in the 

fruit of the grapes.  -- And, oh yes, I forgot -- bloodshot eyes!!  The rest of the passage is a vivid description 

of drunkenness -- your mind imagines confusing things.  It's a little like sleeping on the top rigging of a 

sailing ship, which is traveling through high seas.  The last line of the section is a classic symptom of a true 

drunk.  He wants to wake up from his sleep so that he can take another drink!! 

 

At the risk of repeating myself one too many times, let me remind you that the Bible has a lot to say about 

drinking.  It never prohibits it entirely (though it is clear that some, like the Nazirites, took vows of total 

abstinence.)  But it warns us over and over again about the dangers of drunkenness.  In our society, there are 

lots of good reasons for deciding as a young person never to take the first drink.  That makes good sense to 

me, but I cannot tell you that it is what Scripture commands.  But drunkenness -- the state in which I am out 

of control of my actions and responses -- that is a sin against the God who created me, a terrible abuse of the 

body He has given me, and potentially a great sin against anyone else who is unfortunate enough to cross 

my path while I am in that state.  The ultimate result of a lifestyle that includes too much drinking, the Book 

of Proverbs reminds us, is poverty. 

 

Some of the more familiar Proverbs in these chapters are ones which I am sure you have heard many times 

over:  "A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver"; "Through patience a ruler can be 

persuaded and a gentle tongue can break a bone." -- That's a powerful reminder of the positive power of 

words. 

 

One more -- "Seldom set foot in your neighbor's house.  Too much of you and he will hate you."  Ever want 

to nail that one beside the welcome mat? 

 

Seriously, there is one more thing I want you to notice with me before we close for today.  It is the section in 

chapter 24 that Christians in Nazi Germany in the 1930's should have paid attention to -- it might have made 

a huge difference.  We need to learn the lesson lest it ever recur.  It says, "Rescue those being led away to 

death, hold back those staggering toward slaughter.  If you say, 'But we knew nothing about this', does not 

He who guards your life know it?  Will He not repay each person according to what he has done?"  What a 
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chilling passage when you set it against the response, or more precisely the lack of response, that Christians 

in Nazi Germany had when the Jews started to be led away to slaughter.  We didn't know at all; we didn't 

see a thing.  You can't hold us to blame; what could we do?  That was the response of far too many 

Christians.   

 

Those of you who are going to be digging deeper today will get a taste of something just a little different, 

for I am going to ask you to read about the life of one man who didn't have that response.  His name was 

Pastor Dietrich Bonheoffer.  He preached from this text; he lived it; he went to a concentration camp 

because of that and he died as a martyr, because he believed that one should pay attention when others are 

being led away to death. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow morning. 

 

 

WEEK 41, DAY 2        PROVERBS 26-28 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read chapters 26, 27 and 28 of Proverbs.  We will have 

only one more day to spend in this amazing Book of Wisdom.  Catch all the raindrops you can though, 

because the remembrance of this wisdom shower will bring great blessing to you in your daily walk with 

Christ.  A quick remembrance of some very vivid word pictures contained in this Book has often closed my 

mouth when I was about to say something very foolish or stopped me just before I made a colossal mistake. 

Better attention to the advice of wisdom here would also have kept me from many of the more spectacular 

mistakes that I have made.  More times than I would like to remember, after the crash, and sometimes after I 

have found myself trying to do the best I could at "picking up the pieces," I have discovered a little verse in 

the Book of Proverbs and said, "Boy, I wish I had known this beforehand, or I wished I had remembered it.  

I would never have done what I did in light of this passage of Scripture!" 

 

As I read these chapters today, I found five of those verses which have played that role in my life.  Some of 

these five have literally kept me from sin, just like Psalm 119 says, "Thy word have I hid in my heart that I 

might not sin against thee."  Others have been learned after I have made terrible mistakes and caused great 

harm to myself and unfortunately to other people. 

