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WEEK 31, DAY 1          Mark 4-5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 31 of Know the Word.  Today you read 

Mark chapters 4 and 5.  Now the first thing that I need to call to your attention is that most of the 

material in these two chapters is not new to you.  We've read it before -- during our trip through the 

Gospel of Luke -- and we will see some of it yet again in our tour through the Book of Matthew.  

That is because, as you will remember, these are the Synoptic Gospels -- that means, we are getting 

three perspectives or views on the same subject matter.  Luke, the careful historian compiled his 

primary sources and wrote his gospel.  Mark faithfully reports the recollections of Peter, and 

Matthew writes straight, as it were, from the “horse’s mouth,” because Matthew witnessed most of 

the events. 

 

Now, because we are looking at almost identical information as is given in the Book of Luke, it is 

probably fair to expect that we will make some of the same observations regarding the material.  I 

do not feel at all bad about that, because it will help us to really learn it, and you may be sure that if 

the Holy Spirit thought it was worth recording multiple times in Scripture, then it is very well worth 

our time to ponder it and to master it. 

 

I'm sure you remember that the Parable of the Sower is a little different from most of the other 

parables, in that there is more than one main point.  There are several details in the story Jesus tells 

which represent other real life people or groups.  In most parables there is only one significant 

detail, or perhaps two, that are meant to stand for something else.  Here in the Parable of the Sower 

(or the Parable of the Soils, as some have called it) there are several. 

 

As a pastor, I have spent long hours pondering the implications of this parable for my ministry and 

life.  One of the primary truths it has taught me is simply this -- the quality of the harvest is always 

predetermined by the quality of the soil.  Sometimes, as a Christian worker, it is very easy to fall 

into the trap of believing that everything about the results of your ministry is dependent on you.  If 

you just preach well enough, witness articulately enough, pray fervently enough, etc., the results 

will be there.  And when people do not respond in the way (and in the numbers) we expect, we 

consider ourselves to be failures, and start to frantically search for some better method or stronger 

presentation.  The Parable of the Sower reminds us that the really critical factor is the quality of the 

soil into which the seed is planted.  It is true enough that sometimes "dry" seasons in ministry are 

caused by the sin of the minister (but even then the issue of response is much more closely linked to 

the condition of the soil.  That is why a TV preacher who is secretly committing adultery can still 

see people come to Christ under his ministry, and fool himself into thinking that God is still pleased 

with him.)  The quality of the soil is the critical factor.  Jeremiah was just as faithful -- in fact a 

whole lot more faithful -- than Jonah.  But Jonah (to his chagrin) got the big response.  Don't be too 

quick to judge the effectiveness of a ministry solely on the basis of the amount of visible fruit.  God 

doesn't demand or measure our ministry on that basis.  He rewards faithfulness. 

 

As a minister, a part of my job will always involve soil testing.  Jesus taught His disciples to do 

that. He told them to concentrate on the people that seemed most responsive, and to move on and 
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shake the dust off their feet when they were rejected, so that is what we must do as well.  Unless He 

tells us to be Jeremiahs, speaking to a people who will not listen, we should be seeking the better 

soil -- the most responsive people. 

 

I am not only a minister, however, I am also a hearer of the word.  As a hearer, the parable speaks to 

me at a different level.  As a preacher, it is not within my ability to change the quality of the soil.  

God's Holy Spirit can do that, but I cannot.  So I pray and I watch for good soil.  But as a hearer, it 

is a different thing.  Even here I am not completely sovereign.  If my heart is hard, I cannot will it to 

be soft.  But I can put myself in the way of obedience, and I can take some measures - like staying 

in God's Word and spending time in prayer - to give God's Spirit opportunity and freedom to 

change my heart and make it soft again.  Soil testing then - in my own life and in the lives of those 

among whom I am ministering - is an important activity with which to be involved. 

 

Two times in Mark 4 we find reference to the fact that Jesus spoke in parables partly to differentiate 

between two classes of hearers: the disciples, who by inquiring would be taught on a deeper level 

the truths of the kingdom of heaven, and the crowds, to whom the parables were designed to deliver 

as much truth as they could accept and understand.  God's method seems to be, throughout both the 

Old Testament and the New Testament, to give us a certain amount of revelation, a certain amount 

of truth, to see what we will do with it.  If we respond, He always gives us more, but we are 

responsible to use the truth He has given us.  If we will not respond, then He hides the rest of the 

truth from us. 

 

As we work our way through the Book of Mark, we have already noted the prominence given to the 

topic of the authority of Christ.  In the stilling of the storm, the disciples have seen that authority 

exercised over yet another arena -- that of nature.  Jesus is the Lord of the wind and the waves.  He 

has shown authority over men and demons; authoritative words; authority over sickness -- even 

leprosy; authority over sin itself; authority over tradition in the Sabbath; authority over Satan, who 

was the strong man; and now He shows authority over created nature – “what manner of man is 

this?” the disciples ask – “even the winds and the waves obey Him!” 

