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WEEK 24, DAY 1               JOSHUA 6 and 7 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 24 of Know the Word.  Today you read Joshua 

6 and 7.  We read about a wonderful victory and a terrible defeat and I hope we noted some pretty important 

spiritual principles. 

 

Now you need to know that Jericho was not a very large city.  It was, however, very well fortified and very 

strategically placed.  After crossing the Jordan River into the Promised Land, Joshua and his people had to 

climb to the top of a steep ridge to be able to gain control of the country.  Guarding the bottom of the natural 

ascent to the central highlands was the city of Jericho.  Even in Joshua's day, it was a very old city.  

Archaeologists claim to have uncovered at least two dozen separate periods of occupation on the same site, 

covering many thousands of years.  In fact, it may be the oldest known archaeological site.  At least five 

different archaeological teams have worked on the site of Jericho.  Unfortunately the two most significant 

team leaders, John Garstang, whose work dates to the early 1930's, and Kathleen Kenyon, who did her work 

about 20 years later, came to different conclusions about what was discovered.   

 

What Garstang uncovered was a city with not one, but two walls.  They were each 30' high and they ran 

parallel, circling the city, with a 15' space between them.  They were made of sun-dried bricks about four 

inches high, with lengths varying from one to two feet.  The inner wall was about 12 feet thick and the outer 

wall was about six feet thick.  The two walls were tied together at regular intervals by small connecting 

walls.  There were some houses built on top of the inner wall, just as the Biblical account records Rahab's 

house was on top of the wall.  The city that Garstang uncovered showed signs of violent destruction.  It had 

been burned, and, significantly, the walls had fallen outward, down the slope, with the inner wall collapsing 

into the space between the two walls.  John Garstang's dating of the city he uncovered was 1400 BC to 1377 

BC - he believed he had uncovered the Biblical Jericho.   

 

Kathleen Kenyon, however, believed that Garstang was actually excavating an early bronze-age city, dating 

to approximately a thousand years before Joshua's time.  She too found some artifacts that were datable on 

her scheme to Joshua's day, but most of her work was upon deeper layers of the mound, dating to a time 

much earlier than the Biblical time.  In any case, we know that the Biblical account, which identifies Jericho 

as a formidable and geographically significant stronghold, is certainly accurate. 

 

The Book of Hebrews, you know, says that the Promised Land is a kind of object lesson for us, (a type of 

the experiences of each and every Christian).  Like Israel of old, we have been called to rise up by faith and 

enter into our promised “rest.”  Since that type is established for us by the New Testament, it is fair for us to 

make a spiritual application with regard to the city of Jericho.  I believe that there are some obstacles in the 

form of well-fortified barriers that squarely block the paths to spiritual maturity in every single one of our 

lives.  To reach the highland plateau from which the land of Canaan could be occupied, Israel had to deal 

with Jericho - and to reach the plateau of spiritual maturity in our lives, those strongly fortified strongholds 

also have to be pulled down.   

 

May I ask you to stop here for a moment and identify the ‘Jericho’ that is blocking your path to Christian 

maturity?  In some of our lives, it is a particular sin that has such a grip on us that we cannot seem to break 

its power.  In other lives, it is an inability to forgive someone who hurt us very badly.  In another life, it is an 

experience that badly scarred us, or an influence that we cannot evict from our daily experience.  Joshua and 

his people won a decisive victory at Jericho by fully trusting God.  Those 30' high walls came crashing 

down because Israel exercised faith.  I want for us to be encouraged this morning to understand that it can be 

just the same for us!! 
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Every single Sunday School child has heard the story of the battle of Jericho, and virtually everyone knows 

the words to the old African-American spiritual, “Joshua fought the battle of Jericho...and the walls came a-

tumbling down.”  But have you ever stopped to think about why God gave such a strange battle plan to His 

people?  It emphasizes at least three things of importance to us today: 

 

First, it highlights the importance of faith - the ability, the determination to trust in the Word of God 

even in the face of external evidence that shouts, ‘This is foolish.  You are going to fail!’  Faith is 

trusting the promise of God, as opposed to the efforts of your own mind and strength.  It was 

incredibly important that right from the very beginning of their experience in the Promised Land, 

Israel should know that this land would be possessed and won by faith in the promises of God - 

NOT taken by human effort and intelligence.  Again, we may turn to the Book of Hebrews for a 

divine commentary on our text: (Hebrews 11:30-31) - “By faith the walls of Jericho fell after the 

people had marched around them for seven days.  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 

welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.” 

 

Once again the parallel to our Christian experience is immediately obvious.  The ‘Jericho’ in my 

life and yours is not going to ever be conquered by our human efforts.  The walls are just too high 

and too thick.  It will come down, however if we pick up the mighty weapon of faith. Trust the 

promises of God and He will pull down the mightiest stronghold, like it was nothing at all.  The old 

hymn is really true, you know - “Faith is the victory that overcomes the world.”  Can you imagine 

how silly God's battle plan for Jericho must have sounded to Joshua and his people?  “March 

around the walls of the city one time in complete silence for six days.  Then on day seven do it 

seven times and on completion of the last circuit blow the horns and shout!!”  What a plan! Not 

only did it sound foolish, from a military point of view it was foolish - a good plan would involve a 

siege or an assault on the wall.  This plan was just absurd.  But God was saying to Israel, ‘I'll do it - 

you don't have to - just trust Me!!’ 

