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WEEK 28, DAY 1            ROMANS 14 and 15 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 28 of Know the Word.  Today you read Romans 

14-15 and nearly finished “the jewel in the crown” of Scripture – the Epistle to the Romans.  One of the key 

words of this book (though we have not stopped to examine the word itself) is the word freedom!  Freedom 

from sin, freedom from law, freedom from death – those words aptly summarize the contents of chapters 6-

8: freedom.  But how will we use that freedom? 

 

In the days of the Apostle Paul, and right on down through the history of the Christian church, one of the 

most oft recurring criticisms of the Doctrine of Justification by faith alone has been the cry that, if faith 

alone in the finished work of Christ – faith apart from works of the law – is the key to heaven, then there is 

no protection from antinomianism – the belief that since we have been freed from the bondage of the law, 

we are now free to satisfy any sinful appetite – live any way we want – do anything we like – and in the end 

fall back upon the wonderful free, unmerited grace of God.  At least two times in the doctrinal section of the 

book, Paul responded to that objection.  Do you remember back in chapter 3 – he repeats the objection put 

forward to him by some of the Jews – “If our unrighteousness,” he writes “brings out God's righteousness 

more clearly what shall we say...Why not say – as we are being slanderously reported as saying...‘Let us do 

evil that good may result?’”  Then, in chapter 6, we hear it again in verse 1, “What shall we say then, shall 

we go on sinning that grace may increase?  By no means, may it never be,” he cries out.  Then again in verse 

15, “Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? – By no means, may it never be.” 

 

We are free from the law – that is true – but not so that we can go out and trample upon it by indulging 

every fleshly desire.  No – we must use our freedom responsibly for the purpose of glorifying God and 

building up the body of Christ.  Romans 14 and 15 are the distillation of Paul's thoughts on the subject of 

how a Christian might use his freedom, especially with regard to the gray areas of life – to the practices that 

some regard as sinful but which are not specifically condemned by the Word of God.  Now, before we 

examine the principles that Paul lays down here, it is imperative that we understand that these principles are 

to govern our actions with regard to disputed matters.  There are many actions that the Bible clearly labels 

as “sin.”  We do not have freedom to consciously sin against the blood of Christ, which bought us. 

 

The central thought of chapters 14 and 15 is expressed as one of the “one anothers” of the Book of Romans, 

and it is found in verse 7 of chapter 15: “Accept one another just as Christ accepted you in order to bring 

praise to God.”  There always has been, and there always will be, differences of opinion among Christians 

with regard to which activities and practices are appropriate and which are not.  There were two disputed 

areas that were issues in Paul's day, and were probably live issues in the Roman church.  One involved 

whether or not Christians should eat meat (presumably because much of the meat sold in the market places 

had been offered to idols, and the Christian could not easily tell which meat fell into that category.)  The 

second issue was whether or not Christians should celebrate the Jewish feast days.  Neither of those issues is 

very “hot” in Christian circles today, but we have our own “gray areas” and Paul's instructions to the Roman 

Christians are invaluable for us as well! 

 

The way Paul says that we can show our “acceptance” of one another is by practicing the Christian virtue of 

charity.  We have liberty, (and we may exercise it,) but we are called upon to practice charity. 

 

Here's the simple advice of Paul: The one who chooses to exercise his liberty in Christ is free to do so but 

must be very careful not to give offense to any who are weaker brothers, (i.e.  those whose conscience will 

not allow them to participate, or who could be hurt by participation.  If there is any chance of that, then we 

must refrain from exercising our freedom because it would harm a fellow believer.) 
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Let me give you a concrete example.  Let's think for a moment about the moderate use of alcohol.  The 

Bible never says it is wrong to drink alcohol.  It says, “Do not get drunk.”  That is very clear, but it never 

says, ‘don't drink anything.’  (In fact, Paul told Timothy that a little wine would be good for his stomach.  

Some valiant attempts have been made to prove that this was non-fermented grape juice as opposed to 

alcoholic wine, but I am not certain that those attempts are very convincing!)  Since this is not an action 

clearly prohibited by Scripture, I am free to engage in it or not provided: 

 

a) it doesn't offend my own conscience and  

b) it won't cause another to stumble.   

  

As a pastor I choose not to exercise my freedom here.  I voluntarily abstain from using alcoholic beverages 

because I know that many people have a propensity to drink that is so strong that if they were to take even 

one drink it could hurt them badly.  I wouldn't want anyone to follow my example in drinking socially and 

then develop a terrible addiction because of it.  Also I know that there are a great many people who, because 

of their cultural backgrounds and their family situations, feel that any use of alcohol would be for them a 

grave sin.  Because I do not care to offend them, I simply choose not to indulge.  I'm free in that area, but I 

choose not to exercise my freedom.  It just doesn't seem worth it to me.   

 

On the other hand, Paul says there are some gray areas about which you may find yourself on the other side. 