 

I am sure that I have already shared with you the fact that the story of the Gadarene demoniac, who 

is found in Mark 5, is one of my favorite passages of Scripture.  It is so because God used this 

passage to totally transform my ministry.  At the risk of repeating something I have already told 

you, I want to share what God did for me.  I had already been a pastor for several years when I first 

encountered the story of the Gadarene demoniac.  I had read it before - but I never encountered it.  I 

had been the founding pastor of a little church that began and grew to about 70 people.  I discovered 

that planting churches was hard, but there was at least one thing harder, and that was leading people 

to Christ.  For several years, as my wife and I worked and struggled to plant a church, we had been 

trying to lead other people to Christ.  I was always glad to see Christians come to our new church, 

but I longed to see non-Christians come to know that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that just didn't 

happen.  Not even once.  Finally, I concluded that in order to be an effective church planter, you 

needed to have the gift of evangelism, and one thing was very certain - I did not have that gift!  

Through a series of very clear and specific events God led us to begin a second church plant.  This 
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time, from the very outset, I began to pray, "Lord, show me how people come to Christ" -- because 

clearly I didn't know.  And from the fifth chapter of Mark He did! 

 

The key to the story is found in Jesus’ seemingly harsh refusal to allow the redeemed demoniac to 

accompany him.  "Jesus, let me go with you!" is his cry.  But Christ would not.  The demoniac had 

some great reasons for wanting to go with Christ, but Jesus would not allow it: despite his great 

sense of gratitude to Christ, who had made a life that was a living hell into one that was once again 

worth living; despite his desire to learn more about the Master, who had so changed him and who 

he was so sure came from God; despite his fear of a relapse (he only knew that before Jesus came 

he had been plagued by a legion of demons and now that Jesus Christ was going he was afraid the 

demons might return); despite his obvious need for a fresh start in life, perhaps in a place where no 

one had ever known him before, Jesus refused to allow him to come -- why?  Because he wanted 

the man to return to his "household" (the Greek word “oikos” - and it means not just your relatives, 

but everyone with whom you have an existing trust relationship).  “Go back,” He says, “and tell 

your household about the mercy that God has had on you.” 

 

Since this was Jesus' first trip to the Decapolis, and since the inhabitants of the area did not want 

Him to stay for ministry, there is no opportunity for anyone except the demoniac to hear a sermon 

or to experience the mighty acts of Christ.  There are no other disciples of Christ there.  He leaves.  

But we will hear more about the Decapolis tomorrow.  For today, just remember that Jesus would 

not let the demoniac go away from his home area.  Christ's plan was, that since people would not 

listen to Him, they would need to be reached by the man whose life was so dramatically altered by 

the grace of God that it would be impossible to deny the mighty change which had occurred. 

 

From this passage of Scripture, God taught me that the Gospel spreads most rapidly and most 

effectively across already existing lines of social communication, that is, across existing trust 

relationships.  With a testimony that could not have been one whit more complicated than -- "You 

saw what I was, you see what I am, Jesus made the difference.  Are you interested?" --  Jesus sent 

the man back to his family to explore his "web of influence."  We'll see the results tomorrow 

morning.  That little formula, "You saw what I was, you see what I am, Jesus made the difference.  

Are you interested?" is a great one to teach new Christians who need to explore their webs of 

influence, in order to find the other non-Christians, who they already know, who are ready to take 

the next step toward Christ!!  I hope you will remember that formula, and perhaps teach it to 

someone that you are working with.  I hope, as well, that you will make a list of all the non-

Christians with whom you have an existing trust relationship and that you will make it a point to 

share the “Gadarene Formula” with them, in the form of your own personal testimony, sometime in 

the very near future.  If they are ever to be reached for Christ, it is very likely that you are God's 

intended instrument, and it is certain that you are the person most carefully prepared and adapted by 

God already to meet those friends with His good news. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great morning and a great day and I'll talk with you again 

tomorrow. 
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WEEK 31, DAY 2         Mark 6-7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning you read Mark 6 and 7.  Before we even think 

about anything else you read today, I want to ask you a question. Did you notice the conclusion to 

the story of the conversion of the Gadarene demoniac?  It would be easy to miss, and the first 100 

or so times I read Mark 5 – 7, I missed it too!  The demoniac himself is never mentioned again after 

chapter 5, but remember, he lived in the area called “the Decapolis.”  Jesus had never visited it 

before the incident recorded in Mark 5, and after He heals the demoniac, but before He has 

preached even one sermon or done any other wonderful acts at all, some representatives of the 

general populous arrive and deliver the verdict that Jesus is not welcomed there.  They want Him to 

be gone.  So he leaves, telling the Gadarene demoniac to share his experience with his “Oikos” -- 

his household -- to tell them about the mercy of the Lord.  Well, the period of time covered by Mark 

