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WEEK 25, DAY 1           JOSHUA 17 and 19 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 25 of Know the Word.  This morning you read 

Joshua 17-19.  Reading about how the land of Canaan was divided among the 12 tribes of Israel will 

definitely not be the high point of our trip through Joshua, or even of the week, but even for such passages 

as this there is information, even inspiration, that will be useful for us to gain. 

 

The first thing that I want for you to notice is that even before all of the tribes had received their inheritance, 

(seven were still waiting), the whole nation gathered at Shiloh and set up the Tabernacle, the Tent of 

Meeting, there.  I hope that you will lay hold of a map somewhere (there is sure to be one in the back of a 

good study Bible,) look at the different sections of the land, and locate the city of Shiloh.  You will 

immediately notice that Shiloh is in the center of the Promised Land, so that just as Israel had encamped for 

40 years with the Ark of God in the middle of the camp, so she would settle with the Ark of God in the exact 

same position, right in the middle.  The Lord “in the midst” is always to be the pattern for the people of 

God.  Shiloh, then, was a very important place to Israel, because it was the place where the ark was.  It 

would remain there until the time of Samuel, when superstitiously and foolishly, the people of Israel carried 

the Ark with them into battle, believing that, like some kind of charm, it would guarantee victory against the 

Philistines.  It didn't, and it was captured by the Philistines, as Israel went down to a crushing defeat.  The 

Philistines carried it off, but soon sent it back to Israel because of the damage and destruction that having 

the Ark caused in the Temple of Dagon in their country.  The Ark got as far as Kiriath Jearim, where it was 

kept for the next 20 years, before David finally had the Ark brought to Jerusalem, his newly captured 

capital.  But all of that is in the future.  Joshua established the Ark in Shiloh and there it stayed for a very 

long time. 

 

I'm sure that you noticed the complaint of the children of Joseph in chapter 17.  They didn't think that their 

allotment was a fair one.  The land they received was not commensurate with their greatness.  “Why have 

you only given us one allotment and one portion for an inheritance?  We are a numerous people and the 

Lord has blessed us abundantly.” 

 

The tribe of Joseph had a little ego problem.  They were the descendants of Joseph - Joshua was one of their 

tribesmen.  (He was from Ephraim.)  They had important associations and they were proud of them.  Their 

complaint was that Joshua hadn't given them enough land.  But that wasn't the real problem, as Joshua is 

quick to point out.  Joshua's response to them was basically this – ‘why should I ask God to give you more 

land - you haven't done anything about possessing all of what He's already given you.’  They had plenty of 

space if they would just deal with the obstacles - the forests on the one hand (clearing them would be too 

hard) - and the Canaanite iron chariots on the other (clearing them would be too risky).  The enemy was so 

deeply entrenched in their land and they would not move to dislodge them.  In commenting on this passage 

in his book entitled, Victorious Christian Living, Alan Redpath says, “How often is this situation with which 

the children of Joseph were faced repeated today!  The children of Joseph were not satisfied with their lot.  

There was not enough scope for their gifts they thought; they wanted a larger sphere of service.  Yet the fact 

of the matter was that in the sphere that God had given them, the enemy was still deeply entrenched.  Your 

complaint (he continues) may be the same - that you do not have enough scope for your own abilities.  Are 

you constantly discontented with your present lot...it may be that the searchlight of God's Word will disclose 

that the enemy is still deeply entrenched in your soul” (p. 207). There is a lot of merit in that application.  

Often enough we want more ‘territory’ than God has seen fit to give us - but the real problem is that we 

haven't moved to fully possess what He has already given us. 

 

Joshua's challenge to the children of Joseph is a real classic – ‘if you think you're so great, prove it - cut 
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down the trees and drive out the chariots.  Then you'll have all the land you want.’ 

 

Joshua's challenge to the whole nation is carried into chapter 18.  “How long,” he cries, “will you wait 

before you begin to take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you?” 

 

“Before the children of Israel entered into the Promised Land, Moses had gotten them all together and told 

them of the inheritance that awaited them if they went right into the land and possessed it.  To Benjamin, for 

example, he said, “The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him, between His shoulders.”  What a 

place to live!  In safety before the Lord - between the shoulders of the Master!  Of the tribe of Issachar 

Moses said, ‘they would receive the deep treasures of the ocean and discover the jewels of the sands.’  For 

the tribe of Issachar, there were some very precious gifts if they possessed the portion allotted to them.  The 

child of God who would possess all that is his or hers in Christ will have limitless experiences of the 

fathomless ocean of the grace of God, and possess some of the most wonderful jewels of Christian 

character.” 

 

“The tribe of Asher, Moses said, would live in a particular part of the land that would be full of winepresses. 

 Their feet would move in oil.  “Your shoes shall be iron and brass,” so strong were they, and, Moses said, 

“As thy days so shall they strength be”.  The tribe of Asher would never become old and weary and 

downhearted. They would be perennially fresh and strong.  For His children, God has all the unction of His 

Spirit...The tribe of Naphtali, Moses said, would be full of the blessing of the Lord and would be utterly 

satisfied.  And we could go on.  This is enough to show you that the people had the prospect of immense 

experiences - safety, unction, power, blessing, limitless grace and strength.  All these would be theirs, if 

only they would go in and possess them (Redpath, p. 220).  Joshua's question makes a lot of sense.  “How 

long will you wait before you begin to take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your father has 

given you?” 