 For reasons of cultural background, or personal conviction, you cannot be comfortable with some practice 

that other Christians seem free to do.  You cannot follow their lead in such things, to do so would be to 

violate your own convictions (and therefore to sin.)  Your responsibility here, Paul says, is to obey your 

convictions, and refrain from passing judgment upon the brother or sister who has freedom in the area that 

you do not.  I know a pastor who regularly goes to a local bar to drink cokes, play pool, and witness to 

the people who frequent that establishment looking for friendships and acceptance.  It is for him a 

very fruitful source of non-Christian contacts and he has had many opportunities to share Christ.  I 

doubt that I could be comfortable doing that.  Spending a lot of time in a place like that would be very 

hard for me; in fact, it would violate my conscience, and for me it would be sin.  But I have no right to 

say that it is wrong or sinful for him.  I am sure that you have the idea now.   

 

Did you hear me use the word “cultural?”  I've said it three or four times now in a rather short period of 

time.  It seems to me that a good many of the “gray areas,” about which we experience so much discomfort, 

are “cultural” rather than Biblical.  I grew up with a whole list of things that Christians “don't” do.  Now at 

the span of 30 or more years I can look back and realize that a lot of those standards were cultural rather 

than Biblical – that is, honest Christian people, in an attempt to apply Biblical principles, did just what the 

Pharisees did in the days before Christ, and made up a lot of extra-Biblical rules to try to “standardize” the 

Christian life.  Hence, to avoid contamination with the world in Jesus' day, no one was supposed to, by this 

cultural standard, eat meat.  In my childhood, going to the movies, dancing, playing cards and several other 

such practices fell into the category of things Christian didn't do.  But the Bible itself doesn't speak of them 

(except dancing, which of course the Old Testament mentions in connection with acceptable God honoring 

worship!).  Imagine my surprise when I came into contact with Christians from other cultures who didn't 

think any of those things were wrong, but had some different taboos that I felt completely free about.  (Did 

you know that many Christians in Switzerland think that drinking Coca-Cola is wrong?  I could get in real 

trouble with them unless we manage to both practice the principles of Romans 14 and 15!  There are lots of 

believers who have scruples about the drinking of coffee!)  I don't wish to belabor this, but I want for us to 

realize that some of our “standards” are really not Biblical; they are cultural. 
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I've taken our whole time together to talk about just one thing this morning, but it is important for us, so that 

we can get on with one another.  This passage really envisions four mindsets with regard to these “gray 

areas”: 

 

Joe Aldrich, in a chapter entitled “Avoiding Evil Instead of its Appearance”, says that sometimes 

we are participating mature brothers, believing that we have freedom to participate in the gray area 

(for example, going to the movies).  Our conclusion is that it is okay for us, but we know that it may 

be sin for others.  If that is our position, we need to be careful of causing a susceptible weaker 

brother to stumble.  (I'll explain that in a minute.)  We must be careful also not to abuse our liberty 

in Christ.  (Seeing an X-rated film would do that.)   

 

On the same issue, however, it is possible that we might be a non-participating mature brother.  Our 

attitude then would be that going to the movies is not sin, but we choose not to do it.  The potential 

danger in this view would be to believe ourselves to be a little more spiritual than the participating 

mature brother.   

 

A third mind set would be that of the susceptible weaker brother, who realizes that going to the 

movies is not wrong for everyone, but it would be wrong for him because it would offend his 

conscience in some way.  That believer must not attend.   

 

The fourth mind set, and the one that has perhaps the most power to divide the body of Christ, is 

what Aldrich calls the professional weaker brother, who concludes that movies (or some other gray 

area) are wrong for everybody, refuses to participate, and then concludes that anyone who does 

participate is guilty of sin and worthy of being judged.  That professional weaker brother then 

becomes very judgmental, and usually has a pretty hard time living with other Christians, often 

breaking fellowship with them for the wrong reasons. 

 

Well our time is gone so I'll say good-bye for now.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again 

tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 28, DAY 2       ROMANS 16 and PSALM 133 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Romans 16 and Psalm 133.  I am praying that our trip 

together through the Epistle to the Romans has been a beneficial experience for you.  A number of years ago 

I was teaching a Bible study on this book, which was attended by a number of college students who were 

new believers.  I tried to help them understand how important the Book of Romans was and several times, as 

I have in the past few weeks with you, encouraged them to memorize significant verses and passages.  One 

of those new converts made steady progress in the Lord, came to every Bible study and a few months after 

we had finished our tour through the Book of Romans came to me and said, “Pastor, I've finished; what 

should I do next?”   He took me quite off guard, and I had no idea what he was talking about.  “What do you 

mean?” I asked.  His answer was quick – “I've finished memorizing Romans.  What do I do next?”  I want 

you to know that experience transformed his life.  Today he is a successful pastor and church planter.  Now 

I'm not suggesting that as a result of the last two-and-a-half weeks that you are going to change your life's 

vocation or anything like that, but I know that this is a life-transforming book.  I trust that the things we've 

thought and talked about will in fact change your life. 
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I want to spend some of our time this morning summarizing and recalling some of the high points of the 

Book, but before I do that, we need to make just a few observations about the final chapter of Paul's greatest 

Epistle.  The first thing that becomes quite apparent here is that Paul is not an abstract theoretician who 

writes ivory tower works of theology but who does not have any real contact with the everyday lives of 

people.  Anyone who stops to think for even one minute about what we know of Paul's life would 

immediately dismiss that thought, but the last chapter of Romans makes it crystal clear that, in spite of Paul's 

commitment to theology proper, he never loses sight of the fact that Christianity is all about people. 