 

One of those verses is in verse 20 of chapter 26.  It says, "Without wood a fire goes out.  Without gossip a 

quarrel dies down."  I think that gossip is one of the most terrible sins that can be found in the Christian 

church.  We understand that committing adultery is wrong.  We know we shouldn't murder or steal, but 

somehow we don't understand that gossiping, just passing on needless bits of information that are damaging 

and derogatory, and may not even be true at all, (because most of the time we haven't bothered to confirm 

it,) is a terrible sin against people.  Words can hurt.  They can sting; they can ruin people's reputations, and 

yet we pass them on freely, without often any intention of helping or making things better, just because they 

are juicy tidbits.  Gossip is a terrible sin.  More often than I would like to admit, I have thrown wood on a 

fire by passing along gossip about another person.  I have had to go back and repent of that before the Lord. 

 I have memorized this verse because I want to stop being guilty of that sin.  I don't want to ever have to 

repent of that again.  "Without wood the fire goes out.  Without gossip a quarrel dies down." 

 

Verse 28 is one that has kept me from sinning, and one that I have also had to remember after I have sinned. 

 "A lying tongue hates those it hurts.  The flattering mouth works ruin."  Don't flatter people just for the sake 

of ingratiating yourself to them.  That, God's Word says, is a sin, and when you lie about people, you always 
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hurt them.   

 

Chapter 27 contains two more.  Verse 2 says, "Let another praise you and not your own mouth; someone 

else and not your own lips."  Sometimes you are really bursting to share with people some of the good 

things you have done.  You want them to think well of you, so you tell them all the good things.  It is a 

whole lot better to say nothing at all and let someone else tell them all the good things you have done.  They 

will think better of you. 

 

Verse 4, "Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?"  Jealousy - another 

one of the more prominent sins found within the Christian church.  How many times have we seen someone 

who didn't want another person to minister in a certain way, or to share in a certain task, because they were 

afraid that person might do it better than they do.  Jealousy -- it is an awful sin, and it is all too prevalent 

inside the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

Chapter 28, verse 1, is the last of those five verses to which I alluded a while ago -- verses that have been 

important in my life, either because they have kept me from sinning, or because I have learned them after I 

have sinned.  "The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion."  A 

guilty conscience is a terrible thing.  Remember King Herod?  He thought Jesus was John the Baptist come 

back from the dead.  Why?  Because a wicked man flees even though no one pursues.  But the righteous, 

like Jesus, John the Baptist, Stephen, Paul -- they are as bold as lions.  Don't forget to add Daniel in that list. 

  

 

The second thing that literally leaps out of the passage that we read this morning is the description of a fool. 

 Proverbs has a lot to say, as you know by now, about fools.  Chapter 26 groups a whole series of verses 

together on this theme and gives us a description of fools.  The first thing it tells us is that you have to be 

very careful how you talk to a fool.  Verse 4 says, "Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will 

be like him yourself."  Verse 5 says, "Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own 

eyes."  Sounds almost like a contradiction, doesn't it?  What it does remind us of, is the fact that we have to 

be awfully careful how we talk to people who don't have any wisdom.  According to verse 4, we have got to 

be careful not to stoop to the level of the fool, to get involved in debating and arguing about foolish things.  

We will be just like him, and we will pump up his own estimation of his wisdom if we do that.  Verse 5 

reminds us that sometimes folly has to be plainly exposed and denounced.  These two verses are a good 

example of the necessity for interpreting Scripture in light of its immediate context.  If we don't do it, we'll 

walk away pretty confused by those verses, because they seem to say opposite things.  What they really 

mean is that we have to be awfully careful about the way we talk to people -- or we are fools.   

 

The chapter also tells us that fools are lazy people.  In fact, it draws a very strong connection between being 

fools and being sluggards, and it suggests that if you are one, you are very likely to be the other.  It tells us 

that fools are untrustworthy.  If you send a message by the hand of a fool, it is like cutting off your own feet. 

