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WEEK 38, DAY 1              2 Samuel 17-18, Psalm 41 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to week 38 of Know the Word.  Today you read 

2 Samuel 17-18 and Psalm 41.  We are in the process of reading about the terrible rebellion of 

Absalom against his father David.  There are a number of things that I want for us to think about 

here. 

 

First of all, I want for us to consider the incredible loyalty of the men who remained with King 

David.  Many did desert him -- the elders of Israel went over to Absalom, and perhaps most 

alarmingly Ahithophel, who had been one of David's chief advisors, had gone with Absalom.  Why 

he did it, what he had to gain, we just don't know.  Perhaps Absalom offered him a fortune -- I don't 

know -- but Ahithophel became a kind of Old Testament Judas.  Closely associated with David, he 

betrays him, and finally ends up by hanging himself.  Those are the disloyal ones, but many of 

David's close friends stayed loyal and the ones deserving of the highest praise are the ones who 

ventured back into the city of Jerusalem, feigning either neutrality or loyalty to Absalom.  Abiathar 

and Zadok the priests, you will remember, after taking the Ark of God out of the city, intending to 

go with David, returned and acted as though they were neutral, while in reality they were risking 

everything by organizing a spy network for the king their friend.  The man who took the biggest 

risks though, was surely Hushai, David's closest confidant.  At David's request, he met Absalom at 

the gate of the city, offering his services as counselor to the would-be king.  Here was one of 

David's best friends.  Absalom would surely be suspicious, and if Hushai's real purpose was ever 

discovered (he was there to contradict and confuse the dangerous counsel of Ahithophel) he would 

be killed on the spot.  But Hushai's loyalty to David was so strong that he willingly took on that 

risk.  The really impressive thing about these chapters is not that so many people abandoned David 

-- such things always happen when the crowd thinks that the wind has changed -- but that so many 

stayed loyal to David when it seemed as though they had nothing to gain from it. That is the really 

amazing thing.  Later on this week we are going to read about some of the others who stayed loyal 

to David -- the 30 mighty men and the three. 

 

If Psalm 41, which we also read this morning, dates to this period of David's life, then surely 

Ahithophel is the one that David is referring to when he says, "Even my close friend who I trusted, 

he who shared my bread, has lifted his heel against me."  Ahithophel and the elders of Israel and 

many others betrayed David, but there were many who stayed loyal and for these true friends David 

was most thankful. 

 

I have to admit to you this morning that I have a hard time justifying the deceit employed by Hushai 

in this matter.  The priests tell no lies -- they simply go about the business of being priests, and send 

what information they can glean on to David.  Hushai, on the other hand, is actively dissembling at 

every point along the way.  He professes allegiance to Absalom and then works to promote David's 

interests.  The biblical account never endorses Hushai's actions (but it does not condemn them 

either).  It simply reports them.  Hushai is a solid model of loyalty for us, but I am not convinced 

that we ought to learn anything from his methods. 
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Now there is an interesting question that arises there:  "Why did Absalom prefer the destructive 

advice of David's friend Hushai to the much better advice of Ahithophel?”  The first answer to that 

question, of course, is that it was the work of the Spirit of the Lord.  What a contrast between David 

and Absalom!  In the big crises of life, David has learned to send for the priest or the prophet and 

inquire of the Lord.  That is not a method that is even thought of in the camp of Absalom, and when 

he hears good advice from a man he does not recognize it as such.  Absalom is a foolish man, but a 

part of that foolishness is readily ascribed to the work of God's Spirit insuring that he will choose to 

believe the friend of David instead of the enemy of David.  How often throughout the pages of 

Scripture and the annals of the history of Christ's church have we found this very same thing.  In a 

moment when they could have been victorious, they make incredibly bad choices and they fail, 

because God has sent confusion to the minds of the evildoers.  If you are standing for God you do 

not need to be afraid of even the wisest of his enemies because God can easily turn them from 

wisdom to confusion.  He has a long history of doing just that. 

 

The part of Hushai's advice that may have been most appealing to Absalom is the part that projected 

him as the recognized leader of a national army.  In short, it was the part that appealed to his vanity. 

 The Bible says that “pride goes before a fall” and Absalom is a great example of that fearful truth.  

Now I know that I am conjecturing here, because the account does not specifically tell us what it 

was about this part of Hushai's plan that ensnared him, but what we have been reading about 

Absalom does alert us to his overweening pride -- the 50 men who ran before his chariot to 

announce his coming, the belief that he could govern better than his honored father, the willingness 

to believe that the whole nation would reject David in favor of Absalom, the incredible arrogance of 

lying with his father's concubines.  Then there is the matter of the monument he had erected to his 

own greatness and glory.  This man had an ego the size of a small planet!! And that is probably why 

Hushai's advice snared him.  He could just see himself leading a huge army into battle and returning 

victorious as the new warrior king who had just beaten the old warrior king.  So Absalom buys 

Hushai's plan and delays, thus giving David the critical time needed to escape and regroup. 