 

Remember, Paul has never been to Rome.  This is not one of the churches that he personally founded.  

While it is clear that some of the people he greets in chapter 16 – many of them in fact – were either his 

friends or perhaps even relatives, it is equally certain that a number of the people mentioned here were 

people that he had never met – but he “knows” them because he has been praying for them, and because he 

has educated himself as to the work of God among the people in Rome.  Some of the people that he greets 

here he has never even seen, but regularly he prays for them, and often he thinks of them, and he makes it 

his business to find out how it is going for them.   

 

The ones that he personally knows are:   

 

First of all, Aquila and Priscilla – they were his main helpers in establishing the church in Corinth.  

Do you remember meeting them in Acts 18?   They had gone to Corinth because all of the Jews had 

been expelled from Rome, possibly because of sharp disagreements regarding the Jewish Christian 

claims that Jesus was the Christ.  Evidently that expulsion had been lifted after a time, and Aquila 

and Priscilla, who God had used so mightily in Corinth, (and who had literally risked their necks for 

Paul), had returned to Rome.  In them Paul had some very powerful advocates.   

 

Next there was Epaenetus – apparently the first convert in the Province of Asia.  At the very end of 

I Corinthians, Paul mentions the household of Stephanas as the first fruit of Asia.  Apparently 

Epaenetus was a member of that family who were the very first to believe in Christ in that place.  

We know nothing beyond this about them.  This makes us realize how very little we really know 

about Paul's life and ministry.  We are deeply indebted to Dr.  Luke for what we do know, but there 

was so much more to his life as the pioneer missionary to the Gentiles that we will not know about 

until we get to glory. 

 

He greets Mary, who had labored somehow, somewhere, on Paul's behalf.  There is no evidence to 

connect this Mary with any of the other women of that name in Scripture.  It was certainly not Jesus' 

mother and probably not any of the others we know by that name.   

 

Andronicus, Junias and Herodion are identified as Paul's relatives (though he might only mean by 

that word that they were Jews).  Apparently the apostle worked his own web of influence as well 

and that of others.   

 

These, at least, including Phoebe mentioned in verse 1, are the individuals personally known to 

Paul.  One thing that clearly shows from this is that Paul, who had never been to Rome, had a lot of 

personal friends and relatives there.  That fact underscores the importance of Rome, the capital of 

the empire.  These people all knew Paul from other places, then traveled to Rome – the great 

magnet.  If the church in that city could be strengthened, it would have an impact on the whole 

empire.  That's why Paul wanted to go to Rome so much. 
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The reference to Andronicus and Junias is interesting because Paul identifies them as “apostles” who were 

in Christ before Paul himself.  We have previously noted that while the word “apostle” is a very special one 

with a restricted meaning – a word that as far as we can tell was not applied to any after the first generation 

of believers because of the requirements (you had to have personally been with Jesus and personally been 

appointed by Him).  The authority (apostles, like Old Testament prophets, spoke for God), also set them 

apart from others.  There were more apostles than the 13 (the 12 plus Paul) that we commonly identify.  

Andronicus and Junias were apostles among that select group. 

 

Another interesting thing to note about Romans 16 is that the chapter seems to strongly suggest that the 

church in Rome was really a group of small house churches meeting in different homes throughout the city 

and surrounding area.  Many of the workers noted and greeted were in all probability the individuals 

responsible for caring for and nurturing the believers in these small groups.  The picture that emerges here is 

one of health and strength, as the believers in Rome grew together in Christ.  (That is why I asked you to 

read the few verses of Psalm 133 here.  These were believers who were dwelling together in unity, and the 

church prospered greatly in their city.) 

 

I can't pass over these verses without also noting the number of women who were working in very 

responsible and effective ministry positions in this church.  Phoebe, the servant of the church at Cenchrea – 

(could she have been the leader?  She did carry the letter from Corinth to Rome!) Priscilla, (who we know 

was a leader), Mary, Tryphena, and Tryphosa, the mother of Rufus (who may have been the same man who 

had labored with Paul at Antioch – again we don't know) – and there were other women as well.  Don't ever 

let anyone tell you that women cannot have significant ministry roles.  They did in the New Testament, and 

none less than the apostle Paul approved and appreciated them! 

 

In the minutes remaining to us this morning, I want to just remember with you – one last time – some of the 

important things we learned from this Book: 

 

In chapter 1, the main argument of the book began in verse 18 with those chilling words, “For the 

wrath of God is revealed from heaven...” We learned that all men began with a knowledge of God, 

but that sin corrupts and tends inevitably toward idolatry.  Sin quickly spirals downward, until 

finally God gives human beings up to the depravity they have chosen for themselves.   

 

In chapter 2 we learned that just having the great privilege of special revelation is not sufficient to 

save.  In fact, everyone relying on keeping the law for salvation will fail in their goal.   