 

The second thing that God's battle plan clearly emphasizes, is that the glory for all that is about to 

happen here belongs to God, and to God alone.  If there had been a siege or an assault on the walls, 

if a clever strategy to infiltrate the city by subterfuge or to have Rahab's family open the gates in the 

dead of night had been used, then surely the soldiers of Israel would have been tempted to take 

some of the credit for the victory.  ‘It was our wit,’ they might have said, or ‘our courage’ or ‘our 

determination that won the day.’  ‘God helped us, it is true, but we did a significant thing here.  We 

deserve some credit!!  Look what we did!’ But when the smoke had cleared, and the dust had settled 

at Jericho, all that Israel could possibly say was ‘Look at what God did for us’…‘All the glory 

belongs to Him.’  Israel did not win the battle.  God did.  I hope that you and I can remember and 

apply that truth to our lives as well. 

 

The last thing that the strange battle plan of attack at Jericho emphasizes is the importance of 

complete obedience.  Not one brick fell, not one crack appeared in those immense fortifications 

until after the seventh circuit on the seventh day!  Until that very instant nothing happened.  What a 

lesson there is in that!  Do you remember the story of the Syrian general named Naaman?  He came 

to God, through the prophet Elisha, to be healed of his leprosy.  God granted that request.  But the 

prescription for healing was an interesting one.  ‘Go bathe seven times in the Jordan River.’  The 

instructions offended Naaman's pride - he didn't want to do it - and after six immersions in the river 

he still had just as many leprous sores as when he began.  But after the seventh dip - after he had 

completely obeyed - he was healed. 
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Well I don't know what the ‘Jericho-like’ obstacle is in your path.  And God's battle plan for your life 

probably will not require silent marches or trumpet blasts.  But I'll bet it will have three salient features - it 

will be a plan that brings victory through faith - not human effort.  It will be designed to glorify God, not 

you - and you won't see many bricks falling until after you have completely obeyed the word of the Lord! 

 

One last detail about the Jericho story is worth noting here.  Joshua placed a prophetic curse, by the Spirit of 

God, on the place.  It's recorded in Joshua 6:26.  In about 1400 BC, Joshua prophesied that 1) someday 

someone would rebuild the city of Jericho; 2) that the builder’s oldest son would die when work on the city 

began; and 3) that the builder's youngest son would die when the work was completed.  In I Kings 16:34, we 

find out that about 500 years later a man named Hiel from Bethel rebuilt Jericho.  His oldest son Abiram 

died when the foundations were laid and his youngest son Segub died when he completed the gates! 

 

Our time is nearly gone and we have not even talked about the tragic story of Ai.  Let me just make two 

quick comments to get you thinking about the significance of chapter 7 to us:   

 

The first is that it would appear that Joshua did not consult with the Lord before sending a 

contingent of troops to deal with the small settlement at Ai.  If he had, he would have known about 

Achan's sin before the crushing defeat at Ai.  After the major obstacle at Jericho had fallen, my 

guess is that Joshua figured that Ai would be a piece of cake.  I can almost hear him musing, ‘This 

will be easy.  We can handle Ai.’  Whenever we neglect to consult God in making our plans, we are 

asking for disaster.  The Bible says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  But 

remember, Jesus also said in John 15, “Without me you can do nothing.” 

 

The second thing that is here is a “terrible” (in the right sense of that word) principle of Scripture.  

The sin of just one person can interrupt the flow of God's power and blessing to a whole 

congregation.  As far as we can tell, only Achan - of all the people of Israel - sinned against the ban 

on taking personal booty out of Jericho.  But for the sin of that one person, the whole nation paid a 

terrible price.  We have been praying for revival in the church and I can tell you quite honestly that I 

know why it hasn't yet come to us.  It is because there is sin in the camp, and the blessing of God is 

being withheld until that sin is dealt with.  Listen, there is one terrible lie that Satan has been telling 

all of us from the day of Eve right through to today.  He says, ‘Go ahead - break God's laws - even if 

it does become known it will only affect you.  No one else will be hurt by it...’ That is a fearful lie.  

I know Satan whispered it in Achan's ear.  He whispers it in my ear - it's a lie from the pit of hell.  

When I sin - every time I sin - I hurt the whole body of Christ - I keep God's power and His life 

from flowing to the entire church. 

 

“But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 24, DAY 2               JOSHUA 8 and 9 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Joshua 8 and 9 and there are a number of things to 

which I want to call your attention. 
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I suppose that the first thing that caught my attention today as I re-read these chapters is the severity of the 

Israelites in dealing with the inhabitants of Ai.  Just as in Jericho Israel left no survivors.  They killed them 

all - men, women, even the children!! - “Leaving them neither survivors nor fugitives.”  I know that we have 

already seen several other instances of this severity in dealing with the enemies of God and the enemies of 

Israel, but I must confess that every time we encounter it, it is hard for me. I don't like it.  I want Israel - I 

want God - to somehow emerge victorious without all of this blood.  I want the enemies of God to just go 

away (they don't) and I want the God of Israel to find a different way, to somehow pardon the evil doers and 

let them live - after all they were only defending their homes and their cities!  When I read these passages, I 

can almost understand why some Christians and theologians stay away from the Old Testament and say that 

the God of the New Testament is somehow different.  Okay - now that we have laid all of that out on the 

table - we need to deal with these thoughts and feelings, bringing (as Paul the Apostle teaches us to do) 

“every thought into captivity to the Word of God.” 