 

William Blake, the old Scottish commentator who writes so effectively on these Old Testament 

passages, makes a really interesting observation at this point.  He reminds his readers of the New 

Testament words of Jesus about having a single eye that will fill a person with light.  Even though 

Jesus was expressing Himself on a spiritual level about spiritual men, Blake says it works in the 

secular world just as effectively.  If Absalom had a single eye he would have cared about only one 

thing: securing the throne.  But Absalom also cared about something else -- he wanted the world to 

know how great he really was.  Because he was pursuing both goals, he allowed the primary goal -- 

that of becoming the undisputed king of Israel -- to be clouded by another goal -- securing the 

throne in the most flattering way possible to his own inflated ego. 

 

Had Absalom taken Ahithophel's counsel, David would not have had the time to organize his forces 

and plan a strategy.  Hushai's cunning counsel saved King David's throne.  All of that is true from 

the human level.  It is equally true, however, that running right through this account from first to 

last, just beneath the surface, but close enough for us to easily see, is the finger of God at work.  It is 

unmistakable.  The doctrine of the Providence of God -- the supernatural ordering of events so that 
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all things work out for the good of his servants and the glory of God -- is just as easily seen in these 

events in David's life as it is in the life of Joseph, where we initially discovered it.  God is sovereign 

and He is at work.  He moves the key players who come to the defense of their embattled king.  

Because God is at work, Absalom really believes that Hushai is on his side, and believes that 

Hushai's advice is somehow better than that of Ahithophel.  God is at work on the battlefield, 

striking fear and confusion upon the larger army of the rebel king, and even directing the footsteps 

of a donkey toward a particular tree in the woods with a forked branch just about the height of 

Absalom's neck.  David's loyal men win the battle -- but the finger of God Almighty is all too 

evident in the account! 

 

In the Mosaic Law, there is a particular penalty that is to be visited upon a child who rebels against 

his parents.  He is to be stoned to death!  The Jewish writers tell us that this penalty was never 

actually inflicted, but the way they buried Absalom -- throwing his mutilated body into a pit and 

heaping up a pile of stones on top of it -- was probably intended to reflect that Mosaic rule.  It was 

meant to say, ‘This is what happens to sons who rebel against and dishonor their parents.’ 

 

It would not be hard to find some pretty relevant things to say here to both children and parents.  

Absalom's persistent disobedience of his parents probably started very early in his life.  David may 

not have always been the wisest of fathers, but he undeniably loved his son deeply.  Even when he 

sees the runners returning from the battlefield, his first question is not, “Did we win,” but “What 

happened to Absalom?”  He had always treated Absalom better than he deserved.  In the end, 

rebellious children become rebellious adults, and they reap the fruit of what they sow.  It is a very 

bitter fruit. 

 

The lesson to parents is equally clear.  At a hundred points -- a thousand places along the way – 

David, like Samuel and Eli before him, had failed to restrain and discipline his son.  A life of 

pampering had built in Absalom an ego that really had come to believe that the whole universe 

revolved around him.  Having never been restrained, he became impossible to restrain.  Absalom's 

half-brother Solomon would later pen these words, possibly with his older sibling in mind: "Train 

up a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 



 

 
 
 4 

WEEK 38, DAY 2            Psalm 35-37 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Psalm 35, 36 and 37.  If you have been 

keeping a careful record, you will remember that you read Psalm 36 several weeks ago, but I 

wanted you to read it again because of the first paragraph which provides for us a very pithy and 

succinct summary of the life of Absalom, the much-loved rebellious son of David.  We will look at 

that Psalm again in just a moment.  Psalm 36 is surrounded - (obviously) - by Psalms 35 and 37.  

None of them have superscriptions which describe for us exactly the historical circumstances under 

which they came to be written, but there are some traditions associated with Psalm 35 that link it to 

the period of David's life that we have just studied, when, during Absalom's rebellion, he was 

forced to flee from Jerusalem with a small army of loyalists, and then had to wait to see if God 

would restore to him the throne of Israel, or give it to his godless and rebellious son.  Taken 

together, these three Psalms give us some marvelous insights, not only into what happened at this 

dark time in David's life, but also into the heart of the exiled king and the measure of his faith in 

God. 

 

Let's try to pull together some of what we read this morning.  

 

First, think with me about Psalm 35.  The thing that hurts David the most as he thinks about his 

enemies here, is that their apparent hatred of him is, in his words, "without cause."  In verse 7, he 

says, “They hid their net for me without cause, and without cause dug a pit for me."  (If Absalom's 

rebellion is the setting of this Psalm, then God quite literally answered the prayer of his servant, 

who asked that his rivals fall themselves into the pit they had dug for him.  Absalom's body was 

thrown into a pit in the forest.)  In verse 19, David goes back to the same theme again.  "Let not 

those gloat over me who are my enemies without cause," and, "who hate me without reason."  ‘I 

could handle this a lot better,’ David prays, ‘if I had somehow wronged the people who are 

attacking me.  But I haven't.’  This whole rebellion is "without cause."  In this circumstance, we will 

sometimes find ourselves elbow to elbow with David, Joseph, our Lord Himself, and a host of 

God's people down through the ages.  And in that predicament, our response should mirror that of 

the old king who cried out for God's deliverance and put his trust in Him. 