 

Christian - there is an experience of Christ for us - a share in His victory - an experience of the fullness of 

His blessing that is as far beyond the level of average Christian living as Canaan was beyond the wilderness. 

 Alan Redpath tells a great story to illustrate this truth.  “If you go,” he says, “to the border between England 

and Scotland, you can walk over the ruins of Hadrian's wall - once the limit of the Roman Empire in 

England. In that district you will find many ancient towers, some in great shape even today and others in 

total ruins.  If you ask why some were preserved and others destroyed, you would be told this story.  Several 

hundred years ago, England and Scotland were at war.  The English in the region were constantly being 

attacked by Scots who carried away their cattle and stole their crops.  To defend themselves, the English 

built these castles near the border.  Some of them had secret springs to produce a constant supply of water 

and others were dependent on pipes to receive water from a well several hundred yards away.  The Scottish 

invaders were astute enough to know what to do - they dug up the pipes and cut them - then they waited 

until the people died of thirst.  But the castles with their own springs were invincible and they are the ones 

still standing today!!  When a Christian possesses all that Christ has purchased for him, he has an inner 

spring of living water - his castle is not likely to easily come down.” 

 

Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh had their inheritance on the east side of Jordan.  Moses, you 

remember, granted them that request before they crossed the river.  Judah was the first tribe to receive its 

inheritance in the Promised Land, down in the south - just to the west of the Dead Sea.  Ephraim came next 

a little to the north of Judah but not adjacent.  Dan and Benjamin came between them.  The half tribe of 

Manasseh that entered into the Promised Land was just north of Ephraim and adjacent to their brothers who 

chose not to cross the river.  Simeon ended up all the way in the south. There is a reason for that which we 

will discover later.   Asher and Naphtali were in the far north.  Issachar and Zebulun had small allotments 



3 
 

just south of Asher and Naphtali.  Because Dan had difficulty conquering its area, they too went north, to 

the extreme northeastern corner of the land, and established themselves there in a city they conquered and 

renamed Dan.  If you're counting, that's twelve tribes: Reuben, Gad, Manasseh, Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, 

Ephraim, Dan, Issachar, Naphtali, Asher and Zebulun.  Levi did not get an inheritance -- we'll note God's 

provision for them tomorrow. For now, notice that 12 tribes plus Levi makes 13 tribes.  Some of you never 

knew before this time that Israel really had 13 tribes.  The answer to the dilemma that may be arising in your 

brain, if you are beginning to wonder, is that Jacob had 12 sons which became the 12 tribes, but the tribe of 

Joseph is divided into two half tribes named after his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, thus insuring that 

Joseph, as Jacob promised, got a double blessing, a double inheritance.  When Levi is included in the list of 

12 tribes, then Ephraim and Manasseh are lumped together and called the tribe of Joseph.  When Levi is 

excluded, then Ephraim and Manasseh are each treated separately.  

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 25, DAY 2              JOSHUA 20 and 21 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we read chapters 20 - 21 of the Book of Joshua.  Did you 

notice the last paragraph of chapter 21?  It reads this way.  “So the Lord gave Israel all the land he had 

sworn to give their forefathers and they took possession of it and settled there.  The Lord gave them rest on 

every side just as He had sworn to their forefathers.  Not one of their enemies withstood them; the Lord 

handed all their enemies over to them.  Not one of all the Lord's good promises to the house of Israel failed. 

 Everyone was fulfilled.”  All through the last half of the Book of Joshua there is this point - counterpoint 

going on.  On the one hand, we are told over and over again that God gave them the whole land and that 

none of the enemies of Israel and God were able to stand against them.  On the other hand, we keep reading 

that as each tribe moved into its appointed territory, they found themselves unable to completely drive out 

the inhabitants.  It almost seems like two different accounts with two diametrically opposed perspectives are 

being pieced together here. 

 

God works mightily on behalf of Israel.  He gives them the land.  He decimates the opposition.  All they 

have to do is to act in faith and take what He has given.  They respond - but not completely.  They take some 

of the land - but not all of it.  He gives it, but they are responsible to take it, and their obedience is only 

partial.  I want to suggest to you this morning that we really are a lot like Israel.  In fact, we are exactly in 

the same position.  The finished work of Christ on the cross of Calvary has purchased all that we need for 

life and godliness.  The price is paid.  The gift has been offered - the land is ours to go in and possess.  And 

like Israel of old, we have gone in - but we have only taken a portion of what Christ bought for us.  Paul, in 

one of his New Testament letters, says that we are co-workers together with him. 

