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WEEK 27, DAY 1                          ROMANS 6 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 27 of Know the Word.  Today you read Romans 

chapter 6.  Different Bible scholars outline this grand Pauline Epistle in different ways, but most expositors 

see chapter 6 as the beginning of a new section in Paul's argument.  Remember now that Part 1 of the epistle 

includes the first 11 chapters – everyone agrees on that.  The introduction is 1:1-15 (or if you include the 

introduction of the theme of the letter in that introduction, 1-17).  The next section, dealing with man's 

universal need, the universality of his sinfulness, goes from 1:18-3:20 and is summarized three verses later 

by that great and very familiar verse, “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

 

In 3:21-5:21 God's answer to man’s need is stated and explained.  It can be summarized in just three words, 

“justification by faith.”  It is explained in that great paragraph in which God is shown to be both just and the 

justifier – and these three wonderful words, justification, redemption, and propitiation are related.  It is 

linked to the Old Testament in chapter 4, through the example of Abraham, and its results are explained in 

chapter 5 – peace, joy and hope. 

 

Chapters 6, 7, and 8 form the next sub-section of the book.  F.F. Bruce gives us an easy outline by saying 

that these chapters describe the Christian life as one of freedom from sin (chapter 6), freedom from law 

(chapter 7), and freedom from death (chapter 8).  In theological terms, what has happened here is that Paul 

has turned his attention from the doctrine of justification to the doctrine of sanctification – the process by 

which believers grow into maturity in Christ.  Now, as a pastor and as an individual Christian, I am mightily 

interested in these three chapters, precisely because so many Christians never do grow up in Christ – they 

are just like the nation of Israel in the Book of Joshua.  They are in the Promised Land – there is no doubt of 

that.  They have some of what God has promised.  They know that He has made provision for them to claim 

all His promises, but they never seem able to reach out and take what God obviously wants them to have!!  

If that describes your spiritual life, then pay special attention to what Paul is saying in these chapters. 

 

Remember the pattern of all Paul's letters – the theology comes first, because we have to understand the 

truth if we are ever to be set free in our behavior.  (Jesus said that remember?  “You shall know the truth and 

the truth shall set you free.”)  Then, after the theology has taught our minds, the exhortations to live in 

certain ways follow.  Chapter 6 is a microcosm of the whole book, in that it follows exactly that pattern.  

Verses 1-10 are the theology.  Did you notice it – a careful explanation of the fact that anyone who has been 

baptized into Christ (we'll come back to the idea of baptism in a minute) has been united with him and has 

therefore been freed from sin?  Then, in verses 11-23, comes the practical application – okay, since you 

have been freed from the power and authority of sin, this is how you need to live.  Christian, become now 

what God has already declared you to be!  That, by the way, is a pretty good way to describe what 

sanctification is all about.  It is about me becoming in practice what God has already declared me to be in 

Christ. 

 

There are some really important concepts here that we absolutely have to get hold of.  Here is one of the 

most important ones:  Many, many Christians never achieve any real measure of victory over sin in their 

lives because they do not take the action enjoined upon us by the apostle in verse 11.  They never really 

count themselves as dead to sin, and so they still act as thought they are slaves to it. 

 

I had a dog and he was a good dog – I liked him a lot – but if the truth be told he was not a terribly bright 

animal.  Every once in a while when we were in the front of our house playing basketball in the driveway or 

working on the lawn, we'd let the dog come out there with us.  Now, because he had a strong natural 

inclination to run (he was part greyhound) we couldn't just let him loose, so we attached a long chain to a 
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heavy cabinet just inside the garage door.  I used whatever I could find for the job, and the eyebolt I used 

wasn't very strong.  In fact, the second day we were out there, it broke – but here's the interesting thing.  The 

dog didn't notice that the other end of his chain came loose from the bolt – it wasn’t attached to anything, 

but he didn't know it!  For several months, whenever we would go out there, we attached him to a chain that 

wasn't connected to anything in reality – but in the poor little brain of my stupid dog, it was still attached – 

and he had never once tried to run!  What Romans 6:1-10 is saying is that when a person is united with 

Christ, the chain that sin had attached to them is broken.  It no longer has power over them.  They are 

“dead” to sin, but lots of Christians haven't understood that yet.  They are free from the tyranny of sin in 

their lives but they haven't counted that as true yet – they haven't acted on it.  The chain isn't attached to 

anything but they are still acting as though it was. 

 

When most people become Christians, they give their hearts and lives to Christ and they are utterly sincere.  

The reality is, however, that most of us, when we come to Christ, have a rather imperfect understanding 

about such things as who He is, who we are, and how totally corrupted every single part of our life has been 

by sin.  We respond at that point to all we know of Christ, but frankly we don't know very much.  Then later 

on – a few months or even years later – we suddenly wake up and realize that there are big chunks of the 

land that have yet to be conquered – large areas of our lives that have still not been given over to the 

lordship of Christ – habits, relationships, memories, talents.  That is the point of crisis.  That is the time 

when we, like the Roman Christians, need to hear the Scripture saying, “Likewise reckon (or count) 

yourselves to be dead to sin and alive to Christ.”  God has already done that with respect to you.  That is 

what justification is about – but now you need to do the same thing with respect to your own life – and that 

is sanctification.  There is a point in time (for most of us it is subsequent to our conversion experience) 

when we finally understand that the chain that used to hold us is no longer connected to anything, and we 

have to count ourselves dead to sin and walk away.  I am terribly afraid that a good many Christians never 

come to that place – and never experience the victory that should be theirs in Christ.   

