
1 
 

WEEK 40 DAY 1             Proverbs 5, 6, 7 

 

Good morning. This is Pastor Soper and welcome to week 40 of Know the Word.  Today we read 

Proverbs chapters 5-7 and got a heavy dose of Solomon's warnings about the dangers of lust and 

sexual immorality.  In chapter six there were a few other topics of discussion as well, and we will 

touch on them before we finish talking this morning, but the great preponderance of material here is 

given over to the subject of sexual immorality.  Apparently, this problem which is so rampant and 

obvious in our society was also a huge problem in the days of ancient Israel.  I want to dwell upon 

that for just a moment because I am sure that sometimes we fall victim to the foolish notion that the 

problems with which modern society confronts us and the temptations which we face in our society 

are somehow greater and more overwhelming than those faced by our forefathers in Bible times or 

by other Christians down through the ages.  You need to know this morning that idea is simply not 

true.  Whatever temptations are out there right now confronting you are basically just the same as 

the ones that God's people throughout the ages have had to deal with.  They may sometimes take 

slightly different forms just as the drug of choice on the streets changes from time to time, but the 

basic temptations and vices are just the same.  This is important because if for even a moment you 

start believing the lie of satan that it is somehow harder now than it ever was before to be righteous 

and to stand for Godliness, then you will find it a very short step to the place at which you begin to 

rationalize and excuse your own excursions into the world of forbidden things on the theory that 

your sin is less sinful because the pressures upon you were so great.  

 

As you read the book of Proverbs, I want you to pay attention to how much of it is devoted to the 

subject of sexual purity and the effects of immorality.  More space in this book is devoted to 

warning us about sexual immorality than to any other subject.  That has to be significant! 

 

I'm pretty sure that you will have noticed that these warnings are addressed entirely to men.  Men 

are the tempted ones and women in these chapters are the temptresses.  Often in the book of 

Proverbs, it would appear that the most deadly scenario involves married women luring married 

men away from their own wives and into her poisonous arms.  It sounds pretty chauvinistic to us 

and to be honest, the society of that day was chauvinistic.  To be fair, we might also need to add 

that there were a lot more protective measures in place in that society to protect the women who 

wanted to remain pure than for the young men who were growing to adulthood.  In any case I am 

very certain that if the book of Proverbs were being written into the context of the 20th century, the 

settings of the wise man's bits of advice would be somewhat different and there would be just as 

much admonition directed to young ladies to watch out where they put their feet and laid their 

heads as is directed here to the males.  But let's get past the cultural setting and look at the 

principles that are embedded in it.  They are just as relevant and just as essential today as they were 

in Solomon’s day and if we fail to pay enough attention to them, the consequences will be just as 

devastating to us as to the young man to whom they were originally written. 

 

Here is the bottom line: sexual relationships outside of the bounds of marriage are evil.  Not only do 

they dishonor God, but they devastate lives.  Not only do they devastate the lives of other people, 

they ultimately devastate your own life.  In fact, one way or the other, they are quite likely to kill 

you.  Before you ever allow yourself to become sexually involved with anyone who is not your wife 

or your husband, whether you or they are married or not, you need to ask yourself one very big 

question: in light of the fact that this relationship is going to ruin my life, is it really worth it?  That 

is the message of Proverbs 5-7.  That is the message that God is sending us today.  You do not have 
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to be a rocket scientist to look around you at a whole host of people whose lives will furnish you 

with dramatic proof that God is not joking about this and see that it is so.  Any sex outside of 

marriage is wrong.  There are no exceptions to that rule.  No matter how badly neglected you have 

been by your spouse, no matter how much you think you love the person with whom you are about 

to go to bed, if he or she is not your wife or husband, do yourself the greatest favor of your life and 

run as fast as you can in the opposite direction. The consequences of extramarital affairs (even if 

you aren't married) are destructive in the extreme and you are not about to become the world's first 

exception to the rules that God has laid down to govern the affairs of human beings. If you play you 

will pay. 

 

Now I want you to notice here that Solomon is very explicit about the ways in which we will pay if 

we fail to heed God's command regarding this subject.  Interestingly enough there is not a great deal 

of emphasis placed upon the theological side of things here except for one very emphatic reminder 

in verse 21 of chapter 5.  It says there, "a man's ways are in full view of the Lord and he examines 

all his paths."  That is pretty jarring.  Remember, after you have looked over your shoulder for the 

third time to make sure that no one is watching and no one is there to report your waywardness to 

others, the Lord is watching.  He sees.  He knows.  That is prominent, but it is the only such remark 

in all of these chapters.  All of the other reasons given for avoiding extra marital liaisons have to do 

with what we might term enlightened self interest.  Don't do this thing because you will not like the 

consequences.  Here are some of the consequences that may (and often do) overtake the person who 

engages in sexual relationships outside of marriage: 

 

First he or she might lose their wealth- that was true in the days of ancient Israel and its true now.  