 It tells us that fools are dangerous.  Three different Proverbs right in a row allude to that fact:  

 

*"Like tying a stone in a sling is the giving of honor to a fool."  If you do it, look out because 

somebody is going to loose that sling, that stone.  

*"Like a thorn bush in a drunkard's hand is a proverb in the mouth of a fool."  A lot of people are 

going to get scratched by it because he won't watch where it is going.   

*"Like an archer who wounds at random is he who hires a fool or any passer-by."  Fools are loose 

cannons; they are dangerous.   
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Another characteristic of a fool is that he makes the same mistakes over and over and over.  That is told us 

by the Proverb that reminds us that, "fools are like dogs who return to their own vomit.”  Peter repeats that 

verse in the New Testament.  "Fools are wise in their own eyes, they are vain."  They have lots of false pride 

and they are "wiser in their own eyes than seven men who answer discreetly." 

 

Chapter 27 adds two more characteristics to our description of a fool.  They don't recognize danger when 

they see it.  They lack caution and judgment.  "The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep 

going and suffer for it."  Finally chapter 27 tells us that, "fools don't learn even when you punish them."  

There is a great deal more that I had intended to say to you this morning, but our time is gone.  Those of you 

who are digging deeper today might want to pursue finding all the New Testament usages of the Proverbs 

found in the chapters we read today.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 41, DAY 3        PROVERBS 29-31 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Day 3 of Week 41 of Know the Word.  Today you 

read Proverbs, chapters 29-31, and you finished the magnificent Book of Proverbs.  I am sure this 

experience has been a wonderful one for you as we have been exposed to so many different subjects and so 

many different bits of wisdom coming from the pen of the wisest man who ever lived. 

 

The passage we read today covers three chapters, but three chapters written by three different authors.  

Solomon was the author of chapter 29, and, in fact, chapters 25 - 29 were a part of a collection of Solomon's 

Proverbs collected by men under the reign of Hezekiah sometime later in Israel's history.  Chapter 29 is from 

the pen of Solomon.  Chapter 30 is attributed to Agur, a wise man about whom we know absolutely nothing 

at all.  It is written to Ithiel and Ucal, his students perhaps, and it has some rather different stylistic 

characteristics than the other chapters of the Book of Proverbs.  Very quickly, you will have noted the 

rhetorical questions with which the chapter begins, that remind us of the confrontation that God has with 

Job in the 38th chapter of that Book.  Or of the confrontation that God has with Israel in Isaiah chapters 42 

and 43.  The other literary characteristic of Proverbs chapter 30 has to do with the lists that we find in this 

passage.  "Two things I ask", "three...no four things that never say, Enough!'"  "Three... no four things I do 

not understand."  We will look at those in just a few moments.   

 

The first thing I want for you to notice is the warning that is contained at the very beginning of chapter 29; 

in fact, there are three warnings there I want to call to your attention.  In verse 1, we are warned that, "a man 

who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed," and then come these extremely 

sobering words, "without remedy."  There is no going back at that point.  The more rebellious we become 

toward God, the more we ignore His commands, the more rebukes we refuse to pay attention to, the more 

stiffed-necked we get.  That figure of speech, which was very common in Israel, comes from the poor 

farmer trying to get the yoke around the neck of an oxen who doesn't want it there.  It is a very picturesque 

expression of rebellion, but when we ignore the rebukes of God, when we don't listen to His warnings, when 

we don't do what we know we ought to do, finally we become so stubborn and stiff-necked that we invite 

sudden, final, irrevocable judgment.  That is what it means when it says -- "without remedy."   

 

The second warning I would like to call to your attention in chapter 29 has to do with evil men.  It says that 

if we are evil we become "snared by our own sin."  We lay traps for ourselves with our words and our lies, 
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and pretty soon we catch ourselves up in them.  Righteous people, on the contrary, can be much less self-

conscious.  They don't have to be continually thinking about what they said to this one, or what they did 

when they were with that one; they can simply sing and be glad; they don't have to worry about their actions 

contradicting their words or being snared by their sin. 