 

Here is what David prayed for:   

 

1) He asked God to contend with those who fought against him -- that happened.  

 

 2) He asked for God to encourage his heart -- that prayer was answered, in the people that rallied to 

David's cause, and in those who provided him with necessary supplies and food, willingly and 

graciously.   

 

3) He asked for those who sought his life to be put to shame -- that too was done.   

 

4) He asked for their paths to be dark and slippery with the angel of the Lord pursing them -- that's a 

bit obscure, but I think we can put a check mark here, as Absalom listened to the advice of Hushai 
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as opposed to Ahithophel.   

 

5) David prayed for their plan to backfire, so that they get entangled in their own nets and fall into a 

pit like the one they dug for him.  Absalom's burial plot seems to fit that request to a "T".   

 

6) He prays for all who gloat over his distress to be put to shame and confusion.  Again, Hushai's 

victory over Ahithophel is the answer to the prayer.   

 

7) And finally in Psalm 35, David asks that those who delight in his vindication might have 

opportunity to shout for gladness.  That too was answered as David returned to the city of 

Jerusalem, a bit later, to the cheers of his men, his troops and the people.   

 

What can be learned from all of this?  Just this: When you are in a desperate situation and it seems 

that all there is left for you to do is to cry out to God in prayer, you need to know that that is not a 

position of weakness, because God is a God who hears and answers prayers, even desperate ones. 

 

While the Psalm fits well enough with the experiences that we know David had during the time of 

Absalom's rebellion, it also "fits" the experience of our Lord Himself.  Listen again to some of what 

it says: "Ruthless witnesses have come forward.  They question me on things I know nothing about. 

 They repay evil for good and leave my soul forlorn.  When I stumbled, they gathered in glee.  

Attackers gathered against me when I was unaware.  They slandered me without ceasing.  Like the 

ungodly they maliciously mocked.  They gnashed their teeth at me."  That is a prayer that our Lord 

might easily have prayed. 

 

The reason I wanted you to read Psalm 36 again (you read it the last time back in Week 28) is 

because its description of the wicked man is such a good description of the man Absalom.  Here is 

the list of characteristics of an evil man:   

 

1) He has no fear of God.  The very reason that David would not lift his hand against King Saul was 

because he feared God and was determined to let God decide who should be king and when. 

Knowing that we are ultimately accountable to God is a very sobering thing, and that is what living 

in the fear of God is all about.  Absalom had no fear of God, and did not believe himself 

accountable to God.  That is the mark of a wicked man.   

 

2) David says a wicked man is one who flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin.  That's a 

great description of Absalom.  When you flatter yourself enough, you begin to believe your own 

lies.  Absalom spent years telling the Israelites, ‘If only I were the judge of Israel, things would be 

very different around here.’  At first it was just a ploy to trick the people into wanting him to be 

king instead of his father.  By the end, I think he really believed that David was a bad king and he 

would be a great one.  There is only one thing more dangerous than the flattery of other people, and 

that is our own flattery of ourselves.  Tell enough lies and you'll finally start believing them.   

 

3) Wicked people tell other people lies -- you just can't trust anything they say.  "Father" said 
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Absalom, "I made a vow to the Lord that I would offer sacrifices at Hebron."  It was just a lie.   

 

4) Wicked people cease being wise -- they become fools -- their judgment is increasingly bad.  

Absalom began as a very wise and cunning man.  By the time of the rebellion, he is making one bad 

decision after another.  The classic 20th century example of this is Adolf Hitler.  He was cunning 

and wise at first, always self-serving, always deceitful -- but smart.  But he too ceased to be wise.  

He became a fool.   

 

5) Finally, he stops doing any good things, and spends 24 hours a day plotting evil.  Psalm 36 ends 

with this sentence, "See how the evildoers lie fallen -- thrown down, not able to rise!"  That pretty 

well sums up the life of Absalom, doesn't it? 

 

Psalm 37, the last of the three I asked you to read, puts everything in perspective so beautifully.  

When your back is to the wall and the enemy is pressing hard against you, when you know the only 

thing you can do is to pray and you are ready to do that, how do you pray?  How do you adjust your 

attitude and move from fear to faith? 

 

There is no way of knowing whether David wrote Psalm 37 before or after the rebellion of 

Absalom, but the Psalm itself tells us that he wrote it as an old man.  The truths it contains, 

however, are without question the ones he was reminding himself of while he waited beside the city 

gate for the troops to return from the battlefield.  It is a ‘Wisdom Psalm’ -- very much like the 

literature we find in the Book of Proverbs -- and like several other Psalms, it is an acrostic -- each 

verse beginning with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet so that it will be easy to memorize and 

remember.  You can almost see David pacing the wall and muttering the words of the Psalms as he 

ticks off each successive stanza.  It contains a six-step formula that will take us, as it did David, 

from fear to faith:  

 

1) Step one: Do not fret because of evil men -- they are not going to last.  They will wither like 

grass and disappear.   