 

Chapter 3 contains the turning point of the epistle in verse 21, “But now a righteousness from God 

has been revealed, a righteousness apart from the law.”  The paragraph that follows contains these 

three great words, justification, redemption and propitiation, and answers the question of what 

happened on the cross as well as it is answered anywhere in Scripture. 

 

Chapter 4 talks about “justification by faith” illustrated in the life of Abraham.   

 

Chapter 5 compares the two Adams who represented mankind, one in failure and sin, and one in 

obedience and righteousness.   

 

Chapter 6 describes our freedom from sin.   

 

Chapter 7 – our freedom from law.   
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Chapter 8 – our freedom from death through the life and ministry of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Chapter 9 stated in such clear and unambiguous terms the doctrine of election that it is impossible 

for us to evade.   

 

Chapter 10 – the rationale or apology for missionary work.   

 

Chapter 11 answers the question about what will happen to the Jewish people.   

 

Chapter 12 brings us that wonderful “body analogy”, explaining that, in the body of Christ, the 

church, we are related to “one another.”    

 

Chapter 13 deals with the Christian and his relationship to civil authorities.   

 

Chapters 14 and15 – the principles governing the stronger and weaker brothers telling how to live in 

an attitude of acceptance.   

 

Then chapter 16 contains Paul's personal greetings. 

 

Many of you may be already familiar with the “Romans Road.”  It is a simple progression of Bible verses 

found in this great letter which, when taken together, provide a remarkably clear and effective way of 

explaining the Gospel for one who is ready to believe:   

 

Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  It is critically important 

that everyone understand that they are personally guilty of sin – it is a universal problem.   

 

Romans 5:8 – “But God commended his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 

died for us.”  God took the initiative.  He sent Christ to die as our substitute.   

 

Romans 6:37 – “The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.”  As a result of His voluntary death on the cross, Christ offers us eternal life as a free gift.   

 

Finally, in Romans 10:9 – “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”   

 

You might want to note those verses, and if you haven't already done it, memorize them.  The “Romans 

Road” is a very valuable tool to the life of the witnessing Christian. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 28, DAY 3                PSALMS 5, 14, 15, 36, 53, and 58 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning you read a collection of Psalms – Psalms 5, 14, 15, 36, 

53 and 58.  I dare say that the general tenor of these Psalms was not terribly uplifting or tending toward 

praise.  Although there were some glimpses of ultimate victory and some hints that God will rise up and 



7 
 

defend the righteous, thus provoking from them a response of praise, the main thrust of what you read this 

morning is that mankind is bad, corrupt, evil and completely deserving of whatever judgment and penalty 

God might choose to bring upon them. 

 

I guess you have long since learned that not every passage of Scripture will lift you up in glorious 

celebration – that is generally true because not all passages of Scripture focus on telling us about the 

attributes and actions of God.  Some, like the Psalms we read today, tell us about more about the attributes 

and actions of men.  Because the Scripture always tells the truth, these parts can be pretty depressing. 

 

Now the first thing I want to do this morning is to give you an explanation of why I selected these Psalms 

for you to read today.  It's really pretty simple.  The third chapter of Romans, in which Paul brings to a 

conclusion his first major point, that is, that all men are guilty and without excuse before God, makes use of 

a whole string of Old Testament quotations.  Many of those quotations originate in the Psalms of David that 

we read today.  Psalm 5, 14, 36 and 53 are all directly quoted in Romans 3.  I had you read Psalm 15 

because in the Psalter it stands as a contrast to Psalm 14.  Psalm 58 was included because, even though Paul 

does not quote from it in Romans 3, it contains a seed thought that will help us to understand more clearly 

what Paul (and David) taught about the nature of man. 

 

Let's start by reminding ourselves of how Paul uses these passages and what it is that, by the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit, He is attempting to teach us.  “Jews and Gentiles alike,” Paul writes, “are all under sin.  As 

it is written (in Psalm 14 and Psalm 53) there is no one righteous, not even one.  There is no one who 

understands, no one who seeks God, all have turned away.  They have together become worthless.  There is 

no one who does good not even one…no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the 

law...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  That, as we have observed before, is crystal 

clear.  Paul says there is among men only one class of being.  It is the class of sinners, and every human 

being is a member of that class.  All human beings are sinners.  John is a human being, therefore John is a 

sinner.  It's airtight logic and there is no escape. 

 

Now let's go back to the Psalms and wrestle with King David for a few minutes.  Let's start with Psalm 5.  

“You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil.  With you the wicked cannot dwell.  The arrogant cannot 

stand in your presence.  You hate all who do wrong.”  (Did you notice he doesn't say you “hate the sin but 

love the sinner”?  That is a fine distinction that I have heard many Christians make, but the Bible doesn't 

make it!)  David goes on – “declare them guilty O God...banish them for their many sins...but let all who 

take refuge in you be glad...for surely you bless the righteous.”  In Psalm 36, there is an equally grim 

description of the class of men that David calls “the wicked.”  They have ‘no fear of God, they flatter 

themselves so much that they can neither see nor hate their own sin.  They are deceitful, foolish and 

irrevocably committed to doing evil.’  What a marked contrast David offers in that Psalm between corrupt 

men and a faithful God whose ‘love reaches to the heaven, whose faithfulness reaches to the skies, whose 

righteousness is like the mighty mountains, and whose justice is like the ocean deeps.’ 

