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WEEK 33, DAY 1                           1 SAMUEL 1 and 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 33 of Know the Word.  This morning 

you read 1 Samuel, chapters 1 and 2.  There are five main characters in this Book whose lives 

dominate the nation of Israel from about the year 1105 BC to the death of King Saul, which 

occurred in about 1010 BC.  These five characters are first Eli, the aged priest, who is functioning 

as a spiritual leader of the nation as we begin the Book; second, Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 

important not because she played any prominent role in the life of the nation - in fact, during her life 

quite probably very few people even knew who she was - but because of her faith and her example 

to us.  Samuel himself is the third major player in the Book.  This man, who is the last of the judges 

of Israel and the first of the prophets, Samuel, was one of the great transitional figures in the Bible.  

He was the last of the judges, and although there were individuals exercising prophetic gifts before 

him, like the man who God sent to warn Eli about the judgment that he was about to bring upon his 

disobedient sons, Samuel was the first recognized prophet in the nation of Israel.   

 

It was Samuel who oversaw the transition from theocracy to monarchy in Israel.  In case you need a 

memory refresher, a theocracy is a society in which there is no earthly king because God Himself is 

the King.  Technically, even after the institution of the monarchy, Israel still was supposed to be a 

theocracy, but theory and reality are all too often very different things.  To top all of that off, 

Samuel is a priest who is recognized as the dominant force in the religious life of the nation.  You 

need to know that to have anyone combine the offices of prophet and priest is a very unusual 

phenomenon in the Old Testament.   

 

There are three offices that are important to the people of God.  There is the prophet who speaks to 

the people for God.  Then there is the priest who speaks to God on behalf of the people.  Finally, 

there is the king who rules the nation as God's vice-regent upon the earth.  It is immediately obvious 

that for anyone to occupy two of these offices is to focus an extraordinary amount of power and 

authority in one person.  Melchizedek functioned in the Book of Genesis as both priest and king.  

Samuel combined the offices of priest and prophet.  David is both prophet and king.  Saul, without 

receiving the blessing of God, attempted to take to himself the priestly as well as the royal office 

and earned for himself only the extreme displeasure and judgment of God.  Only Jesus himself 

stands in all three offices as the prophet, the priest and the king of the people of God.  Well, I got a 

little sidetracked there, but the important point is that Samuel is one of the most prominent figures 

in the Bible.   

 

The fourth and fifth people that play important roles in this book are, of course, the first King of 

Israel, Saul, and the shepherd boy upon whom the favor of God falls, David, the son of Jesse, who 

God chose to become the second king.  The topic of leadership is one that will occupy our attention 

as we move through the pages of this Book and its companion volume.  We will be reminded over 

and over again that God chooses His own leaders, and that the qualifications for spiritual leadership 

are not often the things that men and women look for.  We will also have opportunity to read the 

story of one of the greatest friendships in the Bible, one that grew up between Jonathan, the son of 

the king from whom the scepter was about to be taken, and David, the shepherd who, by the choice 
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of God, was going to take the throne instead of Jonathan.  Every Sunday School child has had the 

opportunity to wonder at that friendship, but it is a story worth pondering by adults as well. 

 

Now, the first thing I want you to note about the passage we read together this morning is that once 

again we encounter here a polygamist marriage that has caused nothing but grief.  Throughout the 

Old Testament, God permitted polygamy to exist.  He nowhere condoned it.  The second chapter of 

Genesis makes it quite clear that the pattern God gave calls for one man and one woman in a 

faithful monogamous relationship.  Nevertheless, we are only a few chapters into the Book of 

Genesis before we find polygamy noted in the Scripture, and long before we have finished the first 

segment of that Book, it is a firmly established practice.  God allowed it to continue but He never 

condoned it.   

 

Think for a moment about the polygamous marriages in the Old Testament - stories that you know 

about - and you will immediately realize how devastating they were to peaceful and orderly life 

among the people of God.  Remember Abraham and the rivalry between Hagar and Sarah?  Out of 

that rivalry came the nations fathered by Ishmael and Isaac.  They have been warring ever since.  

Jacob had four wives, and in his lifetime at least, succeeded in doubling the problems his 

grandfather Abraham had known.  Solomon set the record, of course.  He had so many wives that 

the whole kingdom was divided after his death; a civil war ensued.  Well, that is enough to make 

the point.  Elkanah didn't find any secret to the harmony problem in the midst of a plurality of 

wives, either.   

 

The hero of the first two chapters, of course, is Hannah, the barren “other wife” of Elkanah.  In that 

society, you know, barrenness was perceived as a curse.  If you had no children, then you must have 

somehow greatly offended God.  That is the way people thought, and in a society where everything 

depended on the strength and productivity of your offspring, to not have children was a very great 

burden indeed.  In fact, it was precisely because of the great fear of not being able to produce a large 

and powerful family that polygamy got a foothold among the ways of our ancient forefathers to 

begin with.  The more wives you took, the greater your chances of having many strong sons.  Take 

the heartache of a childless couple today who really want children but cannot have them.  Multiply 

it by a hundred, or maybe a thousand, and then you will begin to understand the burden of Hannah. 