And it happens in a lot of different ways- it costs a lot of money to keep a mistress, or to visit a 

prostitute, when adulterous affairs are made public there are a multitude of other costs- like divorce 

settlements, lawyers (I wonder if the attorneys were as active in Bible days as they are today?)-  

And then there is the cost that many an unfaithful spouse has discovered of trying to make alimony 

and child support payments to one family while attempting to establish another one.  Many a 

prosperous person has suffered tremendous financial loss as the result of an injudicious marital 

affair.  Solomon says: "Watch out, otherwise strangers will feast on your wealth and your toil will 

enrich another's house."  If a thief is caught, he says in chapter 6, and adultery is thievery of the 

worst sort, the thief must pay back 7 times what he has stolen even if it brings his own household to 

financial ruin.  When you steal another man or woman's spouse that can happen to you too.  Oh yes, 

I forgot to mention that sometimes people who are trying to hide their sins also fall victim to the 

nasty practice of blackmail.  That still happens too. 

 

Solomon also mentions the fact that sexual immorality also leads in many cases to physical illness 

and disease.  There are a great many rather nasty diseases that men and women who live by God's 

laws within monogamous and God honoring marriages never get.  Their purity protects them from 

all manner of venereal diseases.  Some of the greatest minds in the history of our world have been 

decimated by the ravages of syphilis and other horrible diseases because their owners thought that 

they could live any way they chose in violation of the laws of God.  Friedrich Nietzsche, for 

example, may have been the most brilliant man of the entire 19th century.  He was so brilliant that 

the University of Leipzig conferred a doctor of philosophy degree upon him at the age of 24 without 

even giving him an examination or requiring him to write a dissertation. They apparently felt 

unworthy to sit in judgment upon a mind so great as this.  But Nietzsche was insane when he died 

of syphilis in the year 1900.  I'll bet he never thought that would happen to him when he indulged 
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his appetite in sexual immorality.  I doubt that I need to remind you of the great killer of the 1990's. 

 Not everyone who dies of AIDS has engaged in sexually immoral behavior.  It would be terribly 

wrong to make a generalization like that, but it is certainly true that anyone who leaves the path of 

God's plan for sexuality leaves himself or herself open to that new manifestation of the grim reaper 

of death. 

 

Solomon also mentions private guilt and public shame as two more possible consequences of 

engaging in sexual misconduct. If you think about it, he is saying, you will quickly know that the 

fleeting pleasure of an illicit sexual encounter is not worth the consequences that are very likely to 

follow it.  Don't do it!! 

 

In the midst of all of these warnings, it is clearly apparent that there is, in the eyes of God, a very 

proper and wonderful place for human sexuality.  It is of course in the context of a marriage 

relationship.  Sometimes, Christians have fallen into the trap of believing that because sex outside 

the marriage bond is so destructive and therefore evil, that all sexuality is evil and that there is no 

good place for us to celebrate and enjoy our sexuality.  They see it, and too often have been taught 

to see it as a necessary evil, needed so that we can procreate and continue the human race but in and 

of itself evil.  Some have even been taught that sexual relations with your own husband or wife are 

evil unless specifically engaged in for the purpose of having children.  Enjoying sexual relations 

with one's own spouse just because it is enjoyable and because you want to experience the intimacy 

and love of the act of intercourse, is they feel, somehow wrong.  Well they are wrong!  Here in the 

chapters that we have read and in other passages like the Song of Solomon which we will presently 

read, there is ample evidence that sexuality and sexual relationships within the marriage bond are a 

wonderful gift from God that he means for us to fully enjoy.  "May your fountain be blessed" he 

says, "and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.  A loving doe, a graceful deer- may her breasts 

satisfy you always.  May you be ever captivated by her love...” that sounds like a pretty healthy and 

positive view to me.  We'll talk more about this subject again later on. 

 

Our time is almost gone, but I want to briefly call your attention to the other subjects that are 

touched upon in the chapters we read today.  In the first part of chapter 6, Solomon tells us that 

there is a great danger in making yourself surety for another man.  I do not think that the Bible tells 

us that it is never right to do this (in modern terminology we are talking about doing something like 

co-signing a loan for someone else) but clearly it is not something to do without exercising great 

caution.  There is danger in this path and as a rule, unless there are extenuating circumstances and 

clear and undisputable guidance from God this is something we ought not to do.  Please think about 

this and do not put your brothers and sisters in Christ into jeopardy by asking them to do this for 

you. 

 

You also read today the famous passage about industriousness in which Solomon, the careful 

observer of nature, tells us to take a lesson from the ant, who is never lazy and who therefore is well 

provided for. 

 

There was also a warning in vvs 12-15 of ch. 6 about duplicity and craftiness.  If you seek to 

deceive other people you can expect, God says, instant ruin. 

 

If you are digging deeper today, I want you to memorize the seven things that God says are 

detestable to him.  Every mom and dad and every boy and girl and every young person ought to 
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memorize this list and learn to remember the seven things that God hates: haughty eyes, lying 

tongues, hands that shed innocent blood, hearts that devise wicked schemes, feet that are quick to 

rush into evil, false witnesses who pour out lies and anyone who stirs up dissension among 

brothers. 

 

This is Pastor Soper. You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 40 DAY 2                   PROVERBS 8, 9, 11 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 8, 9 and 11 of the book of Proverbs 

and continued our session of sitting at the feet of the world's wisest man.  If you are wondering why 

you didn't read chapter 10 today it is because we read that chapter several weeks ago in our quest to 

know the word. 

 

Yesterday the major topic with which Solomon was dealing was the topic of sexual purity.  That is 

a topic that is of immense importance to God's people today in the face of a society in which fidelity 

and purity are no longer the norm and perhaps not even expected by society.  Remember God still 

expects sexual purity. 