 

Have you ever come to that point?  It marks a whole new phase of your life in Christ.  Before it, we have 

some idea of what might be ours in Christ, but we cannot experience it.  Before that time, we struggled 

alone in our own strength against sin and we failed.  Afterwards, we say with Paul, “It is no longer I who 

lives but Christ who lives in me.”  This crisis of sanctification is not an end in itself.  It is not a one-time 

thing, when you get this mystical experience and you are instantly promoted to a higher level of spirituality, 

from which you can look down and pity the rest of the body of Christ.  In fact, it is the beginning of 

becoming what Christ has already declared me to be – and then each day, as Ephesians 5:18 enjoins me, to 

“keep on being filled with the Spirit...”  The crisis marks the beginning of a process that will not be fully 

finished until I stand complete before the Lord.  But it starts with this decision – “Count yourselves to be 

dead to sin...” 

 

I am very sure that you noted all of the talk in this passage about baptism.  Of all the verses and passages in 

the New Testament which talk about the meaning and significance of that ordinance, this is surely the 

clearest.  What does it mean to be baptized?  The first and most critical concept is that of being united with 

Christ.  When I follow Him in baptism, I am saying to anyone who wants to watch, that I have been united 

with Christ.  My life apart from Him is dead.  Henceforth I live only in Him.  If that is truly the message of 

baptism, then it is easy to see why the progression all through the Book of Acts was, “first believe, and then 

second, be baptized.”  If you have not been made one with Him – if you have not willingly identified with 

Him – then the ordinance of baptism doesn't make any sense.  This passage then has a great deal to say 

about who should be baptized – everyone (but only those) who has united with Christ. 

 

The sixth chapter of Romans also has some help toward the question of how a person should be baptized.  
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There are, as you well know, different “modes” of baptism.  Some people sprinkle, some dip or immerse, 

and some pour water over the head of the person being baptized.  Now the issue of “how” you should be 

baptized is not nearly as important as that of “who” should be, but the language of Romans 6 has helped to 

convince me that baptism by immersion is the most appropriate (though not necessarily the only acceptable) 

mode.  Here is the image.  When you are united with Christ, you become one with Him in death.  You die to 

your old self and then become one with Him in His resurrection.  You are raised to new life with Him and in 

Him.  When a new believer goes down under the water of baptism, he/she demonstrates that death and 

resurrection in the most vivid way imaginable. 

 

The last part of chapter 6 is full of one simple idea.  Take that life that once was a slave to sin and make it 

now the instrument of righteousness – because now you really are free from the power of sin – free to be 

holy! What an amazing thought! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 27, DAY 2             ROMANS  7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read one of the most controversial chapters in the whole 

Bible!  I'll try to help you understand the nature of that controversy this morning and the basic arguments for 

each side of the issue, but first we need to see how the first part of the chapter “connects” with what we saw 

yesterday in chapter 6.  The whole theme of chapter 6, you remember, could be summed up in the 

expression, “freedom from sin.”  When we are truly united with Christ, we are released from the controlling 

power of sin.  We are no longer enslaved to it and we may therefore choose to do righteousness instead of 

sin.  We are free to do that.  The experience of a great many of us, however, is that though we are now free 

to live to Christ, a lot of the time – and somewhat unaccountably – we don't live out that freedom.  This is a 

mystery that the second part of Romans 7 may be addressing! 

 

The first part of the chapter, however, carries the idea of freedom over to the arena of the law, and here Paul 

sounds a whole lot like he did back in the book of Galatians.  In fact, here in chapter 7, Paul is drawing 

together all that he has previously said about the law.  Back in 3:20 he said, “Through the law we become 

conscious of our sin.”  In chapter 5 he makes it quite clear that there was sin in the world long before the 

law was given, but the law exposes it, defines it, makes us understand our guilt. In 4:15 Paul says, “The law 

brings wrath because without the law there can be no lawbreaking!”  Chapter 5:20 says that the law actually 

increased the law breaking, I suppose because our rebellious natures are stirred up to challenge it.  Now 

here's the point.  Before the doctrine of justification by faith is grasped, there can only be the idea of 

justification by law.  Since no one will ever be justified that way, there is a terrible bondage felt by everyone 

who tries to justify themselves by keeping rules. When you died with Christ, Paul is saying, you were freed 

from bondage to law-keeping as a way of justifying yourself before God.  Keeping the law as a pre-

condition for holiness, or acceptance by God, that is something no longer of any concern to you.  It is now a 

matter, not of keeping the law, but of maintaining a relationship.  That is what counts – that is all that 

counts.  Like the old hymn jubilantly exclaims, “Free from the law, Oh happy condition”!!  Just as the death 

of a husband frees his widow from the claims of the marriage law upon her life, so your death to sin and self 

in Christ frees you from the bondage of the law.  Friends, Christianity is not about keeping rules.  It's all 

about knowing Jesus! 

 

In the second half of chapter 7, however, there is the description of a terrible struggle going on inside 
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someone – presumably the apostle Paul himself.   

 

“We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  I do not understand what I do. 

 For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the 

law is good.  As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.  I know that nothing good 

lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  

For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do – this I keep on doing.  Now if I 

do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  So I find this 

law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God's 

law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  What a wretched man I am!  Who will 

rescue me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:14-25) 

 

Identify with that passage?  Some of us can.  The first great controversy surrounding this passage revolves 

about the contention of some Bible students who say that Paul is speaking in the first person here for 

dramatic value only – this section is not intended to be autobiographical.  I personally have a hard time 

reading it as anything but autobiographical, simply because whenever Paul speaks in the first person in any 

of his other epistles, he is providing us with autobiographical material, and no one ever debates that.  The 

only reason people do so here is because it shocks them to think that such struggles could go on within the 

life of a man like Paul.  The idea of indwelling sin in the life of a believer is too hard for them to handle.  