 

This is a very important concept for you and I to get our minds and hearts around.  It brings together the 

sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man.  At many different places in the word of God, and in our 

own experience and walk with Him, we are going to be brought face to face with these two seemingly 

irreconcilable facts:  God is sovereign.  We are responsible.  We saw it in the life of Joseph and in the case 

of the Pharaoh of the Exodus.  It dominates the 9th chapter of the Book of Romans.  It was highlighted in 

the lives of Jacob and Esau.  And it is here in the work that God did for Israel and the choices they had to 

make for themselves.  Friends, God has made every provision for us.  He has done the work, but we must 

choose - daily - to possess what He has already given us.  This tension - what some theologians have chosen 

to call an ‘antimony’ - (two seemingly contradictory things which do come together at some point beyond 
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our ability to reason or understand) - this tension is one with which we must live, trusting God to do the 

work for us, and at the same time, exercising ourselves constantly in godliness, as we cooperate with what 

He has already done.  I cannot pretend to tell you that I completely understand the dynamics involved in this 

great mystery of our faith, but I do understand that God is sovereign, and I do understand that I am 

responsible to make choices and act in obedience to his Word. 

 

The cities of refuge, which were anticipated and explained in Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, finally 

come into being in the 20th chapter of Joshua.  There were six of them - Kedesh in Galilee of the north; 

Shechem in the center; and Hebron in the south.  On the other side of the Jordan there was Bezer in the 

territory of Reuben; Ramoth in Gilead; and Golan in Bashan.  The only significance that I can attach to the 

particular locations chosen is the obvious fact that they were scattered throughout the land so that they 

would be accessible to all.  No one was very far from a city of refuge, from the safety of these places, should 

he or she need to flee there. 

 

The very existence of these cities alerts us to a number of things about Israel.  First, it shows us how 

precious Israel and her God considered a human life to be.  All the way back in the Book of Genesis, it was 

explained to us by God that because man is made in the image of God, the penalty for murder is death.  

That, you will remember, was part of God's covenant with Noah.  “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man 

shall his blood be shed” (Genesis 9:6).  Capital punishment, about which we spend so much energy and 

emotion debating, was a divinely sanctioned thing. 

 

Now the burden of executing the sentence against a murderer seems to have fallen, from earliest days 

onward, upon the nearest relative of a victim - in fact, upon the closest male relative who is designated in 

our text as the “avenger of blood.”  That is a very ominous-sounding term, and the responsibility it carries 

was ominous indeed.  For the perpetrator of intentional murder, there could never be rest or safety, from the 

time of the crime until the day of his death.  Always, he must run, knowing that somewhere out there, the 

avenger of blood was seeking justice and retribution.  For intentional murder, just as for the larger category 

of intentional sin, as we saw in the Books of Leviticus and Numbers, there was no provision for forgiveness 

or pardon.  But if it was not murder, but manslaughter, an unpremeditated, accidental taking of human life, 

then the city of refuge became the haven.  As quickly as possible, the offending party must get themselves to 

the gate of the nearest city of refuge.  No admission could be given until he had convinced the elders of the 

city of the innocence of his cause.  If he could not make a compelling case for his innocence, he would not 

be admitted.  But if he succeeded, he could stay in the city with no fear of vengeance.  He could not leave, 

however, without incurring all of his former liability, until the death of the high priest serving when the 

incident occurred.  His home and fields, his family (unless they came with him,) his employment - all of 

these things were left behind.  The value of human life was thus established in Israel.  Though the one guilty 

of manslaughter might continue to live, he was paying a high price for his folly or carelessness.  The 

murderer's life was forfeit, and the very existence of the cities kept the society from falling into a state of 

anarchy over perpetual Hatfield and McCoy-like blood feuds. 

 

It is probably worth noting that the person designated to be the avenger of blood would also have other 

familial responsibilities.  This same individual would, under different circumstances, become the “kinsman 

redeemer” of a family unit.  We'll have a lot more contact with that concept when we read the wonderful 

little Book of Ruth.  For now, we will be content to note that when poverty obliged a man to dispose of his 

property, the “go-el”, the nearest of his kin, was bound to intervene and “redeem” the property. 

 

I am not sure when this practice of the avenging of blood fell into disuse among the Israelites.  Certainly 

there is no evidence of it in New Testament times.  No keen desire for revenge is found in its pages, though 
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there certainly is an allusion to it in the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus says, “You have heard it said 'an 

eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’, But I say unto you, do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes 

you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matthew 5:38-39). 

 

The last thing I want to note about the cities of refuge is just that, as far as we can tell, they got very little 

use!  In all of the Bible history at our disposal, I am not aware of one single instance of a person fleeing to 

the city of refuge for protection!  I am sure that it happened, but it must not have been a very common thing. 

 Perhaps the very existence of the cities helped to keep the crimes from happening.   

 

You may remember (if your memory is very good indeed,) that all the way back in the Book of Genesis - in 

Jacob's time - a curse was placed upon two of his sons - Simeon and Levi.  It was their idea to avenge the 

rape of Dinah by murdering all of the men of Shechem under the cloak of a treaty of friendship.  While the 

men of that city were recuperating from the wounds inflicted upon them by the rite of circumcision, Simeon 

and Levi attacked and slaughtered them all.  When Jacob lay dying, he cursed these two saying, “Their 

swords are weapons of violence...cursed be their anger so fierce and their fury so cruel.  I will scatter them 

in Jacob and disperse them in Israel.”  It is fascinating to see how Jacob's words came true in the allotments 

given out by Joshua.  Simeon was settled at the extreme south of all the tribes, toward the Negev, the desert, 

between Judah and Philistia.  This tribe became more and more nomadic and finally faded out of existence 

altogether as an identifiable entity. In the case of Levi, the curse was transformed into a blessing, because of 

Levi's reaction in rallying to Moses at Mt. Sinai when Israel rebelled against God, but Levi proclaimed itself 

loyal to Jehovah!  Phinehas, also, who took such decisive action on behalf of Jehovah in the matter of Baal 

Peor, was also a Levite.  Jacob's curse was still fulfilled, but God in His sovereignty turned it into a blessing, 

as Levi was “scattered” among all the people of Israel in special priestly cities, (six of which were the cities 

of refuge).  The Levites became God's ministers to the rest of the nation. 