 

In grappling with all of these thoughts, the first thing that we need to understand is that God and the religion 

that He has revealed, are not conformable to our image; that is, we do not have the right to shape our 

concept of Him, or of the religion that He has revealed, so that it “fits” our ideas and makes us comfortable. 

 That is what many people try to do and it is a deadly, fatal error.  How many times have you heard someone 

say, ‘Well, My God is not like that...He wouldn't send people to hell just because they didn't believe in 

Jesus...” – or - “I prefer to think of God…” and then they go on to recreate Him after the image of their own 

imagination.  I will tell you right now that sometimes what the Bible tells me about God is not what I want 

to hear.  Sometimes what it teaches me about Him is not comforting or comfortable.  That doesn't make it 

not so.  It doesn't give me the option of changing it.   

 

I remember having a discussion in a Sunday School class in which many people were reacting very strongly 

against the statement that “God is angry with people who do not obey Him.”  It was okay, in their opinion, 

to say that He was “grieved.”  It was okay to say that He was “angry with their deeds,” but to say that God is 

 “angry with people” was not a comfortable idea.  It was too hard.  Well, you need to know that the Bible 

says, “God is angry with the wicked everyday.”  It says that God sent His son Jesus Christ to save us from 

His wrath, and, in fact, the New Testament spends at least as much time talking about God's wrath - His 

anger - as it does His love.  The first thing we must learn from this discussion is that even if we do not like 

what the Bible is telling us, we have to listen and we have to believe it.  Truth is what it is - not what we 

wish it to be. 

 

Then, of course, the second thing that we need to see is, as we have already said, that the wrath, or anger, of 

God is a very real thing.  We cannot ignore it or play it down.  God was angry with the Canaanite 

civilizations - so angry that He destroyed them.  Remember now, just as in the time of Noah, they were 

given a long period of time to repent of their evil - but they would not repent.  From the time of Abraham 

onward, God was patiently waiting - giving opportunity after opportunity for repentance - postponing 

judgment.  But finally the “cup of their iniquity” was full and God's wrath fell upon them. 

 

What an important lesson there is here for modern man who believes that God is not really going to punish 

sin.  He will just turn a blind eye to it all and in the end forgive all evil without punishing it - just because 

He is a God of love.  That is blind foolishness.  From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible proclaims His 

holiness and His just anger to be just as real, and just as much a part of the character of God, as His love and 

mercy.  You cannot pull them apart!  There is a very interesting verse in Ecclesiastes 8:11 which I may have 

shared with you before.  It says, “When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, the hearts of 

people are filled with schemes to do wrong.”  Romans 2:4 and 5 carries that same thought out, and shows 
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how God's patience in allowing time for repentance is nearly always misconstrued.  It says, “.... do you show 

contempt for the riches of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you 

toward repentance?  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up 

wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath when His righteous judgment will be revealed.”   

 

If God sent the flood in Noah's day, if fire and brimstone fell on Sodom and Gomorrah, if no one was 

permitted to escape His wrath at Jericho and Ai (except for Rahab and her family - the trophies of grace,) 

then why do people think that He will wink at the sin and corruption in their lives?  There is a way of 

escaping His wrath - it is through Jesus Christ who already took the fury of God's anger upon Himself and 

has offered to be our substitute - but apart from that one way of escape, there is no other way.  God's wrath 

is real.  It was at Ai and it is today. 

 

There is still more to say about this subject.  I think too, that it teaches us, quite clearly, that the struggle 

between good and evil, between God and Satan, between the people of God and the enemies of God is, in 

truth, a struggle to the death.  The enemies of God and the enemies of His people (and they are always one 

and the same) are not simply going to pack up and vacate the territory, just because God's children have 

arrived to occupy it.  There is going to be a fight.  We need to expect it and we need to be ready for it.  Just 

as God called Israel to occupy the land of promise, so He has called upon us to reclaim some of His territory 

and property that have for a long time lain under the domination of the enemy.  Whenever we move out to 

lay claim to that territory, we need to know that there is going to be a struggle - a struggle to the death.  

Satan, and those who are His underlings, will not easily let loose of anything that they are holding against 

God and His people.  There is going to be a fight.  The outcome need never be in jeopardy, but there is 

going to be a fight. 

 

Let me say one last thing before we move on to another topic.  Because we don't like to fight - and if you are 

at all like me you'll do almost anything to avoid a fight, even with sin - we are often tempted to compromise. 

 But in the battle for the Promised Land, compromise is always a deadly thing and it always comes back to 

“bite” you.  Israel, quite unwittingly, compromised with Gibeon, because of the deception perpetrated by the 

Gibeonites, (who deceived Joshua and his people with their travel-worn disguises,) that they were from far 

away.  Israel made a treaty that allowed Gibeon to live and stay among the people of God.  From that day 

onward (keep your eyes open as we read through the rest of the Old Testament) Gibeon was a “thorn” in 

Israel's flesh - a stumbling block - and a constant reminder that you cannot compromise with evil.  In your 

life, in your family, in the church, we do not dare to compromise ever with evil.  It may seem harsh in this 

society to tell someone, ‘I'm sorry but divorce on demand is still against God's law’ or ‘it doesn't matter 

what society says, homosexuality is not an acceptable lifestyle according to God.’  That may not be 

politically correct, but it is Biblical and it is truth. 