 

In Chapter 11 of today's reading we are presented with a whole supermarket full of topics and issues 

in the pithy Proverbs of Solomon, but in chapters eight and nine the main theme is that of wisdom.  

Just as we live in a society that desperately needs to hear about purity, so we also live in a world 

that needs to hear again the call to wisdom and needs to be reminded about where that wisdom is to 

be found. 

 

The first thing that we need to see together today is that chapters eight and nine are set against the 

backdrop of chapters five through seven.  In our reading yesterday we learned that the call of the 

adulteress, the call to sexual immorality and unfaithfulness is a strong one.  "She is loud and 

defiant," lurking in the streets and squares in the twilight calling seductively to the simple and to 

those who lack judgment.  Having noted that many fall victim to that call, the wise man starts 

chapter 8 by asking, "does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice?" and not 

from darkened corners of the city but on the heights of the paths and where the crossroads meet, 

beside the gates of the cities.  In short in the most public and obvious places that can be found.  Do 

you see what is happening here?  The writer of the book of Proverbs is telling us that though the 

call toward evil is indeed strong and pervasive, the call of wisdom, the call of God, the call to 

righteousness is also everywhere around us.  There will be many who will attempt to explain their 

excursions into sin and folly simply by saying, "it called out to me, I got confused and I followed.  

What else could I have done?" but that is never the whole truth because just as there is a voice 

calling us toward evil and foolishness, a voice that will lead us like a siren to our own destruction if 

we listen to it, there is also always another voice crying out.  The voice of wisdom- the voice of the 

holy spirit of God (we will talk a little more about that in a moment) and the voice of wisdom is 

calling us out of darkness and toward the light of the truth of God.  That voice is always just as 

present as the voice of temptation.  Which one will we hear and listen to?  I think the answer to that 

question is whichever one we are listening for!  If we listen for the voice of temptation we will hear 

it wherever we go and eventually it will probably confuse and overpower us.  But if we are listening 

for the voice of wisdom for the voice of God's Holy Spirit, we will always be able to hear it clear 
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and strong.  It will guide us in the paths of righteousness and life.  The all important question then is 

simply this: which voice do you want to listen for today? The Holy Spirit hasn't got laryngitis, but 

you might well have wax in your ears.  Pray and ask God to remove it so that you can hear his voice 

today and you will. I guarantee it. 

 

This understanding of the portions of Proverbs that we read this morning is underscored and 

confirmed by the way that chapter nine begins and ends.  At the beginning of the chapter we are 

told that wisdom calls "from the highest point in the city.  Let all who are simple come in here.'  She 

says to all who lack judgment, 'Come, eat my food.'"  At the end of the same chapter it says that 

folly "sits at the door of her house at the highest point in the city calling out, 'Let all who are simple 

come in here' she says to those who lack judgment.  'Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is 

delicious…'"  two voices, two choices.  It all depends on which voice you decide to listen to... 

  

Yesterday we saw the fruit of sexual immorality and it wasn't very pretty.  In fact anyone with half a 

brain who can see what the results of immorality will be will not be very attracted to it anymore.  

Well the fruits of listening to God's wisdom are very different.  Did you notice some of them as you 

read today?  "With me" says wisdom, "are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity."  That 

is not necessarily monetary wealth being talked about here.  We know that because the very next 

verse says the fruit of wisdom is better than gold or silver and also because the wealth is enduring.  

Money is not enduring.  Even if you get it and manage to hold on to it for the whole of your life (a 

trick which is getting harder and harder to accomplish these days) you lose it when you die.  You 

can't take it with you.  The wealth being talked about here is enduring.  It is the treasure in heaven 

that Jesus promised to all who would wholeheartedly follow him.  Peter says in his little letter near 

the end of the New Testament that this wealth is imperishable, undefileable and unfading.  It really 

lasts. 

 

At the very end of chapter eight, the wealth that wisdom brings is defined more closely.  Verse 35 

says that it is the "favor of the Lord".  In chapter nine the theme is carried out and another result of 

following wisdom is that by following it your days will be many and years will be added to your 

life. 

 

Let's stop there for just a moment because that last statement will illustrate for us once again the 

fact that the Proverbs are precepts but not promises.  It is certainly true that as my old professor 

used to say, "on a law of average basis" the righteous live longer than the wicked. (he by the way 

lived to be nearly 90).  But it is certainly not true that every single righteous person outlives every 

single wicked one.  Verse 35 of chapter 8 is a promise: whoever finds wisdom does receive the 

favor of the Lord.  We know that because it is a pledge that the scripture repeats over and over 

again from genesis to revelation. But the precept that the righteous will live long lives is not a 

promise, it is just a general principle by which we ought to live and which will usually be 

demonstrated across the board in the whole of humanity. 

 

Now, there is a very curious thing going on in chapter eight of Proverbs that Bible students down 

through the years have consistently noticed and remarked upon.  It has to do with the 

personification of wisdom that is evident in this chapter. Personification, if you will remember for a 

moment all of those awful days in high school English class, is the literary device that imbues a 

nonliving thing like the sun or moon or rocks, or an impersonal concept like wisdom with the traits 

and personality of a living being.  Poets use personification all the time to make inanimate things 
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speak as though they were people.  So here the poet uses personification to allow wisdom to speak 

as it were for itself.  And perhaps that is all that is going on here.  But there are a large number of 

Bible students who read this chapter and see something much more than that. I have an old 

commentary lying open before me as I speak this morning.  It was written by John Peter Lange, an 

old German Lutheran scholar.  Let me read you what he says about the description of wisdom in 

chapter 8.   