 

What an exciting thing it is to realize, that, as we live our lives and line them up with His purposes and His 

will, God will turn curses into blessings even for us.  That is the great truth of Romans 8:28 which says, 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who have been called 

according to his purpose.”  “All things” even includes overturning curses and making them into blessings!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 25, DAY 3              JOSHUA 22 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Joshua chapter 22.  We are very close now to the end 

of the Book.  There are, after today, only two chapters left to tell us about the death of Joshua. The passage 

you read today recounted for us the end of the wars of conquest, terminated officially by the demobilization 

of the army, and the release of the troops for the two-and-a-half tribes who had chosen to settle their 

families on the other side of the Jordan. 

 

The account of the dismissal of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half-tribe of Manasseh is more than 

interesting to us this morning, because it contains several items of interest and some important lessons for us 

as well.  First, I want to draw your attention to the fact that for a long time - probably about seven years - 

these soldiers had fought and served without complaint along side their brothers.  Seven years is a long time 

to be almost continuously absent from home and family, but there is no record anywhere in the book of 

Joshua of any rebellion or murmuring among these troops.  I am pointing this out because I think that it 
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would be possible, in light of the several references we have noted in the Book of Joshua, to conclude that 

because the Israelites (except for Caleb) did not completely drive out the Canaanites, that somehow they 

were a very disobedient and slack people.  I think that perhaps we are tempted to think that way because the 

generation before them and, (as we shall soon enough see), the generation after them were both slack and 

disobedient.  But we need to realize that the Israelites of Joshua's generation - despite the fact that they did 

not completely drive out the enemy - were devout, obedient, non-complaining, persevering, loyal followers 

of God.  The whole Book of Joshua does not contain even one incident of large-scale rebellion against the 

Lord.  (Compare that to the books of Exodus and Numbers.)  These were godly people, and they 

accomplished - because of their faith - enormous things for God, and experienced - because of their 

obedience - wonderful blessing from His hand.  In fact, this might be the single most godly group of people 

we meet anywhere in the Word of God.  They weren't perfect - they didn't obey completely - but they were a 

people hungry for God.  That characteristic evidences itself at least three times in the passage we read today. 

 We find it first in the commendation Joshua gave the two-and-a-half tribes at their departure.  “You have 

done all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded and you have obeyed me in everything I 

commanded.  For a very long time now you have not deserted your brothers but have carried out the 

mission the Lord your God gave you.”  What a commendation!  I am praying that God will be able to say 

similar things some day about us. 

 

The next indication of the kind of people we are dealing with here, is seen in the action taken by the two-

and-one-half tribes, in building the altar on the border of Canaan to memorialize their oneness with the other 

tribes, and their commitment to worship and serve the Lord.  If I had been absent from my land and family 

and personal business for seven years, I'm not sure that I would have thought it a prudent idea to stop and 

build an imposing monument on my way home.  I think I would be in too great a hurry - like one of the nine 

lepers that Jesus cleansed, who were grateful, but not grateful enough to return to say thank you when there 

were so many urgent things to do. 

 

Now many of the Bible teachers and commentators who write about this passage of Scripture, seem to think 

that what the two-and-a-half tribes did here was very wrong.  Because God did not specifically tell them to 

build this altar, it seems to them that, with all of the best intentions, Israel did the wrong thing.  I am inclined 

rather strongly to disagree with that view for one very simple reason.  The text nowhere supports it.  The 

Bible nowhere says that God was displeased with what they had done, and though the initial response of the 

other tribes was initially one of horror at what they took to be sacrilege and rebellion, when they fully 

understand why the two-and-a-half tribes had acted in this way, there were no admonitions, warnings or 

rebukes at all, only unqualified relief and acceptance.  And the altar, which was never meant for burnt 

offerings, (which could only be offered after the prescribed order at the Tabernacle,) is left standing.  If, 

after all was understood, the elders of Israel, or Joshua, or God Himself, had any problems with what the 

eastern tribes had done, it would have been disassembled posthaste!  These people wanted to build a 

monument to remember what God had done, and to declare for future generations their solidarity with 

Israel. 