6 and 7 appears to be approximately six or seven weeks.  During that period of time, Jesus goes 

back to Galilee.  There is an unsuccessful ministry in Nazareth because the people there won't 

accept Him, followed by a short but very successful preaching tour by the disciples.  John the 

Baptist dies, beheaded by Herod, and Jesus feeds the 5000 and walks on the water of the Sea of 

Galilee.  There is another trip outside of what would be called Israel proper, this time to the north 

and to the region of Tyre, where a very remarkable healing miracle is performed.  Then about six or 

seven weeks after His first less-than-sold-out tour of the Decapolis, Jesus returns again.  At the end 

of chapter 7, spilling over into chapter 8, we are told they bring Him a deaf man.  Drawing away 

from the crowd that wants Jesus to be there, that individual is healed.  By the time chapter 8 begins, 

the crowd is enormous, and they want everything they can pry from Him -- every word, every act of 

mercy -- everything.  They can't get enough of Jesus Christ.  This is the same place where just 

weeks before they sent the town bouncers to get rid of Him.  I have this burning question?  What 

made them change their minds? 

 

You know there is only one logical answer.  The Gadarene demoniac did his job.  He told everyone 

he knew that God had mercy on him through the work of Jesus Christ, and they could not deny the 

power of a changed life!!  By the time six to eight weeks had passed, and Jesus Christ returned to 

an area where just a short time ago He was not even welcomed, there is a whole population group 

with ears that are wide open to hear what He has to say, who are hungry to see what He will do, and 

according to the beginning of chapter 8, are willing to stay for several days just to watch and listen 

to what Jesus might say and do.  Even after the food supply is gone, they stay, and stay some more. 

 What a remarkable transformation!  There is a sense in which the simple testimony of one man 

who had been freed from those demons, whose life had been undeniably changed in the most 

powerful of ways by Jesus Christ, was able to accomplish more than Christ Himself could in 

opening the hearts and minds and ears of a whole population group that once had been closed.   

 

There is a tremendous message here about the power of a “web of influence.”  I want to suggest to 

you now, that we are going to find that same thing occurring over and over and over again 

throughout the rest of the New Testament.  Almost everywhere we look, if we have eyes to see it, 

we are going to see “webs of influence” operating.  The Gospel does spread most rapidly and most 

effectively across already existing lines of social communication.  That is the secret.  I told you 



 

 
 
 5 

yesterday that that secret transformed my ministry.  When we finally understood how it is that 

people come to Christ across those trust relationships, we made a promise to God that from that 

point on our evangelism would be designed to do just that, explore the webs of influence of the 

people who were coming to Christ.  In just a few short years this man, who had never seen even one 

person come to Christ in all my ministry up to that time, saw several hundred people accept Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  As we systematically followed out the webs of influence of the people 

who became Christians, each one of them had others in their web that trusted them, and with whom 

they could share their simple testimony, their “Gadarene” testimony -- “You saw what I was, you 

see what I am, Jesus made the difference.”  Each one of them had the privilege of finding at least 

one other person in their web who was ready to respond by taking the next step toward Christ.  I 

firmly believe that if we follow up the web of a new Christian within the first six to eight months 

after they have come to Christ, we will always find at least one more person who is ready to 

respond to the Gospel.  That is how it works --that is the way the Gospel spreads.  What an 

important lesson God has to teach us from the story of the Gadarene demoniac. 

 

When Jesus took His disciples to His own town of Nazareth, they went to the synagogue there, and 

His teaching amazed those who were in the synagogue, but the town took offense at Jesus.  There is 

a very interesting, and, I think, important little notation in Mark's account.  The reason they didn't 

accept His ministry was because they knew Him.  "Isn't this the carpenter, isn't this Mary's son, the 

brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon?  Aren't His sisters here with us?  They took offense at 

Him."  The thing that is most interesting about that little remark is the implication it carries.  The 

one person never mentioned there is Joseph.  It was highly unusual in Jesus' day to identify anyone 

as the son of his mother.  He would most naturally have been identified as the son of Joseph, the 

father, if in fact the people believed that Joseph was his father.  It would seem that the people of 

Nazareth had long enough memories to remember that Mary was pregnant before she was married 

to Joseph.  One of the reasons they would not accept Jesus Christ as a prophet that had come from 

God was because they believed He had been born out of wedlock.  There is one other similar 

reference in the Book of John that we will note when we come to it.  But here we have an 

independent witness, apart from the Gospel of Luke, to the Bible's understanding that Jesus Christ 

was born of a virgin, or at least was not born in the usual fashion.  This verse also makes reference 

to the fact that Jesus Christ had brothers and sisters.  One of those brothers was named James.  

