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WEEK 26, DAY 1                  ROMANS 1:1-17 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 26 of Know the Word!  It hardly seems 

possible, but when we have finished this week, we will have spent one-half year together in the Word of 

God.  I hope that you have learned as much and been as blessed as I have! 

 

Today you read Romans chapter 1:1-17, and have begun to read what might well be the single most 

important book of the Bible.  We are going to slow our reading pace just a little bit in order to accommodate 

the importance of this book – our tour through this part of the museum will be a bit more leisurely, just to be 

certain that we see as much as we possibly can. 

 

I am very sure that no other book in the Bible has had such a profound impact on so many people as this 

one. William Tyndale – one of the greatest students of the Word of God who has ever lived – wrote these 

words in his prologue to the Book of Romans in his 1534 translation of the Bible into English, (a translation, 

by the way, that absolutely changed the history of the world.)  “For as much as this epistle is the principal 

and most excellent part of the New Testament and the most pure evangelism...and also a light and a way 

into the whole of Scripture, I think it meet that every Christian man not only know it by rote and without the 

book” – (that means memorize it!) – “but also exercise himself therein evermore continually as with the 

daily bread of the soul.  No man can read it too often or study it too well...” 

 

Some of the people who have been converted as a result of reading this book are St. Augustine (I'll try to 

remember to tell you his story when we get to chapter 13), and Martin Luther, who later wrote, “I greatly 

longed to understand Paul's Epistle to the Romans and nothing stood in the way but that one expression 'the 

righteousness of God' because I took it to mean that righteousness whereby God is righteous and deals 

righteously in punishing the unrighteous...Night and day I pondered until I grasped the truth that the 

righteousness of God is that righteousness whereby His grace and mercy justifies us by faith.  Thereupon I 

felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.  The whole of Scripture took on 

a new meaning and whereas before 'the righteousness of God had filled me with hate, it now became to me 

inexpressibly sweet in greater love.” 

 

John Bunyan was converted while pondering the third chapter of the Book of Romans, a wonderful, 

wonderful paragraph that we are going to spend a whole day looking at.   

 

John Wesley too was converted – just by listening to someone read Luther's preface to the Epistle to the 

Romans.  “About a quarter before nine,” he writes, “while he was describing the change which God works 

on the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone 

for my salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 

from the law of sin and death.” 

 

I could go on, for the testimonials to this book are nearly endless but I will close this brief introduction with 

just one more opinion, this time from J.I. Packer, one of the great theologians of our own day: “There is one 

book in the New Testament which links up with almost everything the Bible contains – that is the Epistle to 

the Romans. In Romans, Paul brings together and sets out in systematic relation all the great themes of the 

Bible – sin, law, judgment, faith, works, grace, justification, sanctification, election, plan of salvation, the 

work of Christ, the work of the Spirit, the Christian hope, the nature and life of the church, the place of the 

Jew and Gentile in the purpose of God, the philosophy of church and of world history, the meaning and 

message of the Old Testament, the duties of Christian citizenship, the principles of personal piety and ethics. 

From the vantage point given by the Book of Romans, the whole landscape of the Bible is open to view and 
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the broad revelation of the parts to the whole becomes plain; the study of Romans is the fittest starting point 

for Biblical interpretation and theology.” (Packer, cited by Steele and Thomas) 

 

Now, before we start, I want you to keep in mind that every one of Paul's epistles can be divided into two 

parts.  He always starts by laying out the doctrine – the theology – what we need to learn, and then in a later 

part of his letter he moves to making practical applications of what he has written.  Nowhere is that pattern 

more easily discernable than here in the letter to the Roman Christians.  Chapter 1-11, part 1, deal with 

doctrine and theology.  Then in chapters 12-16, part 2, Paul applies that theology to the daily lives of men 

and women in the church.  Within each of these two major sections there are a number of subsections.  If 

you are digging deeper in this book, you are going to be constructing an outline for future reference and 

study, so I will try to keep you alerted to all of the major transition points. 

 

The introduction to Paul's letter is contained in the first 15 verses of chapter 1, and it divides itself into two 

parts, the formal salutation in verses 1-7, and then Paul's expression of his eagerness to visit them at Rome 

in verses 8-15.  Verses 16-17 are the bridge between the introduction and the main argument.  In these two 

verses, Paul states the theme for the entire letter.  I want you to quickly notice a few things here with me.   

 

I spent about an hour yesterday just marveling at the first seven verses – the salutation.  I constructed an 

exegetical or grammatical outline of the paragraph and it helped me to realize that Paul tells us some 

significant things about himself, about the gospel, and about the Roman Christians who were the 

beneficiaries of that gospel.   

 

Paul's description of himself is three-fold.  He sees himself as a servant of Jesus Christ.  (It is important to 

realize that he puts that first, because it is the most important part of his perceived image!)  He is an apostle, 

yes, and he says that next, but first and foremost, he is the servant, the slave of Christ.  Then he is an apostle 

– one who has been sent, and one who has been set apart for the gospel of God.  I'll leave you to think about 

those items more on your own, but for now let me just say that we would do well to reflect upon this.  Paul 

knew exactly who he was and exactly what he had been called by God to do.  We need the same kind of 

“identity fix” that he had if we are ever going to be able to navigate our way successfully through life. 

 

Did you notice what he tells us about the gospel?  Let me mention a few of the important things that Paul 

says.  Verses 1-6, and then verses 16 and 17, which introduce the main part of the letter, express the theme 

of the book:   

 

First, it is a theocentric gospel, that is, it centers around God.  It is the Gospel of God.  He is the 

author if it.  He invented it.  He supplied the power to carry it through.  Throughout this whole 

letter, there will be an extraordinary amount of emphasis placed upon the fact that God takes the 

initiative to save us, to find us, to redeem us, to sanctify us, to glorify us.  This is all about what God 

has done.  It is His gospel, and it is for that reason that Paul finds it so difficult to boast.  How can 

we boast in what God has done?   