(We'll talk more about this in a minute.)  For now, let me just remind you that in one of Paul's early letters 

he described himself as “the least of the apostles.”  Later he called himself the “least of all the saints” and in 

his very last correspondence – the letters to Timothy just before his death – his self-description was, I am 

“the chief of all sinners.” 

 

The second battle waged over in verses 14-25 of chapter 7 surrounds the question as to whether Paul is 

writing here of his pre-Christian experience or his post-conversion experience.  On the subject of this 

question, there are no lack of proponents on either side.  The pre-Christian crowd urges us to realize the 

awesome contrast between chapter 7 and chapter 8.  “The two cannot be descriptions of the same life.  

There is no single expression in chapter 7 until the parenthesis of verse 25 which is distinctively Christian – 

no mention of Christ or the Holy Spirit.  The contrast in chapter 8 is glaring: it is the very charter of 

Christian liberation”  (Richardson; Wrestling with Romans; p. 84).   More than that, in chapter 6, Paul 

described the Christian as free from sin – that is certainly not consistent with the description of chapter 7:14, 

where he uses the expression, “I am unspiritual – sold as a slave to sin.”  Nor does the struggle of chapter 7 

match any of Paul's other letters, where he describes the Christian life as one of peace, joy and love, even if 

he does call himself the chief of all sinners.  Sounds pretty convincing! 

 

On the other side of the argument, lining up with such theological heavyweights as Augustine, Calvin and 

Luther, are those who say this is Paul the Christian talking – Paul the struggling saint – Paul the one who 

knows that every true believer struggles with indwelling sin.  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us.” (I John 1:8).  This is Paul, who like every Christian is at a loss to fully 

explain why he still sins, but who refuses to make excuses for that sin, and who, though plagued by 

indwelling sin, knows that he cannot be condemned by it and will be one day delivered completely from it. 

 

To bolster their view from the text itself, this group points to the fact that verses 1-13 of chapter 7 are in the 

past tense, but verses 14-25 in the present.  The only possible explanation for that shift is that Paul is talking 

about present experience.   
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More than that, chapters 5-8 all describe the Christian life:  

 

5) Deliverance from wrath 

6) Deliverance from sin 

7) Deliverance from the law and  

8) Deliverance from death.   

 

Reversion to non-Christian existence would destroy the whole sequence.  This group also finds support in 

other letters of Paul within the New Testament.  In passages like Galatians 5:17, “The sinful nature desires 

what is contrary to the spirit and the spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.  They are in conflict with 

each other so that you do what you do not want...” There is also the evidence of verse 22, which says that 

this man delights in the law of God.  Non-Christians do not delight in God's law!!  I could talk about the 

arguments proposed on each side for a much longer time but I think you get the basic idea by now. 

 

I suppose that you might want to know what I think, so I'll tell you.  I think that contextual evidence is 

heavily weighted on the side of Paul talking about present post-conversion experience.  He is talking about 

his life as a Christian.  The decisive factor exegetically is the most obvious piece of evidence available.  

From verse 1-13, he writes in the past tense, then suddenly when he starts talking about this struggle he 

moves to the present tense.  That is very hard to get around.  But that doesn't explain the unbelievable 

contrast between statements made about being freed from sin in chapter 6 and the whole tone of victory in 

chapter 8.  There is an explanation though.  Two facts will help us here.  If your Bible is still open I want 

you to count the number of times the pronoun “I” is used in verses 14-24.  I count 26 times in eleven verses. 

 “I” is all over the place – and Christ, as we already noted, is nowhere to be found.  Do Christian people ever 

try to live the Christian life in their own strength?  “Uh-huh.”  Do mature Christians ever fall into the trap?   

Right again!  And when they do, what happens?  Romans 7:14-25 happens!! 

 

The other thing that clears up the confusion for me is the reminder that the big idea of Romans 7 is that the 

Christian is free from the law.  Here's what I think is going on in verses 7-13.  Paul is talking about how the 

law was unable before his conversion to justify him before God – all it could do was to reveal and condemn 

sin.  In verses 14-25, he is helping us understand that after we become a Christian, the law performs exactly 

the same function in our lives!  After I am a Christian, Paul says, I no longer hate the law – now I love it, but 

I still find that sin dwells within me and I can't keep the law. 

 

Paul is saying here exactly what we found him saying when we read the Book of Galatians.  The Christian 

life is not about keeping the law.  It is all about developing and preserving a relationship with the indwelling 

Christ.  Until we have read chapter 8 tomorrow, we are at a disadvantage in seeing the big picture Paul is 

seeking to develop here.  But this much is markedly clear.  Just being freed from sin – being unpegged from 

the stake – doesn't make sin magically go away.  Your sin nature is not eradicated, erased, or rubbed out – 

it's still there – and as a true believer in Christ, to the extent that you try to live the Christian life in your 

strength and in your flesh, you will find yourself crying out, “Oh, wretched man that I am, who will deliver 

me from the body of this flesh?”  And you will fail and fall over and over.  When you are pre-occupied with 

doing all the right things – keeping the law – you are probably trying to live like a Christian in your own 

strength.  It doesn't work very well.  When you become pre-occupied with a relationship between you and 

Christ, (and that by the way is what the “CRISIS” of sanctification is all about,) then it is possible to live in 

the power of the Spirit – and that is a whole different story…more about that tomorrow. 