 

The subject of Gibeon's deception is an interesting one.  These wily people really pulled the wool over 

Joshua's eyes with their clever disguise, and the story of a long, arduous journey from a distant land.  What a 

great reminder to us that things are not always what they seem to be.  Did you notice verse 14 of chapter 9?  

It says, “The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord.”  What a revealing 

comment.  That is twice now in the space of just a few days that Israel has gotten into big trouble by simply 

relying upon their own judgment to make important decisions.  It happened at Ai when, without consulting 

with the Lord, the spies developed a battle plan that looked good, but quickly turned out to be a disastrous 

one, because they did not know about the sin of Achan.  They couldn't know about that, but God did know, 

and He could have revealed it to them before the rout, if only they had stopped to check their plan with Him. 

 Now here, with reference to Gibeon, they looked at the old clothes.  They tasted the stale provisions, and on 

the basis of what they could see and smell and taste, they decided - without stopping to ask the Lord.  How 
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much the children of Israel are just like me!! 

 

Did you notice though that the promise of Israel - even when it is discovered that it was given under false 

pretenses - is inviolable.  It is extremely interesting to me that Israel, when they found out about the 

deception, did not even think about breaking the oath.  I would have!  I would have been screaming about 

false terms and dishonorable oaths - “bad faith” - “deception” - would have been words I was using.  I 

would have quickly proclaimed that treaty null and void.  But because the Israelites had taken an oath before 

God, Israel honored the word even when it was given under deception.  That's how important your word is.  

The godly thing is to honor it even when it hurts.  The Psalmist says, “Blessed is the man who swears to his 

own hurt and then keeps his word.” 

 

Well, we have not had the time today to talk about Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim - we'll do that when we 

come back to cover the Book of Deuteronomy - that is a part at least of what Joshua read that day on Mount 

Gerizim and Mount Ebal in the presence of Israel.  Suffice it to notice right here, that in the midst of a 

military campaign - at the first possible opportunity - Joshua took time out to worship God, and to 

acknowledge their relationship to and their dependence upon Him.  For God's people, worship is always a 

top priority item. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 24, DAY 3            JOSHUA 10 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read one of the most incredible chapters in the entire 

Word of God - Joshua chapter 10.  Every single time I read this chapter, I am absolutely awestruck by two 

amazing things.  The first, of course, is the awesome power of the God of all creation, who can simply stop 

the sun from going down for about a 24-hour period.  If ever there was a passage of Scripture which 

demonstrates the omnipotence of God, this is it.  (We have spoken before about the omnipotence of God, 

but it will be worth our time and effort to revisit that topic this morning.)  The other awesome thing about 

Joshua chapter 10 is the fact that this man Joshua had the audacity and faith to actually ask God to make the 

sun stand still.  Every time I think about that it sends chills up and down my spine. 

 

Before we look at those two “big” items, I just want to notice with you a couple of other things.  First, the 

leader of these Canaanite city-states who came against Israel was one Adoni-Zedek, the King of Jerusalem.  

That fascinates me, because he is the second ‘King of Jerusalem’ that we have met in the Old Testament.  

The first was Melchizedek, the mysterious Christ-like figure to whom Abraham offered his tithe.  

“Melchizedek” means “King of Righteousness.”  “Adoni-Zedek” means “Lord of Righteousness.”  The 

former was the friend of God's chosen leader, Abraham.  The latter was the foe of Joshua, God's chosen 

leader.  Melchizedek was honored by Abraham.  Adoni-Zedek was hanged by Joshua (Wilmington Guide to 

Bible Knowledge, p.150).  You will remember that the New Testament gives us plenty of reason to study 

the character of Melchizedek, because the Book of Hebrews makes him a ‘type’ of Christ.  Some writers, 

seeing the contrasts that we have just noted between the first king of Jerusalem and the second, have waxed 

eloquent about Adoni-Zedek, the leader of this southern confederacy, seeking to make him typical of all of 

the enemies of God.  I do not suppose that they are doing any great harm, but the Scripture itself gives us no 

warrant for doing that, so we are safest to note the interesting parallels and then move on. 

 

The second thing worth noting in this chapter is the fact that Joshua and his army rushed to the defense of 
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Gibeon.  That is further confirmation of just how seriously they took their oath with regard to Gibeon, in 

spite of the deception perpetrated, and the false conditions under which it was given.  The people of God 

really did believe that their word was their inviolable bond.  Let me explain what I mean here.  I really 

believe that if I had been Joshua - relaxing in camp with my army after a satisfying worship service there at 

Ebal and Gerizim - and the messenger reached me, telling of the plight of the treacherous allies at Gibeon, 

who had weaseled a treaty of peace out of me under the falsest of pretenses - I would not have been in any 

great rush to march to their defense.  ‘After all,’ I would have reasoned, ‘I did promise that I would not 

destroy them, before I found out that they were not a distant people like they pretended to be.  But if 

somebody else wants to do that job for me, and it happens before I can reasonably be expected to get my 

army there to defend them, well that's a different thing altogether.  Let's see now, an expedition to fight a 

confederacy of five armies is a very serious thing.  It's going to take a bit of time to prepare for this one...’ 

Well, you get the picture.  I'm sure that I would have been tempted to think that way - to drag my feet just 

long enough for someone else to do my dirty work for me - and be freed of the inconvenient arrangement to 

which I had too hastily agreed.  I'll bet you would have done that too.  And maybe Joshua was tempted in 

that way, but he talked to the Lord about it, and he knew that Israel had to honor its commitment to Gibeon - 

not look for a way out of it. 