 

In verses 1-6 Paul alludes to the context of the gospel – it was promised before hand through the 

prophets in the Scripture – and to the content of the gospel.  It concerns His son Jesus Christ (there 

was a fascinating and powerful little reference to the resurrection in that section – it says that Jesus 

was declared – “marked out” – with power to be the Son of God by the resurrection).  He was 

always the Son of God – but the resurrection, you see, declared it in the most powerful way 

imaginable!  How do we know that Jesus Christ really was who He said He was?  How do we know 

that His work on the cross actually accomplished all that the Bible says it did?  We know it because 
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of the resurrection.  

 

And the introduction tells us that the goal of the gospel is to call people from all the Gentiles to 

obedience that comes from faith  – did you notice that phrase?  Do you understand that true faith – 

real faith – always produces obedience?  If no one has ever taught you that before, I want you to 

stop right now and think about it.  If you say you have faith, but you do not obey, then you do not 

have faith!!  Paul is right on target with James who said” faith without works is dead.”  The gospel 

produces obedience that flows out of faith. 

 

It all gets summarized – the whole letter is contained in verses 16-17.  Three big ideas jump out 

here and we dare not miss them: A) Salvation is by faith alone.  (If faith is genuine, it always 

produces obedience, but it comes by faith alone.)  That is one of the major themes of this letter – 

we'll come back to it again and again.  B) Salvation is offered to all people, Jews and Gentiles alike 

and C) this way of salvation is absolutely consistent with what the Old Testament taught.  It is not a 

“different” way.  That's the purpose of the quotation in verse 17 from the Book of Habakkuk, “the 

righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

The importance of that phrase, “the righteousness of God,” was already noted in the paragraph of testimony 

I read to you by Martin Luther.  The expression is used eight times in the Book of Romans, though in the 

New International Version translation it doesn't show up exactly that way.  (Be on the look out for it.)  Three 

times it refers to God's attribute of justice (3:5, 25, 26, though it is translated just a bit differently).  The 

other five times are: here, at 3:21 and 22, and at 10:3 (where it occurs two times).  The righteousness of God 

means ‘the righteousness that God gives or imparts or imputes (we will look at that word later) to all who 

believe in His Son.’  This righteousness is apart from works of the law (3:28, 4:1-8, 23-25).  This 

righteousness is not our own (Philippians 3:9), it is the gift of God (Romans 5:17), it is received by faith 

(1:17, 9:30-10:4, Galatians 2:15-21).  In I Corinthians 1:30 Paul says it very succinctly when he writes about 

“Christ our righteousness.” 

 

We've just a moment left – I'm sure you noticed that Paul is writing to a group of Christians he has not yet 

met.  This letter was written while he was in Corinth before he took the offering to Jerusalem. Notice – he 

doesn't know them yet, but he prays for them all the time.  Friends: that is one of the secrets to Paul's 

tremendous success.  Everything was continually bathed in prayer.  He even prayed consistently (he says 

constantly) for people he didn't know yet!  He knew who he was – he prayed all the time – he had a clear 

sense of purpose.  Those things we've noted already – and one more – He felt a heavy obligation.  “I owe the 

Gospel to both the Greeks and the Jews.” That is truly how he felt. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 26, DAY 2         ROMANS 1:18-32 and ROMANS 2 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read Romans 1:18-32, and chapter 2, and have moved from 

the introduction into the main argument of this greatest of New Testament letters.  Remember, the doctrinal 

section of this letter includes the first 11 chapters.  The first subsection of Part One was what we would call 

the introduction, from verses 1-15, and then the statement of the book's main theme of the ‘Gospel of God,’ 

in verses 16 and 17.   
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Now, with verse 18, we begin the second subsection, which will go from 1:18 all the way over to chapter 

3:20, and will itself be divided into three parts.  The main goal of this portion is to show that all men – 

Gentiles, Jews, all people – are guilty and without excuse before God.  In fact, the whole section, from 1:18 

to 3:20, is summarized three verses later in Romans 3:23, with that most familiar of verses, “For all have 

sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  If all are sinners, and without excuse, then no one can be 

justified by keeping the law.  That is the grand summary of Paul's argument throughout this whole passage. 

 

First of all, Paul uses the same tactic that some of the Old Testament prophets did, by turning his attention to 

the judgment due to those who have never acknowledged the Lord as their God.  You can find a good 

example of this same tactic in the Book of Amos, for example.  Sent by God to pronounce judgment upon 

the wayward people of Israel, Amos begins, at the prompting of the Spirit of God, by uttering judgments 

against the heathen nations surrounding Israel.  He pronounces judgment from God against the sin of Aram 

and Philistia and Phoenicia and Edom and Moab – and one can almost imagine the listening Israelites 

nodding their heads in affirmation – that's right!  It's about time God's judgment fell upon those wicked 

nations!  Then suddenly, without so much as taking a breath, Amos is calling down God's wrath upon Judah 

and Israel because they have done the very same things!  Well, that is what Paul does – he starts by targeting 

the heathen – the ones who have never acknowledged God – the ones without the benefit of special 

revelation.  You remember the distinction between special and general revelation.  Paul's conclusion is that, 

even without having access to the Law of Moses, or the writings of the prophets, the men and women who 

have never heard about God are still guilty of their sin – still accountable to God – because they have not 

kept the laws they did have.   