 

There is an important theological truth here that we need to thoroughly understand.  When we become 

Christians, our old sinful nature does not simply disappear, never to trouble us again.  On the contrary, it is 
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still there and will be the protagonist in many a fearsome contest.  What is changed is that its power over us 

is broken.  I no longer have to sin.  Too often I will still – I sometimes unaccountably choose to sin --but I 

don't have to anymore.  In that sense there is a greater struggle than ever, and that is why I must count 

myself as dead to sin.  The more often I crucify the flesh and choose the way of the Spirit, the more mature I 

become, but never – not in this life – will I ever be able to say – sin is no longer a problem in my life.  Paul 

couldn't say that!  We dare not either.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 27, DAY 3         ROMANS 8 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Romans chapter 8 and passed from one of the most 

controversial chapters in the Bible to one of the most glorious.  If you're keeping a “great chapters of the 

Bible list,” this one has to be on it!  One of the old commentators – a man named Spencer – once said that 

“if Holy Scripture were a ring, then the Book of Romans would be the stone in the ring and Romans 8 

would be the sparkling point of the jewel.” 

 

There is so much here for us to notice that several days would be required just to begin to do a thorough job, 

but let us take note of what we can.  Moving from chapter 7 with all of its words and prospects of struggle 

and defeat, on to chapter 8, with an entirely different atmosphere, is like listening to a wonderful symphony 

that is moving out of a minor and into a major key. 

 

The chapter begins with a pretty important word – “therefore” – implying that what is about to follow is 

based upon what has gone before.  Some wag of a previous generation has suggested that whenever you see 

the word “therefore,” you ought to stop and determine what it is “there for.”  In this case, we find that 

Romans 8 is the conclusion of everything that has been said from 5:1 onward, and in some senses it even 

serves as the conclusion of everything from the first seven chapters as well.  “Therefore there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus because through Christ Jesus the law of the spirit of life set 

me free from the law of sin and death.”  The first two verses are well worth memorizing.  (In truth this 

whole chapter would be well worth memorizing – but if you only commit a little of it to memory, start with 

verses 1 and 2 and verses 28 and 29.)  Those first two verses signal a tremendous switch in emphasis from 

chapter 7, while still continuing and finishing up Paul's thoughts with regard to this subject of our 

relationship as Christians to the “law”. 

 

Perhaps we can “unlock” the heart of everything he wants to convey by making a simple observation. I 

know that as you read the chapter you sensed a different atmosphere from chapter 7.  It is almost like 

leaving a dungeon and walking into a solarium full of lush and thriving plants, but did you figure out why 

the atmosphere was so different?  The first difference that struck me was that all of the first person singular 

pronouns of chapter 7 have disappeared and been replaced by references to the Holy Spirit – a person who 

was conspicuously absent from the previous discussion.  In chapter 7 – looking at the prospect of trying as a 

Christian to keep the law, Paul was as pessimistic as you can possibly get.  If you invited that wonderful 

character from Winnie the Pooh, Eeyore, to express himself on the subject of theology and practical 

Christian living, he couldn't be any more pessimistic and gloomy than Paul in chapter 7.  But in chapter 8, 

looking at what it is like to live in the power of the Holy Spirit, it is a whole different ball game, and the 

Apostle Paul is rejoicing – full of confidence and hope.  The difference is the ministry of the Holy Spirit in 

the life of the believer and a whole different focal point for the Christian's life.   
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Addressing that last thought first, it is as though, entering Romans 8, Paul stops trying to keep the law.  As 

long as that is the object of my efforts as a Christian person, it isn't going to happen!  There will be 

frustration and discouragement.  But if instead, I concentrate upon just staying “in Christ,” just working on 

my relationship to Him, the ministry of the gracious Holy Spirit will sustain me in that relationship and will 

produce the kind of life that keeps the law as a sort of natural by-product of staying connected to Christ.  

Christian, stop trying to keep the law – you can't.  Start focusing on what it means to be in Christ – that is 

where the victory will be found. 

 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to enable us to experience that victory in Jesus.  Did you notice all of the 

things Paul attributes to the Holy Spirit? 

 

1) The law of the Spirit sets us free from the law of sin and death – verse 2. 

 

2) The Holy Spirit actually enables me to keep the requirements of the law – verse 4.  What a 

paradox!  I can't keep the law – trying just frustrates and defeats me – but when the Holy Spirit is in 

control, and when I'm no longer trying to keep the law – I can!!  Or rather, He can do it in me. 

 

3) Living in the Spirit changes my desires – verse 5.  That is what the Holy Spirit does in our lives, 

– He changes what we want. 

 

4) He produces peace in my mind – verse 6.  Have you ever tried to produce peace in the midst of a 

crisis?  You can't do it.  But you know peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit in my life; He produces it. 

 

5) The Holy Spirit produces in us that which pleases God – verses 8-9. 

 

6) He indwells us as the spirit of Christ – verse 9.  What a concept that is.  In the person of the Holy 

Spirit, Christ Himself comes to dwell in the life of every single Christian!!  By the way, that verse is 

critically important.  It teaches us that every Christian has the Holy Spirit.  If you don't have the 

Holy Spirit, you are not a Christian!  To put it another way if you have Christ – you have the Spirit. 