 

I know that Joshua talked to God about this because verse 8 of chapter 10 tells us that God reassured Joshua 

that he would give Israel victory in the battle against those five southern kings.  Unlike the nasty little 

incident at Ai, when Joshua thought he knew what God's will would be, so he didn't bother to ask, and the 

equally messy situation created by covenanting peace with Gibeon, because everything looked so good that 

once again they forgot to ask God, Joshua now appears to have learned the lesson that some of us still 

haven't mastered: Pray first, then decide what you are going to do.  So Joshua marched his troops into this 

battle, with the full assurance that they knew exactly what God wanted, and what the outcome of the battle 

would be.  That can instill a lot of confidence in you and in this case it did! 

 

The attribute of omnipotence, (as you will remember from our study of Psalm 139) teaches us that God can 

do absolutely anything at all, anytime He pleases, because all power (that's what the word ‘omnipotence’ 

means) resides in Him.  On the day that Israel went to war on behalf of Gibeon, God exercised His 

omnipotence by performing two very great miracles.  The first was the miracle of the hailstorm.  During the 

course of the battle, a hailstorm began, and huge hailstones fell from the skies with such fury that more of 

the enemy died from the hailstones (they must have been huge hailstones) than from the swords of the 

Israelites.  Apparently the hailstones were extremely selective in where they fell - only upon the retreating 

enemies - none upon Israel's soldiers who were pursing them.  In the words of two purveyors of more recent 

culture that was a “most excellent” miracle!!  Our God is the Lord of all creation.  It is a small thing for Him 

to use nature to accomplish His purposes. 

 

By the time that nightfall was approaching, the victory was already secure.  The power of the confederacy 

was broken and the armies of the five kings were in full retreat.  It was an utter rout.  But Joshua, knowing 

that he has not finished the task, asks for this most astonishing thing - “Lord, make the sun stand still over 

Gibeon and the moon over the valley of Aijalon.”  And God answers Joshua's prayer!! 

 

It is almost amusing to read all of the different explanations which have been offered to explain what 

happened at Gibeon.  I have read, though I have never been able to secure confirmation, that when the 

American scientists involved with NASA were doing the necessary calculations on computers to prepare for 

our first manned lunar flights, that part of the necessary preparation involved computations going backward 

and forward in time.  In the course of the exercise the report is that the scientists discovered a ‘gap’, a 

missing day in history, and that when further investigation was made, the missing day was determined to 
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have occurred approximately 3400 years ago - about 1400 BC - the time of Joshua.  That would make a 

scientist stop and think a bit!  A writer named Immanuel Velikovsky, writing in a book entitled Worlds in 

Collision (Doubleday, 1950) says, “The earth was slowed down in its rotation by an enormous comet 

passing close enough by the earth to disrupt its gravitational pull to its normal rotation.  The comet's icy tail 

could have provided the hailstones, which miraculously fell in all the right places on all the right people!  

Research has unearthed reports from Egyptian, Chinese and Hindu sources, all of which confirm the fact 

that there really was one very long day.  Comet or no, it is absolutely staggering to think that God might 

have slowed the rotation of the earth.”  “Since our planet weighs six trillion tons and at the equator is 

moving about a thousand miles per hour, it has been estimated that it would take roughly 20 million billion 

of our largest hydrogen bombs to stop the earth...” (Wilmington, p.151)  No wonder Joshua says, “There has 

never been a day like it before or since.”  Another popular explanation says that what really occurred here 

was a miracle of refraction. God somehow “bent” the rays of the sun (perhaps by tilting the earth more than 

usual on its axis) so that Judea enjoyed a long day like they have in Alaska and other polar regions. 

 

In the final analysis, it doesn't really matter how God did the miracle.  The only important thing is that He 

did.  Our God IS an awesome God!! 

 

The omnipotence of God shows all through this account.  But just as incredible to me is the audacious faith 

of Joshua.  What kind of faith do you need to pray a prayer like that?  And he prayed it in the sight (and 

therefore the hearing) of the entire nation of Israel.  We need to understand that there is a certain amount of 

risk attendant to praying that way.  What would happen if God didn't choose to answer that prayer?  What 

would happen to Joshua's credibility then?  Would the people continue to follow him?  I doubt that very 

many of us would ever have dared to pray such a bold prayer, if only because of the risk that was attendant 

to it.  But Joshua has such a big view of God and is so confident that he knows what God wants to do (that is 

a key to understanding what is happening here) that he doesn't just pray a safe prayer like, ‘Lord bless us 

and help us somehow to finish what we have started here.’  He prayed, “Lord make the sun stand still!” 