 

This passage, from verse 18 to the end of chapter 1, is very important for several reasons.  First, it tells us 

that all human beings, by virtue of their creation in the image of God, have at least this much knowledge of 

their Creator:  They know that He exists and they know something about His eternal power.  Why?  Because 

the image of God is stamped upon them, and because they can't avoid interacting with the universe that He 

created.  According to Romans 1, there is no such thing as a real atheist.  Deep down inside, some place, 

perhaps subconsciously, every single created human being knows that they were created.  They know that 

God exists. 

 

Next, we learn that all people are responsible to respond to the light given to them by their Creator.  Chapter 

1 hints, and chapter 2 explicitly states, that God will not judge anyone on the basis of revelation that they 

did not have, but He holds every individual responsible for responding to the revelation they do have.  In 

verse 12 of chapter 2, there is the clearest statement of this principle that is found anywhere in Scripture.  

“All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law and all who sin under the law will be 

judged by the law.” 

 

Here then is a clear and understandable answer to at least a part of the age-old question: “What happens to 

people who have never heard of Christ?  Is it fair for God to judge men and women who never had a chance 

to hear about salvation?” 

 

The part of the answer that is here is that it IS fair for God to judge the heathen who have never heard, 

because He only holds them accountable for that portion of the law that they have – i.e., the part that is 

written on their hearts.  (I want to come back to that concept in just a moment.)  Okay, so God only judges 

people for what they know – the standards they accept.  More than that, the chapters that we read today 

make it quite clear that no one even keeps the portion of the law that is inscribed on the heart of every 

human being.  That helps us, but there is still another portion of the question and we may as well address it 

this morning.   
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The other part of the question is, of course, “How can God judge people – even if they are guilty – if they 

have never heard of Christ, never had a chance to repent?”  That portion of the question is a little harder to 

answer, but I believe that there is a little verse tucked away in the Book of Jeremiah that helps us a lot.  In 

Jeremiah 29:13 there is a fascinating verse, “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart.”  I believe that there is a broad Biblical principle there.  I believe that whenever, wherever, an 

individual honestly responds to whatever amount of light that God has given them, He will give them more 

light.  Of this much I am sure, no one who honestly is seeking to know the God of all creation will end up 

spending eternity in hell.  If there is such a person, somehow – some way  – the Good News of Jesus Christ 

will reach them, perhaps supernaturally by an angel through a dream, perhaps by the word of some Christian 

who passes their way.   Now, not everyone will agree with me about this matter, but I believe that this is 

how that question of ‘what happens to the heathen’ resolves itself in Scripture.   

 

Third, we learn from this passage that there is a universal tendency (part of the sin nature that all people 

inherit) to repress or suppress the knowledge of God that is innate in every person.  Because they do not 

want to give God glory, they exchange the glory of God for idols.  Mankind is innately religious and 

incurably idolatrous.  Make no mistake – the big problem with the people in our society today is not that 

they are uninterested in religion – they are fascinated with religion.  The problem is, that they are idolatrous. 

 They want to worship – but they want to worship gods that they can control, gods they can manipulate, and 

gods made in the image of man!!  Every single one of us has deep within us an imprint of the very image of 

God, some knowledge of Him, and some consciousness of certain truths that are self-evident, certain things 

that are absolutely wrong and other things that are right and proper.  Instead of responding to that 

knowledge, and instead of looking for the God who created us and created the universe in which we live, we 

want to move in another direction and create our own gods to worship. 

 

Did you notice the chilling progression in chapter 1?  They did not glorify God, they did not give thanks, 

they exchanged God's glory for that of corruptible things.  Then it says God gave them over --they 

exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and God gave them over – they exchanged natural relations for 

unnatural and God gave them over to a depraved mind.  That's scary, because it implies quite clearly, that if 

you willfully reject God's truth, suppress it, and keep on doing that, eventually God will say, “Okay, if that's 

what you want, you can have it.” His Spirit stops striving with man, and man is given over to what 

theologians call ‘reprobation’ – a state from which there is no return.  It is possible then to pass a kind of 

‘theological point of no return.’  Fortunately for us, we never know where that point is actually to be found, 

but it does exist. 

 

The cycle of sin described in chapter 1 is like a downward spiral.  It starts with a lack of thanksgiving and 

with suppression of the knowledge that we have about God; and ends with the most terrible kinds of 

perversions and sins and a total insensitivity – “They know that those who do such things deserve death”, 

Paul writes – but they just don't care!! 

 

There is a huge debate in our society today with reference to homosexuality.  Is it conditioned behavior, or 

is it genetically prescribed?  Is it really evil and unnatural, or just an alternative lifestyle? Is gay pride okay? 

 Well, Romans 1 is pretty clear, my friends.  Homosexuality, which is condemned in the Old Testament as a 

perversion of God's ways, is no more acceptable in the New Testament than it was in the Old Testament.  

The Bible never actually says that homosexuality is a chosen behavior – perhaps conditioned by society.  

Maybe there is some genetic root – though I am inclined to not put much stock in that view.  What is very 

certain is that it is sin.  It is not an acceptable alternative lifestyle. 
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Two last observations with reference to chapter 1: Mixed into the terrible list of sins including murder, 

strife, deceit and malice are disobedience to parents, envy and gossip.  Mark this well.  Some of the things 

we dismiss as character flaws, God, pure and simple, calls sin.  And He does not appear to buy the 

traditional distinction between mortal and venial sins.  Apparently, as far as God is concerned, sin is sin, and 

it all gets lumped together in one category. 

 

Finally, did you see how the whole passage began?  It starts with these words.  “The “wrath” of God is 

revealed from heaven against the godlessness and wickedness of truth-suppressing men.”  Paul will have a 

lot to tell us, as does the whole of the New Testament, about the love of God, but first he has to warn us 

about the wrath of God.  Before people will welcome the good news – they first have to understand the bad 

news.  That is a solid evangelistic principle.  Jesus used it!  So does Paul!  So should we!!   