 

"Of a purely earthly and creature principle all this could not be asserted.  It is plainly not an abstract 

conception of moral philosophy, or any definition pertaining to the moral and intellectual conduct 

of men that is thus described, but something higher, a nature fundamentally identical with the 

divine providence, the activity of God in preserving and ruling the world,- a personal principle 

belonging to God's revelation of himself which is not essentially different from the logos of the new 

testament or the son of God."  Now just in case you are not an expert in translating the language of 

scholars to the common tongue of the rest of us who are accustomed to speaking with a bit more 

plainness, Lange is trying to say that the writer of the book of Proverbs is talking about Jesus Christ 

in his preincarnate existence with the father.  Jesus is wisdom.  He is the one who was there at the 

beginning, even before anything was created.  He is the one who was involved with the creation of 

the world that we live in.  Jesus was the "craftsman" at the side of the father who participated in the 

creation.  That by the way, is totally consistent with what the New Testament tells us both in the 

first chapter of the book of John and also in the first chapter of the book of Hebrews.  We may 

fairly say then that Jesus is the word of God and he is the wisdom of God. 

 

It is important to understand then that both the Old Testament and the New Testament teach 

(though in accordance with the concept of progressive revelation it is much clearer and easier to see 

in the New Testament) that Jesus Christ existed with God, because he was God, long before he was 

born as a human being to Mary in the city of Bethlehem.  The second chapter of the book of 

Philippians contains more clear and important teaching on this subject.  We will spend a good deal 

of time examining that part of God's word in a few weeks. 

 

As I noted when we began to talk together this morning, chapter 11 contains teaching on a wide 

variety of subjects.  A second reading of the chapter however will reveal that most of those topics 

can be subsumed under the heading of the characteristics and rewards of righteousness as opposed 

to the characteristics and rewards of wickedness.  Righteous people are established, delivered, and 

prospered by God.  Wicked people are trapped by their own devices, disappointed and brought 

down to nothing.  Verse 21 kind of sums it all up for us with these words: "be sure of this: the 

wicked will not go unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free." 

 

Some of the Proverbs here are extremely picturesque.  They paint pictures in your head that are 

provocative and at times downright humorous.  Like this one: "like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a 

beautiful woman who shows no discretion." or this one "he who brings trouble on his family will 

inherit only wind..." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 40 DAY 3       PROVERBS 13,14,15 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Proverbs chapters 13-15 as we continue our 

week with the wisest man in history.  Once again, for those of you who expected to read chapter 12 

today, we already read that chapter in one of the early weeks of our reading program. 

 

These chapters fall in the middle of a section of Solomon’s Proverbs that is pretty eclectic in nature. 

 By that I mean that in these chapters there is no one dominant theme like we have seen in some of 

the others.  While I suppose it would be fairly accurate to say that they are all about wisdom, that is 

not the one dominant theme here as it was in chapters 8 and nine. Though righteousness is 

mentioned as frequently as wisdom in these three chapters, it is not really dominant either.  Two 

days ago you will remember that the theme of sexual purity was woven throughout our reading and 

was its main focus.  Here, in these three chapters we are moving back and forth between at least a 

dozen distinct themes, some of which are mentioned only once or twice, and others of which come 

back to our attention time and time again.  Let me see if I can pull things together for us by 

attempting to identify the main themes under which nearly all of the material in chapters 13-15 

falls. 

 

The most frequent topic of discussion here can be identified as a comparison between the thinking 

and actions of a fool and the thinking and actions of a wise person.  There are multiple verses in 

each of the three chapters dealing with this subject. Here are the characteristics of a wise person that 

emerge in today's reading: he listens to his father's instruction (13:1); he takes advice (13:10), he 

acts out of knowledge (13:16), he walks with others who are wise and therefore gains more wisdom 

(13:20), she is preoccupied with building her house (14:1), exercises discernment (14:6) and spends 

time thinking and reflecting on her actions (14:8), he fears the Lord (we have encountered that 

phrase over and over again in this book and need to spend a little time later examining it more 

carefully) and shuns evil (14:16), and exercises patience (14:29).  chapter 15 tells us that the wise 

man or woman calms quarrels (v.18), brings joy to their parents (v.20), and keeps a straight course 

(v.21)- that it shows consistency in their actions.  These are the characteristics of wisdom.  If you 

can look at your own life and find these qualities then you are doing well indeed. 

 

Solomon also describes for us the characteristics of a fool.  Here they are.  From chapter 13: an 

unwillingness to listen to rebuke (v.1), an attitude of pride that lends itself to quarreling (v.10), a 

pattern of acting foolishly (16), a heart that hates turning away from known evil (19), a habit of 

choosing the wrong kind of friends- ones who are known to be fools themselves (v.20).  In chapter 

14 the list continues.  Fools are people who:  tear down their own families by their word and their 

actions (v.1), think that asking for forgiveness when they have wronged another is a stupid thing to 

do (v.9), believe anything that they are told without taking time to finds out what the facts really are 

(v15), and get angry and lose their tempers easily (v16).  In chapter 15 the fool’s characteristics are 

evident in people who stir up dissension (v.18), despise their parents (v.20), and display a lack of 

judgment (v.21).  