 

2) Trust in the Lord and do good.   

 

3) Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desire of your heart.  What a great promise! 

  

 

4) Commit your way to the Lord -- He'll make your righteousness shine forth like the dawn.   

 

5) Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him.   

 

6) Refrain from anger and turn away from wrath. 

 

It's a great formula. Believe me, it works. I've used it many times! 
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There are a couple of other things you may have missed in Psalm 37.  Let me quickly point them 

out before our time expires.  Did you notice that it contains the third Beatitude? "Blessed are the 

meek for they shall inherit the earth."  You didn't know, did you, that Jesus took it from this Psalm? 

 As you become more and more familiar with the Old Testament, you will recognize the sources of 

more and more of the words of Christ.  I guarantee that it will enrich your understanding of 

Scripture.  The next time you read the Beatitudes and wonder what it means to be ‘meek,’ come 

back to the source of the words -- Psalm 37 -- and you will understand. 

 

One last thought -- a tremendously comforting observation by the Psalmist: "I was young and now I 

am old. Yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread."  If you do 

commit your ways to Him, He will establish your steps. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 38, DAY 3                2 Samuel 19-20 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Samuel 19 and 20 and encountered David's 

grief -- his extraordinary grief -- over Absalom's death, the steps taken to restore David's throne, and 

yet another rebellion, this time by an Israelite (as opposed to a son of Judah) named Sheba.  The 

steadiness and ruthlessness of Joab is once again seen in these two chapters. 

 

I have to tell you this morning that I do not like this hard-boiled, vengeful, practical military man 

named Joab.  I don't like him at all.  I don't think that there is much, if any, spirituality in him, but 

he is one of the only really consistent characters in these two books of Old Testament history.  He is 

methodical, really predictable, and whatever we think about his methods, his unwavering loyalty to 

David seems unquestionable.  He sometimes obeys David and sometimes, (when he thinks David 

has made a poor decision like, ‘Don't hurt Absalom’,) he disobeys the king, but always he is loyal to 

what he believes are David's very best interests, probably because he is sure they are also Joab's best 

interests. 

 

It is Joab who confronts David, as he mourns for his dead son in a way that cheapens the 

commitment of his troops and the risks and accomplishments gained by them for the express 

purpose of restoring him to the throne of the nation.  His words are blunt -- almost brutal – ‘You 

obviously cared more for that no-good rebellious son than for all of the loyal subjects, soldiers and 

officers who put their lives on the line for you.  You'd rather all of us were dead and Absalom alive 

-- listen David, if you really want your throne back, and make no mistake, right now that is not a 

sure thing, you'd better get your act together and you'd better do it right now.’  No one else (except 

Nathan the prophet) could talk to David that way, but Joab could, and he did! And it worked.  

David snapped out of it.  Joab is the hero. 

 

After hearing Joab's counsel, David was roused to action, and the necessary steps are taken to 

communicate his appreciation to the troops and his willingness to return to Jerusalem and allow 

‘by-gones to be by-gones’, even with regard to the people who had defected to Absalom's side. 

 

There are a lot of bridges to be repaired, and the author of Samuel lets us in on a few of the "fence-

mending" missions.  Of particular interest are those of Mephibosheth and Shimei, the remaining 

relatives of Saul.  To Shimei, David shows grace, and for the second time he spares the man who 

hurled curses and stones down upon him as he fled the city of Jerusalem.  Mephibosheth meets 

David to plead that his servant, to whom David granted all of Mephibosheth's goods and lands 

when he gave supplies to David and said that his master had betrayed David's interests, was a liar.  

Mephibosheth, (who, you will remember, was Jonathan's son,) said that Ziba his servant betrayed 

him -- tricked him -- and left him behind.  David's response to Mephibosheth is somewhat curious.  

He simply divides the goods between the master and servant, either because he could not decide 

who was telling the truth, or because he believed Mephibosheth, but still felt he owed Ziba for the 

help he gave in David's darkest hour. 

 

Barzillai the Gileadite didn't need to be reconciled to David.  He was the patriarch of another nation 
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who had been generous and helped David during the rebellion.  David wanted to return the 

kindness and reward him with an honored place at the exciting court in Jerusalem.  The old man 

basically said, "I'm old and I can't hear the music.  I can't taste the food.  I just want to go home."  

And he did. 

 

Now, the two things that these two chapters leave us to think about this morning are the enormous 

grief David showed over Absalom's death, and the ill fated rebellion of Sheba who apparently saw 

an opportunity to rekindle the discontent of those who had followed Absalom, and separate Israel 

from Judah.  It is important to note this sentiment, because it will help us to understand the division 

of the country that took place later when the sons of Solomon divided the kingdom.  From very 

early in the Kingdom Period, the union between Judah and Israel was tenuous at best.  Before he 

was the King of Israel, David was the king who reigned for seven years over the Kingdom of Judah 

(and for a portion of that time, Ish-Bosheth reigned in Israel).  Now Sheba seeks to re-separate the 

two.  It is Joab, and the mighty men of whom we will read a little later, who solve that problem by 

returning to Jerusalem with the head of Sheba, obtained for them by a wise woman of the city of 

Able ??? who would rather murder a rebel than allow her city to be sacked. 