 

Ironically, the third indicator of the high level of spirituality in the nation of Israel at this time was to be 

found in the adverse and immediate reaction of the other nine-and-a-half tribes, when they discovered that 

their compatriots had built what seemed to them an unauthorized and rebellious altar by the river.  They had 

just demobilized after 47 years of military discipline and life and, because they believed that the honor of 

the Lord was at stake, they immediately sounded the alarm, formed marching ranks and struck out to fight 

yet another battle.  There was no difficulty at all in raising a national alarm and fielding an army, just to 

avenge a slight against the honor of God.  We haven't been at war for seven years and we haven't sacrificed 

the comforts of a pleasant home and life for all of our lives.  We haven't been called upon to do much of 
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anything, but when God's honor is impugned in our presence and society, when He is mocked and ridiculed 

and slandered in our very presence, we are not often seen as being ready to jealously defend His honor and 

glory.  These people were jealous (our modern word would be “zealous”) for God.  They cared about 

standing up for His name and for His honor.  We could learn a lot from them. 

 

The next lesson that I believe we can glean from the misunderstanding that developed over the altar of 

memorial which the two-and-a-half tribes built at Geliloth (which, by the way, the translators of the 

Septuagint believed to be Gilgal, but which more likely was a site east of Shiloh along the Jordan River), 

has to do with the ease with which misunderstandings and divisions are created within the body of Christ.  

When the word got out that the altar had been built at Geliloth, the Israelites whose inheritance was west of 

the Jordan River immediately jumped to the conclusion that their brothers were setting up a separate and 

novel system of worship, dishonoring God, and creating schism in the religion of Israel.  They didn't send 

messengers to inquire about what was really happening.  They published the news that the two-and-a-half 

tribes had rebelled, and they marched immediately to confront and do battle.  Fortunately, an opportunity for 

the eastern tribes to explain their actions was given.  But how close they came to an unnecessary conflict, 

that would have made enemies out of brothers, for generations to come. 

 

I believe that down through the centuries, more often than we would like to believe, conflicts have arisen 

between honest, God-fearing Christians - conflicts which could and should have been avoided, if only they 

would have taken the opportunity to talk to one another and clarify what was really intended.  Phinehas, the 

new high priest, (he was Eleazar's son) was very nearly guilty of judging on the basis of appearance, without 

investigating the true facts, or inquiring about the real motives of the eastern tribes' actions.  There is a 

lesson there, I am sure, for us. 

 

Now this last thing that I want for us to see about chapter 22 relates to the instructions Joshua gave to the 

two-and-a-half tribes at the point at which they departed for their homes.  He tells them that basically they 

are to do five things.   

 

1) Keep the commandments and the law.  How important it is for us as Christians to focus our lives on 

obeying the Commandments and the Word of God. 

 

2) He tells them to love the Lord.  We are going to see this again tomorrow.  How important and how basic 

this simple command is.  If only we will love the Lord, that will be enough. 

 

3) They were to walk in all His ways.   

 

4) They were to obey all His commands. 

 

5) Hold fast to Him and serve Him.   

 

Really, all these commands boil down to just three simple words - obey, love, and serve.  Those are three 

very, very significant words for the life of any who would seek to follow God.  Obey, love, serve: I leave 

you with those three words this morning. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 25, DAY 4              JOSHUA 23 and 24 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Joshua 23 and 24 and finished the book of Joshua. 

 

I am very sure that you noted right away that the Book of Joshua ends at virtually the same place that it 

begins.  Did you hear what the old man said to the nation of Israel assembled before Him?  “Be very strong. 

 Be careful to obey all that is written in the book of the Law of Moses without turning aside to the right or to 

the left.”  That sounds familiar, doesn't it?  It sounds just like what God said to Joshua in chapter 1 as he was 

assuming the responsibility of leading the nation of Israel.  In fact, though the words are not exactly the 

same, the three things that God promised Joshua back in chapter 1 all make return appearances in chapter 

23.  A long time before, when Joshua stood before the Lord on the banks of the Jordan, it was the promise 

of the land, the plan recorded in the book, and the personal presence of God Himself that were emphasized.  

Those elements are all here. 

 

Joshua reminds them over and over again of what the Lord has done.  There is one expression in chapter 23 

that I love, and I want you to remember it, because it encapsulates a powerful principle of God's Word, and 

because we will have occasion to come back to it again as we move through the pages of the Old Testament 

and the history of the Christian church.  He reminds them that no one has been able to stand against Israel 

and he says, “One of you routs a thousand because the Lord your God fights for you.”  All through 

Scripture, this wonderful principle is demonstrated.  The life of Gideon proved it to be literally true, as did 

the experience of David and his mighty men.  Elisha knew it and counted upon it - he learned it from his 

mentor Elijah, who had seen it demonstrated so graphically on Mount Carmel.  Friends, when we stand on 

the Word and the promise of God, even if we stand completely alone, we need fear no enemy.  We are in 

control.  We will triumph. 

 

It is evident from this passage, that one thing does concern Joshua here, and it is the lingering presence of 

those other nations.  Seven times he mentions them, recalling the victories God has given over them, 

promising that God will push the remnants out of the land, and warning Israel of the consequences of 

mixing in with them and adopting their values and ways.  The great danger to Israel, and especially to the 

next generation who would not have lived through the conquest and experienced all the mighty acts of God 

in a personal way, was the danger of compromise with the world.  Unfortunately, as we will soon discover, 

Joshua's grave concerns were very well justified, as Israel became comfortable with less than everything that 

God had promised, allowing the Canaanites to stay on in the land.  Soon enough, the intermarrying began, 

the compromises started, and the slippery slope gave way to a fast downhill slide.  But it would not have had 

to happen that way!!  In fact, in chapter 23, Joshua gives us a three-fold formula to safeguard against 

spiritual backsliding.  This is so important to us this morning, because none of us is immune from this very 

same phenomenon of backsliding. 