 If you don't have the Spirit, you don't have Christ.  The idea that it is possible to become a Christian 

in the New Testament era without also receiving the Holy Spirit is not consistent with this verse or 

with the clear teaching of the New Testament. But before we leave this thought there is one more 

thing we need to see. There is a vast difference between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit – that is a 

reality that every single Christian knows – and the “filling” of the Holy Spirit – which, sadly is 

something that many Christians do not and perhaps have never really experienced. It is the 

difference between me “having” the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit “having” me!! 

 

7) The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of resurrection.  When a Christian faces death he knows that his 

mortal body will one day be resurrected (and made perfect).  That is the work of the Holy Spirit – 

verse 11. 

 

8) The Holy Spirit enables us to crucify the sin nature that used to enslave us – verse 13. 

 

9) The Holy Spirit leads – He gives guidance to the children of God – verse 14.  (What a wonderful 

thought that is, that when we don't know what to do, the Spirit of God will lead us.) 

 

10) He is the Spirit of adoption – by His work, God has actually adopted us and enabled us to cry 
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Abba Father – verse 15.  (You may already know that the word Abba is a very familiar term – 

almost like our word “Daddy”.)  

 

11) Next the Spirit gives us assurance of our relationship with God.  He testifies to our spirits that 

we are the children of God – verse 16.  (I could talk to you for an hour or so about that!) 

 

12) Verse 23 tells us that He is the first fruits – in another passage Paul calls the Holy Spirit the 

“earnest” – the down payment of our future inheritance in Christ – and as such He puts a longing in 

our hearts for the glory that will one day be. 

 

13) In verses 26 and 27, Paul says the Spirit intercedes for us.  He prays for us when we find 

ourselves unable to pray.  “He intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” – think 

about that for a while, Christian! 

 

Okay, I think that by now I have made my point.  If you want to know what the Spirit-filled life is really 

about – if you want to better understand the work of the Holy Spirit in your life – you need to carefully 

study and pray through the 8th chapter of Romans.  It is one of the foundational passages on the Holy Spirit 

in Scripture.  This passage, along with John 14-16, will give you more help than any other passage in the 

Bible. 

 

Some of you have had enough acquaintance with the Bible before you began doing the Know the Word 

series, to have known in advance that Romans 8, especially the last portion of it, is one of the most 

triumphant, faith-filled, and comforting passages in the whole Bible.  After the doom and gloom of chapter 

7, we find Paul in chapter 8 challenging anything and everything in the universe to just try to separate us 

from God's love.  It can't be done.  He shouts – “If God be for us who can be against us – who can lay any 

charge to God's elect – in all these things (and he has considered everything!) we are more than conquerors 

through Him who loves us!  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all of 

creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Maybe you 

already knew that triumphant passage was there.  I hope now you realize it is only because of the ministry of 

the Holy Spirit that Paul could ever say those things!! 

 

I feel sorry that I am going to be unable to spend time talking about many of the wonderful and important 

things in this chapter.  Romans 8:28, that magnificent expression of faith, deserves a week all by itself.  

(Don't forget to memorize it – it will change your life!) 

 

In verse 29 there is something that looks very much like an unbreakable chain.  The ones God foreknew He 

predestined.  (Both those words will pay big dividends if you will study them!)  Those He predestined He 

called, the ones He called, He justified and the ones He justified He glorified.  I'd love to explore that chain 

some more with you but notice again (we've seen it so often before, that all of the initiative lies with God – 

that's why salvation is all of grace) and if we are to trust this verse, at least, it would appear that from start to 

finish God moves with complete efficiency.  He accomplishes exactly what He intends to accomplish!  If 

you want assurance of your salvation and your status with God, Romans 8:29 is a fine place to find it.   

 

The other wonderful thing about verse 29 is that it defines for us pretty well what “good” is.  Verse 28 says, 

“All things work together for good,” but sometimes I get the idea that God defines “good” differently that I 

do.  Verse 29 settles it.  According to Romans 8:29, “good” is anything that makes me more like Christ, 

because God's goal is to make us “conformable to the likeness of Christ.”  That is what God is doing in our 
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lives.  He's making us over to be like Jesus Christ, our older brother! 

 

As usual, our time is nearly gone.  I'd like to backtrack to pick up just one aspect of the Holy Spirit's work in 

our lives.  It is He who, according to this chapter, gives us assurance of our salvation.  I want to highlight 

this because so many Christians don't really have assurance.  I think there are three different levels of 

assurance that the New Testament gives us.  The first is a kind of intellectual assurance that comes from 

simply trusting God's Word.  It says “whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”  It says 

“whoever comes to Me I will never cast out.”  It says “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ 

and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead you will be saved.”  Is God a liar?  No.  

Have you done that?  Yes. Then you are saved!  It doesn't matter what you feel – it's true.  That is Assurance 

101 – the first level. 

 

The second kind of assurance the New Testament talks about is related to fruit.  “These things I have 

written,” John says in his first letter, “that you might know that you have eternal life” – and what John has 

written is a practical set of tests.  “Here,” he says over and over again, “is what a Christian does – how he 

acts – what he thinks – if this is you – you can KNOW if its not you, how can you be sure that you belong to 

Christ.”  That is the second level of assurance. 

 

The third level – the deepest level – is what Paul talks about in Romans 8.  It comes when the Spirit of God 

bears witness to my Spirit that I am indeed the Child of God and makes me cry out Abba – Daddy!  This is 

very subjective – there will be no way to explain it fully – but when you have it, you have received a blessed 

gift.  He is the spirit of assurance. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Remember today –” nothing can separate you from the love of God.”  I'll talk with you 

again tomorrow! 