 

It is extremely interesting, by the way, to note that this, the greatest miracle that God ever performed for the 

nation of Israel, had little to do with winning the battle.  By the time Joshua prayed, that had already been 

accomplished.  The enemy armies had already been routed, and it is very possible that the kings were 

already sealed in a cave waiting for Joshua to deal with them at his leisure.  Israel didn't need the miracle to 

win the battle, but they did need it to finish the job.  If I had been with Joshua, I might not have cared about 

finishing the task.  Remember, by the time Joshua prayed his remarkable prayer, they had marched all night, 

by forced-march, to arrive at Gibeon, then fought all day long in hard combat.  They were tired - exhausted 

would be more accurate.  They were hungry - and they had won. It would be a very long time before the 

armies of the confederacy could ever trouble them again.  It was just that they had not finished the job that 

God had given them.  On this day at least the passion to finish the job was so great, that Joshua asked God 

to stop the sun in the sky and God answered that prayer. All too often God's people are not overly concerned 

with finishing what He has given them to do.  They are quite prepared to settle for a ‘best effort’ in the right 

direction and then forget about it - if Israel had done that at Gibeon, they would still have had a great victory 

to celebrate, but they would not have gotten to see the sun stand still.  My friends, you need to know that I 

do not want to settle for a best effort in the right direction.  I want to finish what God has given us to do.  I 

want to see the sun stand still.  How about you? 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 
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WEEK 24, DAY 4              JOSHUA 11, 12 and 13 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Joshua 11, 12 and 13, and came to the conclusion of 

the rather brief account of the military exploits of Joshua and the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.  

When they crossed the Jordan River, from the east side to the west bank at Gilgal, they were in the middle 

of a narrow country that runs mostly north and south.  By conquering Jericho and Ai, they succeeded in 

gaining the high ground on the plateau, where most of Canaan's cities were situated, effectively splitting the 

region in half.  After worshipping God and re-committing themselves to the covenant and the laws that God 

had given to them through Moses, they had to decide whether to move south or north.  There were important 

city-states located in both directions.  The attack of the five-king confederacy against Gibeon made for an 

easy decision, and in the defense of their crafty new allies, God enabled Joshua to deal decisively with all of 

the major city-states in the southern portion of the land.   

 

Chapter 11 records for us the northern campaign, dealing with Hazor, Madon, Shimron and Acshaph, and 

the other northern kingdoms.  The Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and Hivites are all 

named specifically in the account.  Special mention is made of the most fearsome weapon known to late 

Bronze-Age civilizations - the chariot - an awesome fighting machine.  Apparently, the northern armies 

against which Israel was going to have to fight, were well equipped with large numbers of these machines 

that struck fear far deep into the heart of opposing foot soldiers.  Israel had no chariots.  

 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, provides us with some oral traditions that may well accurately reflect the 

event recorded in the first portion of Joshua 11.  He tells us that the united forces of the northern kingdoms 

consisted of 300,000 foot soldiers, 100,000 horses (Israel had no horses) and 20,000 chariots.  (Again, Israel 

had no chariots.)  He says, also, “the Israelites were terrified at having to encounter the iron chariots which 

drove swiftly into the ranks of an opposing army enabling the warriors to discharge their missiles with 

terrible effect”  (F.B. Meyer, Joshua C.L.C. 1977 p. 132). That gives us some notion at least of what the 

Israelites perceived as a “huge army as numerous as the sand on the seashore with a large number of horses 

and chariots.” 

 

It was about a five-day march from Gilgal, where Joshua's encampment was, to Merom, in the north, where 

the battle took place, and I am sure that his army marched with mixed feelings.  Excitement, because God 

had helped them marvelously in every previous battle undertaken with His blessing; hope, because, if 

victorious, it would be the last big battle, the mother of all battles - the back of all possible opposition would 

be effectively broken, even though the physical conquest of each individual city would go on for some time 

yet - and fear and apprehension, because even though victory had easily come in all those other situations, 

this time it was a larger army they were facing, and this time there were all those chariots!  But once again 

the word of the Lord came to Joshua, as it did every time he sought God's face, saying, “Do not be afraid of 

them ...I will hand all of them over to Israel - slain.” 

 

Have you been counting the number of times God tells Joshua not to be afraid.  I confess that I haven't done 

that, but it would be a good exercise to find out just how many times God says, “Do not be afraid” in the 

Book of Joshua.  God apparently is not at all stingy about offering reassurance and comfort to distressed and 

stressed people who are trying to obey Him.  The word of God is literally chocked full of assurances and 

promises offered to everyone who is truly seeking to do His will.  If you don't keep track of these promises, 

if you don't meditate upon them and hold them tightly, you are missing out upon the greatest confidence-

builder you could ever have. 

 

After the battle at Merom, the cities of the northern confederacy fell, each in turn, to Joshua and his army.  
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What is described in just a few verses may actually have taken several years (one commentator suggests 

between five and seven years to actually accomplish), but once the united army had been decisively 

destroyed, the conquest of the actual cities represented by it was a forgone conclusion.  Because Hazor was 

the chief city of the coalition, Joshua utterly destroyed it and burned it to the ground!  The other cities were 

taken but not destroyed.  It is interesting to note that some rather extensive archaeological work has been 

undertaken at the site of Hazor, which, ironically, reveals extensive damage and burning at about 1400 BC, 

and again at about 1230 BC.  What that means is that whether you adopt a late date for the Exodus or an 

early one (as I do) there is evidence at Hazor to support the Biblical account. 

 

Even the Anakites - the giants of whom the Israelites of Moses' day were so afraid - became the victims of 

the Israelite conquest.  Chapter 11 concludes with these stirring words.  “So Joshua took the entire land just 

as the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal 

divisions.  Then the land had rest from war.” 