 

The third warning of chapter 29 that seems significant to me today is yet another warning to be careful how 

we treat a fool.  Foolish people are a real burden; they are a real problem because we have to be so careful in 

the way we treat them.  The author of the Book of Proverbs says in chapter 29, “Be careful about taking a 

foolish man to court.  He will never let go of the matter if you do.”  It will mean no end of trouble -- 

warnings. 

 

All through the Book of Proverbs, we have been coming face to face with the origin of many of our modern 

maxims and parables.  So it is today that we find probably more than one, but the one that comes to mind 

most readily is found in verse 20 of chapter 29.  "Do you see a man who speaks in haste?  There is more 

hope for a fool than for him."  That may in fact be the origin of our modern maxim about ‘haste making 

waste. ‘  

 

There is more advice here for parents, especially with regard to the subject of discipline and correction of 

children.  In verse 15, and then again in verse 17 of chapter 29 we are told that, "The rod of correction 

imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother."  "Discipline your son, and he will give you 

peace; he will bring delight to your soul."  We have had quite a few exposures to Solomon's advice with 

regard to the fine art of raising children.  Particularly he has had a lot to say about the subject of discipline 

and correction.  He has told us we need to correct our children because foolishness is bound up in the heart 

of a child.  That is alluding, in part at least, to the simple fact that children are sinners by nature and if left to 

themselves they will not generally choose to do the right thing, but they will often choose to do the wrong 

thing because sin works in children just as it does in adults.   

 

I have always wondered how people could question the doctrine of original sin, and sometimes I have 

thought the people who have questioned it must not ever have been parents, because I am sure that you have 

observed, as I have down through the years, that you don't have to teach a child to sin.  You don't have to 

teach a child to be rebellious; you don't have to teach a child to lie; you don't have to teach a child to be 

selfish.  All of those things come very, very naturally because foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child. 

 The rod of correction will drive it far from him.   I'm not an advocate of daily corporal punishment.  I don't 

believe you need to spank your children once a day whether they need it or not.  But I do believe that the 

Scripture teaches us quite clearly that a spanking, if it is necessary, firm correction lovingly administered, is 

one of the most important components toward shaping the value systems and the life of a young person.  If 

we don't control our children and if we don't discipline our children, make no mistake -- we will not control 

them.  We, and they, will be the losers. 

 

The Book of Proverbs says the results of disciplining and correcting your children is that you promote their 

welfare, "When they are old they won't depart from the way in which they should walk."  Then you also 

create a much nicer scenario for yourself.  Correct your son and he will become a delight to your soul.  

Remember what the Book of Proverbs has to say about parenting, especially if you have young children.  

You will be glad that you did. 

 

Let's look at those lists of chapter 30 that are there in the sayings of Agur.  They are interesting not only for 

their stylistic features but also because of their content.  "Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me 
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before I die; Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my 

daily bread.  Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?'  Or I may become 

poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God."  Wow!  That is a pretty good attitude about riches.  I 

don't want to have so much that I don't need to depend upon the Lord.  And, Lord, please don't let me have 

so little that I am tempted to do things that are wrong just to survive.  I only want to have enough. 

 

Well,  "There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say, 'Enough!'" according to our wise 

man -- "the grave, the barren womb, land, which is never satisfied with water, and fire, which never says, 

'Enough!'"   

 

"There are three things that are too amazing for me, four that I do not understand: the way of an eagle in the 

sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship on the high seas, and the way of a man with a maiden."  

Think about that for a while and I'm sure you will appreciate the wisdom of this wise man.   

 

"Three things that make the earth to tremble, four under which it cannot bear up; a servant who becomes 

king, a fool who is full of food, an unloved woman who is married, and a maidservant who displaces her 

mistress." 