 

We don't know very much about this couple, but we are told that Elkanah was an Ephraimite, and 

that probably means that he was a Levite of the clan of the Koathites.  They were the ones to whom 

the Levitical towns in Ephraim had been allotted, and Samuel was almost certainly a Levite.  His 

admission to the Tabernacle and his training for the priesthood would not have been accepted 

otherwise.   

 

Did you carefully read Hannah's prayers?  It would be worth looking at the second one - the prayer 

of thanksgiving - again, as it ranks as one of the greatest prayers of the Bible, and serves as a model 

for the prayer of another mother-to-be in the New Testament, Mary.  You might wish to compare 

the two mothers' prayers in your own study time.  It would prove to be an instructive exercise.  For 

now let me just note with you that the essence of her first prayer, on the day when Eli mistook her 
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for being drunk in the Tabernacle, can be summed up in just two words, “remember me.”  You 

ought to memorize that prayer.  It is a good one. We have heard it before.  Samson prayed it in the 

temple of Dagon.  Though so often his heart was wrong - and even on that day his motives were 

mixed - revenge was part of his reason for wanting the glory of God to shine - God answered that 

prayer. God remembered Samson. 

 

Throughout the Book of Psalms, the prayer "remember me" can be found, as David cries out to our 

God.  Back in the Book of Exodus, we found the children of Israel enslaved in Egypt, crying out to 

God, and we are told that God “remembered them” and the covenant He made with their 

forefathers. 

 

Go to the New Testament; look at the hill called Golgotha.  There is there a dying thief who has a 

simple prayer, "Lord, remember me when you come into Your Kingdom."  Jesus makes him a 

wonderful promise.  "This day you will be with me in paradise."   

 

I would say that Hannah's prayer would be worth remembering, wouldn't you?   

 

The second prayer is the one she prayed after Samuel was born, (his name, by the way means not 

“asked of God," as a simple reading of the text might suggest, but "heard of God," which is even 

more instructive.)  His birth came as a result of the fact that God really does listen to prayer.  

Anyway, the second prayer of Hannah is not what we would expect it to be.  It is not a prayer that 

focuses on joy because of the birth of her son.  Instead, it speaks of the joy that Hannah has because 

of who God is.  She exalts because of who God is.  His nature is extolled.  She takes joy from His 

providential government of the earth, and His loving treatment of His people, and in the mighty 

plan that He has for the future.  It is not that she is not thankful for the birth of her son; it is just that 

she cannot be content only to celebrate her bounty.  She looks beyond that and rejoices in the nature 

and plan of the One who has so blessed her.  Hannah is a very good model for us. 

 

I do not believe that we can thoughtfully read this account without pondering again the mysterious 

activity that we call prayer.  Hannah prayed and God answered her prayer.  How long she had to 

pray for a son before that prayer was answered, we do not know.  Presumably she had been praying 

for many years, though it was just possible that her prayer in the Tabernacle represents the first time 

she earnestly took her plight to the Lord.  The great lesson of this passage, of course, is that God 

does hear His people when they pray.  That is why she named her son "Heard by God."   

 

Why did God choose to answer when He did?  If she had been praying for many years, as I suspect, 

why did He wait so long?  If this was the first time she prayed, then why did He wait so long when 

other people earnestly prayed for something?  The Sunday School answer that is often given to this 

perplexing question is that while God always hears our prayer, He gives us three different answers, 

based upon His wise and perfect plan for our lives.  Sometimes He says “yes” - that is the answer I 

like best.  Sometimes He says “no” because, like the wise Father that He is, He only gives gifts that 

are good for us.  Sometimes He says, “wait,” knowing that the request is right but the timing is 

wrong.  That is the Sunday School answer.  It is simplistic, perhaps overly so, but I am not sure I 
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can improve upon it today.  The really important thing to remember here is that God always hears 

our prayer, and that we have the liberty, and even the responsibility, to keep on praying until we are 

sure that He has given us His answer. 

 

I know you will have noted the sad story of a godly father with unruly sons.  Eli was not the first 

parent to have his heart broken by wild and licentious children, and he certainly wasn't the last.  It is 

not always possible for a godly parent to control the actions of their ungodly children.  The Bible is 

clear that the children are ultimately responsible for their own actions and will be judged by God for 

what they have done.  It is, however, also clear from this account that Eli failed to do all that he 

could have done to restrain the evil of his children, and for that he was also guilty before God.  The 

word of the unnamed prophet was ‘that he honored his sons more than he honored the Lord.’  Eli 

stands as a warning to those of us who are parents today.  I cannot be sure of this, but from the 

account of Scripture, it would seem to me like Eli's warnings to his sons were too little and too late. 