 

The first antidote he mentions is the one to which we have already alluded, in calling to 

remembrance God's words to him back in chapter 1.  It is the antidote of obeying the Word of God.  

Focusing our lives on learning and obeying God's Word will always be a centerpiece in the strategy 

for spiritual success.  That's why our goal is to “know the word” - (and to do the word - for unless 

we obey it we cannot truly claim that we know it.) 

 

The second antidote to spiritual failure that Joshua mentions is separation.  Joshua actually says, 

“Do not associate with the nations that remain among you.”  Now we need to think carefully about 

this today, because we, like Israel, stand constantly in danger of backsliding, but we also have a 

calling that they did not have which complicates our task considerably.  Let's talk about this for a 
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moment or two.  Right from the Book of Genesis onward, there is a strong line of teaching that we 

cannot fail to note.  We might summarize it this way: spiritual purity, personal holiness, cannot 

easily be maintained in an atmosphere of corruption and defilement.  The surest way to despoil a 

holy people is to surround them with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, 

and then seduce them into compromising their purity.  It follows quite logically from that, if you 

want to stay focused upon God, it is of paramount importance to purge your environment of all 

those things which might become snares.  That is why God said to Abram in Ur, “Get thee out of 

thy country and out of thy father's house.”  That is why Joshua was so concerned about the lack of 

commitment among the Israelites to driving out the Canaanites.  If they were allowed to remain, 

sooner or later the seduction would take place, and Israel's purity would be gone.   

 

This principle carries right on through the New Testament.  Paul writes, “Come out from among 

them and be ye separate, says the Lord!”  And this is our calling, also, to keep ourselves unspotted 

from the world by separating ourselves from all of the influences that could pull us down and 

destroy us.  Peter says to “flee ungodly lusts.”  Now the easiest way to accomplish this separation 

would surely be to remove ourselves completely from any pagan people and influences - just as 

Israel was supposed to do - to retire to a splendid isolation, to learn of God, and enjoy our 

fellowship with Him and with one another.  This is exactly the path taken by the monastic 

movement of the Middle Ages, and by some other groups of our own time, like the Amish.  That 

might even be the best way for us to deal with this issue, except that the New Testament gives us 

another responsibility that Israel did not have - that of evangelization.  It is our calling to be the 

ministers of God's grace, reaching out in love with the gospel of Christ, preaching, healing, loving 

and redeeming.  The model we have been given is that of our Lord Christ Himself, and the method 

is that of the incarnation.  We are to change the world by living out His love in the midst of it.  That 

is why, in John 17, Jesus prayed that we would be, “in the world without being of the world.”  It 

would then appear that the option of monastic or communal withdrawal is simply not open to us.  

We cannot influence our society for Christ by withdrawing from it.  But we cannot influence our 

society for Christ by compromising with it either.  So we are left with an uncomfortable tension.  

We have to maintain our personal and corporate purity by separating ourselves from the value 

system and sinful practices of the world, while at the same time maintaining personal relationships 

with the people that God wants to reach through us.  It was easier for Israel to stay pure but it is no 

less important for us! 

 

The third great safeguard against apostasy is the greatest of all.  It is this: “Be very careful to love 

the Lord your God.”  Failure to obey, failure to maintain standards of separation, are most often 

symptoms of a more basic failure -- the failure to really love the Savior.  That's why three times 

there on the shore of the Sea of Galilee Jesus said, “Peter, do you love me?”  The most important 

commandment of all - Jesus said it - is to love the Lord our God with all our heart and soul and 

mind.  That is the basis of everything else! 

 

Joshua warned his people that if they failed in these things, apostasy would follow and it would bring its 

own set of consequences.  The first consequence of apostasy according to Joshua is defeat.  “The Lord your 

God will no longer drive out the nations before you.”  Next he said that backsliding would bring great 

discomfort as the nations would then become “Snares and traps before you - whips on your back and thorns 

in your eyes.”  Finally, backsliding will bring disgrace and later ruin as the “Lord will bring on you all the 

evil He has threatened until He has destroyed you from this good land He has given you.” 

 

The Book of Joshua ends with Israel, under the leadership of Joshua, renewing the covenant at Shechem.  
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Speaking in the name of and on behalf of God, Joshua rehearses the dealings of God on their behalf.  Allow 

me to make just a few observations.  The most interesting and sobering thing about chapter 24 is the fact 

that the avowals of the children of Israel, that they will serve the Lord, are met by a simple and disturbing 

statement of fact on the part of Joshua - “You are not able to serve the Lord your God.”  But it is true - and 

it’s just as true for us as it was for them.  If we, like Israel, attempt to keep God's covenant laws in our own 

strength, we will fail just as badly as they did!  By the power of the indwelling spirit of Christ, however, we, 

like Paul, can say, “It is no longer I that lives but Christ who lives in me.” 