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to James, and James became a disciple -- in fact, the leader of 

the church at Jerusalem and the author of the Book in the New Testament that bears his name.  At 

the point at which Mark is speaking, however, James was not a follower of Jesus. 

 

There is a great deal more that I would like to share with you about these chapters that we have read 

but our time is nearly gone.  Let me just remark to you very quickly, that I couldn't help but think as 

I read the story of Herod's foolish vow and the price he had to pay to keep it, that there is a 

similarity between this story and one we just read a week or so ago in the Book of Judges, the story 

of Jephthah.  In both cases men made foolish vows-- foolish promises -- promises that in no way 

honored God.  Then probably, because of stubborn pride, they carried out their vows, even though 

they knew they were wrong, and sinned yet again.  Be careful what you promise you will do.  But if 

you ever make a foolish vow, one that doesn't honor God, and you are called upon to keep it, repent 
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of the vow.  Don't sin yet again simply because your pride wants to keep you from losing face.   

 

The stories of the feeding of the 5000, and the faith of the Syro-Phoenician woman, and the walking 

on the water-- these are all stories we are going to encounter again so we will leave them for 

another time.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Thank you for spending this day with me.  I hope that you have a great day 

today and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 31, DAY 3         Mark 8-9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Mark chapters 8 and 9.  I want to begin our 

session this morning by asking you a simple question.  How many times has God had to teach you 

the same lesson more than once?  If you are anything like me, you would probably rather not 

answer that question – (right?) -- because the answer is more than once.  In fact, many, many times 

God has to teach us the same lesson over and over.  I take great comfort this morning from noting 

in Mark chapter 8, that the disciples of Jesus Christ were just like you and me.  God had to teach 

them the same lesson over and over, and Jesus demonstrates immense patience with the disciples.  

The story of the feeding of the 4000, which took place in the area of the Decapolis, probably no 

more than six or eight weeks after the feeding of the 5000 that had occurred on the other side of the 

lake, is quite amazing, if only because when it came time to produce the miracle, Jesus said, “I have 

compassion on these people because they have already been with me for three days and have had 

nothing to eat.”  The disciples’ reaction is, “Where in this remote place can anyone get enough 

bread to feed them?” The disciples just didn't get it.  He had already produced enough bread to feed 

5000 men plus the women and children just a few weeks before -- they had been there.  In that 

incident, he had put the whole matter in their hands and told them to feed the people, in order to test 

them, and they had failed the test.  Jesus had created all the bread that was needed, and they had 

taken up 12 basketfuls at the end of the day.  Now just a few weeks later, Jesus says in an identical 

situation, “These people are hungry.  They need a meal.”  And the disciples immediately say, "Well, 

Lord, we can't do that.  Where could we ever find enough bread out here in the desert to feed so 

many people?  Lord, it is impossible."  They just hadn't learned.  I take comfort from that, because I 

am just like that.  Over and over again, God has to teach me the same lesson.  But Jesus has 

patience, and the disciples get the lesson once again. 

 

Now I don't know why they didn't learn the lesson.  When Jesus met them out on the water that 

night, late after the first miracle of this sort, we are told that they hadn't understood the miracle of 

the loaves.  They prove that here on the other side of the sea.   

 

There is another issue as well.  It may well be that because in this instance Jesus was dealing with 

the Gentile crowd, as opposed to a Jewish crowd, a group of people in the Decapolis who weren't 

really God's people in the eyes of the disciples, they didn't expect him to do such a wonderful 

miracle.  The fact that He does reproduce that beautiful ‘feeding of the masses’ is certainly an 
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indication that Jesus Christ is the “Bread of the World,” not the Bread of the Jews, or only the 

Bread of the Gentiles, but the Bread of both the Jews and the Gentiles, the Bread of the World.  His 

Gospel is for all men. 

 

The account tells us that after all the people in this instance were satisfied, the disciples picked up 

seven basketfuls of broken pieces.  The interesting thing to notice is that the word for ‘basket’ here 

is a different word than was used in the earlier instance.  Here it is the name of a very large basket, a 

hamper if you will.  The same word is used when it describes the basket that was used to let Paul 

down over the wall in Damascus in the Book of Acts.  While only seven basketfuls were returned 

here, as opposed to 12 in the miracle in chapter 6, there may well have been more food left over 

now than there was the time before. 

 

Did you notice that right after that the Pharisees came and asked Jesus for a sign from heaven?  Can 

you imagine seeing Jesus perform the miracle they had seen and still not believing they had seen an 

adequate demonstration of His power?   