 

What a story!  But did you notice in chapter 13:1 a very surprising postscript?  It says, “When Joshua was 

old and well advanced in years, the Lord said to him, 'You are very old and there are still very large areas 

of land to be taken.'“ 

 

Wait a minute!  In chapter 11 Joshua wins all the battles and the land has rest from war, but in chapter 13 

there is still a good bit of work to be done by the individual tribes to whom different areas or regions have 

been given.  What are we to make of that?  I do not believe that there is any contradiction here.  The major 

campaigns, that would require the army of all of the tribes of Israel together, are concluded.  There is no 

significant opposition left in the land.  Every large or medium-sized city-state has been dealt with.  No one is 

left to attack Israel.  Nevertheless, scattered throughout nearly every section of the country, there still remain 

pockets of Canaanite civilization, which have not taken the field against Israel, and have not yet been 

subdued by the people of God.  It will remain for the individual tribes to “finish the task” in the areas that 

are given over to them as their inheritance.  In effect, Joshua won the war, but there was still a mopping-up 

operation to be done. 

 

There is, I believe, a strong parallel here to the spiritual reality with which we find ourselves dealing right 

now.  Jesus won the war against Satan.  On the cross at Calvary, the decisive blow was struck, and at the 

empty tomb on Easter morning, the victory was proclaimed.  Nevertheless, you and I are still required to 

deal with some angry and ongoing hostilities as we complete the “mopping up” operation, by securing for 

Christ all the territory that remains as yet unliberated.  The task assigned to each tribe was, sadly, never fully 

completed - that created immense problems for the next generation of Israelites.  It is my prayer that we will 

be stronger and more faithful than they were.  A good meditation question for the day would be to determine 

what unsubdued areas remain in our own lives, and then to covenant with God, by His grace, to address 

each one of the unsubdued areas. 

 

There were 31 different kings and cities listed at the end of chapter 12, at the end of Joshua's conquests.  Did 

you notice the little comment, that none of them, except for the Gibeonites, even tried to make peace with 

Israel?  Does that make sense to you?  Humanly speaking, after the longest day at Gibeon, and the chariot-

bashing battle at Merom, wouldn't you think that at least a few of the Canaanite cities would try to talk with 

the Israelites and ask for terms of surrender?  That, of course, would cause a pretty big problem for Joshua, 

because God had ordered him to destroy those civilizations.  If they had begged for mercy and willingly 

submitted to the Israelites, it would be extremely difficult for Israel to carry out the given instructions.  But 

curiously, “none of the cities seem to have shared the conviction of the Gibeonites that opposition was 

needless, that Israel was sure to prevail, and get possession of the country.  When men's backs get up, they 
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come to amazing conclusions and do amazing things in terms of facing danger and enduring suffering…” 

(Blanke, Book of Joshua, 1908, p. 245)  The text tells us that the obstinance of these doomed city-states was 

due to the fact that the Lord hardened their hearts.  This is the same phenomenon that we saw back in the 

Book of Exodus with reference to the Pharaoh, who had to deal with Moses.  God gave to Pharaoh, as He 

had given to these pagan civilizations, many different opportunities to repent of their sins.  He gave them 

warning after warning of impending judgment, and at any time - right up until the very end - I believe that 

Scripture clearly teaches us - that had they repented, God would have relented and removed the judgment.  I 

believe that this is so because of how God responded when the people in that pagan city-state of Ninevah 

repented under the preaching of Jonah.  But here they did not repent - and in Exodus Pharaoh did not repent 

either - so after giving them all the opportunities to respond, finally, they passed the point of no return.  

Finally, God said to them, ‘Okay, if that is what you want, I will give it to you,’ and God hardened their 

hearts so that they no longer would or could respond.  This is the theological doctrine of reprobation.  It 

teaches that persistent refusal of the grace of God will eventually result in the removal of the Holy Spirit 

striving with that individual, and a resultant inability to ever hear the voice of God's Spirit calling to 

repentance.  That is a scary thought, but it happened. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 24, DAY 5                JOSHUA 14, 15 and 16 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Joshua 14 - 16.  This passage, dealing with the 

division of the land, was certainly not the most inspiring that we have read together.  It contains, however, 

the allotment of Caleb and the wonderful testimony of that remarkable man. 

 

Did you notice that Caleb is identified as Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite?  It was not normal to 

identify natural Israelites in this way, but only those who had joined themselves to Israel from other nations, 

like “Heber the Kenite” and “Uriah the Hittite.”  What I am saying is that it looks very much like Caleb, or 

at least his father Jephunneh, was not an Israelite by birth, but a man whose faith in the God of Israel had 

nothing to do with heredity.  He had become an Israelite by choice. 

 

You will certainly remember the story of Caleb and Joshua, as we discovered them among the twelve who 

had been sent by Moses to spy out the Promised Land.  Only Caleb and Joshua had returned with the belief 

that by trusting the God of Abraham they could indeed take possession of the land.  You will also 

remember, I am sure, that on that day when these two stood alone with Moses against the wrath of a whole 

nation that would like to have killed them because they alone believed God's promise, it was Caleb who 

took the lead as spokesman and exhorted the nation to follow the Lord. 

 

I am sure that the next 40 years were not easy ones for Caleb.  Joshua, because of his constant connection 

and presence with Moses, would have been at least partially insulated from the murmuring and complaining 

of a nation full of malcontents.  That would not necessarily be true of Caleb.  He wasn't with Moses all the 

time.  He wasn't the heir apparent to the role of leader of Israel.  He had to spend his time with that 

rebellious group of men and women who were all destined to die in the wilderness, whose unbelief had 

placed a 40-year delay upon the fulfillment of the promise, and who were never quite able to forget that 

Caleb was the only one of all of them, except Joshua himself, who would be permitted to enter the Promised 

Land.  They would surely have been jealous of him.  Maybe they even hated him, (righteous men often find 

themselves hated without cause,) and there would certainly be a great temptation for Caleb to be frustrated 
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with that generation of unbelievers, who had cost him 40 years of productive life in the Promised Land.  The 

reason I have brought all this to your attention is because now, 45 years after God commended Caleb for 

wholeheartedly following the Lord his God - 45 long, difficult, trying years later - the testimony is still the 

same!  “Hebron belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh...because he followed the Lord God of Israel 

wholeheartedly.”  What an amazing testimony for any 85-year-old person, and all the more so, because of 

the particularly trying environment in which that testimony was gained! 