 

 

 

WEEK 27, DAY 4        ROMANS 9, 10 and 11 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Romans 9-11.  We sped up our reading pace just a bit 

today because these three chapters need to be read together in order to really understand what is going on.  If 

you separate them out, then it becomes very easy to “miss the forest for the trees.”  I am sure that some of 

you had some strong reactions to what you read today, especially chapter 9 and its emphasis upon God's 

sovereignty in election – that bit about “Jacob I have loved and Esau I have hated” – and the verse that said, 

“God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”  Those 

verses – (all of which are rooted in the Old Testament, by the way) are a bit hard for us to swallow.  We 

don't like them much – partly because it doesn't seem fair – an objection that Paul deals with in a rather 

peremptory way – and partly because they offend our pride.  The first time I read those verses I got so angry 

I stopped reading the Bible for a little while – but I finally realized that I can't change truth by not liking it – 

so I'd better try to understand it and come to grips with it.  Well, more of that later. 

 

The first and most important thing that I want for you to take from chapters 9-11, is the understanding that 

Paul is trying to give us of God's purpose and plan for His people Israel.  That is a question that emerges 

very naturally from all that has gone before in this epistle from the heart of the apostle Paul, who agonizes 

over the fact that his own people, the Jews, have largely chosen to reject Jesus Christ the Messiah.  For us 

today, who read the letter, chapters 9-11 seem like a big parenthesis in the argument of the book.  It would 

be quite easy to move from the triumphant conclusion of chapter 8, which is certainly the high watermark of 
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the doctrinal section of the book, directly to the application of chapters 12-16, “Therefore I urge you 

brothers...” But Paul can't do that.  In spite of the fact that God had called him to be the apostle to the 

Gentiles, he was still a Jew.  He had to grapple with two things.  First, whether or not, because of their 

rejection of Christ, God was going to just write them off.  Something of Paul's own heart is evident here and 

we need to stop for just long enough to take note of it!   “I love my people,” he says, “I love them so much 

that if it would mean their salvation I would be willing to be cut off from Christ.” Now I don't think that is 

just rhetoric.  I believe Paul really felt that way – he really cared that much. 

 

My friends, this little glimpse into the heart of Paul goes a very long way toward explaining his 

effectiveness as an evangelist, and his amazing perseverance under the harshest of environments.  He 

wanted people to come to know Christ more than anything.  I care about you a lot.  I think that I am even 

honest in saying I love my people – remembering that the measuring stick of love is Christ Himself who 

loved us and gave Himself for us.  There are days when I can even say I love my people enough to give my 

life for them as a good shepherd should.  But I do not believe that I can honestly say yet that I would be 

willing to give up my salvation and go to hell if it would mean that others would be saved.  But that is 

precisely what Paul is saying.  Now he knew, as well as you and I know, that that can't happen.  But he 

wants, in the strongest possible way, to express his love and concern for the salvation of his people.  No 

wonder he did what he did – no wonder God used him mightily to win so many for Christ! 

 

The second thing that Paul had to grapple with that helped to produce this parenthesis of chapters 9-11 is the 

real question of why, if Jesus was the Messiah, and why, if this radical concept of justification by faith 

really was a logical extension of Old Testament Judaism – the very same principle upon which both 

Abraham and David were justified before God – why, if all this is true, – didn't the Jews accept it, recognize 

it and embrace it?  IS there any answer to this dilemma?  This is the “Jewish question” of Romans 9-11. 

 

Paul's answer in short was, as you read, that this is all part of the sovereign plan of God who chooses to set 

His love upon some – objects of His mercy – and passes over others; who chose Israel as the instrument by 

which His grace and love would first be revealed to the world, who even now preserves a remnant and a true 

Israel, but who has ordained the blindness and stupor of the larger part of Abraham's offspring, so that a new 

branch – the Gentiles – can be grafted into the olive tree, the tree of blessing.  “When that purpose has been 

achieved,” Paul says, “All Israel will be saved.”  He appears to mean (as he has right through the passage) 

physical Israel – the Jewish nation. 

 

What we have here is a brief glimpse into the future.  At the end of the age – as the time of the Gentiles 

draws to a close – I believe, on the basis of this passage, that we can expect to see a vast spiritual harvest 

among Jewish people – the scales falling from the eyes – as God's Old Testament chosen people will at 

some point recognize “en masse” Christ their Messiah. 

 

Every time I drive down through the Catskill Mountains of New York State I am fascinated by some 

billboards that have been erected along Route 17 by a sect of Orthodox Jews who populate that area.  The 

billboards are partly in Hebrew and partly in English – the message is “Messiah is coming – Be ready.”  One 

day, perhaps in the not too distant future, vast numbers of Jews are going to realize that nearly 2000 years 

ago Messiah did come and they are going to embrace Him.  On the basis of Romans 11, I believe that we 

can be very optimistic about the salvation of the Jewish people.  (It is probably worth noting in passing that 

Paul uses the word “all” – “and so all Israel will be saved.”  We do not have the time (or the need) this 

morning to carefully examine what Paul means by that, but I want you to notice it.  Now that we have 

covered the “big picture” of what is God doing with Israel, it behooves us to at least briefly consider the 

specific part of Paul's explanation that raises the issue of ELECTION.  What we saw illustrated in our study 
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of the book of Genesis is quite unambiguously proclaimed in Romans chapter 9. 