 

The second thing that we know is that choosing to follow God is not a one-time decision.  Israel had 

declared their loyalty to God many times before.  Choosing to obey God is a daily decision.  We need each 

day to cry out with Joshua, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 25, DAY 5                PSALM 78 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Psalm 78 and became acquainted with the way in 

which the Israelites, in much later times, used and responded to the historical portions of the first part of the 

Old Testament.  Psalm 78 is a Psalm of instruction, a song designed to warn the people of God against 

repeating the sins of the past, while reminding them of God's mighty actions on their behalf and of His 

wonderful grace.  It is one of three historical Psalms, along with Psalm 105 and 106, which recount the 

history of Israel, focusing especially on the departure from Egypt and the entrance into the Promised Land.  

(We have already read Psalm 105 and we will read Psalm 106 later.) 

 

Asaph, the writer of this Psalm, tells the story of God's dealing with Israel, paying special attention to two 

specific themes:  The first theme is the sins of Israel.  Here are the things he mentions:   

 

1) They refused to walk in His law.  The specific referent in verse 10 is probably the rebelliousness 

of the Northern Kingdom, which is often referred to as ‘Ephraim’ because that came to be the 

dominant tribe in the north.  If so, it is talking about sins committed after the kingdom split in the 

days of Solomon's son Rehoboam and one of his officials, Jeroboam.  What the Psalmist wants us to 

realize, however, is that the pattern of rebellion against God has very deep roots in the history of the 

nation, especially from the time of Moses onward.   

 

2) They forgot his works (verse 11).  Once again the primary referent here is Israel at a much later 

date.  But the Psalmist, in saying this, is helping us to understand that one of the primary values of 

history is to keep the mighty acts of God in redeeming His people fresh before each new generation. 

 If we study the past - if we learn about what God did long ago - it may be possible for us to learn 

enough about Him to greatly strengthen our faith for the present. 

 

My friends, one of the reasons all of the ancient history of Israel is so crucial for us today is because 

it can teach us so much about our changeless God, and can strengthen our hands for present (and 

future) trials!  I want so much for each one of you to develop a thorough acquaintance with the 

mighty acts of God in redemption history.  I crave that for you because I know what it will do for 

the church in the present.  And when you have acquired a good understanding of God's mighty acts 

in Biblical history, I want you as Christians to begin to read, and listen to, and watch materials 
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dealing with church history.  If you know what God has done in and through the people of the past - 

the Biblical characters like Joshua, Moses and David, Paul, Peter and John; people in the history of 

the church like Polycarp, Augustine, the Waldensians and the Lollards, and Tyndale; by the hand of 

the reformers and so many, many others - then it helps to greatly strengthen your faith for the task 

of living today.   

 

3) The Psalmist says the Israelites spoke against Him saying, “Can God spread a table in the 

desert?” (verse 19) 

 

4) They didn't trust His salvation, His redemption, His deliverance (verse 22).   

 

5) They lied to Him, they flattered Him with their mouths and lied with their tongues (verse 36). 

 

6) The Psalmist says they grieved Him (verse 40).  (What an understatement that is, describing the 

children of Israel during the wilderness period.)  

 

7) They limited Him (verse 41).  (And oh, how often we are guilty of doing precisely that, of not 

believing that God is big enough to do what He says He will do, and so settling with so much less 

than what He purposes for us.)   

 

8) Finally they worshipped graven images.  Idolatry certainly takes a much different form in the 

church of Jesus Christ today but it is no less present than it was in Old Testament days (verse 58). 

 

The preoccupation with the sins of Israel committed so long ago is not an unprofitable exercise of dredging 

up things that are better left alone.  It is a valuable exercise - indeed, an urgent one, because looking at the 

sins of the past may help us to recognize more easily the same sinful tendencies in ourselves - and in 

recognizing them, to avoid them, or at least to repent of the same things in our life. A great man of the 20th 

century once remarked that if we remain ignorant of the past then we are by that ignorance destined to 

repeat it. 

 

The other key theme of Psalm 78, and indeed of all the historical Psalms, is the grace of God as 

demonstrated in His mighty acts of redemption. So in Psalm 78 there is a long litany of God's faithful 

actions:   

 

1) Verse 13 - He divided the sea.  

 

2) Verse 14 - He led them with cloud by day and fire by night.  

 

3) Verse 15 - He gave them water out of rocks.  

 

4) Verse 24 - He rained down manna for them - all of these things of course referring to Israel's 

experience in the Exodus.  

 

5) Verse 38 - He was full of compassion and therefore forgave their iniquity.  The Psalmist might have 

said ‘over and over and over and over again.’  

 

6) Verse 43 - He wrought signs for them in Egypt.  

 



12 
 

7) Verse 54 - He brought them into the Promised Land.  

 

8) Verse 55 - He cast out the heathen before them.  

 

9) Verses 70-71 - He chose David to lead them - one of the things that Psalm 78 is seeking to do is to 

connect David and the leadership that God gave to him with Moses and Aaron and their divinely 

granted leadership.  (If you look back and read Psalm 77, you will pick that theme up loudly and 

clearly.)   

 

10) Verse 72 - God fed them.  All those things are but a mere sampling of what God has done for Israel. 

 If we become acquainted with His actions toward men, then we will be more likely to trust Him 

and respond magnificently, in faith, to the urgent needs that we are facing. 

