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WEEK 22, DAY 1                  ACTS 18 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper and welcome to Week 22 of Know the Word.  Today you read Acts 18. 

 Our reading today brought us to the conclusion of Paul's second missionary journey by recounting for us 

the 18 months that he spent planting the church in the great city of Corinth. 

 

Our reading today was very short, but there is a great deal for us to notice here.  First of all, I want to call 

your attention once again to the very noticeable strategy followed by Paul the Apostle in his missionary 

journeys.  We noted it for the first time last week, but it is worth reinforcing today.  Here are its major 

elements:   

 

Paul gravitated, by design, toward the principal cities of each geographic region he entered.  He understood 

quite clearly that if you impact the major metropolitan center of a region with the Gospel, the normal flow 

of people in and out of that center of culture and commerce will quite naturally carry with it the good news 

of Jesus Christ, to all of the surrounding countryside that looks to that major city for its life.  Corinth was 

the capital of the Roman province of Achaia.  In the centuries before Christ, Corinth had been a commercial, 

political and military rival of Athens.  In 146 BC, however, after an unsuccessful revolt against Rome, 

Corinth had been leveled and laid virtually uninhabited for the next 100 years, until Julius Caesar re-

established it as a Roman colony.  By Paul's time, it was not only the capital, but a very prosperous 

commercial center, with a worldwide reputation for moral degradation.  To “corinthianize” was to 

“fornicate” and prostitutes were simply called “Corinthian girls.”  Corinth had such a reputation that Paul 

says, in I Corinthians 2, I came there “in weakness and in fear.”  But it was the key to reaching the Province 

of Achaia.  Reach the important population centers and you will impact the whole region that they 

dominate.  That's the first step.   We need to remember that first step today, as Christians in our country 

have run away from the major metropolitan areas.  One study done not very long ago in the metropolitan 

New York area showed that 80% of the people were living in an area where only 13% of the churches were 

located.  Surely that is something that we must remedy.  We need to pray that God will give us a vision for 

the great cities of our country and for the great cities of our world and then that we will be able to develop a 

strategy that will be particularly effective in those major metropolitan areas. 

 

The next step of Paul's strategy, you will remember, was to locate the most receptive group of people.  Paul's 

target group was the Gentile population.  God had told him that that was his target group.  The most 

receptive group of Gentiles to the message of the Gospel would always be the God-fearing Gentiles, who 

worshiped week by week at the Jewish synagogue. That is not to say that Paul did not want to reach other 

Gentiles - or even other Jews for Christ (in fact, the Jewish leader of the synagogue in Corinth became one 

of Paul's new converts) but it does say that Paul found out where the most receptive group was likely to be 

found, and he went to them.  Once again, that is a strategy that is important for us today, just as it was 

important for Paul in his day.  We need to be looking for receptive groups of people, people whose hearts 

are wide-open to the Gospel because of the situation in which they find themselves.  Those are the ones to 

whom we owe the first opportunity to hear. 

 

Then, as we saw in Philippi, Paul worked webs of influences.  Remember the principle (it’s the key to 

effective evangelism) - the Gospel spreads most rapidly and most effectively across already existing lines of 

social communication – that is, through trust relationships!  In Philippi, it was Lydia's web that gave Paul his 

first hearers; then it was the web of the Philippian jailer.  In Corinth, it was the household of Titius Justus, a 

God-fearing Roman, and the household of Crispus, the synagogue ruler. These were the key webs of 

influence for Paul there in Corinth.  He followed them carefully; he followed them systematically; and when 

one person in that web responded to the good news of Jesus Christ, he looked for the people in their web 
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that would respond.  We will see more of this strategy when we get to Acts chapter 19 and 20. 

 

Roman citizens, by the way, often had three names, a nomen and a cognomen - Titius Justus, for example.  

They also had a praenomen, which is not given in this case.  William Ramsey and other scholars, however, 

believe that the third name of Titius Justus may well have been Gaius, who Paul identified in Romans 

16:23, as “my host,” and who is mentioned in I Corinthians 1:14 as one of the few people who were 

baptized in Corinth by the Apostle Paul.  We cannot be certain of that identification, but it doe fit with all 

that we know of the situation in Corinth during the time that Paul was residing there. 

 

The other people associated with Paul during this time are, of course, Aquilla and Priscilla, who had 

recently come from Rome to Corinth, and who themselves labored beside him in a mighty way to see the 

church planted in that ancient and pagan city. 

 

I wish we knew much more about this fascinating couple who labored so hard for Christ.  They were in all 

probability Christians before they left Rome and made their way to Corinth.  Their Christianity may even be 

the reason they came, for it seems that the reason Claudius ordered all the Jews out of Rome was because of 

“constant riots,” which the Roman historian Seutonius attributes to the instigation of one  “Chrestus.”  Many 

scholars think that ‘Chrestus’ was not a Jewish activist, but a misspelling of the name Christ himself, over 

whom the Jews in Rome and other major cities had begun to have serious disagreements.  In this case, the 

Jews may have been expelled from Rome because they were agitating against the Christians. 