 

So then, chapter 1 proves incontrovertibly that the Gentiles are living under the curse of sin and can do 

nothing to merit God's acceptance.  No 'righteous' Jew would have any problem with that conclusion, but in 

chapter 2, Paul turns his guns on them, and comes to the conclusion that the Jews are in exactly the same 

position before God.  The only real difference, according to Paul, is that the Jews will be judged according 

to a tougher standard because the Jews had the law of God. 

 

I have quoted verse 4 of chapter 2 to you before.  One of the great sins of the Jewish nation (and of many 

Christians today) derives from the fact that they believe themselves to be the 'special' people of God, and 

therefore fall into the presumption of thinking that because God loves them so much, He will 'ignore' their 

sin.  In the Jewish apocryphal book of Esdras there is a startling challenge.  “Weigh our sin in the balance 

against the sins of the rest of the world and it will be clear which way the scale tips...Has any nation ever 

kept your commandments like Israel?  You may find one man here, one there but nowhere a whole nation!” 

(2 Esdras 3:28-36)  Paul assures complacent Israelites and professing Christians alike that God does not play 

favorites.  If He judges Gentiles who sin without knowledge of God's laws, the judgment visited upon those 

who know but ignore those laws will only be greater.  Justification, we will be taught throughout this book, 

is by grace apart from the works of the law, but for those who have not trusted Christ and been justified by 

faith, judgment will be strictly in accordance with a person's works and with the knowledge they had, but 

ignored. 

 

Our time is gone but there is one more thing we really need to note, and that is that circumcision – the sign 

of the covenant upon which the Jews so heavily depended has value, according to Paul, only if a person 

keeps the law.  Ritual and religious ceremony have no value in terms of making a person right with God.  

This was a revolutionary concept to the Jews, and it would be equally revolutionary to many modern 

religionists as well.  What is really needed, according to Paul, is an inner circumcision – a circumcision of 

the heart. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

WEEK 26, DAY 3              ROMANS 3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Romans chapter 3 is one of those monumental “great chapters of the 

Bible” that I keep mentioning.  It contains, of course, that most familiar verse, Romans 3:23, “For all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  But that famous verse itself falls within what is arguably the 

most important paragraph of the whole Bible, because it explains – really explains – the heart of the Gospel. 

 It tells me why Christ had to die.  It explains what really happened on the cross and it tells me how I can 

have a part in what Christ did for us on Calvary.  I am very sure that after you have thought carefully about 
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it, that you will agree with me completely. 

 

Before we turn our attention, however, to that most magnificent paragraph in God's Word, we need to finish 

the argument of the section that began with verse 18 of chapter 1, and ends with verse 20 of chapter 3.  

Remember – the main point that Paul is trying to drive home here is that all people, be they Gentiles or 

Jews, are right now under the wrath of God because of sin.  The Gentile cannot use his very real ignorance 

of special revelation as an excuse, because as a member of the human race, he is the recipient of general or 

natural revelation, and though he does not know everything, he knows something about God, and has, in the 

form of conscience, some knowledge of God's law.  Instead of responding to that knowledge he has “held 

down” or suppressed the truth, and failed to keep even the standards that he set for himself – the verdict is 

guilty. 

 

But the Jew is in exactly the same position.  The second portion of this sub-section of the Book, beginning 

with the first verse of chapter 2, hones in on the Jew.  In fact, his position may be worse, because in holding 

the precious gift of the words of God (the word used for 'words' in chapter 3 verse 2 is not the same term 

that is used in John 1:1, for example, where the word ‘Logos’ is used for Word – “In the beginning was the 

‘Word.’”  The word used for “words” in 3:1 might better be translated as the old King James Version does 

as ‘oracles’) – in holding the words of God, the Jew is exposed to a higher standard of judgment.  God holds 

us accountable for what we know! 

 

Now this kind of thinking would have been absolutely revolutionary to most of the Jews of Paul's day.  

Their view had always been that just being Jews was a tremendous advantage – having God's law, being 

circumcised – made them superior to other people, and secured for them God's special blessing.  And now 

Paul was saying, not only does just having the law not get you “extra points” with God, it exposes you to 

greater condemnation, because you, above all people, know better.  That precipitated a series of three 

objections that Paul deals with in the first part of chapter 3. 

 

Objection #1: In view of what has been said then, what advantage is there in being a Jew and receiving 

circumcision?  Paul's answer is ‘much advantage – in every way – because you have the very words of 

God.’  By the way, this statement is very important in helping us to establish a Biblical Doctrine of 

Scripture.  The idea that the Bible is the very Word of God, the very words of God, that inspiration extends 

to the very words, the individual words, is not a novel one – nor did it gradually evolve over the centuries.  

One thing that Jesus and Paul agreed with their Jewish rivals about – 100% – was that the Bible was the 

Word of God.  It is just that Jesus and Paul after him, were saying, “It is not enough to simply reverence it – 

you need to obey it!” 

 

Objection #2 that Paul deals with here could be framed this way – “How can God punish the Jews – He has 

promised to be the God of the Jews – that would make Him unfaithful?”  Paul's answer is that God remains 

faithful regardless of what the Jews bring upon themselves by their own unfaithfulness. 

 

Objective #3: If the wickedness of the Jews shows God's justice, then it would be unfair to punish them for 

it. That argument doesn't even deserve an answer, but the answer is, that based on that argument, God would 

not punish anything.  It would lead to the absurd conclusion that it is right to do evil so that good may come. 

 

I am sure that you noted the whole string of Old Testament quotations with which the third part of this sub-

section ended.  The conclusion of the matter, bolstered by the rather long set of Old Testament proof texts, 

is that all people – Jews and Gentiles alike – are under the power of sin, and have failed to keep God's law.  