 

With these thoughts firmly planted in our minds, let me simply review with you the chief characters, events 

and principles we encountered together in our trip through the Book of Joshua. 

 

The cast of characters is really rather short:   

 

The principle people we meet are, of course, Joshua the son of Nun, who is concerned with everything that 

happens in this Book because he is the leader of Israel, the one that God appointed to take the place of 

Moses, and by the grace of God, he did it magnificently.   

 

There is Caleb the son of Jephunneh, Joshua's colleague from the time of the spy trip recorded for us back in 

the Book of Numbers.  Caleb's name does not often appear in the Book of Joshua, but when it does, it is 

with great honor and accolade.  This man of faith distinguished himself greatly in the work of the Lord.  He 

is the only one of whom we are told: “He wholly followed the Lord His God.”  Caleb figures principally in 

chapter 14. 

 

There is Rahab, whose story is recounted for us in Chapter 2.  A miniature, if you will, of our own story and 

experience, as she is selected by the wonderful, redeeming, sovereign love of God, and she and her family, 

because of her response in faith, are saved from the destruction at the city of Jericho. 

 

In chapter 5 there is that mysterious figure who is called the commander of the Lord's army.  In all 

probability, he is none other than Jesus Christ Himself, and what we have here is a ‘Christophany,’ a pre-

incarnate appearance of Christ.   

 

In chapter 7, we met Achan, not our favorite character from the Book of Joshua, but an important one 

nonetheless - Achan, the man who sinned and whose sin cost Israel so dearly in the defeat at Ai. 

 

In chapter 10 we briefly met Adoni-Zedek, the king of Jerusalem, who organized the southern confederation 

of kings that came against Israel.  His importance for us is chiefly related to the fact that he was the king of 

the city of Jerusalem and forms a kind of counterpoint to the character of Melchizedek, who we met in the 

Book of Genesis.  Melchizedek means ‘King of righteousness’, Adoni-Zedek means ‘Lord of 

righteousness.’   

At the very end of the Book we meet Phinehas, who is the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron.  The high 

priestly position was a heredity one, and Phinehas, at the conclusion of Joshua's ministry, takes up the 

responsibility passed on to him by his father. 
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There are number of important events in the Book of Joshua:   

 

There were three magnificent Miracles: 

 

In chapter 3, we read about the miracle of the parting of the Jordan River so that Joshua could lead 

the people, even as Moses had done once before, to the other side on dry ground.  

 

In chapter 6, the miracle at Jericho, as the walls of Jericho fall outward at the blast of the trumpet 

and allow the children of Israel to march in and take possession of that city in the name of Jehovah.  

 

In chapter 10, the great miracle at Gibeon, when Joshua said before the people of Israel and before 

the Lord, “Oh, Lord, make the sun stand still at Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.  There 

has never been a day like it before or since, a day when God listened to a man.  Surely the Lord was 

fighting for Israel.”  Those are the prominent miracles of the Book. 

 

The Battles -- there are four that we need to remember:  

 

The battle that took place at Jericho (chapter 6) 

 

The battle that took place at Ai (chapters 7-8) 

 

The battle at Gibeon, when the sun stood still (chapter 10,) and Joshua and the people gained 

ascendancy over the kings of the southern confederacy 

 

And the battle of Merom, recorded in chapter 11, when the iron chariots of the northern kings failed 

against the God of Israel.   

 

There are a number of religious ceremonies recorded in the book of Joshua – we need to remember them:   

 

First, the establishment of the two stone monuments at the Jordan River in chapter 4, meant to be a 

sign to the children and the children's children who will ask, “What do these stones mean?”  Then 

the story of the Exodus and of the entrance into the Promised Land can be told. 

 

In chapter 5, there is the religious ceremony involving the rite of circumcision at Gilgal - the people 

of Israel, understanding that they could not march under the banner of the Lord until they wore 

upon their bodies the mark of the Lord.  It was after that circumcision that the manna ceased and the 

children of Israel were able to celebrate the first Passover in 40 years.  

 

In chapter 8, after they have conquered Jericho and Ai and reached the top of the central plateau, 

they march immediately to Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, and Joshua reads to them the Law of 

God.  They hear the blessing from Gerizim, they hear the cursing from Ebal, and they covenant 

themselves to follow the Lord wholly. 

 

In chapter 18, there is the establishment of the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle at Shiloh, where it 

will remain for many, many years, until the time of Samuel, there in the center of the nation, just at 

it had always been in the center of the camp. 

 

In chapter 22, the eastern tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh, build an altar by the 
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shore of the Jordan at Geliloth, an altar meant to remind them of their devotion to the Lord God of 

Israel and of their solidarity with the tribes on the western bank of the Jordan. 

 

And finally, at Shechem in chapter 24, there is the renewal of the covenant, as the aged Joshua 

prepares to make his departure, and the people of Israel swear once again that they will serve the 

Lord.  Joshua warns them there that they are not able to serve the Lord, but nonetheless that is the 

commitment they make and to which they bind themselves and their children. 

 

I trust that our tour through the Book of Joshua has been a profitable one for you and that it will make a 

difference in your walk and your life with Christ. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