 

From these Psalms it is clear enough that evildoers are not only corrupt, but are thoroughly corrupt – totally 

depraved – if we care to use the language of theology that we previously encountered.  What is not clear 

from these Psalms alone is whether or not David, like Paul, would insist upon placing all of humanity in that 

class. 

 

Psalm 58, which, like Psalm 5, contains an “imprecatory” passage (that is, a portion of the Psalm in which 

the Psalmist cries out for God to physically punish the evildoers who rail against their Creator and persecute 

His people), expands our notion of the thoroughness with which sin has corrupted our natures.  It tells us 
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that the wicked are ‘born’ with a corrupt nature.  “The wicked are estranged for the womb; they go astray as 

soon as they are born speaking lies.”  Corrupt from birth – that is what David says about the sin nature.  Sin 

thoroughly corrupts because we are born with the chain of it wrapped around our necks.  In Psalm 58 then, 

there is a hint that sin might well be a universal problem.  It is the 14th and the 53rd Psalms that make it 

very clear that David believed exactly the same thing that Paul did.  I am sure you noticed the strong parallel 

between those two Psalms.  Psalm 53 appears to be a re-write of Psalm 14.  “There is no one who does 

good,” David writes, “The Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who 

understand, any who seek God.  All have turned aside.  They have together become corrupt.  There is no one 

who does good, not even one!”  That is David's verdict – speaking in the power of the Holy Spirit – and it 

agrees entirely with that of the Apostle Paul. 

 

Here is a summary, then, of what the Psalmist and the Apostle say about sin:   

 

A) It is totally pervasive, that is, it affects every part of the life of man.   

  

B) It is completely extensive, in that every single human being is subject to its power.   

 

C) It is degenerative, that is, sin always leads to more sin, and more destructive sin.   

 

D) It is innate, that is, we are born with sin natures.  (I want to come back to this thought in just a 

moment.)   

 

E) It is terminal, like some diseases, in that there is no known human cure (that is precisely why 

Christ had to come).   

 

How serious is the problem of sin in human society?  The unanimous answer of both the Old Testament and 

the New Testament is that it could not be more serious!  How serious do most people in our society believe 

sin is?  Not very serious at all, I'm afraid. 

 

The contrast between Psalm 14, which describes the man in sin, and Psalm 15, which describes the 

righteous man, could not be more glaring.  “Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary?  Who may live on your 

holy hill?” The answer is, “He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous and who speaks the 

truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue...” But whose walk is blameless?  Who always does 

what is righteous?  The answer of King David, already given, is no one – “no, not one.”   

 

You see, there is perfect agreement here between David and Paul.  They agree that anyone who completely 

keeps the law of God would be justified in the eyes of God by his own good works.  But they also agree that 

no one, not in their day and not in our day, can ever keep the law.   

 

That puts them in agreement about a third thing.  If anyone is ever to be justified before God it will be by 

virtue of His mercy and His mercy alone, and on the basis of a righteousness outside man's own efforts – an 

“imputed” righteousness.  It is interesting that Psalm 32, a great, great Psalm of David which we will read 

later, begins with these words, “How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity.” 

 

Now, I would like to go back for a little while to that verse I quoted from Psalm 58.  “The wicked are 

estranged from the womb.  They go astray as soon as they be born speaking lies!”  You and I may not like 

this, but it is quite clear that you and I are sinners by birth. 
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Babies are born with sin natures.  If you have ever had children, I doubt very much that I will have to do 

anything at all to convince you of the truth of that fact.  Three-week-old babies have no trouble expressing 

selfish desires or staging temper tantrums.  It's natural.  No one has to teach them.  I never taught any of my 

three children how to lie, but as soon as they could speak they knew how to do that! They are sinners – they 

were sinners from birth. 

 

Several weeks ago, we spent a little bit of time talking together about what happens when young children 

die.  We know now that they have sin natures, and the Bible does not indulge us ever with a clear-cut 

answer to the question of “what about the death of infants?”  I will, for the sake of comfort, however, 

remind you of a few things that are to be found in Scripture with reference to this subject.  The first is found 

in the story of David and Bathsheba, and the baby that was born out of their adulterous liaison.  That baby 

died.  But David expresses full confidence with regard to its destiny.  The baby, he believed, was with the 

Lord.  Further, there is the little word at the end of John chapter 9 which I previously told you about.  Jesus 

there is dealing with Pharisees who are spiritually blind, but will not admit it and He says to them, “If you 

really were blind (that is, without the ability to consciously choose between good and evil) you would not be 

guilty, but because you say you can see – you are accountable.”  Then there is a little comment in I 

Corinthians 7 that says the children of a believing parent are “sanctified” through the believing parent.  Paul 

does not tell us exactly what he means by that, but he gives us grounds for great confidence regarding the 

eternal destiny of the young children of believers who die in infancy.  The Bible, however, nowhere (as we 

have previously noted) speaks of an “age of accountability.”  We have grounds for great confidence with 

regard to our children, and we have great incentives to bring them early to acknowledge personal faith and 

trust in Jesus Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 28, DAY 4                        JUDGES 1:1-3:6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we returned to the history of Israel and have begun to read the 

Book of Judges.  In fact, we read the first section of the Book, the prologue running from 1:1-3:6, which sets 

the stage historically for the remainder of the Book by describing Israel's occupation of the Promised Land 

in the days following Joshua's death, and by giving us a basic perspective on the recurring cycles of 

apostasy, oppression, entreaties to God and deliverance. 