 

Our greatest influence over our children is when they are young.  That is the prime time to shape 

their values and their habits.  If your children are still young, seize that opportunity; too quickly it 

will pass. 

 

Our time is gone but there is a timeless principle embedded in these chapters that must at least be 

noticed.  It was rediscovered and memorialized in the late 20
th

 century in an academy award-

winning film about the Olympian-turned-missionary, Eric Liddell.  1 Samuel 2:30 says, "Those 

who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained."  Since it is God who is 

speaking there, we ought to pay careful attention. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 33, DAY 2                            1 SAMUEL 3 - 5 

 

Good morning, this is Pastor Soper. Today you read I Samuel chapters 3-5. The story of Samuel’s 

call to ministry is a very familiar one. The “other side” of that account, that of God’s judgment 

upon the house of Eli for all the iniquities committed by his sons, is perhaps somewhat less well 

known. You also were reintroduced to the Philistines, who were a major enemy of the nation of 

Israel from the time of Samson onward to the reign of King David. 

 

I would like to begin our talk today by thinking with you about the nature of God’s call upon the 

life of Samuel. He is, of course, not the first person we have met in our tour through the Word of 

God who was specially marked out by God for a certain job or task. All the way back in the Book 

of Genesis, the word of the Lord came to Noah and Enoch and Abram. John the Baptist had a call 

upon his life from before his birth, and so did Samson. Moses had a talk with God in front of a 

burning bush, and Gideon was hiding from the Midianites when the angel of the Lord found him. 

Joshua had a call and so did each of the twelve who followed Jesus. And, oh, yes, we dare not 

forget the dramatic encounter that a man named Saul had with Jesus the risen Lord as he walked 
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down the road towards Damascus!! What’s the point? Just this - by now we are bound to have 

realized that the idea of a specific “call” from God is not the least bit unusual in Scripture, though 

the way that call comes to different individuals is likely to be very unique and perhaps very 

dramatic as well. 

 

Now, I am sure that we have talked about this subject before (and we probably will again because 

so many people have so many different ideas about the subject.) Here are some of the questions that 

I believe are relevant: 

 

Should we expect a vision or a voice to articulate the call of God upon our life? 

 

If we do not hear a voice, or have some sort of supernatural encounter, are we to assume 

that God does not have a specific plan for us? 

 

Does God actually speak to anyone in this age, or is that just a means of revelation that was 

used in olden times and now is past? 

 

I’m sure that you noticed, in the very first verse that you read today, that we were told that the word 

of the Lord was rare, and visions were infrequent in the days of Samuel. That alerts us to the fact 

that what Samuel experienced was every bit as remarkable in his day as it would be in our own. It 

was not then common for God to speak to an individual either directly or in the form of a vision. It 

wasn’t frequent in Moses’ day, either. Remember then that it had been over 400 years since that had 

happened. In fact, it isn’t common in any age. God can speak directly to a single individual. He has 

always been able to do that, and He always will be able to do that, and there is no reason to believe 

that tomorrow He will not choose to do it again. But that is not the norm. That is not what we are to 

look for or wait for. 

 

In the absence of the heavenly voice, then, should we assume that God has no plan for us – that He 

really doesn’t care what we do or where we do it? There are a lot of people who hold that view. 

They say that, beyond the general instructions given in the Word of God, and applicable to all 

Christians everywhere, we are pretty much free to do what we want, wherever we want, with the 

understanding that the general theme and goal of our life ought to be to please God. Personally, I 

am not comfortable with that view because of several passages of Scripture, like the one in 

Ephesians chapter 2, which says that, “we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Since the New Testament clearly teaches 

that we each have been uniquely created and gifted, and since it calls us to the exercise of those 

unique gifts and abilities, I cannot avoid the conclusion that God has a very particular plan for each 

one of us, and that when the Psalmist refers to the fact that “all the days of our life were written 

down in God’s Book when as yet there were none of them,” He is thinking about that plan. 

 

Now, please do not misunderstand me. I do not stop each morning, as I rise, to pray about what 

shirt I should put on or what color socks will be the most pleasing to God. I do, however, believe 

that God has prepared specific good works for me to do and I want to be sensitive enough to His 
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leading to recognize the God-given opportunities that He puts in my path. 

 

If I am right, then, God does have a specific plan or call for your life, but it is not very likely that He 

will alert you to that call by means of a heavenly vision or voice. (Those of you who dig a little 

more deeply today will have the opportunity to read about the unusual “call” of Martin Luther.) So 

how do we find that “call?” I want to recommend four steps to follow as you seek the will of God 

for your life. They are not very dramatic steps and I probably am not going to give you any 

surprises, but here they are: 

 

1. Read God’s Word. The most likely place for us to discover the special things that God 

has for us is in the Book that He has given us to guide our lives. Much of what God has 

for you will be discovered as you spend time in His Word, just asking this question – 

“How does this passage, this truth, this command, or this promise, apply to my life right 

now?”  