 

I take great comfort from this divinely arranged partnership between Paul and Aquilla and Priscilla.  Paul 

had come - apparently alone - to Corinth, the city the ancient world would have voted “least likely to 

respond” to the Gospel.  He was weak; he was afraid.  We don't often think of Paul like that, but that was his 

testimony, and God brought Aquilla and his wife Priscilla (who may have been from a very prominent 

Roman family - there are some significant indications of that).  He brought them to be there for Paul - to 

encourage him and to assist him in the great work of preaching God's Word.  There are times, I suppose, 

when most of us are given a job to do for God that we are convinced is too big, too tough, too intimidating 

to ever tackle, let alone accomplish.  That's how Paul felt when he arrived in Corinth.  But God knew that, 

and He sent help to be there when Paul arrived.  He'll do the very same for us!!   I have experienced that.  In 

addition to the encouragement of a like-minded couple, there was the vision.  My friends, God will do 

whatever needs to be done to encourage us and to establish us in His work.  I need to tell you now that I 

have never had a vision from God like the one Paul had, here or at other times in his life, and in all 

probability you haven't either.  But I know that if that is what we need to encourage us and strengthen us for 

the task He has given, it would be no problem whatever for God.   

 

One reason, however, that visions were more common to people in Bible times than in our time, is because 

we have the completed Canon of the Word of God - not just the Old Testament, which would have been 

available to Paul and the other early Christians, but the New Testament as well.  All of the great and 

precious promises of God are available to us in the Scriptures.  From them there is an immense amount of 

encouragement and strength to be gained.  That is one of the reasons we are reading every day.  God 

promised Paul protection in Corinth and in a very remarkable way that protection was provided.  Here, as in 

all the other cities, opposition from the Judaizers began to arise, this time resulting in a formal charge before 

the Roman proconsul of Achaia.  This was in some respects the most serious threat so far against the 

apostle. Here's why:  any decision that officials in most cities might make regarding Christianity would have 

an impact only within the bounds of their civic authority.  The politarchs of Thessalonica, for example, 

might well rule upon what would or would not happen in Thessalonica, but that could not affect Athens, 

Corinth or Rome.  But Gallio was a Roman governor.  His word would be law in his own province, and 
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would in all likelihood become a precedent that other governors to follow.  This was a very important 

decision, a crisis point in the early church. 

 

Gallio himself was a very important man in his own right - even apart from his office.  His father was 

Seneca, the rhetorician; his brother the famous philosopher also named Seneca, whose works you can still 

read if you choose.  He was well known in the Roman Empire - and well liked.  His brother Seneca, the 

philosopher, wrote, “No mortal is so pleasant to any one person as Gallio is to everybody.”  (1. F.F. Bruce; 

Acts; London; 1954; p. 374) Many politicians, in that day and in our own, were not upright and honest men, 

but it appears that Gallio, at least in this instance, was a fair man.  His judgment was that Paul was not 

propagating a religion that violated Roman law.  His decision meant that for the next ten years or more, the 

Christian religion was generally tolerated throughout the Roman Empire by the authorities, and the Gospel 

could be openly proclaimed without being seen in any way to be an enemy of Rome.  This tolerance was to 

continue until Nero officially withdrew it and began the great persecution that took the lives of both Peter 

and Paul.  Since Gallio began his procuratorship in July of AD 51, we can date this part of Paul's journey 

with a fair degree of accuracy. 

 

Did you notice the reference in this chapter to Paul's vow, and the fact that he had to have his hair cut off in 

connection with that vow?  That must have been a Nazarite vow, taken perhaps in acknowledgment of all 

the help that God had given to him during this missionary tour. 

 

The last significant person that we meet in Acts 18 is, of course, Apollos.  He arrived in Corinth after Paul 

left to go back to Antioch and he became a forceful preacher of the Gospel and a great help to the church.  

Apollos was an apologist - that is, he could argue and debate well enough to defend the Scripture from the 

attacks made against it by Jews, or by anyone else for that matter.  His theme is worth noticing:  “Jesus was 

the Christ.”  That was the message that needed to be proclaimed in the synagogues and that was the message 

that Apollos was speaking, “Jesus was the Christ”.  We need to remember that because it is still the basic 

theme of the Gospel.  Apparently he had great speaking and leadership gifts, but Aquilla and Priscilla first 

had to teach him about baptism and other Christian truths.  Again, there is an example here for us.  Aquilla 

and Priscilla were not so intimidated by this powerful man that the opportunity to disciple him was lost - 

and Apollos was not so proud of his intellectual and speaking gifts that he could not learn what they were 

saying to him. There is a lesson there for us. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Thanks for spending the morning with me.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you 

again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 22, DAY 2                   I THESSALONIANS 1, 2 and 3 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read I Thessalonians chapters 1-3.  We've left the Book of 

Acts again, so that we can read a letter, which was written during the time that Paul spent in Corinth, sent 

back to that church in Thessalonica, in which he had such a brief ministry.  I hope you have caught a real 

sense of the heart of the Apostle Paul.  These chapters really help us to understand him and to imbibe his 

very spirit. 

 

You remember the account of the establishment of the church in Thessalonica, which was the capital of 

Macedonia and its largest city.  Paul, Silas and Timothy arrived in Thessalonica after having to leave 

Philippi. As was his custom, Paul went straight to the synagogue, and for three consecutive weeks, he 
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preached in the synagogue and had a great effect winning some Jews, a great multitude of devout Greeks, 

and many of the most important women of the city.  Then there came the riot - stirred by the Jews who had 

come from Philippi.  The mob had seized Jason, Paul's host, and dragged him to the politarchs, who 

managed to get the crowd under control - but at a price.  Paul had to leave town, and with so short a time 

spent teaching and establishing the new church, there would have been a great deal of anxiety in his heart as 

to whether the church would survive, especially in light of the hostility and persecution that was already 

evident.  From this letter, we know this continued after Paul left. 