 

The main body of the Book, which we will begin reading tomorrow, revolves about the work of six major 

judges: Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson.  We will become familiar with each of 

these characters in due time. 

 

If you are like most Christians, we are entering now into some rather unfamiliar Biblical territory.  Most of 

us had some prior knowledge of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, of Moses and Joshua and even Caleb – 

this from our Sunday School experience, if from nothing else.  But Othniel, Ehud, Jephthah and company 

are decidedly less familiar to us.  For that reason I would like to encourage you today to begin a list of the 

judges and other significant people and places we will meet in the Book of Judges.  You may put that in 

your notebook if you are keeping one.  It will be a help to you to take some notes on each to remember who 

they are! 

 

The English title of the book comes from the Latin title, which in turn rests upon the Greek Septuagint title 
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of the book.  (Just in case I haven't told you this before, the Septuagint was a Greek translation of the 

Hebrew Old Testament, produced in the centuries before Christ for the Jews of the Diaspora, who were 

becoming increasingly distant from their mother tongue of Hebrew.)  But if you are thinking that the main 

characters were probably legal judges who settled land and property disputes, you have gotten the wrong 

idea.  We will, in fact, see some of that as we move through the pages of this book.  Predominately, the 

“judges” were deliverers – or saviors – raised up by the Spirit of God to accomplish the redemption needed 

by His covenant people.  As we read about these different human judges (nearly every one of which had 

some outstanding defect almost as striking as his strength) we need to keep in mind that the real judge of 

Israel is always God.  He is the one who gives them over into the hands of their oppressors; He is the one 

who raises up deliverers; it is His spirit that comes upon the judges and equips them to do their jobs. 

 

By way of introduction there is one more thing that I want to share with you that you will not get from your 

English Bibles – that is, that in the Hebrew Bible, this book is not found with the books of Moses, (neither 

for that matter was Joshua), but is in the second section of the Hebrew Bible, which is called “The 

Prophets.”  The Hebrew Bible has three sections: The Law, The Prophets and The Writings.  It seems funny 

to us that Joshua and Judges would be “prophetic” books in the Hebrew Canon; after all, they only recount 

history.  But that does help us to once again realize that delivering God's message to His people – explaining 

the meaning behind the current events of their lives – is just as much the job of a prophet as telling the 

future and predicting things that are not going to happen for hundreds of years yet. 

 

In your reading this morning of the introduction to the Book of Judges, here are some of the things I hope 

that you noticed.  First of all, I am certain you noticed that over and over again, seven times in chapter 1 

alone, we are told that the tribes of Israel failed to completely drive out the inhabitants of Canaan before 

them.  Caleb and his family succeeded, but the tribal groups failed.  Judah took the hill country, but did not 

fully conquer the plain.  Benjamin failed to dislodge the Jebusites, who lived around Jerusalem. 

 

(By the way, even though Jerusalem was burned and sacked by the armies of Judah, it was not settled by the 

Jews.  The native Jebusites resettled it, or re-took it, and remained in that city until the days of King David.  

He conquered it and made it the capital of Israel.)  Ephraim and Manasseh, Zebulun and Asher, Naphtali 

and Dan – tribe after tribe failed to accomplish what God had told them to do, and what they themselves had 

faithfully pledged they would do. 

 

Now I have a very important question.  Was the failure due to inability (these people were just so much 

stronger than expected) or disobedience?  I think the account itself makes the answer pretty obvious.  It was 

disobedience not inability.  I know that for two reasons.  First, I know it, because in the case of Manasseh, 

Ephraim, Zebulun and Naphtali, we are told explicitly that the native inhabitants were subjugated and put to 

forced labor.  If you can enslave a nation, you can drive it out – if you want to.  When Judah burned and 

sacked Jerusalem the Jebusites could have been driven out – but they weren't.  Interesting… more than that, 

I also know that it was “disobedience not inability” because from Genesis to Revelation I cannot find one 

single instance of God requiring anything of anyone that He was unwilling to give them the ability to do.  If 

God requires, God enables.  You may take that to be a settled rule!! 

 

“A lack of adequate strength was not Israel's problem.  Divine resources were readily available...The choice 

was made to disregard God's command and seek constructive roles for their servants to fill.  They reasoned 

that their adversaries could carry wood, draw water, build houses and tend children.  They could keep them 

busy enough.  Their reply to Jehovah was in effect, “Isn't this a better arrangement?  We have not been so 

cruel as to drive them away from hearth and home.  Instead we have created legitimate reasons for them to 

remain in our midst.  What they were actually saying was that God's plan had been improved upon.  There 
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was a better way…. ” (Elwood McQueen; Not to the Strong; Friends of Israel; Bellmann; NJ; 1991)  That 

summary pretty well sums up what was happening here. 