 

It was the answering of that question that helped me enter the ministry with the full 

confidence that this was indeed God’s plan for my life. 

 

It was that same question, asked as I was reading God’s Word with my wife, that took 

me half way around the world for a period of time to teach and prepare men and women 

for the task of church planting.  

 

The same exercise took me Central New York…to New Jersey…to Colorado…and to 

Westchester County. 

 

2. Step 2, of course, is to pray – to honestly ask God to guide and direct - but not only that. 

Real praying, the kind that gives us insight into God’s plan and purpose, also means 

listening. It involves quietly meditating on the Word of Scripture and sifting through the 

thoughts and emotions that pass through our minds, asking the Holy Spirit to help us 

discern the ones that come from Him. I don’t know how much of that sort of praying 

you have ever done, but all of us need to learn to do much more of it. 

 

3. The third step is to check our impressions and our ideas about what we think God might 

be saying to us with others in the body of Christ whose maturity and discernment we 

have come to recognize as coming from God. The Scripture tells us that in a multitude 

of godly counselors there is much wisdom, and that is true.  I would not dream of taking 

a major step in my life until I have listened to the godly counsel of three or four other 

people who I have come to deeply respect and trust in the Lord over a number of years. 

They help me to filter out my own spiritual and psychological “noise” from the 

communication that the Spirit of God is sending me. 

  

4. Finally, when I believe that I have an understanding of what God is saying to me, I 

earnestly pray that He will open and shut doors so that I will be protected from walking 
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through the wrong doors and directed through the right ones. The Book of Proverbs says 

that a “Man’s heart devises his way but the Lord directs his steps.” Translation? God is 

sovereign and in control of every aspect of my life and He is able to correct my 

misunderstandings by simply slamming the door in my face if I'm wrong, and to 

confirm my proper perceptions by pushing other doors wide open so that no man can 

shut them. 

 

I have taken a great deal of our time this morning to talk about this subject. I hope that it will be a 

helpful discussion for you. 

 

 

WEEK 33, DAY 3                      1 Samuel 6 - 8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read I Samuel 6 - 8.  In just a few short chapters 

we have probably covered more than 40 years of Israel's history.  From the time of Eli's death on the 

day the Ark was captured by the Philistines, to the day it was returned by the Philistines because its 

very presence was literally destroying them, was about seven months.  Chapter 7 tells us that a short 

time after the Ark came to Beth Shemesh it was carried by the Levites to Kiriath Jearim and there it 

stayed for 20 years.  Chapter 8 tells us that the demand for a king began to be made when Samuel 

was an old man.  Though this does not give us as much help as we would like in fixing a 

chronology, most Bible scholars believe that the call for a king came when Samuel was about 65 

years old, about 20 years after the victory at Mizpah. 

 

The plague God sent among the Philistines during the period of time in which they were in 

possession of the Ark might well have been the Bubonic Plague, the Black Death.  That conjecture 

rests upon the fact that the Philistines sent five golden "tumors" and five golden rats along with the 

Ark as a guilt offering.  The golden "models" were the Philistines' way of acknowledging that the 

plague carried by rats and resulting in tumors was a judgment upon them by the God of Israel.  

Sending the Ark first to three different Philistine cities - all of which experienced the plague - had 

convinced the Philistines of the connection between the Ark and the disease that each city 

experienced in turn.  Even so, just to be certain that it wasn't a coincidence, the Ark was sent back 

to Israel, set upon a cart pulled by two unguided cows that had recently calved.  If the cows ignored 

their own calves who were calling from a nearby pen, and walked unguided to a city of Israel, the 

Philistines concluded that they would know for certain that the disease and the Ark were definitely 

connected, and that the God of Israel had been supernaturally judging them over their capture of His 

Ark.  The five Philistine kings apparently followed the cart all the way to Beth Shemesh, watched 

the sacrifice, and then returned to their cities confirmed in all of their suspicions. 

 

If you and I had lived in Israel in the days of Samuel, I am sure that we would have been in total 

despair of ever seeing the Ark of God again.  It had been lost in battle - a battle that had cost the 

lives of 30,000 Israelite soldiers.  How will we ever get the Ark back?  Their leaders would have 

asked that question over and over and the conclusion would have always been the same - held in the 

fortified Philistine cities, protected by the conquering armies - ‘there isn't any way.  We can't do it!’ 
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 And then one day the men from Beth Shemesh look up and here comes the Ark - unattended - on a 

cart with no driver, coming back all by itself!  I'm pretty sure that many of the righteous warriors of 

Israel had spent a lot of time and energy trying to figure out how they could rescue the Ark of God 

from its desperate plight.  What they discovered is that God's Ark didn't need rescuing.  God is 

always perfectly capable of doing anything that needs to be done to defend His own honor and 

glory.  He was able to bring back the Ark without any help from His pathetically weak people.  