 

Now I am very sure that no one listening to this tape today could be classified as a very big fool.  I 

know that simply because no fool would spend forty weeks consistently doing devotions in the 

word of God and faithfully listening to me talk about the Bible every morning.  A fool might start 

that, but if he or she kept it up for 40 weeks I seriously doubt that they would remain in the class of 

humanity that can be said to be foolish for very much of that time.  There- have I enhanced your self 
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image?  Great!  Now having said that, it is quite clear to me that all of us - especially me - could 

stand to be a whole lot wiser and a lot less foolish than we are at present.  If you are doing the 

digging deeper section of the study this morning, I want you to go back through this tape and write 

out the characteristics of a wise person and a foolish person as Solomon has described them for us 

and then I want you to work through the lists to identify the areas of wisdom that you need to 

strengthen and the areas of foolishness that you need to correct.  Then ask God to help you today to 

work on these items.  I know that he will do that and that as a result each one of us today can take 

steps toward becoming a wiser person than we are right now. 

 

The results of being wise or foolish are clearly noted by Solomon.  Those who embrace wisdom are 

crowned with knowledge.  They become a fountain of life to others turning them from the snares of 

death and are led upward through life toward God.  Fools on the other hand have a very hard time 

learning anything.  They inherit folly and their path takes them down to the grave. 

 

There is of course a very close connection between being wise and being righteous in the book of 

Proverbs.  One leads to the other and while they are not exactly the same, from the point of view of 

the scripture, you cannot be wise without being righteous and you cannot be righteous without 

becoming wise and therein lies a very important truth.  These two attributes are connected but the 

path to wisdom lies through righteousness and not the other way around.  This is important.  Think 

about it carefully with me for a minute or two. 

 

Before I really understood this, I was one of a great many people in our society who operated on the 

assumption that if you just became wise enough, that is if you accumulated enough knowledge, you 

would certainly also become good. (we will, by the way have opportunity to think about this very 

same subject again when we read what Solomon wrote in the book of ecclesiasts).  I used to be 

consumed with a tremendous passion to learn because I thought that if I just became educated 

enough, then I would be able to figure out my own life and I would also be able to help other people 

solve the problems they were facing.  I quit high school and went to college early.  I read several 

books every day.  I wanted to learn everything there was to learn.  When I got to college I majored 

in philosophy.  I wanted to think with the big boys and I was in a hurry.  I took extra courses and 

finished college at the ripe old age of 19.  The next stop was going to be a PhD in philosophy from 

one of the most prestigious universities in our country and I took the necessary steps to begin that 

course of study.  But a funny thing happened on the way to the head of the class.  The further I got 

toward the top of the academic ladder the more clearly I saw that the people who were up there just 

ahead of me were not nearly as put together as I expected them to be.  Not only did they not have all 

the answers that produced knowledge and therefore goodness, they did not seem to act any more 

righteously than most of the people that I had passed on my quest for academic achievement.  You 

see I had made the same mistake that thousands of others before me had made.  The mistake is as 

old as Plato. (Actually it’s a lot older than him, but he articulated the thinking behind it so well, we 

can use him as a first class example of the error).  Plato said that the big problem with human 

beings is that they lack knowledge.  If you can just educate enough people to a high enough 

standard, then you will solve all of the problems of humanity.  The real enemy is ignorance because, 

he said, people will always act in their own best interests.  Therefore if you can just show them that 

it is always in their own best interests to act as best benefits the whole of society, they will certainly 

do it. You need to educate them, he says, to the fact that stealing something that belongs to another 

person is a bad idea because then it will encourage them to steal from someone else and pretty soon 

one of those others will turn around and steal from you.  Everybody loses.  Once people understand 
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that, they will stop stealing because they will have been educated to act in the path of enlightened 

self interest.  Education produces knowledge. Knowledge breeds wisdom and wisdom is the fount 

of goodness.  That's what Plato thought and what he taught.  And the whole of western civilization 

to one degree or another seems to have bought into that theory.  Unfortunately it’s a theory that 

doesn't work.  Look around you. The whole educational system of our society is built on Plato’s 

theory.  Do you think it's working? 

 

Here's the point.  Solomon understood it very very well.  Wisdom and knowledge and righteousness 

are all related.  But this is how it really works.  First comes righteousness.  Then comes wisdom and 

that brings knowledge.  If you do the right things (not because you understand them but because 

God says to do them) then you begin to understand (that's wisdom) and with wisdom comes the 

ability to easily and truly learn much more.  If you wait for a child to understand before you expect 

him to obey, he will never obey or understand.  But if you teach him (by your own example) to 

obey the commands of the Lord then both you and he will learn to understand and will gain both 

wisdom and knowledge in the process.  That is the reason that Solomon keeps saying the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  That is why our reading today ended with him saying "the fear of 

the Lord teaches a man wisdom".  The path to wisdom and knowledge lies through obedience to the 

word of God.  I don't know about you, but I really want to become a wise man.  I now know hope to 

achieve that end.  It comes by obeying the commands of God and by knowing the word. 