 

“For reasons and purposes that are good and sufficient to Him,” Paul says, “God chooses to set His love not 

only upon nations like Israel but upon specific individuals.”  If you are a Christian today, the ultimate cause 

of that reality is that God chose you.  He set His love upon you and drew you to Himself.  Now, before we 

go one step further with this, remember that you also read chapter 10 today, which makes it very clear that 

just as it is true that no one is saved who has not been elected or called by God, it is equally true that no one 

is saved without calling on the name of the Lord and putting their faith and trust in Christ.  God calls and we 

respond.  That is the pattern.  No one responds unless He calls, no one is saved who does not personally 

respond.  If we could simply leave it there we could probably not experience any great discomfort.  But Paul 

doesn't leave it there.  He forces us to examine the other side of the same truth, which is that just as God 

calls some to salvation, He also apparently passes over others. 

 

Every objection – starting with “that's not fair” – that I can think of, is raised here – and dealt with – not 

always very neatly or gently.  Paul reminds me in no uncertain terms that I am part of the realm of created 

things and that God as Creator has the absolute right to deal with all of creation exactly as He wills.  I guess 

that this morning, knowing that this passage will certainly have upset some of you, I want to just make a few 

comments to which I hope you will pay careful attention. 

 

1) Truth is not amenable to my approval.  That is, what I like or don't like has very little to do with 

what is true.  I can't change the truth by refusing my approval of it.  It will still be true. 

 

2) Nothing in Romans 9 changes the truths that we discovered in chapters 1-3, which are that all 

people make choices and are responsible before God for the choices they have made.  God's 

judgment of the unredeemed will always be consistent with choices they themselves have made.  I 

do not fully understand (no one does) how God's sovereignty and man's responsibility come 

together, but the Bible clearly teaches both, so I will hold to both.) 

  

3) Since we are not made privy to choices that God has made – i.e., we cannot tell the elect from the 

non-elect, we can never know in advance who will respond to or refuse the gospel.  More than that, 

since chapter 10 clearly teaches that unless people hear the gospel they can't respond to it, we like 

Paul have an obligation to all men, both Jews and Greeks alike, to tell them all.  God does elect men 

and women to salvation, but we are the instruments through whom that wonderful message of 

salvation comes to them. 

 

4) The fact that from first to last salvation is all of grace – the fact that before I could choose Christ, 

God first chose me – is very humbling to me and very destructive of human pride.  Even if the only 

thing that I contributed to my salvation was the good sense to recognize and of my own initiative 

choose to follow Christ in faith, then there would be some ground for believing that I was at least a 

little better than the heathen down the block, who hasn't yet responded.  But alas – the New 

Testament says I believe because He chose me – because He gave me the “gift” of faith – because 

He called me.  It is all of grace so that “no one can boast.” 

 

5) Finally, if you are still greatly troubled by all of this – still angry at God and believing Him to be 

unjust and unfair – may I suggest one more thing – pray.  Tell Him how you feel – express your 

confusion – and then leave it with Him.  His ways are higher than ours – let Him teach you His 

ways in His time.  If this doctrine disturbs you greatly, then it is probably a signal that you are not 

ready to handle it yet.  Keep your focus on learning, and loving Christ.  Dark things will be made 
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plain in His time. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 27, DAY 5                  ROMANS 12 and 

13 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Romans 12 and 13 and once again this section begins 

with the word “therefore.”  This time it refers back to the whole first section of the book, which 

encompassed chapters 1-11.  In that magnificent doctrinal treatise Paul has established the universality of 

sin (1:18 – 3:20).  He has explained the doctrine of justification by faith (3:21 ff).  He has illustrated that 

doctrine (chapter 4) and exhibited its results in chapters 5-8.  Finally he has shown in 9-11 that God is not 

yet finished with Israel.  Now in chapters 12-16, the second section of the book, Paul turns his attention to 

the practical implications that relate to daily living which flow from all that he has said. 

 

Many of you have memorized one translation or another of Romans 12:1 and 2, “Therefore I urge you 

brothers in view of God's mercy to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God which is 

your spiritual worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world.”  (The Phillips Translation 

says, “Don't let the world squeeze you into its own mold”) but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

Yes, you are free from the law.  Yes you have been saved through faith alone – and if you really understand 

that you will use your freedom to offer yourselves in gratitude and worship to God. 

 

These verses describe the kind of commitment that God desires from us, but did you notice that the 

transformation that He wants to occur in our lives happens by the renewing of our minds.  The real problem 

for most of us is not in the way we act.  It's in the way we think.  Remember the verse we memorized in the 

Book of Proverbs.  “There is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”  

The way to a transformed life is through a transformed mind, and only the Word of God, applied by the 

Spirit of God, can accomplish that goal in our lives.  My goal is to learn to think like God thinks – or at least 

to think thoughts that are after His heart and will.  When that is how I am thinking, my values will change, 

and when my thought pattern and value system changes, then so will my actions.  Then we will be people 

who truly “know the Word.” 