When God was ready to bring the Ark home, He simply arranged the circumstances to accomplish 

just that!  There is a very important lesson for us here.  While God is sometimes pleased to allow us 

the privilege of being used as His instruments, He never "needs" us to rescue Him or His work.  He 

is quite capable of accomplishing His own purposes any time He wants, any way He wants. 

 

It was apparently 20 years after the terrible defeat of Israel that concluded Eli's life and ministry that 

God's people once again undertook to fight the Philistines.  This time, under the direct leadership of 

Samuel, the battle began very differently.  Instead of presumption, this time Israel showed great 

humility, beginning with prayer, fasting, and confession of sin and of their helplessness without the 

help of God.  Samuel, in his priestly role, offered up the sacrifice and God answered by sending 

thunder that threw the enemy into panic and defeat.  In commemoration of the great victory, Samuel 

set up a stone that he called “Ebenezer,” which means "stone of help," because the Lord helped His 

people to win the battle.  Next time you sing the hymn, "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" and 

come to the phrase, "Here I'll raise mine Ebenezer," you will know what you are singing about!! 

 

There is one curious detail about the way in which Israel prepared for that battle.  When Israel 

assembled at Mizpah, before Samuel offered the sacrifice, we are told that they "drew water and 

poured it out before the Lord."  Then they fasted and confessed their sin.  As far as I know, there is 

no other reference to that kind of ceremony anywhere in the Bible.  This is quite unique.  My best 

suggestion is that this action was meant in some way to picture the fact that Israel was pouring out 

its heart in repentance before the Lord.  It calls to mind a verse in Psalm 62 where the Psalmist calls 

out, "Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge" 

(Psalm 62:8). 

 

Now, anyone who has much acquaintance with the Bible will already know that, toward the end of 

Samuel's life, Israel began to clamor for a king.  ‘It was all well and good,’ they might have said, ‘to 

know that God is the real King of Israel, but every other nation that we have ever heard about has a 

human king and if it works so well for everyone else, why wouldn't it work for us?’ 

 

You probably knew, even before you read today's chapters, that Samuel was not only not in favor of 

the idea, he bitterly opposed it, and on behalf of God warned the Israelites that if they took for 

themselves an earthly king, the one certain thing they could know about their future was that there 

would be taxes, taxes and more taxes - coupled with greater and greater limitations on their 

personal freedoms.  In the days of Solomon, Israel would learn just how heavy that load could 

become. 

 

What I'll bet you didn't know before today's reading is the immediate cause of Israel's desire for an 
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earthly king.  It was the prospect of having to live with leaders like Samuel's sons.  After all that 

Samuel had observed while growing up in the household of Eli, the one mistake we would not 

expect him to have made was that of failing to restrain his sons if their hearts and minds were set to 

evil.  He made the same mistakes that Eli did!  And when the people of Israel began to face the 

prospect of life with Samuel's sons as their new leaders, they rebelled. 

 

I spent some time thinking about that today and I began to wonder what would have happened if 

Samuel's sons had been like their father.  What if they had been good leaders, honest men, devout 

priests and wise leaders?  If the people of God had good leaders to look to, would they then have 

been spared the agony of one of the worst decisions in human history?  I think so. 

 

I have to tell you that thought hit me right between the eyes and I'm still smarting from it.  If only 

Samuel had done a better job training his sons to be leaders - how much trouble Israel would have 

been spared.  If only Eli had done a better job of training his sons to lead - the Ark would never 

have been lost and Israel would not have been defeated.  Do you know what I think happened here? 

 I think that both Eli and Samuel were so busy leading that they forgot to take the time to train 

leaders who could follow them.  They were so busy ministering that they didn't stop to disciple their 

successors and that was a fatal mistake.  The greatest thing that Moses ever did for Israel was to 

train Joshua.  Jesus refused to spend so much time with the masses that the disciples were 

neglected.  Instead, He constantly took them aside for teaching and training.  The closer He got to 

the end of His ministry, the less time He spent with the multitudes, devoting more and more of 

Himself to the twelve and to the three who would lead the twelve. 

 

Perhaps the most important ministry you will ever have is the ministry of passing on everything you 

know and do to one, two or three other people, who will be able to stand on your shoulders and go 

higher.  That blessing will be all the sweeter if the ones to whom you pass it are your own children. 

 

Samuel was a very great leader, but he forgot to reproduce himself and much of his ministry was 

therefore lost when he died. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 33, DAY 4                    1 SAMUEL 9 and 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read I Samuel 9-10 and have marked one of the 

great turning points in the history of the Israelite nation.   