There is not one single righteous person.  Verse 20 is critically important.  “No one will be declared 
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righteous in His sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”  The King 

James Version says no one will be “justified” by keeping the law.  That's the point Paul has been trying to 

make through this whole section, beginning with verse 18 of chapter 1. 

 

It's time for a short theology lesson.  This word “justification” – the New International Version here 

translates it “be declared righteous” – is a very important word in the Christian's vocabulary.  “Justification 

is a legal sentence or declaration issued by God in which He pronounces the person in question free from 

any fault or guilt and acceptable in His sight.”  The person is declared to have met all the requirements of 

God's holy law and to possess a perfect righteousness.  This term is a forensic (or legal) term denoting a 

judicial act of administering the law – in this case, by declaring a verdict of acquittal and so excluding all 

possibility of condemnation.  Justification thus settles the legal status of the person justified…There are two 

methods of justification set forth in the Scriptures.  One is by works, the other by faith.  One, justification by 

works – the legal method...requires that men perfectly obey God's law.  “For it is not those who hear the law 

who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous” (justified) 

2:13.  The apostle is not saying ‘that anyone can keep the law’ (Steele and Thomas; Romans, An 

Interpretive Outline; pp. 24-25).  In fact, he is contending that no one can keep it, but if they did, they would 

be justified.  But no one will be justified that way.  The law saves no one; it only makes sin known.  The 

other method of justification is the Gospel method, and that method, justification by faith, is developed in 

the great paragraph that starts with verse 21.  It will be the main subject of the next section of the letter. 

 

There is one more idea that is important for us to grapple with in the first 20 verses of chapter 3.  It too is an 

important theological concept that we must learn, if we would really understand the Bible or fully appreciate 

what God has done for us in Christ.  It is the Doctrine of Total Depravity.  Did you feel the strength of those 

Old Testament quotes in verse 10 and following?  (“There is no one righteous, not even one.  There is no 

one who understands – no one who seeks God.  All have turned away.  They together have become 

worthless.  There is no one who does good, not even one...”)  To these verses could be added a host of other 

Old Testament texts like – “All of our righteousness is as filthy rags” – or “Behold the wicked are estranged 

from the womb.  They go astray as soon as they are born speaking lies.”  Now the Doctrine of Total 

Depravity (or Total Inability, as some would term it) does not say that each (or any) individual person is as 

bad as they could possibly be, nor does it imply that no one ever thinks a good thought or performs any 

unselfish action.  What it does say, however, is that sin has so totally infected and affected us, that every 

single part of us – mind, body and will – has been corrupted, and that left to ourselves, we are totally unable 

to do anything that would earn salvation for ourselves.  That is what is behind the vivid analogies that the 

New Testament uses to describe the regeneration of a person, or the state of person without Christ.  That 

person is described as “dead” in sin, as blind – in need of sight – as one who needs a new birth, and when he 

or she has been reborn, they are described as a “new creation.”  Have you ever stopped to think about what 

each of these analogies has in common?  Well in every case they describe one who is without Christ as 

being totally hopeless and unable to do anything to change their fate.  If a dead person is going to be raised, 

it will not be by any power resident in the corpse.  A blind person has no ability to heal himself, no baby 

ever chose to be conceived or born.  The power comes from someone else, and nothing created ever called 

itself into existence.  No one will ever be justified by keeping the law because we are totally depraved.  That 

is, we are totally unable to contribute anything to our own salvation. 

 

Now if the Book of Romans ended here – with the bad news – by the works of the law no one will be 

justified – everything would be pretty grim.  There would be no Gospel – no good news.  Thank God then 

for verse 21 and the paragraph that follows it.  It starts with this wonderful word, “but” – and I want you to 

know that is the biggest “but” in the Bible.  It's circled and highlighted in my Bible. It is a word of incredible 

hope and power.  “But now a righteousness of God (or as the New IV correctly translates it) a righteousness 
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from God has been made known.” This is the “righteousness from God” that Luther tried so hard to 

understand, and we are told in verses 21 through 26 some incredible things about this righteousness.  We are 

told that it comes from God, that it comes through faith in Christ, that it comes to ALL who believe.  (By the 

way, when you are reading your English Bible, pay special attention to the prepositions; that attention will 

do wonders to open up your understanding of God's Word.) 

 

I want you to remember now our little interpretive scheme – the one we have uncovered several times before 

in Scripture: Prophecy – fact – and interpretation.  The single most important event in all of the Bible is the 

death of Jesus Christ.  About that there can be no question at all.  We have looked already at some of the 

prophecies concerning that death – most notably we have studied Psalm 22 and some of Christ's own words 

in the Gospel of Luke.  We have also seen the facts recorded in that same account written by Dr. Luke, the 

historian.  Here in Romans 3:21-26, we find one of the most important interpretation passages explaining 

that death, and educating us in terms of its significance.  Tomorrow we will look at this again.  (It is so 

crucial I'm going to ask you to read those six verses again tomorrow.)   

 

But for now, just notice three words.  (Actually in our English translation it is two words and a phrase – but 

in Greek three single words.)  If we can learn to understand these three words, we will understand most of 

what the Bible teaches us about the death of Christ.  The first word we have already discussed; it is found in 

verse 24.  It is the word “justified.”  The second word, also in verse 24, is the word “redemption.”  The 

third word, in verse 25, is a phrase in the New International Version translation.  It says “sacrifice of 

atonement.”  The King James Version retains a very old and complex English word: “propitiation.”  