 

I am intrigued by the fact that Jesus chose Caesarea Philippi as the place at which He asked the 

disciples that monumental question, “Who do men say that I am and who do you say that I am?”  In 

the first place, Caesarea Philippi was outside of Israel and it seems strange, in a way, that Jesus 

should leave Israel and go to a place that had no association with Judaism to culminate and climax 

His ministry with His disciples.  For that moment at Caesarea Philippi is really the high point of the 

whole Gospel of Mark.  It is the peak of the mountain.  Everything is built to it and everything will 

follow from it as He moves now toward His death.  Caesarea Philippi didn't always go by that 

name.  It had once been called ‘Balenus’ for it had been a great center of the worship of Baal. 

 To this day it is called ‘Ponni’ (as a form of Pontius) - - called so because there is a cave on 

the hillside in Caesarea Philippi that is said to be the birthplace of the Greek god Pan, the god 

of nature.  Further up on that same hillside, there was a gleaming temple of white marble which 

Philip had made to the godhead of Caesar, the Roman Empire, the ruler of the world, who was 

regarded as a god.  Isn't it ironic that here, of all places, Peter saw in Jesus the reality of God 

incarnate, and declared Him to be the Son of God.   

 

“Who do you say that I am?”  The last time we looked at this story in our tour through the Book of 

Luke, we commented that is the most significant question a person can ever ask.  It really is.  Who 

is Jesus Christ?   

 

Immediately after that disclosure, Jesus starts to talk to the disciples, for the first time, plainly about 

His death, about the fact that He is going to be killed and after three days rise from the dead.  It 

doesn't appeal to them.  Peter tries to keep Him from talking about such things and is rebuked by 

Jesus in very sharp language.  Then Jesus says, “I tell you the truth.  Some of you who are standing 

here with Me will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power.”  There is 

a good deal of question about what Jesus actually meant by that.  Was He talking about the Second 

Coming?  If He was, He was mistaken, for all the disciples have been dead now for low these many 

years.  If He wasn't talking about the Second Coming, what was He referring to and how were His 
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words fulfilled?   

 

There are numerous opinions about that question, but I really think Jesus' words were fulfilled 

almost immediately, for just six days later Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him up on the 

Mount of Transfiguration, and there, to their utter amazement, they saw the curtain of reality peeled 

aside, and they were able to get just a glimpse of that greater reality that is always with us, but 

which you and I seldom, if ever, have the opportunity to see.  For there Elijah and Moses appeared 

with Jesus, talking to Him -- these two greatest figures of the Old Testament -- Moses the Law-

giver and Elijah the greatest of prophets -- Moses who had been buried by God Himself, and Elijah, 

who never died, but was simply taken to heaven in a chariot.  There they talked about the most 

momentous event in the history of the universe, the event to which their whole lives had been 

directed, the death of Christ on the cross. 

 

We have, on one other occasion at least, remarked about the importance of being very careful about 

the interpretation of prophetic passages in the Bible.  Jesus’ remarks about the fact that Elijah had 

already come and they had done to Him everything they wished, are very instructive for us here.  By 

comparing this Gospel with the other three, we can be very certain that Jesus here was talking about 

John the Baptist, and He was saying that the One who came in “the spirit and power of Elijah” 

fulfilled all the Old Testament prophesies concerning Elijah coming before the Messiah.  We need 

to be very careful about how we interpret prophecy that has not yet occurred.  Some of it may come 

to pass in ways that will really surprise us.   

 

As has come to be customary with us, our time has gone and there is so much more I would like to 

talk to you about in these chapters, but let me just remark on one thing as we close:   

 

The disciples, who had already performed many miracles, found it impossible to cast the demon out 

of the boy who had come with his father to the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration.  They couldn't 

understand their weakness, because they had already been successful on many other occasions.  

Perhaps the problem was one of overconfidence.  Because they had been successful before, they 

thought this was a situation they could handle and discovered they couldn't.  But Jesus remarks, 

“This kind can only come out by prayer.”  

 

One of the greatest lessons that you and I need desperately to learn is that the power of the Spirit of 

God, who lives and dwells in us, is only released in prayer.  Jesus promised in John 15 that we will 

have much fruit and much power, but He linked that power to prayer.  Oh, how badly we need to 

learn to pray, and when we have learned to pray, expressing our complete impotence and our total 

reliance upon Him, I am very sure we will begin to see things we never dreamed could happen 

before.  No wonder shortly after this, the Gospel of Luke records, the disciples said, "Master, teach 

us how to pray." 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 31, DAY 4         Mark 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Mark chapter 10, and it begins with a 

discussion of a very relevant topic for us today, the topic of divorce.  Anytime you talk about 

divorce, you run the risk of hurting someone, and I am very well aware as we turn our attention to 

this topic this morning, that some of you have experienced the trauma and pain of marital breakup 

and divorce in your life.  I would not willingly cause you pain for anything.  It is nevertheless 

important, given the climate of the society in which we live today, that we understand what the 

Bible has to say about marriage and divorce.  It is equally important that you understand before we 

even begin, that God's plan for your life is redemptive, and that His purpose is to restore “the years 

that the locust have eaten.”  If you have been through a divorce, if God's pattern for marriage has 

failed in your life, He loves you just as much as He loves anyone else, and His forgiveness is just as 

available to you and His grace is just as infinite to you, as to anyone else. 