 

In the meantime, Joab also deals with Amasa, who had commanded the forces of Absalom, but 

delayed when David gave him a chance to redeem himself by capturing Sheba.  Joab didn't trust 

Amasa, and acted with his methodical predictability.  He killed him. 

 

Well, that leaves us with David grieving over Absalom.  Let's see if we can shed some light in that 

direction.  From one point of view, there is no explanation necessary.  David was Absalom's father, 

and good son or bad seed, he loved him nonetheless.  If your son died an ignominious death, even if 

it was in an effort to unseat you, your grief would be profound and deep.  David's was. But there 

might be a great deal more here.  It is also possible that the depth of David's grief is traceable to the 

greatness of the damage Absalom had caused to the family and the nation, and the sure and certain 

knowledge on David's part that he had greatly contributed to making Absalom the evil scoundrel 

that he was.  Part of David's grief was unquestionably the work of a condemning spirit.  His 

conscience convicted him, and for days on end he sat with head in hands saying, "It's all my fault.  I 

should be the one who is dead.  I did this." 

 

There is yet one more possibility.  When the son of David and Bathsheba died, the king arose, 

washed his face, ordered a meal, ended his mourning and went about his business – but not here.  

You will remember in that instance he said, ‘He cannot return to me, but I will go to him.’  While I 

cannot guarantee it, that remark might well indicate that David believed his son was in heaven and 

took great comfort from that.  If that's true, then the reason for David's overwhelming grief here is 

obvious.  The infant who had done no wrong nor understood the difference between good and bad, 

right and wrong, was in heaven, but Absalom most assuredly was not!!  David's grief was great 

because Absalom was in a place of judgment, and he would not see him again.  This is all pretty 

speculative, mind you, because David did not know all the things that you and I know about heaven 

and hell -- (even those terms would be foreign to him -- they are New Testament terms).  

Revelation is progressive.  By that we mean that God does not reveal everything at once, but a little 
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at a time, and the earlier you look in revelation history, the less you will be able to find clearly 

developed understandings of any Biblical theme. 

 

The Old Testament understanding of ‘life after death’ was somewhat limited.  David did know (as 

did Job before him and others) that physical death did not "end it all."  Even though there was a 

group of Jews even in Jesus day (the Sadducees) who did not believe in life after death -- 

(remember the controversy that Paul started when he was arrested in the temple simply by saying he 

was a Pharisee and did believe in the resurrection?) -- there is Old Testament evidence for the 

belief. 

 

But "sheol," not heaven, was the place where the Old Testament dead went, and the ideas about 

what sheol was like were pretty fuzzy.  Some who went there were in bliss -- "in the bosom of 

Abraham" -- and others, like Absalom, were in torment, but little more than that was known. 

 

I think that we have covered everything that I wanted to talk to you about this morning.  If you want 

to dig a little deeper, you will find out all that you can about the Old Testament concept of "sheol", 

the place of the dead by reading Bible Dictionary article on "hell."   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 38, DAY 4                 2 Samuel 21-22 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read 2 Samuel 21 and 22 and quite frankly I 

would rather not talk to you about chapter 21.  It is perplexing and disturbing and I cannot tell you 

that I am comfortable with all that I have to say about it. 

 

The first thing that I want for you to notice is that the last four chapters of 2 Samuel are probably 

not in chronological order.  This material is topically arranged.  The strange story of the famine and 

the revenge of the Gibeonites upon the household of Saul probably occurred at an earlier period in 

David's reign.  Understanding that may help us to understand the vehemence of Shimei's hatred of 

David (and the mildness of David's treatment of him) -- the king did what he thought he had to do, 

but he understood quite well why the relatives of Saul might hate him with a passion.  This story 

may also help us to understand why members of the tribe of Benjamin at least, Saul's tribe, might be 

ripe to join the rebellion of Absalom.  The material relating to the Philistines is also almost certainly 

out of chronological order. 

 

Well, I guess I can't avoid this any longer.  The first thing to remember about the Gibeonites is that 

they were the ones who in the days of Joshua had tricked Israel into making a peace treaty with 

them, even though they were neighbors living in the land of Canaan.  The old clothes they wore, 

stale bread and cracked wineskins they carried convinced the Israelites that they were from far 

away, and therefore it was okay to deal with them.  It was also an inconvenient thing, this treaty, 

and it bothered them to no end that they had been duped when they found out that the Gibeonites 

were really their neighbors.  But they had sworn before the Lord and they were committing to 

keeping their word.  So when the Gibeonites called for help, Joshua responded, and "the sun stood 

still over Gibeon and the moon over the valley of Aijalon."  Treaties were very sacred things -- you 

didn't break them -- because you made them before God. 