When we understand these words fully we will appreciate the fourth theological word that appears in verses 

24 and 25, “grace,” even more than we already do. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day.  I can't wait to talk with you tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 26, DAY 4                      ROMANS 3:21-31  

        

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  I can't wait to share with you this morning.  Today was the very first 

time I have ever asked you to re-read some of the same verses two days in a row.  It may happen again, but 

if it does, I will tell you in advance that the verses are not likely to be as important as these!!  Romans 

chapter 3:21-31 is an utterly amazing passage!! 

 

What really happened on the cross?  Why did Jesus have to die?  What did His death actually accomplish?  

Those three different versions of the very same question take us right to the heart of the gospel of God, and 

right to the heart of Paul's letter to the Romans.  I promised you yesterday that most of the answer was 

bound up in those three terms, “justification”, “redemption” and “propitiation.”  Let's briefly consider them 

together: 

 

We've already worked on the term “justification,” so I will just remind you that it is a “forensic” or 

“legal term.”  It involved a pronouncement made by a judge, (in this case God,) regarding the legal 

guilt or innocence of an individual (in this case the sinner).  To be justified is to be acquitted – 

counted innocent – on the basis of righteousness.  If that righteousness was inherent in the 

individual being judged – that is, if it was a personal righteousness – then that individual would 

have earned the acquittal on the strength of his or her own good works. The first portion of the 

argument of Romans, laid out in chapter 1:18 thorough chapter 3:20, has left us in no doubt that, 
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though theoretically or logically it would be possible to be justified on the basis of a personal 

righteousness, it is actually quite impossible, because no one ever has kept the law for themselves 

(except Jesus Christ, the God-man – more on that in chapter 5).   

 

Since we cannot be justified by a personal righteousness, we need an “imputed” or “credited” 

righteousness.  That is what chapter 4 says Abraham had, and what we too can have.  To impute 

means to “credit,” to “reckon,” to “account.”  When God, the judge, imputes righteousness to man 

or woman, the sinner, the righteousness of Christ, the man – his personal righteousness earned by 

fully keeping the law, by perfectly keeping the law, by never sinning, but always completely 

obeying God – that righteousness is credited over to my account.  If you earn a thousand dollars, 

and it is in your bank account, and you decide to give it to me, we go to the bank together, or I take 

your cashier’s check – your money – the dollars you've earned – are credited to my account.  Your 

money becomes my money.  That is how Christ's righteousness becomes my righteousness.  The 

only difference, of course, is that when you give away the $1000, you can only give it once, and 

then you don't have it any more.  Well, Christ's righteousness is given to all who believe, and after 

it's given, He still has it!!   

 

When you were in Sunday School you probably heard this definition of justification – “It's just-as-

if-I'd never sinned!”  Well, now you have a little better understanding of that.  If you're not driving a 

car right now, I want you to take a piece of paper.  At the top write this question: “What happened 

on the cross?”   Now in the middle of the paper draw a triangle.  At the top of the triangle write the 

word ‘God,’ at the bottom left the word ‘Christ,’ and at the bottom right,  the word ‘man,’ or 

perhaps your own name.  Now, outside the triangle, draw an arrow from ‘God’ to ‘man’ and on the 

arrow write the word “justification.”  When Christ died on the cross, God declared all who would 

believe by faith in Christ justified. 

 

Now the second important word we need to understand is the word “redemption.”  This word is a 

commercial – or financial – term.  (Remember, “justification” is a legal term.)  The term 

“redemption” comes from the world of the marketplace.  It means quite literally “to buy something 

back.” The Greek word used here points to the act of buying a slave out of bondage in order to set 

him free.  The word contains the idea that a price has been paid for the release of that which was 

held captive.  There is a rich Old Testament background to this word – God redeemed Israel out of 

Egypt and later out of Babylon.  But the most vivid Old Testament backdrop against which this 

word is set is to be found in the Book of Hosea.  That book, and in particular the relationship 

between Hosea and his adulterous wife Gomer, is a kind of living parable in which Hosea 

represents God and Gomer plays the part of Israel.  If you recall the story (which we will read a 

little later in our Know the Word program), you will remember that God told Hosea to marry this 

faithless woman.  God commanded Hosea to do this, even though he knew ahead of time what kind 

of person Gomer was.  She was unfaithful to Hosea.  She left him and presumably bounced from 

lover to lover until finally, probably because of incurred debts, she found herself on the auction 

block – being sold as a slave.  Then God told Hosea to go to the auction and buy her back – redeem 

her – and he went.  He bid, and for a price of 15 shekels of silver and a homer and a lethek of 

barley, he bought her back. “Then I told her,” he writes, “you are to live with me many days.  You 

must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man and I will live with you.”  That is the Old 

Testament background of this idea of redemption.   

 

The New Testament says, in I Peter 1:18-19, “For you know that it was not with perishable things 

such as silver and gold that you were redeemed...but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
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without blemish or defect.”  When Christ entered the marketplace and bid for you and me, we were 

enslaved to sin – He bid the highest possible bid.  He paid the price with His own blood.  That is the 

meaning of redemption.  (I need to alert you to the fact that some people down through the history 

of the church have pushed this word picture further than the Scripture gives us any warrant, and 

have suggested that because we were slaves to sin, then the ransom price must have been paid to 

Satan.  That is bad theology, simply because it has no basis at all in Scripture.)  In reality, the 

Scripture teaches us quite clearly that there were only three people directly involved with what 

happened on the cross, the Father, the Son, and me and you – the objects of redemption.  Take that 

sheet of paper back out now, and at the bottom of the triangle draw an arrow from ‘Christ’ to ‘man’ 

and on that arrow write the word “redemption.”  Christ's action on the cross purchased your 

redemption. 

 

The third word is the Greek word “hilesterion.”  The New International Version translates it 

“sacrifice of atonement,” the Revised Standard Version renders it “expiation,” the King James 

Version and American Standard Version have the word “propitiation,” which is certainly closest to 

the non-biblical usage of this word.  “Justification” is a legal word; “redemption” is an economic 

term; “propitiation” is a religious word.  Its background is found in the pagan religions of ancient 

Greece.  The gods of the ancient pantheons were like exaggerated and capricious human beings.  