 

"Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they 

store up their food in the summer; coneys" (badgers, mountain badgers) "are creatures of little power, yet 

they make their home in the crags; locust have no king, yet they advance together in ranks; a lizard can be 

caught with the hand, yet it is found in kings' palaces." 

 

"There are three things that are stately in their stride, four that move with stately bearing: a lion, mighty 

among beasts, who retreats before nothing; a strutting rooster, a he-goat, and a king with his army around 

him." 

 

Our time is completely gone.  We haven't even looked at chapter 31 and that very famous passage about the 

godly woman, the wife.  Just suffice it to say I know you have read it many times before, that this is an 

acrostic poem like some of the ones we have met in the Psalms.  It is meant to be memorized, and it 

celebrates the wonderful role of a wife and mother in a family.  The Bible doesn't downplay women.  It 

exalts them. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 41, DAY 4         1 KINGS 5-7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and this is Day 4 of Week 41 of Know the Word.  Today you read I 

Kings chapters 5 - 7.  There is a parallel and almost identical passage in 2 Chronicles running from the first 

verse of chapter 2 through the first verse of chapter 5.  If you are going to be digging deeper today, you will 

want to make note of that so that you can read that passage later.   

 

We are back to the life of Solomon, the son of David, and today we are encountering the activities of 

Solomon.  We have thought about his wisdom and reveled in it, and learned much from the great wisdom 

God gave him, but today we want to look at his building accomplishments.  David was a warrior; he was a 

conqueror.  It was under his hand that the Kingdom of Israel extended to great and vast lengths.  Solomon, 

his son, was a builder, and in the passage we read today, we read about two of his greatest building projects. 

 The first of those building projects was the Temple of God, although we know it as the Temple of 

Solomon, and therein lies a tale.  The second building was Solomon's own palace.  Now the Temple was 

originally David's idea.  You will remember that he wanted to build that Temple, a place for the worship of 

God.  All the nations around Israel had elaborate and ornate temples.  If you go to Egypt today, you can still 

look at some of the magnificent structures that were erected as temples to the gods of Egypt.  David thought 

that since his God, the God of Israel, was greater, and in fact the only God, far greater than imaginary gods 

of other countries, He should have a magnificent house of worship as well.  There is a difference between 

the dwelling places of all those other gods and the Temple of God, in that in the other nations these idols 

and false gods were thought to actually dwell in those temples -- they were their dwelling places, -- whereas 

the Temple that Solomon built, that David conceived of, was not a dwelling place at all.  David recognized 

that all of the universe couldn’t contain the greatness of God.  It was His footstool, not His dwelling place.  

Nevertheless it was a place set apart for the worship of God.   

 

Well, it was David's idea, but David was prevented from building the Temple because he was a man of war, 

and that was left for Solomon.  It was built, though, according to the instructions that we have already 

looked at, given to Solomon by King David; built with the cooperation of Hiram the king of Tyre, with 

whom Solomon continued an alliance that had been formed in his father David's day.  It was an 

economically profitable alliance for Hiram, for Solomon bought from him the raw materials of Lebanon, 

particularly the wood -- the cedar and pine -- and provided Hiram with goods in exchange for that wood.  

That alliance continued throughout the lifetime of King Solomon. 

 

The Temple was about two times bigger than the tabernacle.  It was surrounded on three sides by a three -

story building, the place where the priests lived during their time of service.  There was a porch in the front, 

a portico of 20 x 10 x 120 cubits.  One commentator tells us it is about half as long as a football field.  The 

brazen altar inside was 20 x 20 x 10 cubits, and the altar of the tabernacle was 5 x 5 x 3 cubits.  There were 

ten lampstands to replace the one of the tabernacle.  There was a multiplication of some of the other articles 

of furniture.  30,000 Israelites were conscripted to work in the construction.  Remember the prophecy of 

Samuel? – ‘Take a king if you want one Israel, but remember, it is going to cost you down the road.  It is 

going to cost you in taxes, it is going to cost in terms of your own freedoms.’  Solomon is introducing forced 

labor here to build the Temple.  There were 150,000 other workers involved.  This was a magnificent 

building.   