 

We know that Paul was concerned, and finally while he was in Athens, he sent Timothy back to find out 

what was happening in Macedonia - especially in Thessalonica - while he went on to Corinth alone.  It was 

Timothy's arrival in Corinth with the wonderful news that not only had the church in Thessalonica survived, 

but was flourishing, that brought forth the grateful paragraphs that dominate the first three chapters of I 

Thessalonians.   The last two chapters (4 and 5) are given over to dealing with questions and issues raised 

by Timothy's return visit to the new believers in that church. 

 

Here are some of the things I noticed this morning that I believe will be important to you: 

 

First, I noticed that Paul quickly commends the Thessalonican Christians for three things that appear in 

nearly every one of his letters to first century churches.  He mentions their “work of faith,” “their labor of 

love,” and “their steadfast hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Now I want you to pay particular attention to 

these three things - faith, hope and love - because these seem to be the three things that Paul wanted to 

develop in every single believer in each of the churches.  When you stop to think about it, those three 

characteristics become an extremely good measuring stick against which we can judge our own lives.  God 

wants us to be people of great faith, great love and great hope.  When we begin to abound in these three 

qualities, we will know that we are beginning to look, act and smell like real New Testament Christians.   

 

We have a very strong tendency to measure Christians by different kinds of yardsticks than the ones the 

New Testament uses.  One of our favorite ways of deciding how strong a person is in Christ involves 

finding out how much Bible knowledge they have.  If you can quote I Corinthians 13 by heart, spit out an 

exegetical outline of the Book of Romans, and explain the significance of the second horn of the second 

beast of Revelation 13, then you must be a mature Christian.  Other fellowships tend to measure maturity in 

terms of what rules a person keeps.  If you don't drink, smoke, dance or go to the movies - and if you do go 

to church at least three times per week - THEN you are mature in Christ.  Still others think it has something 

to do with the number or intensity of the emotional experiences that you have had.  Have you spoken in 

tongues yet or been slain in the Spirit? Those are not the criteria of the Apostle Paul!  Do you believe the 

promises of God…Do you love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind and love your 

neighbor as yourself...Do you have your eye fixed firmly on the return of Jesus Christ, His Son, and the 

kingdom that awaits?  Those are the real standards.  Those are the measurements of Christian maturity.  

Those are the things we ought to be most concerned about. 

 

The next thing that I want for you to notice is the way in which each chapter that we read this morning ends. 

 Chapter 1:10 says, “You turned from idols to wait for Jesus to come from heaven to deliver us from the 

wrath to come.”  Chapter 2:19 says that Paul views the Thessalonian Christians as “his greatest joy,” the 

crown in which he will glory when Jesus Christ appears.  Chapter 3 ends with a prayer that these new 

Christians will “be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and father when our Lord Jesus returns 

with all His holy ones.”  Just in case you haven't seen a pattern yet, chapter 4 ends by talking about the 

coming of Christ, and both sections of chapter 5 climax in talking about the same theme.  This little letter is 

anchored to the thought that the return of Jesus Christ is one of the most powerful motivating forces in the 
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life of every true believer.  I will have a great deal more to say about all of this tomorrow, but for now it is 

enough to notice that, as far as the Apostle Paul is concerned, the fact of the second coming of Jesus Christ 

ought to impact every single part of the true believer's life.  Ask yourself a question this morning. Is it that 

way in your life?  Does the return of Christ have a definite impact upon everything you think and do?  If not, 

something is wrong. 

 

The third thing that I was thinking about today as I re-read these chapters was Paul's method of ministry - his 

ministry style.  It comes through at several different points.  In chapter 1 Paul says, “You became imitators 

of us and of the Lord.”  In chapter 2 it comes out this way, “We loved you so much that we were delighted to 

share with you not only the Gospel of God, but our very lives as well”...”We were gentle among you, like a 

mother caring for her little children”...”We dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 

encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God...”  

 

 Paul only spent a short time with these people, maybe less than one month, but somehow, in a very short 

period of time, he made a tremendous impact upon their lives.  The Apostle Paul clearly understood that 

Christianity is always more easily “caught” than “taught.”  The only way to shape the life of another person 

is to invest your own life in them.  In I Corinthians, Paul says it this way - “Follow me while I follow 

Christ.”  Here then is the great key to effective disciple making:  Allow people into your life.  Model the 

values and actions of Christianity so well for them that they begin to “imitate” you.   

 

Did you notice that the word imitate was used two times in our reading today?  The first time, Paul says, you 

imitated me, and the second time he says, you as a church became imitators of the churches in Judea.  It is 

not surprising then that Paul also says:  In a very short time you have become a model to all the believers of 

Macedonia and Achaia - now people are imitating you! 

 

That is how it is supposed to work.  You become a Christian and you imitate those who are walking just a 

few steps ahead of you.  Then, after a little while, you have taken a few steps yourself down the road of 

discipleship, and you begin to realize that there is someone just a few steps behind who is imitating you.  

That could be a pretty scary thought for some of us, because we are not all that certain we want someone 

behind us doing what we do, but like it or not, I want to assure you this morning that it is true!  There is 

someone back there watching you and following you.  Paul welcomed that dynamic - so he kept on saying, 

“Follow me” - “Just do what I do!”   