 

Caleb is not assigned an inheritance like everyone else.  He gets to choose his prize.  Quite 

characteristically, Caleb chooses the hill country of Hebron where the Anakites, the giants, still were living 

unsubdued.  Tell me something, if you were 85 years old, about to retire, would you opt to take, as your 

retirement package, a piece of property that hadn't yet been subdued.  Not me, I'd leave that for the young 

bucks - I'd take a nice hill overlooking the well-watered plain of the Jordan River with scenic views and an 

already clear title and deed.  That's what retirement is supposed to be about - right?  Maybe - but nobody 

ever told Caleb that.  There was still land to be taken - he believed God had given it all to them - so by faith 

he would go and claim it.  To do any less would be to insult the faithfulness of a sovereign God.  Caleb 

teaches us a great deal about faith.  He also teaches us, quite dramatically, that there is no such thing as a 

retirement age in the kingdom of Christ. 

 

It is not too surprising, then, to discover, in chapter 15, that Caleb drove out the three Anakites, then 

marched against Debir and accomplished the same.  “Of all the people who received an inheritance in the 

land, Caleb was the only one who succeeded in expelling the enemy completely.  The others made poor 

headway; the last part of the Book of Joshua makes sad reading, for over and over again we read, “They 

were not able to drive them out.”  The chariots of iron were too strong for them - often that is the record in 

the book.  But Caleb drove out all the enemy, although there were three giants in the portion allotted to him. 

 The man who wholly followed the Lord was the only one who was wholly victorious in the fight.” (Alan 

Redpath, Victorious Christian Living, London 1955 p. 201)  Caleb's faith was the key to the ability to win 

the day. 

 

I am sure that you also noted Caleb's testimony that his strength had not in these 45 long years abated one 

whit.  “A faith that never wavered had enabled him to lay hold of a strength that never weakened - the very 

power of God Himself.” (Redpath, p. 200)  Caleb had somehow laid hold of the key to physical and spiritual 

strength.  That key, of course, was wholehearted obedience.  When we completely obey the Word of God, 

we tap into the complete power of God Himself. 

 

There were then these two secrets to the remarkable life of Caleb - faith and obedience.  These are the keys, 

and now some 3,400 years later, those same two keys will release the very power of God in our lives.  There 

are some verses in the 5th chapter of I John that I believe sum up the life and example of Caleb in a 

phenomenal way.  They say, “This is love for God: to obey His commands.  And His commands are not 

burdensome for everyone born of God has overcome the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the 

world even our faith” (I John 5:3-4).  Has there ever been a better example of one who overcame the world 

by faith and obedience than the man Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, who chose to wholly follow 

the Lord God of Israel?   

 

Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites who were living in Jerusalem.  To this day, Joshua writes, the 

Jebusites live there with the people of Judah.  The Ephraimites did not dislodge the Canaanites living in 

Gezer.  They too lived on among the people of Ephraim, though they lived in a state of forced servitude. 

 

The way in which the land was divided to the tribes is interesting in the extreme.  Do you remember 
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reading, back in the Book of Numbers, that God told Moses that the land would be divided proportionately - 

that is, the tribes with the most people would get the most land?  The tribes with fewer people would get 

smaller allocations - so far, so good.  But the way in which it happens is a surprise.  It is done by the 

drawing of lots.  Now, unless you have a sovereign God to supervise the drawing of those lots, you cannot 

have it both ways.  But, of course, God is sovereign. 

 

We have seen important decisions in Scripture made by the drawing of lots. We saw it, for example, in the 

selection of Matthias, in Acts chapter 1, to replace Judas as the 12th apostle.  The apostles used their own 

wisdom, picked the two people, Justus and Matthias, who fulfilled all the necessary qualifications, and then 

they drew lots.  They let God decide who the apostle would be!  We also saw the drawing of lots as a way to 

determine which priests offered the temple sacrifices in Luke chapter 2.  That is how Zechariah happened to 

be in the Holy Place when the angel met him to announce the birth of John. 

 

Then in the Book of Proverbs we read the verse that says, “The lot is cast into the lap but the whole 

disposing thereof is of the Lord.”  Now here we find the children of Israel deciding which tribes get what 

portions of Canaan by casting lots. 

 

Now I am not quite ready to propose that we hold next year's annual church elections by selecting all of the 

truly qualified people we can find to be elders and then casting lots to see who will actually serve, but as I 

think about it, I can think of a lot of less satisfactory ways to make decisions.  These Biblical people really 

did believe that God was sovereign, and they really did trust Him to make important decisions on their 

behalf.  Even if we don't make decisions by the same method today, we badly need those same two 

convictions!! 

 

Well, it has been an interesting and, I trust, profitable week in God's Word.  Next week we will finish the 

Book of Joshua. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great weekend and I will talk with you again on Monday. 

 