 

After Solomon built the Temple, it lasted until the destruction occurred, when Nebuchadnezzar came and 

destroyed the Temple, as well as putting Judah into captivity in about 589 B.C.  Just to clarify the 

dimensions by translating them into feet, the main sanctuary of the temple building was about 30 feet wide, 
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90 feet long and 45 feet high.  Square footage-wise, the Temple was only about the size of a big home.  But 

the importance of the building was not in its size; its importance was underscored by its magnificence -- the 

use of gold and silver, as well as the magnificence of the cedar, would have provided an awesome sight.  

The exterior was white limestone, much of which was quarried in deposits that are now beneath the northern 

wall of the Old City of Jerusalem.  In Solomon's time, the deposits were north of Jerusalem but now they are 

underneath the wall.  The Temple's magnificence was further amplified by the number of workman who 

worked on it, as well as by the seven-and-a-half years required to build it.   

 

We dare not minimize the importance of the Temple.  This structure, and the attitude of Solomon's heirs 

toward it, as told by Richard McNally in his commentary on I Kings, was the criteria, -- the basis of 

evaluation -- by which the reigns of every other king in Israel is measured.  The prominence of the Temple 

is often referred to in the New Testament, even though the Temple in the New Testament is a reconstruction 

of Solomon's Temple, which was destroyed.   

 

There is also in the account that you read today a description of the building of Solomon's own helm, his 

palace.  The reference to the ‘house of the Forest of Lebanon’ may be a source of confusion.  Some have 

speculated that Solomon must have built a palace for himself in the Forest of Lebanon, but a more easily 

understood interpretation of that name is that it was so named for the building materials out of which it was 

constructed.  The palace Solomon built for himself was a good deal larger than the Temple he built for the 

Lord.  It took longer to construct, but it would be possible to make too much of that point.  It probably was 

not as magnificent as the Temple. And the time of construction may have related to the fact that there was a 

lot less urgency attached to the completion of Solomon's personal palace than there was to the completion of 

the Temple of the Lord.  Nevertheless, we may deduce that Solomon lived in a house that was anything but 

shabby. 

 

Richard McNally, in his commentary, writes that the description of the bronze work of the Temple makes 

apparent that great quantities of that metal were used.  Nelson Glick, the distinguished Israeli archaeologist, 

has discovered mines belonging to this period of time in the Jordan area, as well as south of the Dead Sea.  

He found a great deal of evidence to show that the mines in this area were worked from about the days of 

David onward for several centuries, but the activity was particularly intense in the days of Solomon.  Quite 

apart from the many small furnaces found in the area below the Dead Sea, Glick was able to excavate the 

ancient site of Ezion Geber, and here he found that a flourishing town existed in the days of Solomon.  The 

most important discovery was that this town was a center of copper refining.  An amazing building was 

uncovered in which the ancient crucibles were still to be seen in place.  Making use of the strong winds that 

blew from the north carried out this smelting.  Drafts were led into the furnaces and the refining process was 

carried out in a very, very technical manner.  Although recent scholars take the view that Solomon's mines 

were located elsewhere, the account of Glick's finding is enlightening.  It reveals the point to which copper 

refining had developed in this period.   

 

Mention of the articles that Huram crafted begins with the description of the two bronze pillars that were 

placed on the porch -- one on each side of the entrance doors.  The choice of their names, Jakin and Boaz, is 

significant.  There is an interesting discussion about those names, but they seem to form a kind of 

cryptogram – ‘for in the strength of Jehovah shall the king rejoice.’ 