 

By the way, I do not want you to misunderstand anything that I have said.  I still love to learn and I 

still want to learn everything that I possibly can.  I no longer read at least one book every day but 

that is not because I would not like to do so. It is only because I don't have as much time to study as 

I did long ago. (When I’m on vacation I usually manage to recover my old habit).  But the 

difference is that my desire to learn now is subservient to my desire to please God by obeying his 

word and my conviction is that as I learn to know Him better and better through his word, I will 

become both a man of knowledge and wisdom and will experience the great blessing of being a 

person through whom others are in turn blessed and turned from the path that leads to death 

towards the path that leads them upward. 

 

Our time is gone now and I have only talked with you about two of the subjects covered in our 

reading today.  Let me just list the others so that if any of these topics are of importance to you right 

now, you will be able to look back through these chapters and find some very practical help for 

your life. 

 

Solomon spends time in all three of these chapters talking about the use of words and of the tongue. 

I know that is an important topic for most of us.  Pay attention to what he says.  

 

He also talks about our attitudes toward money and wealth in all three chapters.  Interestingly 

enough there is a pretty important investment strategy laid out in this passage.  It might keep you 

from making a big mistake if you heed it.  Again, all 3  

s talk about our response to discipline and advice and there is good instruction in chapters 13 and 

14 about parenting.  Industry, happiness, humility and pride, greed, and national policy all get a 

mention someplace in the reading, and twice we are reminded as we were yesterday that God sees 

everything that we do.  "The eyes of the Lord are everywhere keeping watch on the good and the 

wicked." 

This is Pastor Soper have a great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 40 DAY 4       PROVERBS 17, 18, 19 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper. Today we read Proverbs 17, 18, and 19.  Once again, 

Solomon’s wisdom has ranged over a wide array of topics and subjects.  Again today I have jotted 

down my own little classification system and come up with more than a dozen different subjects 

about which we receive instruction here.  

 

It is because of the way that Solomon bounces from one topic to another that many have decided 

that the best way to profit from the book of Proverbs is to lay it out in a topical arrangement.  They 

decide upon a fairly inclusive classification system and then move through the book placing each 

verse into the appropriate cubby hole.  Then they come back and look at all of the verses they have 

filed under each subject heading.  Not very long ago a man by the name of George Santa took the 

classic commentary on the book of Proverbs produced in the 19th century by Charles Bridges.  He 

sorted the whole book into six large categories which were then subdivided again into smaller sub 

classifications.  His idea was to encourage the reader today to find out everything that Proverbs has 

to say about who and what I am, about my relationship to God, about my relationship to others, 

about my testings, the institutions to which I am responsible and about several other subjects of 

import like fools and money.  In the large category of my relationship to others for example, he 

found 3 subcategories: my family and friends, my appearance and my Christian walk.  This method 

of studying Proverbs is I believe both valid and valuable and you may wish at some point in the 

future to go back to this book and study it in just this way.  You don't need, by the way, to use 

Santa’s categories.  You can do just what we have done yesterday and today and discover your own. 

 

Another way in which many have sought to deal with the "scattershot" nature of the book of 

Proverbs is by reading it in smaller but very regular doses.  I know a great many people who 

endeavor to read through this book every month or every few months by reading one chapter each 

day of the month.  (31 chapters makes the book quite convenient for that scheme). Each time they 

read through the book they look for one verse or subject in each chapter that catches their attention 

and particularly speaks to them.  They then focus for that day on that one truth that has emerged and 

do not worry too much about all of the other things that are taught in the same chapter.  They can 

take this attitude because they know that next month (or very soon anyway) they will be reading the 

same chapter again and will have opportunity to see a different teaching or truth and work on it.  

That is also a proven method for dealing with the incredible diversity of teaching in this great book 

of scripture. 

 

Our main goal this week is to give you an overall feel for the breadth of this book and to provide 

you with an opportunity to read through it at least one time.  Do not be concerned that you have not 

mastered or even kept up with every subject that it has introduced.  Just relax and focus on the few 

things that have "popped out" at you in our tour.  Concentrate upon learning from them.  There will 

be plenty of other opportunities to encounter the wisdom of Solomon in the future. 

 

I guess that the first thing that I would like to explore with you this morning from these chapters 

relates to what they teach us about God.  Most of the verses in the book of Proverbs concern 

practical issues of day to day life in the world of men and affairs.  There is not much time spent in 

this entire book teaching theology proper and telling us what God is like. Nevertheless, we need to 

clearly understand that even though Solomon does not spend too much time talking directly about 

God and His ways with men, he never forgets that God is there, and a consciousness of both who 
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God is and of how God responds to the righteousness or the foolishness of men is never very far 

beneath the surface of his words and thoughts.  Several times already in our reading of Proverbs 

before today we have seen little notices that God is watching, that He knows what is going on with 

regard to both the actions and the motives of mankind.  That awareness confronts us again this 

morning right at the beginning of chapter 17.  It says: The crucible for silver and the furnace for 

gold, but the Lord tests the heart.  You use the crucible and the furnace not only to purify the 

precious metals of gold and silver but to test them to prove that they are genuine.  Well just as a 

wise business man wants to know that the silver and gold are for real, so God is busy testing the 

hearts. 

 

This is a pretty important concept. We tend to be very concerned about what a person does.  