 

Romans 12 is the first of several passages that we will encounter in which the apostle Paul uses the analogy 

of the human body to describe the church.  Here, in I Corinthians 12 and then in Ephesians 4, there are 

extended passages dominated by this analogy.  In all three of those passages the primary application of the 

figure is to teach us something about how we relate to other Christians.  The first and most obvious fact is, 

of course, that we are related to other Christians.  We are connected to one another, just as surely as the 

various parts of your body are connected.  I know that seems so obvious that you want to say, “okay – and 

what else?”  But think of how many Christians really haven't figured that out yet.  They come to church on 

Sunday morning, and they are nice and pleasant to the people around them, but they are not really 

connected.  If they have a problem, no one else in the church is ever made aware of it.  The idea of reaching 

out to minister to others in the church is not one with which they would be at all comfortable.  They don't 

use their individual gifts for the good of the body – if the truth be told, they don't even know they have 

gifts!!  They may be connected to the body, but the other parts of the body are mostly unaware of it. 
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The second obvious, but often-neglected implication of this analogy, is that different parts of the body are 

created and equipped to do different things.  The heart may well be the single most significant organ in the 

human body, but if the liver fails, it cannot be replaced by another heart, and without a liver the body will 

soon die.  A knee has many similar functions to an elbow, but I doubt that if my elbow were broken, a knee 

would be a very effective substitute.  So different parts of Christ's body, the church, are prepared and 

attached with the expectation that, taken together, all of the necessary abilities, functions, and 

responsibilities can be carried out by the simple process of each part doing its own job, and working in 

concert with the other body parts.  That is where the notion of spiritual giftedness fits in.  Different gifts are 

given to different people – no one gets them all – if that happened we would no longer need each other, we 

would not be interdependent but independent.  I know that Americans like to be independent, but Christians 

are always interdependent. 

 

Paul mentions several specific gifts here, with the injunction that if you have any of these gifts, you are to 

use them.  He talks about the gift of prophesying, which primarily means having the ability to hear from 

God a message that he wants communicated to our fellow body members.  The gift of serving is mentioned 

– a wonderful, but often-overlooked desire to help others, becomes successful under Christ.  Teaching is 

listed, and encouraging.  A mercy gift of contributing to the needs of others is here.  Exercising leadership 

and showing mercy are here as well.  I want you to start a list in your notebook comparing the gifts 

mentioned here with those listed in other New Testament passages.  There is something pretty important to 

be gained from this exercise, so don't forget to do it! 

 

There is one last observation here about the “body” concept, and this one you might have missed, but it is 

here – the gifts are given to be used in ministry to the body.  In others words, whatever gift or gifts you 

possess are given to you to be used in ministry to others.  If you are a part of the church, which is Christ's 

body, you have been equipped, gifted to minister to others in the body, and if you are not doing that you are 

useless to the body, and you are going to be a very unhappy and frustrated person because you are not 

functioning as God intended you to function. 

 

Now at this point a half dozen people or so are dejectedly saying, ‘fair enough, but I don't know what my 

gift is so how can I minister to the body of Christ.  What do I do – is there a test I can take or a book I can 

read?  How do I find out what my gift is?’  Well, there are some tests that have been offered and there are a 

hundred seminars you could attend, each of which promises to identify your spiritual gifts, and I suppose 

there is some real merit in many of them.  But there is one very simple question you might ask.  It might 

help a lot.  Here it is: “What does this body need and what can I do to meet that need?”  That one question 

will go a long way toward uncovering some of the gifts that God has given you to minister to the body of 

Christ. 

 

The next few chapters continue something that begins in Romans 12, right after the “body” passage.  In the 

midst of a whole host of rapid-fire injunctions, a pattern begins to emerge, as we are told to do this or that 

for “one another.”  The first of the “one anothers” is found in 12:10.  “Be devoted to one another in 

brotherly love, then honor one another above yourselves.”  “Live in harmony with one another (verse 16), 

live at peace with one another.”  These “one another” references – nearly 60 of them in all – are scattered 

throughout the entire New Testament, built upon the body illustration and enforcing the nature of our 

commitment to one another.  One of the most basic facts about the Christians life is this: it is life together – 

a “one another” life – life lived in community – in relationship with other Christians. 

 

That is the reason that we have placed so much emphasis in the church upon small groups!  It is nearly 

impossible to be devoted to hundreds of other people.  You can hardly even know most of them.  How can 
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you rejoice with one another or mourn with one another if you don't know what's happening in one another's 

life?  We will never really grow, discover our gifts, minister to the body or change the world unless we are 

building strong, one-another Christians, and the very best place to do that – the place where we can truly 

care for and disciple one another – is the small group. 

 

The relationship of the Christian to government and civil authority is the subject of Romans chapter 13.  It is 

not always easy to be citizens of two kingdoms, the heavenly one and the earthly one.  But it is our task to 

do all that we can to be obedient and peaceable citizens of our earthly countries.  Our responsibility to pay 

taxes – to maintain respect for and to be subject to civil governments, even if those governments are not 

Christian – is all provided for in Romans 13.  This does not mean that the time could never come when a 

Christian would have to disobey man in order to obey God, but we would have to be very, very certain of 

our mandate from heaven before such radical disobedience could ever be sanctioned. 

 

One last observation before we finish today – all of the ethical injunctions of Romans 12 and 13 are 

underscored and emphasized by Paul's realization that there is only a limited amount of time available for us 

to do the works of righteousness.  “The hour has come for you to wake up,” Paul says, “because our 

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” 

 

By the way, I told you that I would show you the passage that changed the life of a fast-living pagan 

philosopher named Augustine, who became one of the greatest leaders the church has even known, St. 

Augustine.  One day as he was sitting in his garden, he heard a voice.  There was no one there but the voice 

said, “Take up the book and read.”  There was a Bible nearby.  He took up the book and this is what he read, 

“The night is nearly over.  The day is almost here so let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 

armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of your sinful nature” (Romans 13:12-14).  

Augustine listened and he obeyed. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 