 

The bronze sea is discussed next, probably the replacement of the bronze laver in the tabernacle; this pool 

was a great deal larger.  It measured about 15 feet in diameter and stood well over seven feet high.  It was 

supported on 12 bronze oxen, three to a side and that would have been an imposing sight in the Temple 
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courtyard.  The water was probably the source of water for the basins described.  It should be noted that 

these were not easily wheeled carriages to be moved about by a couple of priests.  Their size, as well as the 

combined weight of metal and water, brings their weight to probably over a ton.  The height of the stands 

and basins, approximately seven-and-a-half feet, would mean you would have to have some way of 

ascending to the lavers or dispensing water from bottom.  The outside furnishings of the temple were 

bronze, but inside the furnishings were made with gold.   

 

There have been many models produced to help us visualize what Solomon's Temple must have looked like. 

 But none of them will be of much help to us in picturing its magnificence.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 41, DAY 5      1 KINGS 8 and 2 CHRONICLES 5-6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This is Day 5 of Week 41 of Know the Word.  Today we read I Kings 

chapter 8 and the parallel account in 2 Chronicles 5 and 6, which puts us in touch with the greatest event in 

the life of Solomon, and one of the greatest events in the life of the entire nation of Israel, the dedication of 

the Temple.  In a very real sense, this is the high point of the whole period of the monarchy -- the greatest 

achievement.  David had dreamed about this day.  He had planned for this day.  He had prepared for this 

day. Solomon had made it the number one item on his agenda, and almost as soon as he had consolidated his 

position as king over all of Israel, he began to work toward this day.  His political relationships reflected it, 

thus the alliance with Hiram, King of Tyre.  His economic program revolved about it.  Everything that 

Solomon did was contingent upon making resources, workers and dollars available for the completion of the 

Temple building program.   

 

In the fourth year of his reign, which began about 971 B.C., the work had begun, and now in the 12th year 

of Solomon's reign, it is complete and the Temple is dedicated.  The account divides itself into four different 

segments.  The first part of the account relates to moving in the furniture, and of course, the most important 

piece of furniture to be moved in is the Ark of the Covenant.   

 

When the day of dedication finally arrived, the great convocation was scheduled for the seventh month of 

the year, the time of the Feast of the Tabernacles.  Everyone was there. The whole nation turned out for this 

one because nothing like it had been seen since the day the tabernacle itself had been dedicated.   The priests 

began a procession that brought the earlier tabernacle and its furnishings to the new site.  Many of the 

utensils for worship had been preserved from it. All the furnishings were replaced with newer and grander 

ones -- every piece of furniture, that is, except the Ark.   

 

The importance of the Ark is self-evident.  It is the most important thing in the whole nation of Israel -- the 

most important thing in their history.  The account tells us that it contained the Ten Commandments, the 

tablets that God had given Moses on the mountain.  Just as David had brought the Ark to Jerusalem a 

generation before, with a wonderful celebration, and all the pomp and circumstance that could be mustered, 

so the Ark is moved from the place where David had placed it and brought now to its final resting place 

inside the Temple, which has been built to house it, and to house the worship of the One True God.   

 

There is an interesting comment made in the text about the length of the poles.  Perhaps that is there in order 

for us to understand that all the rules that have been laid down by Moses were still being kept.  The rule 
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being, that not only would the poles be used to carry the Ark, but also they should remain in the rings of the 

ark and not be removed from it.   

 

Then the second thing that happened after the Ark had been installed, was a response from the Lord 

Himself, for the cloud of the glory of the Lord filled the house.  Now, that visible symbol of the presence of 

God confirmed to Solomon and the people that the Lord was pleased with what they had done.  The very 

same thing had happened when the tabernacle had been dedicated back in the Book of Exodus.  That cloud 

didn't stay, by the way, visible to the people. After the dedication, it was able to be seen only by the High 

Priest when he entered the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement.  But at the time of the dedication, the 

glory of God, the Shekinah Glory of God, filled the temple, and the people saw it. 