 

Now I need to ask you two tremendously important questions.  Number 1 - Who are you following?  - That 

is, who is your mentor in the Lord?  And Number 2, who are you mentoring?  These are critical questions.  I 

believe that the Word of God clearly shows us, in both Old Testament and New Testament passages, that 

the best way to learn how to follow God is by following someone who is already walking that path - by 

being a disciple or, if you will, by becoming an apprentice.  Isaac followed his father Abraham, that's how 

he learned to know God.  Joshua followed Moses.  Ruth learned from Naomi; Elisha from Elijah; Timothy 

was Paul's apprentice; so was Titus.  Mark learned from Peter; Polycarp from John.  Henry Martyn - one of 

the greatest missionaries of all time - was a disciple of a pastor named Charles Simeon, and on and on we 

could go.  Through the Bible, and through the history of the church, the pattern is always there.   

 

Again I ask – “Who's discipling you?”  If the answer to that question is “no one”, then just perhaps another 

question has just been answered - the one relating to why you haven't grown as far or as well as you know 

you could or should have in the Christian faith.  You see, disciples are accountable to their mentors in the 

very same way that an apprentice is accountable to his master craftsman.  He or she is expected to be 

learning, growing in their walk, and if they do not grow, they are held accountable for explaining why not.  
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It is a terrible tragedy that no one is holding most professing Christians in the church today accountable to 

explain anything, and since we clearly do not expect people to grow, (if we did we would find a way to hold 

them accountable), they don't.  There was a man in one church who was very fond of telling me that we can 

expect what we inspect.  He's right.  Mentors inspect the lives of their apprentices. 

 

If you are listening to this CD today and you are a person who has attained a bit of maturity in your walk 

with Christ, then I want to challenge you to not only make yourself accountable to someone who is a bit 

farther along than you, but also to make yourself available to someone younger in the faith than you.  Take 

the challenge to not only find a model, but to become a model.  Invest your life in someone else.  That will 

really make your church begin to grow.  I have watched with great interest the growth of the Korean church 

over the past several decades.  It is growing almost like the church grew in the Book of Acts.  While I know 

that there are many keys that combine to explain this wonderful phenomenon, you ought to know that I have 

just explained one of the biggest ones!  The first missionaries in Korea established a pattern.  Every Korean 

Christian was to be discipled by a more mature brother or sister in Christ.  And every Korean Christian was 

taught to be responsible for discipling one a few steps behind them.  What a revolutionary idea - and it 

worked! 

 

There is so much more I'd like to say to you, but one more glimpse into Paul's heart is all that we have time 

to take. He says at the end of chapter 2: “You are our glory and joy” and in chapter 3, “Now we really live 

since you are standing firm in the Lord.”  Paul knew that he could only consider himself a success when his 

disciples had succeeded.  His goal was to help them reach their fullest potential in Christ.  What a man!  

And what a model!! 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 22, DAY 3                   I THESSALONIANS 4, 5 and II THESSALONIANS 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read I Thessalonians chapters 4 and 5, and the little Book 

of II Thessalonians.  It is my prayer that yesterday and today you have been able to catch something of the 

spirit of the Apostle Paul and also some of the excitement of that early church in Thessalonica, which was 

growing so rapidly and so strongly in the Lord.  We do well to remind ourselves with some degree of 

regularity, that all through the New Testament - in Acts and in the writings of Paul, Peter and John - there is 

this expectation - this assumption - that the church of Christ is going to grow - even if there is persecution 

and suffering attached to being a Christian. 

 

We noted a couple of days ago that the decision of the Roman proconsul of Achaia – Gallio by name - made 

the rapid expansion of the gospel easier because he chose not to outlaw Christianity, and that his policy 

pretty well represented the official position of Rome for the next decade or so.  That is true, but you should 

not infer from that that there was no persecution or suffering attached to being one of Christ's followers in 

that early church.  Indeed, Paul suffered nearly everywhere he went, and the believers he left behind 

suffered also.  Clearly, that is one of Paul's purposes in writing these two letters to the Thessalonian church - 

to encourage and to establish them in spite of the persecution that they are having to endure for Christ.  

Though we did not have opportunity to comment on it yesterday, there is, in the very first paragraph of the 

letter, a reference to that suffering.  It is picked up again in the second letter, which was written very shortly 

(probably a matter of several weeks) after the first.  These new believers are suffering for their faith in 

Christ.  The persecution was not officially sanctioned or enforced by Rome, but it was there:  “We boast,” 
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Paul writes, “about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trails you are enduring.  You 

will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for all you are suffering.  God will punish those who are 

persecuting you.” These are the kinds of things that Paul begins II Thessalonians by saying.   

 

Once again, we need to note that the New Testament never promises - never insinuates - never hints or even 

declares - that Christians will be exempt from pain, suffering, persecution or trial.  In fact, it says just 

exactly the opposite – “All who live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecutions.”  Why then is it so 

surprising to so many Christians when difficulties, obstacles and challenges come their way?  Don't they 

read the New Testament?  Or do they just block out all the uncomfortable bits?  Friends, hear me, and hear 

me well.  If you are a New Testament Christian, then you had better be prepared to suffer for your faith in 

Christ.  True disciples actually EXPECT to suffer.  I don't like that any better than you but it is what the 

Bible teaches!!  And that is one major reason Paul wrote these two little letters - to comfort and to 

encourage Christ's suffering church.   