 

But Saul did break the treaty -- for some reason unknown to us, he broke the treaty -- and tried to 

exterminate these people the Gibeonites. 

 

The second thing that we need to notice is that God sent a famine to the Israelites that lasted for 

three years because of the unrighteous actions of Saul.  Israel, under Saul, broke a treaty -- a sacred 

trust -- and God was not going to let them get away with it.  God knows what individuals do and He 

holds them accountable.  He also holds whole nations accountable for what they do or do not do.  

That is important.  All through the Old and New Testaments, God uses calamities, natural disasters 

and famines to judge the nations that disregard His laws.  I believe that He still does that today, and 

I believe that national sin is at least as much to blame as ‘El Nino' for some of the national 

catastrophes happening in our own country over the past several years. 

 

Next, the cause of the famine is explicitly said by God to be the "unjust" treatment of the Gibeonites 

by Saul. God is always interested in how we treat minorities and the weak who cannot protect 

themselves adequately. There is no doubt about why the famine has come.  David asks and God 

answers -- so far, so good. 
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The really tough thing about this incident is the terribly cruel way that the remedy is sought.  It is 

imperative to remember here that though God identified the problem, He did not prescribe the 

solution.  The solution is cruel – unjust -- and maybe even unjustifiable, but it is man's solution, not 

God's.  So seven descendants of Saul have to die.  David appears to do all that he can to soften the 

blow, but he cannot stop it.  He protects Mephibosheth and he (as soon as he can manage it) orders 

a decent burial for the seven victims, and for Saul and Jonathan.  The Gibeonites desire for revenge 

is, I suppose, understandable, but not right! 

 

So far, we do not like what we find, but we can stomach it because there is nothing in the account to 

lead us to believe that God in any way endorses what they did -- until we get to the point at which 

we are told that God answered their prayer and sent rain upon the land once again.  Now to be sure, 

that did not happen until after David buried the victims and put an end to the revenge.  

Nevertheless, that little phrase is there, and it looks like some kind of divine endorsement.  I don't 

know what to tell you.  Perhaps it is just that God made His point -- you can't mistreat weak and 

helpless minorities and then say, let's put the thing behind us.  I don't feel comfortable with that, but 

it's the best I can give you. 

 

There is a textual problem in the story of the Philistines descended from Rapha -- more giants 

apparently.  The problem, of course, revolves around the statement that Elhanan, the son of Jaare-

Oregim, the Bethlehemite, killed Goliath the Gittite.  In the parallel passage in I Chronicles 20, 

however, it says that "the son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath."  Since it is clear from I 

Samuel (and a bunch of other texts) that David killed Goliath, we can attribute the 2 Samuel 

statement to a textual error, not in the original documents, but some place in the transmission.  It is 

quite possible that an early copyist misread the Hebrew for "Lahmi the brother of" as "the 

Bethlehemite."  When you look at the Hebrew letters that solution is not very far-fetched.  But I 

cannot prove that is what happened.  If that is what happened however, the existence of the problem 

just proves how carefully the Hebrew scribes handled the Old Testament text.  Every copyist or 

scribe after that first mistake was made, would immediately recognize not only that there was an 

error, but in all probability would figure out exactly how the error came to be.  But because of the 

tremendous respect for the text of the Scriptures they wouldn't change it; they wouldn't take that 

authority upon themselves!!  So the error carries down.  To me that is pretty phenomenal. 

 

Now, just as the contents of chapter 21, drawn probably from an outside source -- a book about the 

wars of David -- and recorded in both Samuel and Chronicles, are out of chronological order, and 

probably come from a time early in his reign as king, so chapter 22 -- this great song of 

thanksgiving -- also dates to the same period of his life, to the time when he was primarily engaged 

as a military king dealing with the remaining threat of the Philistines, or perhaps even earlier than 

that, before he had been recognized as the King of Judah and Israel, even though he had been 

anointed king. 

 

My reasons for believing that this is an early Psalm of David are three-fold.  First, in the Psalm you 

read in 2 Samuel, you will remember the reference to Saul, which makes greater sense if it was 
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written in the early part of David's reign not too long after his encounters with Saul had occurred, 

and while they would still be fresh in his memory.  Second, because the strong expressions of purity 

which David makes for himself, while they seem exaggerated if compared with his life at any 

period, would simply not have been possible to make at any time after his sin with Bathsheba.  "The 

Lord," he sings, "has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my 

hands he has rewarded me, for I have kept the ways of the Lord.  I have not done evil by turning 

from my God...I have been blameless before him and have kept myself from sin."  Now, I can 

hardly picture David writing that before he met Bathsheba and murdered her husband Uriah.  He 

could not have written it after those tragic events. 

 

If you have a study Bible and were paying attention to the footnotes, you will know that this song 

that David composed and sang is Psalm 18, which gives me the third and most conclusive reason 

for placing it early in David's reign as king.  There is a superscription over Psalm 18 that says that it 

is a Psalm that David wrote to celebrate the Lord's faithfulness in delivering him from Saul. 