 

Interestingly enough, I Kings doesn't tell us much about the response of the people, but the parallel account 

in Chronicles does, telling us that all the Levitical singers, and Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, and their 

sons and kinsmen, were clothed in fine linen, with cymbals and harps and lyres.  They were standing east of 

the altar, 120 priests blowing trumpets in unison.  The singers made themselves heard with one voice to 

praise the glorify God.  There was a fantastic celebration and a great spectacle when the Temple was 

dedicated.   

 

Solomon's prayer is the centerpiece of the account that is given us in I Kings chapter 8.  It deserves our 

careful attention.  I'm sure you took some note of the content of that prayer, in which Solomon talked about 

the greatness of God and worshipped Him.  He described God's uniqueness and His faithfulness.  He talked 

about God's infinity.  Verse 27 is an important verse of Scripture.  "But will God really dwell on earth?  The 

heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.  How much less this Temple I have built!"  Not only 

did Solomon clearly understand the infinity of God -- the fact that God is not bound by any place but is 

bigger than all places -- but he also understood that the Temple, while it focused the attention of the nation 

of Israel upon their God, was not intended to house their God. 

 

He describes God's compassion and concern, and then turns in his prayer from worship to intercession.  That 

same pattern is there in many of the prayers of Scripture, and we might learn much from it about prayer.  

First worship, then intercession, then petitions.  Solomon asks God for many things.   

 

There are three different expressions for prayer in verse 28.  The word translated "prayer" denotes prayer in 

general; the word "plea," sometimes translated “supplication,” is a specific kind of prayer -- a call for help.  

Then comes the third word, "cry," literally a “ringing cry.” 

 

It is clear from a consideration of Solomon's prayer, that in his mind at least, and therefore in the minds of 

all of Israel, prayer is the central part of the worship of God.  That is important to us, because in all of our 

readings through the books of Exodus and Leviticus and Numbers, through all of our understanding thus far 

of the sacrificial system, we could be distracted from that.  All of the sacrifices that were made (and the 

number of sacrifices made on this particular day in Israel's history was absolutely enormous) -- but all the 

sacrifices made were simply ways of underscoring and highlighting the understanding that prayer is the 

centerpiece of the worship of God.  The subject of this prayer of Solomon IS prayer.  There is this 

understanding that prayer is going to be the vital ingredient of the relationship that is going to exist between 

God and Israel.  It is the active ingredient, and it is prayer that somehow activates the promises of God.  The 

first thing that Solomon asks for in his prayer is that God would remember and fulfill the promises made to 

his father David and to the people of Israel.  But there is in that request the understanding that it is prayer 

that somehow functions as the trigger.  That is a very biblical concept.  We find it not only in the Old 
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Testament, but also all through the New Testament.  Prayer is the way by which the promises of God 

become activated in the lives of His people. 

 

Over and over again I talk with people who ask, ‘Why is prayer necessary if God already knows what He is 

going to do.  If He has already ordained its plan and set it out, why do we need to pray?’  The only answer I 

can give to that question is because God has told us to pray, and that it is through the instrumentality of our 

prayers that He does His mighty work in our lives. 

 

The second thing that we can see from this prayer of Solomon's is that the whole reason for the existence of 

the Temple is so that people can pray, and even if they are not physically present in Jerusalem, they are 

always able to focus their attention and their thoughts upon that Temple, and in so doing bring themselves to 

prayer and communication with God.  When an enemy has defeated the people, the solution is to come to 

the Temple and pray, and God will hear from heaven and forgive their sin. There is even a reference here to 

people being defeated and carried into captivity, and Solomon says still they must look toward the temple 

and pray.  That explains the actions of Daniel much later on in the history of Israel. 

 

There is so much more here that I would like to share with you but our time is gone now.  I am going to 

close for this week.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 