 

Genesis 1-11 marked for us the first great epoch of Scripture from the creation of the world 

until the Tower of Babel.   

 

In Genesis 12 the history of Israel begins with the call of Abram and the age of the 

patriarchs begins. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph are the patriarchs and their stories 

carry us to the end of Genesis and the first period of Israel's history.   

 

The third stage of Biblical history, and the second stage of Israel's history, is the Mosaic 

Period. It, of course, carries us through the period of the Exodus and ends with Moses being 

taken up to be with God on Mt. Nebo on the brink of the entrance into the Promised Land.   

 

The next stage could loosely be described as the period of settlement.  It carries us from the 

time of Joshua through the period of the Judges and ends with the life and work of Samuel.   

 

In the passage we read today, we meet Saul, the first King of Israel and the period of the 

monarchy begins.   

 

Period I was the period of the Patriarchs; Period II - the Mosaic period; Period III - the 

settlement from Joshua through the Judges; and Period IV is the monarchy. 

 

Now the first thing I want for us to notice this morning is that Saul and Samuel had a divine 

appointment.  Neither man knew the other or had any intention of contacting the other.  But God 

wanted them to meet, so one morning the donkeys belonging to Saul's father simply wandered off.  

Saul was sent to track them, and that he did - all over the portion of the country inhabited by the 

tribe of Benjamin - until finally he found himself near Zuph, the place where Samuel was.  Since 

Saul had never even heard of Samuel, (that seems strange and we'll talk about it in a few minutes,) 

he wouldn't know to look for him, so God arranged in advance for a servant to be sent along with 

Saul, who was familiar with the prophet of God!  Samuel didn't know Saul, either, but since he 

regularly conversed with God, God simply told him that Saul would be arriving and he was the man 

God had chosen to be the first King of Israel. 

 

From a human point of view, for all that anyone observing could see, their meeting was the result of 

a series of coincidences and choices.  The donkeys wander off.  Saul is selected to go hunt for them. 

When they can't be found, the servant decides to mention the prophet.  Saul chooses to take that 

servant's advice and they go to look for Samuel.  Circumstances and choices on the human side - a 

very clear and well executed plan from the divine side.  That is the doctrine of providence at work 

in the life of Saul.  The really interesting question is, “How often do what seem like circumstances, 

coincidences and unrelated choices in our lives add up to that same well-executed divine plan?  
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Sometimes we can look back with hindsight and see how God was standing just behind the curtain 

orchestrating events and prompting choices, so that at just the right time everything came together 

to move us to the word and action that He had planned right from the start.  With our puny little 

minds, we will never fully understand how our actions can be fully our own and at the same time 

planned and ordained by God, but in the meeting between Saul and Samuel, we have as good an 

example as we are going to find of that very phenomenon. 

 

It is worth noting that Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin.  That is fairly significant because of the 

prophecy given by Jacob on his deathbed. 

 

According to Genesis 49:10, Israel's kings represented in the prophecy by the word "scepter" were 

to come from the tribe of Judah.  Remember "the scepter shall not depart from Judah until Shiloh 

comes."  David and the kings who followed him did come from the tribe of Judah, but Israel's first 

king, Saul, was from Benjamin.  One possible answer to that question is that the impatience of the 

children of Israel forced the premature selection of the one king who did not come from Judah.  Let 

me explain.  All the way back in the Book of Deuteronomy, there is an obscure regulation that says 

that an illegitimate child could not enter the assembly of the Lord until the tenth generation.  Back 

in Genesis 38, Judah fathered a child out of an adulterous relationship with his daughter-in-law 

Tamar, who had disguised herself as a prostitute  because of Judah's unwillingness to fulfill the 

obligations of the Levirate laws.  Perez was the result of that union, and his genealogy is listed for 

us in the Book of Ruth.  The ninth generation from Judah is Jesse and the tenth is David.  Now this 

is all speculation, but it could be that God chose an interim king from the tribe of Benjamin until 

the tenth generation of Judah's son was available to be chosen. 

 

If we take the account at face value, it would appear that Saul did not know who Samuel was.  

Given the prominence of Samuel in all matters spiritual, civil and military in Israel, it is almost 

incredible that Saul would not know who he was.  If it is true, then we may fairly conclude that 

though Saul had some physical and social advantages that might qualify him for kingship, he had 

one huge  disadvantage - he was not a spiritual man.  If you knew anything about spiritual things, 

you knew who Samuel was! 

 

Saul appears to be a sensible man - even a humble man - two times in our reading today he shows 

his reluctance to accept the throne.  First he says to Samuel, ‘I'm not important enough for such a 

job.  I'm from the smallest tribe - I'm from the least of its clans.  Samuel are you sure??’  Then at the 

time of the public assembly to choose the king, Saul disappears and is finally found hiding among 

the baggage.  Humility is a good quality to have in a leader, and at least initially it appears that Saul 

has that quality. 