 

One of my favorite Scripture choruses is draw from this Psalm of deliverance -- from verses 4 and 

47: "I will call upon the Lord for he is worthy to be praised -- so shall I be saved from my enemies.  

The Lord liveth and blessed be the rock and let the God of my salvation be exalted..."  Memorizing 

vast portions of Scripture by setting them to music is a wonderful, wonderful way to learn God's 

Word.  I will never forget those verses, or the Psalm from which they came, because they are 

indelibly impressed in my mind by the music that accompanies them.  If you don't memorize 

Scripture, or have a difficult time doing it, I would encourage you to get a little book of Scripture 

choruses, or perhaps a CD, and memorize them by learning the songs.  It is another way of hiding 

God's Word in your heart.  Once it is there, it won't go away.  The title of the famous devotional 

book Hinds Feet on High Places  also finds its origin in this Psalm of praise. 

 

In the little time that we have left I want to go back to those incredible expressions of David: “The 

Lord has dealt with me according to my righteousness...I have been blameless before him and kept 

myself from sin.  The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteousness.”  Did those words 

bother you?  I couldn't write them and I doubt that I could even sing them.  Of course, if David is 

thinking of one particular incident or event, then it may be possible to look back on that one 

moment in time and say. ‘I honored the Lord there and He blessed me for it’ -- and that is a 

completely Biblical idea. 

 

The other thing that may be happening here, however, is that in a moment of inspiration, David, 

under the power of the Holy Spirit, may be speaking not about or for himself, but for the Messiah -- 

the coming Son of David who will be able to use those words without any equivocation whatever.  

They do "fit" Jesus.  It is probably because of this passage that this Psalm has often been viewed as 

a Messianic Psalm -- a Psalm that points to Christ -- and it is instructive to note that in Romans 15, 

the apostle Paul quotes from verse 49 of Psalm 18 and applies it to Christ.  He believed it was a 

Messianic passage. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 38, DAY 5        2 Samuel 23-24 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper -- and congratulations!  Today we have finished reading the 

Books of Samuel.  Chapters 23 and 24 conclude the book, and we have come to the conclusion of 

the material recorded concerning David, the greatest king that Israel would ever know until the son 

of David -- Jesus Christ -- returns to sit upon His throne.  I hope that our tour through the life and 

times of David the King has been as useful and instructive for you as it has been for me.  He 

certainly was not a perfect king.  His failures were at time colossal, but as we have already noted 

several times, his repentance was always genuine, and at the bottom he had a heart that hungered 

after God and after righteousness. 

 

David knew how to worship God.  That is one of the biggest things that we can learn from him.  

And as we have said, he knew how to repent of sin.  That is another thing we can learn from him.  

He knew how to trust in God, (not perfectly, as we will note yet again today,) but better than any 

other king ever did and better than most of us have yet learned.  He knew how to be a leader -- that 

is clear again from our reading today.  He could inspire loyalty and love in those nearest him to a 

remarkable degree.  Finally, David knew how to pray. We've seen that in so many of his Psalms, 

and we will find him praying as we close the Samuel histories of his life.  The book of I Kings, to 

which we will turn in a few days, will give us a little more information regarding the last days of 

David, but we have basically viewed the whole of his life now.  He wasn't perfect (no one except 

Jesus is), but David truly was a great man. 

 

Well, what did you take note of in your reading for today?  Yesterday we encountered a Psalm 

written fairly early in David's magnificent career.  Today we began by reading the "Last words of 

David," which almost certainly were not the very last utterances he ever made with his voice, but 

which may well be the last words he ever penned on paper -- his last Psalm, which certainly was 

meant by him to stand as his "legacy" to Israel. "David, you've had a long and prosperous life.  

There have been many desperate situations, we know, but God has blessed you abundantly and you 

have been king for a very long time now.  What wisdom do you have to pass along, and what can 

you tell us about the subject of leadership?"  And then come these words: "When one rules over 

men in righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God, he is like the light of morning at sunrise on 

a cloudless morning, like the brightness after rain that brings the grass from the earth."  Pretty 

poetic stuff, but what else would you expect from David the Psalm writer, the sweet singer of 

Israel?  What does it mean? Well simply put: If you lead with integrity and with a view to God's 

glory, not your own, you can expect the blessing of God -- it sounds better David's way, doesn't it?  

In the Psalm, David expresses his confident faith that God will keep covenant with him and make 

good on every single promise he has made.  David knew that his God was a covenant-keeping, 

promise-keeping God, and friends, we need to be just as focused on the promises of God as David 

was and as Abraham was before him.  One of the great secrets of the really "great" men and women 

of God in the Bible and down through the centuries has always been their "fixation" -- "obsession" 

if you will -- with the promises of God.  They knew what God had promised and they doggedly 

pursued the goals that He had given them without ever losing sight of those promises.  The greatest 

Christians are always preoccupied with the future, because that's where the promises of God can be 

found.  I know that I have quoted from the 12th chapter of Hebrews before, but it says it so well.  
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"Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 

(another translation says, ‘pioneer and perfecter’) of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

him, (the promises,) endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 

throne of God, the Father Almighty."  David had a great life, but the present wasn't where his heart 

was.  His heart was looking ahead to the fulfillment of all God's promises.  Where is your heart?  I 

hope it is not languishing in the past, longing for the ‘good old days’ that weren't all that good 

anyway.  I hope it is not in the present -- eating, drinking and making merry.  I hope your heart is 

firmly fixed upon the salvation that is about to be brought to you at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  

That's where David’s heart was!!  He focused on the promises, and it was the promises that pulled 

him through. 