 

There are three things I want to call to your attention this morning as we look at this passage.  The 

first is the little formula that Jesus quotes.  He takes it from the Book of Genesis, from God's Word 

to Moses and through Moses, to all of us.  It is a formula that is repeated several different times 

throughout the Scripture, and it is the most basic formula we have regarding what God's design for 

marriage really is.  "For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be united, (to 

cleave,) to his wife and the two shall become one flesh."  That is God's plan.  There is a “leaving,” 

the fundamental altering of relationships within families so that a new family structure can be set 

up; the re-prioritizing of relationships, so that while I still honor my mother and father as I always 

have, I no longer obey them in the same sense that I did before.  I no longer have them as the 

number one relationship in my life next to God Himself.  Now there is someone else in that 

position, my wife or my husband, the one God has given to me.  There is a “cleaving,” a 

determination to be united in heart and soul, as well as in body, with this one God has given me to 

be my partner, a determination to stay together, to literally “stick like glue”, for that is what the 

word means, to this one, no matter what.  Then there is the physical aspect of marriage, the 

becoming one flesh and enjoying in every way the wonder of this new relationship that God has 

given us.   

 

The second thing that Jesus has to say in this passage is that divorce is not part of God's plan for us. 

 According to Jesus, the Mosaic laws with regard to divorce had been instituted as a kind of 

concession, or even perhaps as a way of controlling, a situation that had already deteriorated badly.  

But that was not the plan of God.  That wasn't the design of God for man and for woman in 

marriage. Perhaps the Pharisees who asked Jesus the question were honestly seeking an answer, but 

more likely they were trying to trick Him, perhaps to bring Him into disfavor with Herod who had 

already been involved in a rather notorious divorce.  There were two views of divorce prevalent in 

Jesus day.  One school of thinking, following the writings of Rabbi Shami, held to a very strict 

interpretation.  The matter of indecency, for which the Book of Deuteronomy permits divorce, to 

them was talking only about adultery and adultery alone.  Even if a woman was as bad as Jezebel, 

unless she was guilty of adultery, there could be no divorce.  The other school of thought was that 

of Rabbi Hilel.  It was a much laxer interpretation, in fact, its interpretation was as lax as it could 
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possibly be.  Indecency might mean a wife had spoiled a dish of food, or that she talked to a 

stranger, or perhaps that she was a brawling woman.  A brawling woman was defined as anyone 

whose voice could be heard in the next house.  Human nature being what it is, the laxer view was 

prevailing.  And it is into this context that Jesus speaks.  Jesus says, not only is divorce not part of 

God's plan for you, not part of His best for you, but, He is saying, that Godly people, Christians, do 

not have the option of initiating divorce.   

 

Now, in saying this, I need to tell you that Matthew, in reporting the same conversation, adds an 

interesting expression.  He adds the words "except for marital unfaithfulness."  Even in that case 

there is no requirement that the Christian spouse seek divorce, only the permission is given, and in 

this one instance only. 

 

There are three New Testament passages that you need to be aware of.  The first is here in the Book 

of Mark, the second is in Matthew chapter 19, which is the report of the same conversation with 

that one addition, and then, in I Corinthians chapter 7, there is a passage in which Paul deals with 

the subject of marital relationships.  Taken together, these three form the backbone of all that the 

New Testament teaches us about this subject of divorce.  We will look more carefully at the I 

Corinthians passage when we study that book, but you need to make a note some place of these 

three passages, because I guarantee you will have reason to return to them over and over again, as 

you show other people what God's Word has to say about this very relevant and important topic. 

 

Now there are two other things I want for you to notice in Mark chapter 10.  The first is the story of 

the rich young ruler.  Once again, we have already examined this passage in the Book of Luke and 

we will meet it again in Matthew's account of Jesus' life and ministry.  In light of contemporary 

practice, Jesus’ reaction to the rich young ruler seems strange, for instead of welcoming him and 

signing him up for the kingdom, He puts obstacles in his road and in fact requires of him something 

that He never ever asked of anyone else. He says, “Go sell everything you have and give it to the 

poor.”  Now that is not a requirement for salvation.  But in the case of the rich young ruler, it was 

the heart issue that was at stake, for Jesus Christ demands not only to be the Savior of your sin but 

the Lord of your life.  That means there can be nothing in your life that is more important than Him. 