 

Saul's height and his physical appearance made him appear to be a good selection to the people of 

Israel.  It would seem that then, as now, there was a strong tendency on the part of people to apply 

the most superficial criterion possible to the most serious of judgments.  ‘If it looks good then it 

must be good.’ 
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There are two more things that I would like to notice with you in this passage this morning.  The 

first has to do with what it teaches us about the work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.  (We 

have already discussed this subject in conjunction with our look at the last Old Testament prophet, a 

man named John the Baptist, and also in our look at the Book of Judges.)  In the time of the Old 

Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell people.  That is, He did not come to permanently reside 

inside the life of the believer.  Rather He came upon people from time to time to assist them in the 

performance of some special task - the task might be a spiritual one, like bringing the Word of God 

to the people, or ministering before God in the Tent of Meeting; or the task might be physical, as 

when Samson overpowered hundreds of Philistines in the power of the Spirit, or when the workmen 

appointed to build the Tabernacle labored in the Spirit's power to achieve their task.  The task could 

also be a civil one, like governing the nation, and though initially the coming of the Spirit upon Saul 

caused him to prophesy with the prophets, the major intent here was to equip him for civil service.  

Lurking just beneath the surface of this observation another great truth emerges that we have seen 

demonstrated time and time again:  God never calls anyone to a task without also providing all of 

the equipment necessary to carry out the task.  Israel had never had a king before.  There were no 

"tracks" to run on, but the Spirit of God came upon Saul to equip him to do the job adequately, if 

only he would stay in submission to that Spirit. 

 

The last thing that I would like to quickly notice with you is that there is a development going on 

during this period of time in the nature of the prophetic office.  We do not have time this morning 

to fully discuss it, but two things in our reading today alert us to what is going on.  The first is the 

little editorial note telling us that prophets used to be called "seers," but now are called prophets. 

This points, I believe, to an expansion in the prophetic office.  Initially in Israel's life, there were 

certain people gifted by God in the ability to solve problems and see outcomes that human 

resources and minds alone could not accomplish.  They "found" lost donkeys, and they brought the 

Word of God regarding impending judgments upon the families of evildoers.  It is during this 

period, however, that God seemed to have greatly expanded both the job description of a prophet 

(making it much more of a public and national office,) and, as the second hint in the text shows, 

expanded the number of prophets.  This is the first mention we find in Scripture of a band or 

"school" of prophets in Israel.  I wish that we had more time this morning to pursue this topic, but 

our time is gone so I'll have to close for now. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 33, DAY 5                  1 Samuel 11 and 12 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Welcome to the last day of Week 33 of Know the Word.  

Today you read I Samuel 11 and 12. 

 

The first thing that I want to notice with you this morning is that Saul's reign as king started out 

very well.  He made good choices - he acted wisely - he was a decisive leader - he was not 

ambitious - he had courage - he gave God glory for victory - he was magnanimous to his enemies.  

He started very well.   

 

Let me see if I can give you some examples of each of those traits: He made good choices. After 

Saul had been anointed king, it would have been pretty natural to assume that a fairly drastic change 

in lifestyle was both appropriate and necessary.  You've made me king?  Great, now where will we 

build my palace and who is going to be my cupbearer and who will plant my fields?  I'm going to 

need some servants, you understand. Saul, initially at least, chose to forgo all of that, and went back 

to his farm.  When the appeal for help comes from Jabesh Gilead, one of the towns on the east side 

of the Jordan River, Saul was out in his own fields plowing behind his own yoke of oxen. 

 

Though it is clear enough from the text that not everyone in Israel was thrilled with Samuel's choice 

(it was really God's choice) for king, it is equally evident that most people did accept Saul as king, 

and that he could have asked for and received at least a few kingly privileges.  It does not appear 

that initially he asked for any such things.  That was a very wise choice, especially in light of all that 

Samuel had said about the pitfalls of having a king.  I'm sure that when Saul heard Samuel's speech 

warning the nation about the perils of a king who would tax and tax the people and then take away 

their personal liberties, he bristled, and determined in his heart that he would never be that kind of a 

king!  And at the start he wasn't - he made good choices.  Initially, Israel's first king acted a whole 

lot more like the most recent of her judges.  He went home and plowed his fields and acted wisely. 

 

Saul was at this stage of his career also a decisive leader.  When news came from Jabesh Gilead 

about the cruel demand of the Ammonite oppressors, Saul's response was immediate.  His call to 

arms was accompanied by a powerful incentive - a threat to destroy the oxen of any who would not 

go along - and Saul got an immediate response.  He raised an army in a flash. 

 

The Ammonites, by the way, dwelt on the eastern side of Israel, and it would appear that in 

attacking one of the towns on the eastern side of the Jordan River, they were taking advantage of 

the pressure that the Philistines were putting upon the nation of Israel from the west.  All of Israel's 

attention and energy was being focused on its western border, for the Philistines were the great 

encroachers.  So the Ammonites, moving off to the east, decided to take advantage of that situation 

and to make good on some old claims for revenge.  