 

Now there is one more thing I need to say about this subject before we move on to an even bigger reason 

Paul wrote these two letters, and that is this:  While Christians should expect to suffer - especially at the 

hands of unbelievers - there is one thing from which we will be totally delivered, and that is from the 

“wrath” of God.  I Thessalonians 5:9, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  We can never again be subject to the wrath of God, because that was 

already poured out against us - it fell upon our Lord upon the cross, who endured the righteous wrath of God 

against sin for us, and for all who have come to Him by faith and trust Christ's finished work upon the cross. 

 We will have to face the anger of the ungodly.  We will never have to face the anger of the living God.   So 

Paul wrote these two letters to help Christians know how to deal with suffering.  But there is another even 

bigger reason. 

 

The biggest reason Paul wrote these two letters was to help answer some important questions that the early 

church had about the return of Christ at the end of the church age.  Jesus had taught the disciples that one 

day He would return for them. “And if I go,” He had said in John 14, “I will return and take you to myself 

that where I am, there you may be also.”  At the ascension, the two angels who appeared reiterated that 

same claim - “This same Jesus will return in the very same way that you have seen Him go.”  That was the 

beginning of the teaching, and undoubtedly the early church expected Christ's Second Coming would occur 

within a few years of the ascension.  When Christ's return was (in their minds) delayed, a few of the older 

believers began to pass away, and that posed a real dilemma.  What about them - had they missed their 

chance?  Would they be left out - or perhaps (and this is a question Paul had to deal with in his second 

letter) Christ had already secretly returned and they had some how missed it!! 

 

So it is that I and II Thessalonians contain for us the primitive core of the early church's teaching about the 

Second Coming.  Let me see if I can distill it for us in a series of several observations: 

 

1. Christ will return - physically, visibly and triumphantly at the end of the age.  Paul and the rest of 

the New Testament writers simply could not speak more clearly to that fact.  It is a basic tenet or 

doctrine of the Christian faith. 

 

2. The fact that Christ is returning is meant to be a primary motivating force in the life of every single 

believer, causing us to strive after holiness and righteousness in our lives.  If you want to boil down 

the New Testament teaching about the return of Christ to its most basic form, this is it:   

Jesus Christ is coming – you be ready.   
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Listen - if you do not notice anything else about what you read today, you must understand this - 

every single time Paul (or anyone else in the New Testament, for that matter) mentions Christ's 

return, it is always, always (with no exceptions,) tied somehow to an ethical exhortation to holiness. 

 Jesus is coming - be pure.  Jesus is coming - live this way.  Jesus is coming - encourage each other. 

 Jesus is coming - work hard.  Jesus is coming - do this.  Jesus is coming - turn from idols and serve 

the living God (chapter 1).  Jesus is coming - take pride in how you help others know Him (chapter 

2).  Jesus is coming - encourage each other (chapter 4).  Jesus is coming - build up other believers 

(chapter 5).   

 

I think it is terribly important for us to keep this ethical connection in mind, because somehow, 

many professing Christians have managed in our day and age to unlink the fact of Christ's coming 

from the exhortation to holy living, and link it instead to an intellectual quest to figure out exactly 

when it is going to happen.  That temptation has always been there, of course - Jesus Himself had to 

warn the disciples against it in the Olivet Discourse – “It's not your job,” He told them, “to know the 

day and the hour.  If anybody tells you they do, don't follow them!”  Here Paul says, ‘don't get hung 

up about times and seasons - that's not the point.  Just live your life in light of the fact that Christ is 

going to come back.  It's going to happen.’  

 

I've been watching the Christian church now for over 30 years and I cannot even count the number 

of dates that someone figured out for Christ's return that have come and gone.  Every time some 

self-proclaimed Bible scholar sets a date, there are hundreds and often thousands of foolish people 

with itching ears ready to listen and believe.  They wait with eager expectation - they quit their jobs 

(that apparently happened in Thessalonica - the second letter had to be written in part to correct that 

foolishness).  They sometimes do drastic things.  (The blue ribbon in that category probably belongs 

to the Millerites here in America, many of whom, in the nineteenth century, jumped off their roofs 

at the precise stroke of midnight on the appointed day so that they would already be in the air when 

the trumpet blew - (unfortunately the trumpet didn't sound.)  A decade or so ago, we passed one 

more teacher's certain date and there were three more projected dates within the next seven years 

after that (none of which happened, of course.)   

 

Christians, if you don't get anything else from our talk today, get this.  God is not interested in 

telling us when Christ will return - if He did we would certainly badly misuse the information.  He 

wants us to live in such a way that whenever Christ comes, we are ready.  That is what we mean 

when we talk about the ‘imminent return of Christ’.  He is coming soon, be ready.  (That old Puritan 

Richard Baxter's motto, was – “Let me live as though Christ died for me yesterday, rose for me this 

morning and is returning for me tomorrow”.   That's a New Testament perspective on the return of 

Christ!!) 

 

3. When Christ does return, all His saints, dead or alive, will be gloriously raised up and caught up to 

be with Him and will stay with Him then forever. 

 

4. The “parousia” (that is the Greek word which is used here and in other places to speak about the 

Lord's return) will come suddenly so that unbelievers will be unprepared.  Believers need to keep 

themselves in readiness so that they will not be surprised. 