 

We need to be very clear about the fact that every single problem or catastrophe that Israel faced during this 

very long period was directly traceable to the incomplete obedience of the first generation of Israelites after 

Joshua!!  That, my friends, is a very sobering thought.  If we fail to completely obey all that God gives us to 

do, then I wonder what life will be like for the next generations who arrive in our churches and in our land. 

 

The second great thing that I want for us to notice about this passage is that behind every chapter, every 

paragraph, virtually every sentence in the Book of Judges, is the cardinal truth that the Lord is the Sovereign 

Lord of history.  He is definitely controlling what is happening here.  Israel, we are told, forsook the Lord 

and provoked the Lord to anger – so the Lord handed them over to raiders who plundered them – He sold 

them to enemies all around.  The political and military reversals suffered by Israel during the long period of 

the Judges, and right up until the time of David, had nothing to do with the relative strength of the 

Philistines living in the prosperous cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath (don't forget the 

name Gath – we'll hear later from its most famous citizen, Goliath of Gath ,who never would have been 

around to trouble Israel if they had only done what God told them to do in the first place!)  Israel's problems 

were all divine judgments.  When a nation stops acknowledging God, He allows them to get into all kinds of 

hot water, primarily so that He can once again get their attention.  That is the story of Israel and of us! 

 

Third, notice with me the encounter with the angel of the Lord at Bokim.  The angel of the Lord (that 

mysterious messenger who, you will remember, is often taken to be none other than the Son of God 

Himself, in a preincarnate appearance), met them at Bokim, (which means “weeping”), and confronted them 

with their sinfulness.  You need to know that God always confronts sin.  My prayer, however, is that we will 

respond more appropriately when He confronts us than Israel did.  They wept and they sacrificed, but they 

didn't change – not even a little.  Later in their history, a disobedient king was going to hear a very important 

little sentence.  Maybe we can learn it now – it says, “To obey is better than sacrifice!”  Israel hadn't learned 

that as we read the Book of Judges. 

 

I also want you to notice the progression noted in chapter 2.  First it says, “A generation grew up who 

neither knew the Lord nor what He had done for Israel.”  No wonder Moses and Joshua both had so much to 

say about remembering.  A generation without personal dealings came along and they forgot what God had 

done! I wonder if it was the fault of the parents who were too busy to teach them or of the children who 

were too busy to listen.  In all probability it was both.  But when you forget what God has done, you stop 

giving Him glory.  Then they did evil and then they involved themselves in idolatry.  Chapter 3 hints that the 

idolatry could very well have come as the result of mixed marriages with the peoples of the land.   

 

There is a cycle portrayed in this introduction that we will see played out over and over again: 

 

Israel forgets God – Israel forsakes God – Israel worships other gods – God sends judgment upon 

Israel – Israel cries out to God – God raises up a deliverer- God saves Israel – Israel pledges to serve 

God.  Then it starts all over again!   

 

These folks were on a terrible, terrible treadmill.  It is my great prayer that if we are on that same treadmill, 

our study of the Book of Judges will help to get us off. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 28, DAY 5               JUDGES 3, 4 and 5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you began the main section of the Book of Judges.  You read 

chapters 3, 4 and 5, the stories of Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Barak, and Deborah. 

 

Very quickly, the writer of the Book (traditionally it has been attributed to Samuel), settles into a pattern.  

Each section starts with this statement, “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord...”  Judgment in the 

form of domination by some foreign oppressor followed, and after a long period of domination the Israelites 

cried out to God and He raised up a deliverer and the land had peace for a period of years, until once again 

the Israelites did evil in the sight of the Lord.   

 

The first, and perhaps the most important thing we need to understand today, is that this is not a pattern that 

applies only to Israel in the years before 1000 BC.  It was true before that time and long after – and the 

principles which govern that pattern are still just as operative today.  For many years – generations – Israel 

languished in exactly the same vicious cycle.  There are thousands of Christians who unfortunately have 

locked themselves into the same repetitive cycle.  Be careful that you do not become like them.  It's a 

terrible way to live. 

 

I will leave you to note the rather sparse details regarding the lives of Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar and Barak.  

One detail only needs explanation.  Ehud's left-handedness is noted because the story is otherwise 

inexplicable.  It was a sign of cursedness in that culture to be left-handed, so no one was.  If you were left-

handed by nature, you learned to be right-handed.  Since a left-handed person would strap a sword to the 

opposite thigh than a right-handed warrior, Ehud was able to slip his weapon past Eglon's guards without 

being detected. 

 

The most important thing for us to realize today is that God's first priority in times of spiritual decline is to 

raise up godly leaders.  Every time Israel cried out, God raised up a leader.  In the song of Deborah in 

chapter 5, the theme of leadership keeps recurring.  “When the princes of Israel take the lead… praise the 

Lord...  village life ceased until I Deborah arose, a mother in Israel… later my heart is with Israel's leaders.” 