They got jealous and angry – for the wrong reasons.  They took offense unjustly and when they got 

angry (which was frequently) they looked, like their human counterparts, for revenge.  If one of 

these gods did get angry with you for some reason, good or bad, it was incumbent upon you to 

either align yourself to a more powerful rival god, or more likely, to appease the wrath of the 

offended deity by offering some acceptable kind of sacrifice.  To propitiate the god, to turn away 

his anger, you offered a sacrifice to assuage his or her usually unjustified anger.  With that kind of 

background then, it is somewhat surprising that this word (which does not sound all that worthy) is 

used for the God of all creation!!  But it is here, and with good reason.  Remember the opening 

words of the section that began with 1:18?  “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven.”  

What Paul says, as clearly and as bluntly as you could possibly imagine, is that God is angry – not 

just with sin but with sinners.  It is not a capricious, selfish anger like that of some pagan god.  It is 

the wrath of a holy God whose sense of holiness and justice has been trampled upon. 

 

It is imperative, as we have noted before, to understand that God is completely perfect in every one 

of His attributes – power, goodness, love, mercy, truth, justice, holiness – every one of them!  He 

cannot compromise any of those attributes.  To allow His character to be impugned, to allow His 

righteousness to be trampled upon, to allow sin to go unpunished – He cannot, without ceasing to be 

perfect.  So His “wrath is revealed from heaven” and sin cannot go unpunished. 

 

God's sense of justice – His wrath – then, must be propitiated, and here is where the twist comes in. 

 This is what makes the term propitiation over into a glorious, wonderful Christian word.  In the old 

pagan mythologies, it was your job to figure out what sacrifice might appease the offended deity.  

You had to take the initiative and hope that the enormity of your sacrifice would be impressive 

enough to turn away the anger.  When Christ died upon Calvary's cross, it was because God 

Himself took the initiative – because He Himself provided the sacrifice – the only possible sacrifice 

– He paid the costly price. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son....”  

Now get that triangle back out again, and on the left side of the triangle draw an arrow from ‘Christ’ 

to ‘God’ and write on it this wonderful word “propitiation.”   

 

These three transactions all occurred in the moment that Christ cried out, “It is finished.”  His sacrifice 
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propitiated the wrath of God – turned it aside – the work of Christ had reference to the Father.  It also 

redeemed us and made possible the judicial declaration that came from God to us when we were declared 

righteous, and the righteousness of Christ was imputed to us.  That is the “what” of the cross.   

 

Verse 26 explains the “why”.  God did this so that He might be both “just and the justifier”... so that both 

His holiness and love might stand side by side without either being compromised. 

 

Two things remain to be said:  1) The work of Christ on Calvary's cross is appropriated to the case of any 

individual by faith.  It all comes to the one who has faith in Jesus!  2) Because all of the arrows in the 

diagram flow from God or from Christ, because there is nothing that I can do except to simply ‘believe and 

receive’ Christ's work by faith, there is absolutely no room whatever for boasting.  To God and God alone 

be the glory, great things He has done. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 26, DAY 5                ROMANS 4 and 5 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  This morning we picked up our reading pace just a little bit and read 

together Romans chapters 4 and 5.  If you are still working on your outline of the book of Romans, you will 

know that after the introduction to this letter, and the brief statement of its theme, the next major section ran 

from 1:18 – 3:20.  In it Paul conclusively proved that no one will be justified by works, even though 

logically that is one way that a person could commend himself to God.   

 

The next major section began at 3:21 and we spent Wednesday and Thursday marveling at the first part of 

that section, which continues through the end of the fifth chapter, which we read this morning. From verse 

21 of chapter 3 through the end of chapter 5, Paul explains what “justification by faith” really means.  He 

explained, at the end of chapter 3, what it really means.  In chapter 4, he cites Abraham as an illustration and 

proof that justification is by faith alone, apart from works which we might do to “run up points” with God.  

In chapter 5:1-11, Paul talks to us about the blessings that come to us because of “justification by faith,” and 

in 5:12-21, we are shown how Adam and Christ parallel one another as representatives of the human race. 

 

The first thing that we need to notice together is that God's method for offering salvation to mankind has 

never really changed.  While it is a simple enough exercise to point to a great many differences between the 

Old Testament and the New Testament, the fact remains that the principles by which God relates to man 

have not changed.  Paul proves that by citing the case of Abraham, who he asserts was “justified” not by 

works – and certainly not by the rite of circumcision, which was not even introduced until a long time after 

the Scripture tells us that God ‘credited his faith to him for righteousness.’  The very use of the word 

‘credited’ (or 'imputed,' if you want to use the old language), both with reference to Abraham and also to 

David, is for Paul a very powerful argument.  If it is ‘credited’ to you, then it is not something you earn.  If 

you earn it, then it is not imputed.  Once again, we are looking at the distinction that we talked about a few 

days ago between personal righteousness and 'imputed' righteousness.  Not even Abraham – the 'friend of 

God' – earned his right standing with God.  In quoting from Psalm 32, Paul makes the same point with 

reference to David as well.  The friend of God and the man after God's own heart had to rely upon imputed 

righteousness for they had none of their own.  As it was for them, so it is for us! 

 

One of the things that follows from this continuity between Old Testament and New Testament methods of 
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justification, is that Christianity, in the mind of the apostle, was not a totally new and different thing from 

the Jewish religion of the Old Testament.  For the Apostle Paul, Christianity was not a new thing, but a 

continuation of all that God had done from Abraham's time onward.  That makes Abraham the father of all 

who believe – not just the Jews – but the Gentiles who have placed their faith in Christ as well.  He got that 

idea, by the way, from Jesus, who talked about Abraham, and said that Abraham saw Jesus' day, “Abraham 

saw my day and he rejoiced.”  Jesus saw Himself as in line with His father Abraham. 