 Jesus, with His all-seeing eye, knew that the most important thing in the rich young ruler's life was 

his wealth.  So He put His finger on the one thing in that man's life that would be an idol -- that 

would come before his allegiance to the Lord.  Jesus says, in no uncertain terms, “That has to go. 

You can't serve Me with half a heart.  You have to serve Me with all of your heart.  I've got to be 

the Lord of all of your life.”   

 

I think we probably need to pay much more attention to these words of Jesus, especially as we 

contemplate the task of doing evangelism in the 21st century.  There is a terrible temptation to 

water down the claims of Christ, to attempt to make it easy to be a Christian, when, in fact, Jesus 

says it is no easy thing.  Salvation is a free gift, but the gift costs you everything you have because it 

costs you the lordship of your life.  “Jesus is Lord,” that is the message of His encounter with the 

rich young ruler.  Did you notice again that he was unwilling to be called good unless the ruler was 

also willing to call Him God?  “Why do you call Me good?  The only one good is God.” “ Don't 
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call me good unless you are willing to call me God.  Don't come to me unless I really am going to 

have the first place in your life.”  That is the message of Jesus in encountering this man seeking 

after salvation. 

 

The last things that I want for us to notice in chapter 10 of the Book of Mark are the two little 

incidents that give us some real insight into what ‘kingdom people’ are really like.  Jesus says, first 

of all, that kingdom people, His people, are like children.  They come with childlike faith, trusting 

God.  "Suffer the little children to come unto me."  If you want to come to me, you have got to be 

like one of these little ones.   

 

Then in that interesting encounter with James and John and their selfish, ambitious request, Jesus 

says that you have got to understand that ‘kingdom people’ not only are like children, they are 

servants.  In order to be first, you have got to be the servant of all.  Jesus is the best model we could 

possibly have. “For the Son of Man,” He says, “has come to give His life as a ransom for many.”  

Mark down that 45th verse of chapter 10 of the Book of Mark and memorize it.  It is a very 

important verse for two reasons: first, because it helps us understand what the life of Jesus -- and 

hence our life -- is supposed be like, because He is our model; but mark it down also because it 

shows us, in a very clear way, what Jesus' understanding of the cross was all about.  It is one of the 

very few times that Jesus not only tells His disciples that He is going to die, but explains why He 

must.  He is going to die as a ransom, He is going to pay the price to redeem us, to buy us back, 

because of our sin. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

WEEK 31, DAY 5         Mark 11-12 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and this is Day 5 of Week 31 of Know the Word.  Today you 

read Mark chapters 11 and 12 and have been propelled by your reading once again into the last 

week of Jesus’ life.  Mark, like Matthew, Luke and John, devotes a disproportionate amount of 

space in his Gospel to the last week of the life of the Savior.  That is because these Gospels are not 

an attempt at being a balanced biography, but rather a record of what happened in the life of Jesus 

Christ, with particular emphasis, of course, given to the whole reason that Jesus came to the earth, 

which was to die.  On Sunday, He enters the city of Jerusalem with a vast crowd of people hailing 

Him as the Messiah. "Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, 

blessed is the Son of David the Messiah."  By Friday He is crucified as a common criminal, next to 

a thief and a robber.   

 

There are just two important ideas that I would like to convey to you about the Triumphal Entry of 

the Lord into the city of Jerusalem.  The first is that it is the fulfillment of a prophecy.  The Book of 

Zachariah, chapter 9, talks about the fact that the Messiah will enter into Jerusalem, “riding on a 

colt, a foal of a donkey.”  Jesus was certainly aware of that prophecy, and in choosing to enter the 

city as He did, He is making a statement -- a very strong statement -- proclaiming Himself to be the 
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Messiah. More than that, in accepting the praise of the people as He enters, He is in fact accepting 

worship.  All of this is important to us because we must not make the mistake of believing that 

Jesus was not claiming to be the Messiah, or that somehow this role was foisted upon Him 

unwillingly.  Jesus self-consciously claimed to be the Messiah, the Son of God.  He claimed to be 

deity.  The Pharisees and the Sadducees, the Herodians, the scribes, all the opponents of Jesus 

Christ, who already on Palm Sunday were plotting to kill Him, (and had been for many, many 

months,) understood perfectly well what He was claiming.  We need to understand that also. 

 

Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was staged in such a way as to provoke the harshest of opposition from 

His critics and to make the strongest of claims to His supporters.  He came as the Messiah.  Jesus 

came to Jerusalem to die.  He knew that was the case.  His hour had come.  He wasted no time in 

provoking the angry response of His opponents.  Not only was the entry into Jerusalem calculated 

to do that, but on the next morning, He entered the temple, drove out the money changers, cleansed 

it and said, "My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations but you have made it a den 

of robbers."   