 

5. The parousia will not occur until after the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is appearing 

- Paul is almost certainly talking about the one the Book of Revelation calls the Antichrist - and he 

says that one will set himself over God's temple. 
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6. The present work of the Holy Spirit is to restrain the influence of evil and of the Antichrist in our 

world.  The day will come when God removes that restraining influence.  At that point our world 

will be thrown into total chaos as evil runs its full course. 

 

These are the six main teachings in Paul's Thessalonian letters regarding the Second Coming of Christ. 

 

You are probably already aware that there are several major schools of thought with regard to the sequence 

of events surrounding Christ's return:   

 

Within the pre-millennial school of thought, (we'll deal with the idea of a millennium later when we study 

other passages that talk about it,) there are three major views.   

 

 There is a pre-tribulational view, which sees in these chapters a secret rapture of the church into 

heaven to be with Christ before the tribulation even begins.  When the restrainer (the Holy Spirit) is 

removed, the church is raptured - caught up into the clouds secretly, invisibly - and therefore spared from 

the wrath of God that is poured out upon the earth during the tribulation.   

 

 The mid-tribulational view also believes in a two-stage Second Coming for Christ - one stage when 

He comes for His saints and the other stage when He comes with His saints in victory.  But the mid-

tribulational view sees the rapture as occurring half-way through that tribulation period - after the church 

has suffered persecution at the hand of the Antichrist but before the wrath of God is poured out against the 

world, the church is raptured out.   

 

 Option number 3 is a post-tribulational view, which does not look for a two-stage coming with a 

secret rapture at the beginning of the seven-year tribulation period.  That tribulation period is understood to 

be “Daniel's 70th Week” - but we'll talk about that later - and a public descent to the earth with all the saints 

at the end of the period.  It all happens, they say, at once, and the church is on earth for the entire period of 

the tribulation - experiencing the wrath of the Antichrist, but shielded from the wrath of God, much like 

Israel in Egypt had to endure the wrath of Pharaoh, but was protected from the plagues that struck down the 

Egyptians. 

 

Those are the main views.  I do not believe that on the basis of Paul's Thessalonian letters alone you are 

going to be in much of a position to choose between them, but you may wish to keep these ideas in your 

mind as we encounter other Biblical texts that teach us about eschatology - the study of last things. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 22, DAY 4                    ACTS 19 and 20 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today you read Acts 19 and 20.  There are some other letters written 

by the Apostle Paul to the churches he established on that second missionary journey - he wrote for example 

to the church at Philippi - and there are two long letters to the believers in Corinth, where he spent 18 

months in ministry.  We will need, however, to leave a study of those epistles for a later time and come back 

to the Book of Acts to read the remainder of the Book, and look together at Paul's third missionary journey.   
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Today we became acquainted with the church to which the Apostle Paul saw fit to give the largest single 

piece of his life - the church in Ephesus.  In his farewell address to the leaders of the church, he says he 

spent three years laboring in their midst.  There are enough historical markers in the Book of Acts and in 

Paul's letters for us, to date this three-year period from the latter part of A.D. 52 to the year 55 A.D.  Now 

just to put this in perspective, Paul spent just about the same amount of time in Ephesus that Jesus did on 

His entire public ministry, but apart from a few suggestive remarks in the epistles, all we know about that 

three-year period is found in two to three pages of the book of Acts!  How I wish that Dr. Luke had been 

with Paul in Ephesus.  Then perhaps we would have a fuller account of what happened there.  As it is, 

however, what we do have is a series of four or five “snapshots” - eyewitness accounts - which Luke 

gleaned from Paul or Timothy, or one of the other disciples who were present. 

 

The first snapshot is in many ways the most interesting.  It certainly is the most perplexing, for it seems that 

upon arriving there in Ephesus, Paul discovered a group of people who, like Apollos at Corinth, had heard 

enough to make them disciples, but their knowledge and therefore their practice was seriously deficient.  

When Paul asked them if they received the Holy Spirit when they believed, their reply was that they had 

never heard of the Holy Spirit.  They had been baptized with John's baptism.  They were his followers, at 

least, but how much they knew about Jesus is an open question. When Paul explained the Gospel to them, 

and baptized them in the name of Jesus, they received the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues, and prophesied.  

Now, the importance of this passage ought to be immediately obvious.  If these were believers in Jesus 

Christ, who knew Christ as Savior, but did not have the Holy Spirit, we are presented with a theological 

problem that must be solved.  More than that, the fact that when they received the Holy Spirit they 

evidenced that fact by speaking in tongues, like the 120 on the day of Pentecost, is often urged by 

charismatic believers to be a solid bit of evidence proving that the gift of tongues is the proof of the filling 

of the Spirit.  There are even those who urge that, because in this instance Paul laid hands on them at the 

time of their “filling,” it therefore follows that the Holy Spirit can only be conferred by the laying on of 

hands.  