Sometimes we know that people will do the right things for the wrong reasons, but since we are not 

able to see into their hearts and judge their motives, our tendency is (and ought generally to be) to 

not worry about the motives of others and simply concentrate upon their actions. That is what a 

human being does.  But God is not a human being.  He knows the motives as well as the actions 

and if we do all the right things outwardly but our inner motives are false or wrong,  God knows 

that and he holds us accountable for our motives as well as our actions.  Think about that for a 

minute.  Just how pure are your motives?  Well, I cannot know anything about your motives, but I 

am somewhat aware of my own and I have to tell you this morning that far more often than I would 

ever like to admit they are anything but pure.  Every once in a while I go to church not because I 

want to enter into the worship of my Lord and heavenly father but because I know that I am 

expected to do that and if I didn't show up people would think less of me.  (I also might not get 

paid!!)  There are times when on the outside I appear to be listening patiently and sympathetically to 

someone else's woes when deep down in my heart I’m saying, "would you please get this over with. 

 I want to go home and rest now!"  In fact if the truth be told I probably have mixed motives much 

if not most of the time.  It is a sobering thing to know that God not only knows my actions but 

weighs my motives as well. 

 

As is the case with most of the rest of the book of Proverbs, these chapters had a fair bit to say 

about the way you and I use our tongue and our words.  What it says is pretty convicting stuff.  I'm 

sure you noticed some of what Solomon says.  He talks several times in the book and again in 

chapter 17 about the damage done by "lying lips".  When our children were little I remember my 

wife teaching them a scripture chorus that her sister had written about how much God hates "lying 

lips".  He does, you know, and it is not only children who have them but a good many adults as well 

and even a good many Christian parents who from time to time employ them as a way to get out of 

a jam or to cut a corner here or there.  God hates lying lips because they are one of the most 

devastating tools for evil that satan ever employs.  Let's be sure that we are not the possessors of 

lying lips. 

 

Gossip or the unnecessary spreading of negative information about other people gets a mention or 

two in our reading today. It is one of the greatest and gravest sins of the church today.  How many 

times have you and I spread derogatory information about other people for no good reason at all 

except to be sensational or to show how much we are "in the know."  I have been guilty and so have 

some of you and in so doing we have used our tongues in a most wicked and destructive manner.  

Such things ought not to be in the church of Christ! 

 

Sometimes the wise man reminds us, silence is really golden.  Even a fool, he says, is thought to be 
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wise if he holds his tongue.  Fools who use their tongues too much on the other hand, find that their 

mouths bring about much strife and ultimately their own undoing. 

 

Solomon has some things to say about money and once again for the third time in his book he 

comes back to the subject of becoming surety for someone else's debt and for the third time he says 

that is a bad idea.  Do not do it. 

 

It would appear that while poor people have a special place in the heart of God and certainly in the 

heart of the Lord Jesus Christ as we have seen from our readings of the gospels, lazy people are an 

entirely different matter.  If poverty is the result of laziness as opposed to other legitimate factors, 

then it is nothing but a curse that we have brought down upon ourselves and we ought not to expect 

any special consideration from either God or man.  The Bible continually urges the righteousness of 

helping the poor and the helpless, the weak, the sick, the stranger, the widows and orphans and the 

helpless and oppressed of all sorts get special notice by God and by those whom truly serve him.  

But if we are lazy it is a completely different situation.  "Laziness brings on deep sleep and the 

shiftless man,"  Solomon says, "goes hungry." 

 

There is a great deal of wisdom in this book and in the portions that we have read today which deals 

with the subject of marriage and family relationships.  Chapter 17 begins with one of those more 

picturesque Proverbs "better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting with 

strife."  Righteous spouses, children and grandchildren are to be seen as a precious gift from God 

more valuable than anything else that can be imagined.  Quarreling spouses and rebellious children 

are on the other hand the greatest sources of grief and trouble that can be imagined.  (I believe that 

Solomon in his polygamous household could speak with just as much authority as his father David 

on this subject).  Verse 18 of chapter 19 seems especially significant to me on this point.  It says 

"discipline your son for in that there is hope.  Do not be a willing party to his death." Remember 

Aaron’s sons- Nadab and Abihu, and Eli’s sons, and the sons of Samuel and the sons of David: 

Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah.  They all had one thing in common.  They had over indulgent (and 

probably overly busy) fathers and all of them died before the Lord because of their rebelliousness.  I 

want you to know today that really frightens me. 

 

There is more in these chapters on the subjects of wise men and fools and on the topic of the 

righteous and the wicked. More on doing justice and about how important it is to God and on how 

to handle disputes and quarrelling people and about what God thinks of people who cause 

dissension.  You will have to read these chapters fifty or sixty times over the period of several years 

before you will be able to begin to think that you have really seen most of the things that they have 

to teach us, but I’m sure that today we made a good beginning.  This is Pastor Soper.  You have a 

great day and I’ll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

Dd."Decisions by the lot or by God's word?"  Santa, a modern study of the book of Proverbs,  

p.352-353 
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WEEK 40 DAY 5                                PROVERBS 20,22 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning you read Proverbs 20 and 22 and have finished 

a week with the wisest man in history.  Once again in the passages that we read today, we were 

confronted with a wide variety of subjects presented to us in a series of loosely connected Proverbs. 

 The sayings reported to us in the last part of chapter 22 apparently do not originate with Solomon 

himself, but with other sages.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, however, they are collected 

and placed here for our edification.  If anything, in the two chapters we read today, there were even 

more topics dealt with than in our other readings this week.  I am almost at a loss even trying to 

group these Proverbs together under topical headings. 