 

You remember from our study of the Book of Luke, that the temple priests had constructed an 

economic system that virtually forced everyone coming to buy their animals for sacrifice from the 

vendors that were set up in Court of the Gentiles.  It would have been virtually impossible for a 

Gentile to come and worship in the only place in the temple allotted to him, because of the 

commerce and the thievery that was going on there.  Not only were animals being bought and sold, 

but exorbitant prices were being paid, and tremendous profits reaped by the temple priests, who 

rigged the system in such a way that no one who brought a sacrifice of their own would be 

permitted to use it, and consequently had to buy, at highly inflated prices, from the vendors in the 

Court of the Gentiles.  Poor people were robbed, sincere people were prevented from worshipping, 

and Jesus Christ was full of righteous indignation.  Jesus' anger (and that is the only proper word to 

describe it,) overflowed, and He drove out those who were abusing the House of God.  That didn't 

win Him many friends among the establishment.  We can be very sure of that.   

 

Matthew and Mark both record for us a curious story, that of the cursing of the fig tree.  It is 

obvious from a reading of either one of those Gospels that Jesus somehow saw that fig tree as being 

symbolic of the condition of the nation of Israel -- showing all of the appearance and promise of 

fruit but actually bearing none.  When He cursed it, it was really an acted-out parable.  Now there 

are those who have some problems with these passages for they feel that somehow Jesus’ action 

was capricious, that it was out of character for Him to put a curse on a fig tree because He was 

angry that it didn't bear fruit.  These people miss the entire point.  This is a parable.  The fig tree is 

Israel.  Jesus was demonstrating in a most graphic way for the disciples the fate of the nation of 

Israel, if it rejected Him, its Messiah, and continued to bear no fruit.   

 

It is in the midst of this account that Jesus gives His great and challenging teaching regarding prayer 

and faith.  "Have faith in God.  I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, go throw 

yourself into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart but believes what he says will happen, it will 

be done for you.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you will receive 
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it, and it will be yours."   Well, those verses on prayer have been the stumbling block for many a 

Christian down through the ages, because the simple fact of the matter is that a great many people, 

in a great many places, and a great many times, have prayed for things that they haven't received, 

even though they believed as firmly as they could that God would give them their request.  How are 

we to handle that? Even as I speak this morning, I am reasonably certain that there have been times 

when you have prayed for things that haven't come to pass, even though you fervently believed it.  

What went wrong?  Is Jesus not telling us the truth here?  The answer, of course, is that we must 

balance this passage with the rest of what Jesus has to say about prayer and faith in the New 

Testament.  When we take this with the other passages that teach us about the importance of 

prevailing, fervent, effective, righteous prayer, a very clear picture emerges.  Effectual prayer is 

surely the path that the New Testament marks out for power in the life of a Christian.  Faith-filled 

believing prayer is the key to the full exercise of the Spirit-filled life.  Jesus teaches here, and the 

New Testament teaches consistently throughout its pages, that nothing is accomplished without 

faith-filled praying.  Faith-filled praying is persistent praying, and Spirit-filled praying is only done 

in conformity with the will of God.  If I am truly praying in the name of Jesus -- praying in the will 

of God -- and praying in the fullness of the Spirit -- I can only pray for those things which the Spirit 

of God desires.  If I keep on praying, it can only be because the Spirit of God continues to motivate 

me to do so.  If I am praying for something that is out of the will of God, He will remove the burden 

and convict me of my wrong desires.  Persistent faith-filled praying is the key to power in the 

Spirit-filled life.  If we know the will of God, and we hold on to the will of God, and we pray for 

that which Christ wants to accomplish, we can exercise the kind of faith that will move mountains 

in prayer.  Sadly, the church of Jesus Christ today knows very little of that kind of praying.  We 

badly need to learn.  

 

There are many other things in the 12th chapter of the Book of Mark that we could note together.  I 

suppose the one that is of the greatest moment to us is the masterful summary of the Christian life 

that Jesus gives.  There are really only two commandments –“ to love the Lord our God with all of 

our heart, soul and mind and then to love our neighbors as our self.”  These together sum up the 

whole of the law, the whole of the life that pleases God.   

 

I am sure that as you read this passage of Scripture today, you noted many other things that are not 

only interesting but important.  Surely the testimony that Jesus gives concerning the widow who put 

in just that one thin lepton, the tiniest coin, the thinnest coin in the Jewish economy, deserves our 

careful attention.  That widow is a great model of Christian worship and giving. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  It has been a great week we have spent together.  I trust you will have a 

wonderful weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday morning. 

   