 

That Saul was not an ambitious man is also evident from the text that we read today, not only in the 

fact that he did not take to himself the kingly prerogatives that others might have asked for 

immediately upon being anointed, but it is also shown by the fact that in calling people to arms, he 
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calls them not only to his name and his side, but to the side of Samuel, and when it is time to give 

credit for the victory, he ascribes it solely to the Lord.  Saul was not ambitious.   

 

He had courage.  He led the troops himself.  He led from the front.  That is always a great 

characteristic for a leader.  People respond well to leaders who lead from the front of the pack.  

 

When the battle was ended, he made no mistake about giving the glory for the victory to God.  It 

was the Lord who won the victory. 

 

These are all good qualities.  Saul clearly made a good beginning.  In that observation there is a 

great warning for us, because, as we will see soon enough, Saul didn't finish well.  It is important to 

make a good beginning in any task that God assigns to you.  It is important to make a good 

beginning in your walk with Him as a Christian, but the really critical thing is not how you begin 

but how you end, and you might make the best beginning in the world, but if you don't end well, it 

hasn't been a good run.  Jesus said, "He that endures to the end shall be saved."  In his good 

beginning, we can also notice that Saul was magnanimous when his supporters suggested that the 

day of the victory was a great time to take revenge on those who had refused to accept his 

leadership.  Saul refused to do that.  He said, "No one will be put to death today.  I am not taking 

revenge, for this day the Lord has rescued Israel."   

 

The ceremony that Samuel proposed, and which took place at Gilgal, really is the third time that 

Saul is confirmed as the king of Israel.  The first occasion was the private anointing, when Samuel 

said to Saul, "Send the servant on ahead and you and I will talk."  Then Samuel revealed the plan of 

God and anointed Saul as king of Israel.  The second was at the public assembly when Samuel went 

through all the tribes and clans, and Saul was found hiding among the baggage, and publicly he was 

declared to be the king.  The third time is here after this tremendous victory over the Ammonites 

when everyone goes to Gilgal and Saul is confirmed as king in the presence of the Lord and 

sacrifices are made - fellowship offerings before the Lord - and there is this great celebration.  

Samuel's suggestion of this ceremony probably had as much to do with his desire to reaffirm Israel's 

allegiance to the Lord as it did with his desire to see them bond to Saul.  Samuel called for an 

assembly to restore the covenant relationship.  That is why they had it at Gilgal, the place where 

they had first established their relationship with and their commitment to the Lord after entering the 

Promised Land.  Samuel wanted to inaugurate Saul's rule in a way that would demonstrate the 

continued rule of the Lord as the true great King of Israel, so that the institution of the monarchy 

would in no way interfere with the theocracy that still existed, at least in Samuel's mind.  The Lord 

is the real King.  Saul is his earthly representative. 

 

It is on this occasion that Samuel decides to give Israel his farewell address and it reads much like 

the farewell addresses of those great leaders of Israel who came before.  Like Moses and Joshua 

who preceded him, he reminds Israel of all the ways in which God has helped them.  He recounts 

briefly the story of the Exodus again.  He recites their negligence in remembering the benefits of the 

Lord and how they fell into the hands of Sisera and the other oppressors during the period of the 

judges, and he reminds them that the Lord sent those judges, of which he is one, to deliver them 
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from the hands of their enemies.  He says, “Now that you have a king, you need to remember that 

the rules of the game haven't changed at all.  It is just as Moses told you before me.  If you will 

obey the Lord, if you will serve Him with all your heart, if you will turn away from useless idols, 

God will bless you, He will prosper you, He will make your name great.  But if you turn and 

worship idols, if you forget to follow the Lord, then you need to realize that He is going to punish 

you.”  Samuel makes no bones about his opposition to the whole idea of a king and he reminds 

them that in asking for a king they sinned against the Lord, because in choosing for an earthly king 

they really in a sense have chosen against the heavenly King.  He calls upon God to reinforce His 

Words with thunder and God obliges Samuel; He listens to him, just as He listened to Joshua before 

him on the day he asked God to make the sun stand still; just as He listened to Elijah in a later day 

when he asked God to send fire from heaven.  I am sure that made an indelible impression, not only 

upon Saul, but upon all the other people of Israel as well.  Samuel speaks and God hears and God 

answers Samuel. 

 

I wish the people among whom we live and minister could see that kind of direct connection 

between our prayer and the power and the answers of God, for when the presence and power of 

God is evident in the lives of His people, the hearts of unbelievers are turned toward Him.   

 

Our time for this week is gone, so I will close with the hope and prayer that you will have a 

wonderful weekend and we'll talk again on Monday morning. 

 