 

Maybe we should stop for a moment or two to sort some of this out.  Let me read you what one scholar, 

John Stott, has to say about Acts 19.  “If we now look carefully at the Acts 19...passage,…we shall not fail 

to observe that there is something unusual…The twelve men whom Paul met in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7) do 

not seem to have been Christians at all.  It is true that they are called “disciples” but the story reveals that 

they were actually disciples of John the Baptist.  It is true also that Paul asked them if they received the 

Holy Spirit when they believed (verse 2) indicating that he at first thought that they were believers.  But 

their reply to his question and what followed suggest that he was mistaken.  Note these points:  They had 

never even heard of the Holy Spirit (verse 2).  They had to be told that “the one who was to come” in whom 

John had told them to believe was in fact Jesus (verse 4) and Paul not only laid hands on them but first had 

to baptize them into the name of the Lord Jesus (verse 5).”  Stott continues, “Can those who have never 

heard of the Holy Spirit, nor been baptized into Christ, nor apparently believed in Him, be called Christians? 

 I think not.  These disciples of John certainly cannot be made typical of the average Christian believer 

today.” (1. J.R.W. Stott; The Baptism and Filling of the Holy Spirit; IVP; p. 19)  

 

There is just one remark that I would like to add to those I have just quoted from Dr. Stott, and that relates to 

the curious question that Paul asked these men.   It seems to me, at least, that the very question reveals that 

Paul was beginning to be concerned that something was not quite right with these “believers” in the first 

place.  I think this question, which is utterly unique to this one experience in this book or any other, was a 

diagnostic question.  Seeing that something was wrong, Paul went “fishing,” and he quickly discovered the 

problem.  If you'd like to do a bit more digging on this subject I will recommend a book on your study sheet 

for this week. 
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Snapshot #2 in Ephesus relates for us the expulsion of the Apostle Paul from the synagogue after about 

three months of teaching.  The synagogue authorities in Ephesus were apparently more generous than those 

in most other cities Paul visited.  Eventually, however, due to growing opposition, Paul was forced to 

remove his growing group of followers from the synagogue to the lecture hall of a local philosopher named 

Tyrannus.  In the Ephesian culture, there was, as in some of our hotter climates today, a practice of taking a 

daily siesta during the hot time of the day between late morning and mid-afternoon. While the rest of society 

rested, Paul taught on a daily basis.  If you spent more than two years listening to the Apostle Paul teach for 

up to five hours every day, you might learn some rather significant things and grow quickly to maturity in 

Christ.  It would appear that that is exactly what was happening!  I guess our ten minutes together each day 

isn't all that much of a trial after all! The key idea here, of course, is that a daily intake of the Word of God 

is critically important if we ever expect to accomplish mighty things for God! 

 

The third snapshot Luke gives us of that magnificent three-year period in Ephesus, has to do with the power 

encounters that were evoked between Paul and a society that was riddled with occult and magical practices. 

 Ephesus had a reputation as a center for the learning and practice of magic.  In the ancient world, Corinth 

was well known for its licentiousness, Ephesus for its occult practices.  To “corinthianize” was to commit 

fornication.  Documents containing spells, incantations, and magical formulas, however, were called 

“Ephesian letters.”  F.F. Bruce, in his excellent work on the life and thought of Paul says, “It was not 

unnatural that in such a setting Paul himself should be regarded as a magician of sorts:  kerchiefs and aprons 

which he wore while engaged in manual labor were taken and applied to various sick and possessed people 

and proved remarkably beneficial.  The virtue, naturally, did not reside in the pieces of cloth or leather but 

in the faith of those who used them as medicaments.” (2. F.F. Bruce; Paul, Apostle of the Heart Set Free; 

Eerdmans; 1978; p.292) It is against this backdrop that Luke tells the story of the seven sons of Sceva who 

tried to exorcise a demon in the name of “Jesus whom Paul proclaims.”  The story is almost comical in its 

proportion, but it emphasizes that the apostolic miracles that Paul preformed in Ephesus had a tremendous 

impact upon a supernaturally charged society.  Many magicians converted to Christianity and gave practical 

proof of the change in their lives by publicly divulging their secret spells (thus robbing them of any potency 

and by burning their ‘Ephesian letters’ which had a value of 50,000 drachmae). 

 

The fourth snapshot is of the disturbance that Demetrius and the idol makers initiated.  The accusation 

against Paul was that he was having an effect on the whole province of Asia!  (That can happen when you 

make a difference in the region's biggest city! - A fact that ought not to go unnoticed by us.)  Apparently 

Christianity was no good for the economy of Ephesus, at least for the economy of Demetrius!  There is one 

little detail that I want you to notice.  We are told the city clerk managed to quiet the crowd by telling them 

that if they had a grievance they ought to take it to the proconsuls.  That word is plural.  It is interesting, 

because there was only ever one proconsul at a time, but here the reference is plural! Is that a mistake?  Not 

at all.  It seems that shortly after the accession of Nero to the throne in A.D. 54, at the instigation of Nero's 

infamous mother Agrippina, Marcus Junius Silanus, who was the proconsul of Asia (and a great grandson of 

Augustus and therefore a threat to Nero) was poisoned.  Until he could be replaced, the proconsul's duties in 

Ephesus were being carried out by two men – Helius and Celer - the officials in charge of the emperor's 

private affairs in Asia.  Now, unless you were an incredibly astute observer of history, you would never get 

that right unless you were there yourself for the few months it took to replace Silanus.  Luke wasn't there, 

but he listened carefully to the people who were there.  That little remark places an incredible stamp of 

authenticity upon this account. 