 

Let me begin today by pointing out some of the Proverbs that deal with subjects that we have not 

yet talked about this week. 

 

The very first bit of wisdom that we encountered in chapter 20 deals with a subject that is a whole 

lot less prominent in scripture than you might have expected.  Given the fact that overindulgence in 

the imbibing of alcoholic beverages is not a new vice for mankind, the Bible has surprisingly little 

to say about it.  The first mention of drunkenness, you may remember, is found in the story of 

Noah, who at some point after the flood drank himself into a drunken stupor and fell asleep naked 

in his tent.  Sometime after that, lot's daughters in one of the more sordid chapters of God's word 

got their father drunk.  What followed was not good.  Drunkenness then is reported throughout the 

word of God and always in such a way that we are left with no illusions about the fact that it is a 

bad thing.  Here we are told that wine is a mocker and beer a brawler.  (It says that because drunken 

people so often become aggressive and violent.)  The New Testament also says several times that 

drunkenness is a terrible sin and one that we ought to avoid. 

 

Fools, Solomon says, get led astray by alcohol.  The abuse of alcoholic beverages is something we 

need to avoid at all costs. Having said all of this, the Bible never commands us to maintain total 

abstinence but it definitely demands very careful guard on how we use a substance that can be so 

easily abused.  I am sure that for many, if not most of us, total abstinence would be a very good 

idea, but I cannot tell you this morning that scripture demands that.  We need to be careful to 

always say everything that the scripture says and we need to be equally careful not to say more than 

the scripture says.  Where it stops, we also need to stop. 

 

Solomon also reminds us that we ought to rely upon a man not just because of what he says he will 

do, but because of what he actually demonstrates.  "Many a man claims to have unfailing love but a 

faithful man, who can find."  In other words, words are cheap, but actions are the keys.  A wise man 

or woman will be very happy to hear words of fidelity and commitment from others but wisdom 

demands a certain amount of healthy skepticism about such claims until there is opportunity for the 

words to be confirmed by actions that are consistent with the claims.  We all need to remember that 

it is not by our words that we will be judged or remembered, but by our actions.  In fact, Solomon 

says, even a child is known by his actions, by whether his conduct is pure and right.  

 

I am very sure right now that there are literally hundreds of people who are trying to decide whether 

I am for real or not (and they're watching you too).  The decisions they make will have very little to 

do with what I have said.  It will have everything to do with what I have done -- even a child is 

known by his actions. 
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There are several parables here that have to do with kings.  We have a little window into the mind 

of King Solomon.  He tells us about a few of the characteristics of a good king.  The one that gets 

the most play here is that of discernment in judgment coupled with a firm commitment to justice 

that will in his words winnow or sift out all evil.  When a king sits in judgment, he needs to have a 

discerning eye to winnow out that evil.  That's what verse 8 of chapter 20 says.  In verse 26 he uses 

the same expression saying that "a wise king winnows out the wicked, he drives the threshing 

wheel over them."  that sounds pretty harsh and I guess that it's meant to because in the last verse of 

chapter 20 Solomon’s view of how to handle public offenders is stated, "blows and wounds cleanse 

away evil and beatings purge the inmost being."  This king at least believed in corporal punishment. 

 

Since we are talking about corporal punishment, we may as well note now that within the confines 

of the family, there is also a place for physical punishment albeit administered with love.  "Folly is 

bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of correction will drive it far from him."  I do not want 

to go on record as advising you to physically beat your children; that certainly is not what scripture 

is saying, but an occasional spanking administered carefully and in love when a child steps out of 

line will do more to build character in that boy or girl than to break it down. 

 

There is an interesting proverb at the very end of chapter 22 instructing us to not move any ancient 

boundary stone set up by our forefathers.  There is an almost identical warning in chapter 23, and 

back in chapter 15.  We were told not to move a widow's boundary stone.  The stones, of course, 

were the ancient equivalent of surveyor's stakes.  If you moved one, you were in effect stealing 

property from your neighbor. 

 

The award for the most picturesque Proverbs today goes to this one.  "Food gained by fraud tastes 

sweet to a man but he ends up with a mouth full of gravel." 

 

I was surprised to discover yet other -- (in fact two more) -- warnings against guaranteeing a loan 

for someone else -- this business of being a surety for others.  It is certainly not something God 

encourages for us. 

 

There are just two more Proverbs that I want us to look briefly at this morning.  The first is found in 

chapter 20.  In a rhetorical question, Solomon asks, "Who can say I have kept my heart pure.  I am 

clean and without sin?"  Romans 3:23 says, "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God."  

Both new and old testaments say, "There is no one who is righteous - no not one."  Solomon may 

have been the wisest man in all of history, but he knew very well that he was a sinner -- just like 

everyone else. 

 

The last proverb I want you to notice today is also found in chapter 20.  It says, "The lamp of the 

Lord searches the spirit of a man, it searches out his inmost being."  Whether the word "lamp" is 

meant to stand for the eye of the Lord or another word to signify the spirit of the Lord is not clear, 

but the truth that the Lord searches the spirits of human beings is one that you need to remember 

today and every other day as well. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  I trust that you have had a great week sitting at the feet of King Solomon.  

You have a great weekend and I’ll talk with you again on Monday. 

  