 

Did you see how David was described in 2 Samuel 23 -- He is ‘Israel's singer of songs’ or ‘Israel's 

beloved singer’ or as one old translation has it ‘the sweet singer of Israel.’  That was a big part of 

his legacy to his nation and to us as well.  Of the 150 Psalms found in the Book of Psalms, David 

wrote 73. Verse 2 tells us something very important about how that happened.  It says, "The Spirit 

of the Lord spoke through me.  His word was on my tongue."  That is an important passage to us as 

we seek to understand what theologians call ‘the doctrine of inspiration.’  God's spirit worked 

through human beings like David, Moses, Luke and Paul and caused them, or guided them, to write 

just exactly what He wanted written, but in a form that was consistent with their own personalities 

and abilities.  So David writes inspired poetry and Luke writes inspired history, but the outcome of 

each is absolutely trustworthy and reliable because the Spirit of God superintended the whole 

process. 

 

The portion of chapter 23 that is given over to listing the mighty men of David gives us some 

insight into the human beings who were behind him from beginning to end, and who God used to 

give the throne to David and to accomplish the amazing things that were done in his reign.  The 

exploits recorded are amazing, to say the least, and the loyalty that David inspired in the troops is 

incredible.  I likened David and his men to Robin Hood and the band in Sherwood Forest a few 

weeks ago.  This account will strengthen that image, but remember, the merry men of Sherwood are 

just a legend.  David's mighty men were real historical figures.  This stuff really happened. 

 

There was in David's entourage a group known as "The Three" -- Josheb-Basshebeth, Eleazar son 

of Dodai, and Shammah son of Agee -- these were David's medal-of-honor winners, men who had 

achieved almost legendary status because of their great prowess in battle.  Their exploits sound a lot 

like the stories of Samson and some of the other heroic judges of Israel.  Next there were "The 

Thirty," probably led by Abishai.  (The Masoretic text, which the New International Version 

follows, says Abishai was the chief of the "3" -- that is a problem because a few verses before it has 

already identified Josheb as the chief of “the three.”  Two other old Hebrew texts, and the Syriac 

version, say he was the chief of “the 30.”  This is one more instance of the perplexing problem of 

numbers in the Samuel account.  (Remember, we believe that all Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God and is, as a result, inerrant, without error in the autographs -- that is the original manuscripts.  

After it was originally written down, some scribal and transmission errors did creep in.  Because of 

the incredible carefulness by the scribes, they are very few in number and usually identifiable very 
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easily.  This is probably one of them!) 

 

These mighty men of David were the human heroes that placed him on his throne and kept him 

there.  I'm sure you noticed as I did that one of the 30 was Uriah the Hittite, the husband of 

Bathsheba.  David's sin is all the more heinous in light of who Bathsheba's husband was, and how 

loyal and important Uriah had been to David.  The listing of David's mighty men is also found in  

1 Chronicles 11. 

 

The account of David's sin in chapter 24 is paralleled almost exactly in 1 Chronicles 21, with one 

notable difference.  In 2 Samuel, it says that because the Lord was angry with David, He (the Lord) 

incited him to number Israel and Judah.  The I Chronicles passage says, "Satan" rose up against 

Israel and incited David to the census.  That is not as big a difference as it might seem, for it reflects 

the simple but crucial Biblical truth that the sovereignty of God extends even over Satan, and that 

evil being is thoroughly and completely subservient to and under the control of God.  That truth will 

be reflected again and again as we continue to move through the Word of God.  Satan, in his most 

furious attempts to destroy the work of God and the people of God, can never do any more than 

accomplish exactly what God intends for him to do!!!  The will of an omnipotent God cannot be 

thwarted. 

 

Now whether God was mad at David because he wanted to count the troops or for some other 

reason is not completely clear.  If the sin was in the counting, it probably relates to the fact that the 

only reason troop strength is important to you is if you believe that the number of well trained 

troops has some direct bearing on your ability to win the battle.  God repeatedly told Israel 

(remember Gideon and Joshua?) that those two items are not related at all.  It is the Lord who gives 

the victory and He alone.  Remember Psalm 20.  “Some trust in horses and some trust in chariots, 

but we will trust in the name of the Lord our God.” 

 

Our time is more than gone, but don't forget David's word to Araunah when he wanted to give 

David the oxen and all that was needed for the sacrifice.  David said, "I will not sacrifice to the 

Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing."  Remember that.  It's an important principle of 

God's Word. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again next week. 
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