 I can't tell you how significant this is, because when I look around the world and compare places where the 

church is thriving – places like South Korea, Brazil, and even China – I find strong godly leadership.  That 

is what makes the difference.  No church is ever more godly, faith-filled, committed or spiritually alive than 

its leaders.  A church may have less faith, less vision, less commitment, or less holiness than its leaders, but 

it will never have more! 

 

And where do these leaders come from?  Did you notice the explanation given for Othniel's success? It says, 

“The spirit of the Lord came upon him.”  God chose the one who would be the leader – He always does.  

None of these judges chose himself.  No leader ever does.  Spiritual leaders are always chosen by God.  I 

have been trying to understand why God chose Deborah.  Maybe there were no men available, maybe she 

was the most godly person around.  Maybe it was God's way of underscoring the origin of the victory.  It is 

entirely possible that Israel gave too much credit to Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar because they were mighty 

warriors, and too little credit to God.  Maybe choosing a woman was God's way of totally humiliating the 

armies of Jabin and Sisera – the heroes of the battle were two women, Deborah and Jael.  Maybe it was to 

demonstrate the positive role that women can play in the Kingdom of God.  I don't know why God chose 

Deborah, but the bottom line is this: God chose her.  God chose her; God chooses the leaders. 

 

God makes leaders, but I don't want to simply leave it there, because it is possible from that fifth chapter and 

the song that Deborah sings, to identify several characteristics of her leadership that are always present in 
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the men and women who make a difference for Him.   

 

The first thing that I see there is that godly leaders are people who want to influence others by the power of 

the lives they live.  Someone has once defined leadership in just one word, “influence.” Dwight Eisenhower 

defined a leaders as ‘a person who can get other people to do what he wants done is such a way that they 

think they are doing what they want done.’  I'm not sure that is a totally Biblical definition, but it does 

underscore the concept of leaders influencing people.  Leaders want to influence people.  They want to 

make a difference in other people's lives and Deborah was like that.  God had put it in her heart to influence 

people, to make a difference.  That is why she made herself available to all the people who came for advice. 

 It seems to me today that I see a lot of Christians who don't want to make a difference, who don't want to 

influence others, who say things like, “Well, they have their religion, who am I to change them?”   They 

want to be followers instead of leaders.  God's leaders always influence people, and they always do it by the 

power of their own lives – they lead by example.   

 

Barak came to Deborah and he said, “I'm not going to lead the troops into battle unless you come.”  That 

request was no problem for her – she led them into battle.  As a father, I am supposed to lead my family – 

not tell them what to do, but to show them – show them how to do it by the power of my example.  That is 

what real leaders do. 

 

There is a very frightening verse in one of Paul's letters, I Corinthians 11:1 – frightening to me at least 

sometimes.  It says, “Follow me while I follow Christ.”  Leaders lead by the power of the example of their 

lives.  Deborah didn't just say, ‘Go do this.’  She said, ‘Come, follow me.’  That is what Ehud said, and I 

guess that is what Shamgar said as well, in his story so brief we really don't know.   

 

Another thing about godly leaders, is that they have a passion for the glory of God.  Over and over again it 

comes through in the Song of Deborah, there in chapter 5, “Give the glory to God.” ‘We didn't win this 

battle, God won it.  We didn't defeat 900 iron chariots and tens of thousands of men.  We only had 10,000 

soldiers and they weren't properly equipped.  But God sent the rain, God won the battle.’ 

 

Deborah is very careful in her song to make sure that God gets the credit for the victory.  The victory is the 

victory of the Lord, His triumph as the Champion of Israel.  Spiritual leaders are always identifiable by their 

concern that ‘God gets the glory.’  We see a lot of television preachers, and one very quick criterion that we 

could use to sort the good ones from the bad ones, is to ask a real simple question, “Who is getting the glory 

here – who gets the glory?”  Spiritual leaders want to give the glory to God.   

 

Another characteristic I see in this song of Deborah of spiritual leaders, is that they are willing to take great 

risks, because first of all they have understood the mind of God, and because, secondly, they know that God 

will act on behalf of His people.  Remember Joshua standing there in the Valley of Aijalon saying, “O Lord, 

make the sun stand still.’  What a risk!  Ehud took a risk.  Shamgar took risks.  Deborah was willing to take 

a tremendous risk; they were vastly undermanned.  With a woman at the lead, would Israel follow?  They 

didn't have any adequate weapons, not compared to the army of Sisera, but you see Deborah knew the mind 

of God.  She knew what God wanted to do and she believed that God would act to meet the needs of His 

people.  That is what leadership is all about. 

 

If God ever chooses you to be a leader, and I know that already He has chosen many of you, you need to do 

three things:  You need to get to know what God's plan for you and your church is.  You need to believe that 

God will do it.  Then you need to risk whatever you have to in order to act on the promise of God.  I am sure 

that as we continue to look at the Book of Judges, we are going to find some other characteristics as well of 
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spiritual leaders.  Maybe you will want to keep a list of them.  But I am sure about these characteristics – 

and I am very sure that the key to changing our community for Christ is in the development of God-chosen 

leaders – men and women who don't care what it costs, but are ready to risk everything to give God the 

glory and trust Him for the victory they know He will bring. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 