 

The last part of chapter 4 illustrates the gospel method of “justification by faith” through Abraham's life.  

Paul, in a kind of case study, notes that the object of Abraham's faith was the promise of God that he would 

be the father of many nations.  The object of our faith is the promise of God.  The strength of his faith is 

seen in that he believed God's promise, though it seemed impossible.  The ground of his faith was in the 

ability and faithfulness of God to do what He promised.  The result of his faith was that he was made 

righteous.  The record of his faith was given to teach us that all who believe in the death and resurrection of 

Christ are, like Abraham, counted as righteous. 

 

It would be impossible to over-emphasize the importance that the apostle Paul places upon faith.  God has 

taken the initiative.  God has provided the righteousness through Christ.  Christ has redeemed us, Christ 

propitiated the wrath of God, God acquits us, but there is one thing that we must do.  We must believe, we 

must trust, we must exercise faith.  The key to activating the promise is faith – faith in the promises of God. 

 Here is a subtle but very important distinction.  We are not justified by faith.  We are justified by grace – 

God's grace – but we are justified through faith.  It is the instrument through which all of the finished work 

of Christ on the cross is applied to you and to me.  If you can think back to the triangular diagram that we 

built together as we examined chapter 3, there is one more arrow that could be drawn.  This one, from ‘man’ 

to ‘Christ’ – and on this arrow could be written the word “faith.”  It is just as Paul says in Ephesians 2. “ It is 

by grace that you have been saved through faith.” 

 

As Christians, we have been given many instruments (we sometimes call them 'weapons') to use.  The 

greatest and most significant of all of those weapons is faith.  The writer of the Book of Hebrews puts it 

very simply: “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” 

 

In the fifth chapter of Romans, there are two sections and two important things for us to note.  The first is 

the attention given by Paul to the “results” of justification by faith.  Three very notable characteristics of the 

one who has been justified through faith appear in Romans 5.  The first is peace. “Therefore since we have 

been justified through faith, we have peace with God.”  Because of our sinful rebellion, we used to stand as 

enemies of God, in a state of armed rebellion – cringing under the wrath of His righteous anger – but we 

who were enemies are now the very children of God.  We have peace!!  The extent to which we understand 

that, the extent to which we experience that peace in the very depths of our beings, is very closely related to 

our understanding of the doctrine of “justification by faith.” 

 

The second noticeable characteristic that Paul mentions is hope.  Now, when you or I say that we hope that 

we will finish a project on time, or I hope the car will last for another 50,000 miles, we are using the word 

differently from the way the New Testament uses it.  Whenever the New Testament talks about hope, it is 

talking about an assured certainty – complete and total confidence that what God has said will happen, and 

will actually happen when and how He says it will happen, with no hitches – just as He has promised.  As I 

look around me in these uncertain days in which we live, I don't see a lot of hope – calm rock-solid 

certainty.  I can live meaningfully today because I know that what I do today will still have validity and 

purpose and meaning tomorrow and the next day and even for eternity.  Down through the ages, 

“justification by faith” has always produced a people of hope. 
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Peace and hope invariably have a companion and that is joy.  Understanding who Jesus is, knowing what He 

has done, possessing absolute confidence in what He yet will do – all of this yields to real joy – soul-

satisfying joy, deep inter-satisfaction. 

 

It would not be too much to say that a practical measure of how well you understand the doctrine of 

justification by faith can be gleaned simply by measuring the amount of peace, hope and joy there is in your 

life!! 

 

As we come down to the end of our week together, there is one more thing I want for us to notice in chapter 

5, and it is the strong comparison that Paul makes in the last part of this chapter between Adam, (who 

represented mankind in the Garden of Eden, and who fell, and by that fall pulled all of humanity with him 

into the caldron of sin, and marked each of us with a sin nature because of it,) and Christ – Christ (in 

another place Paul will call Him the second Adam,) who also represented all of mankind, and who also 

passed through a probationary experience, as did Adam, but who passed that probation by perfectly keeping 

the law – who then represented us in death, became our substitute, paid the penalty for our sins, and holds 

out the promise of salvation for all who will exercise faith in Him. 

 

“As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”  That verse has often been misconstrued, and 

taken to be a universalistic statement that, somehow, all people, whether they believe in Jesus Christ or not, 

will be redeemed by Christ.  Well, that is an example of taking a verse out of its context, and interpreting it 

apart from the larger context of the rest of Scripture, which certainly does not teach that.  But Christ did 

represent, does represent, and will represent all who put their faith and trust in Him.  

 

Adam was our federal head.  When he sinned, we sinned.  I don't like that very much, and a lot of people 

don't like that, and would like to somehow do away with that doctrine, because it doesn't sound fair – but be 

careful.  If it is not fair for Adam to represent us in sin, as we said when we talked about Genesis chapter 3, 

then it also isn't fair for Christ to represent us in righteousness – and He has done that.  Just as the sin of 

Adam affected us, so the righteousness of Christ can be imputed to each and everyone who trusts in Him.  

 

We have now spent one-half year together studying God's Word.  I hope you have learned many, many 

wonderful things.  I pray that it is transforming your life.  I hope you will share with other people all the 

wonderful knowledge you have gained, all the principles you have learned, and that all the progress you 

have made will somehow flow out of your life into their lives.  I trust you will also invite other people to 

begin to share the resource of these Know the Word recordings and embark for themselves in the wonderful 

journey of knowing and learning the Word of God. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 