 

The last two snapshots in chapter 20 come from Luke's own recollection, for it seems he re-joined Paul's 

traveling party for the trip back down to Jerusalem.  (1) The raising of Eutychus from the dead was a kind of 
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living parable of the entire Ephesian ministry.  (2) Paul's tear-filled farewell to the Ephesian elders at 

Miletus is a powerful testimony both for the discipler and the disciples.  What broke his heart was that he 

would never see these people again. 

 

We know that many other things happened in Ephesus.  While Paul was there churches were planted in 

other Asian cities like Colossae and Laodecia.  There is a lot of conjecture that Paul may have even 

undergone a short prison term or two while he was staying in Ephesus.  In II Corinthians 11:23-27, Paul 

talks about many imprisonments.  Since II Corinthians was written shortly after his Ephesus experience, one 

or more of those incarcerations may occurred during the period of time that Paul lived and church-planted in 

the city of Ephesus.   

 

This is Pastor Soper.  You have a great day today and I'll talk with you again tomorrow. 

 

 

 

WEEK 22, DAY 5                    ACTS 21 and 22 

 

Good morning.  This is Pastor Soper.  Today we finished Week 22 of Know the Word and you read Acts 

21-22, the account of Paul's trip back to Jerusalem and of his arrest and initial defense.  This section 

contains a number of interesting and instructive details.  Let's see if we can pull a few of them out of the 

text. 

 

Luke's description of their departure from the Ephesian elders is poignant - almost heart rending.  He says, 

“We had to tear ourselves away from them.”  What a testimony that is to the strength of the relationships 

that had been formed during the time that Paul has spent in Ephesus.  The thing that made it so difficult for 

them to part, of course, was that prophecy - that certainty that Paul had come to that he would never see 

them again.  What a wonderful joy it is to know that even when we have to part with people that we will 

never again see in the flesh, we will have eternity to spend with them. 

 

Luke records for us the route of their trip back toward Jerusalem but the real theme running through the 

narrative is that of Paul's determination to go to Jerusalem despite repeated prophecies and warnings that he 

would be imprisoned there and come into grave personal danger.  The reason for his determination to go 

there despite the threat of imprisonment or worse does not clearly emerge from the narrative of the Book of 

Acts.  It is, however, quite clear from the letters he wrote which can be dated to this period.  Paul's 

determination to go to Jerusalem was linked to a collection that he had been receiving from all the churches 

in Macedonia and Achaia.  It was a Jerusalem relief fund.  This is what professor Bruce says about this 

matter: “At an earlier stage in Paul's career, he and Barnabas had a meeting with the leaders of the Jerusalem 

church at which it was agreed that those two men who had already made a good beginning with the work of 

Gentile evangelization, should continue to prosecute it, while the Jerusalem leaders would concentrate their 

missionary activity on Jews.  The Jerusalem leaders added a special request that Barnabas and Paul should 

continue to remember “the poor” - a request that is best understood against the background of the famine 

relief that the church of Antioch had sent to the Jerusalem believers by the hands of Barnabas and Paul.  In 

reporting this request, Paul adds that this was a matter to which he himself paid special attention...he applied 

himself energetically to the organizing of a relief fund for Jerusalem from the churches of Galatia, Asia, 

Macedonia and Achaia. 

 

“We first learn about this fund from the instructions given to the Corinthian Christians in I Corinthians 

16...If Paul's instructions to his converts in Corinth had been carried out, then each householder among them 
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would have set aside a proportion of his income week by week for some twelve months, so that the church's 

contribution would have been ready to be taken to Jerusalem in the spring of the following year.” (1. F.F. 

Bruce; op. cit.; pp. 319-320.) We know that Paul badly wanted to visit Rome, but he told them that he could 

not come until he took care of the relief fund.  That's how big a burden this was for him. 

 

The threat of imprisonment or worse would not in any measure distract Paul from his purpose.  He was 

going to take that offering to Jerusalem. 

 

An interesting question arises at this point and it is simply this:  Should Paul have gone to Jerusalem or not? 

 Were those prophecies and warnings messages from God telling Paul not to go to Jerusalem?  A good many 

people think that they were and that Paul stubbornly persisted in his own purposes and thus ignored the 

warnings that God had given him.  That is an interesting question, isn't it, and I'm not sure we can answer it. 

 It is entirely possible that Paul was ignoring a word from God at this point and it could be that if Paul had 

heeded those prophecies and not gone to Jerusalem there may have been many, many more years of fruitful 

ministry for him.  We don't know.  This does, however, give us an opportunity to see that great old doctrine 

of divine providence that we saw working in the Old Testament lives of the patriarchs in action once again - 

this time in the life of a New Testament apostle.  It is a true life application of what Paul had already written 

though we have not yet had opportunity to read it - Romans 8:28, “For we know that in all things God works 

for the good of those who love him, the ones who have been called according to his purpose.” 

 

Was it a mistake for Paul to go to Jerusalem?  I'm not sure that I can answer that question but I can 

absolutely tell you that God overruled that mistake if indeed it was one and used it to bring great glory to 

Himself and to further the opportunities for witness and ministry that Paul had.  It was Paul's great desire to 

go to Rome to preach the gospel.  That was something that had been on his heart for many years.  He would 

have gone to Rome sometime after his visit to Jerusalem if he had been free.  He knew that was what God 

wanted him to do.  Because of his visit to Jerusalem, Paul went to Rome anyway - perhaps in a different 

way than he would have and with a good deal less freedom than he had first planned.  But Paul got to Rome 

and his impact upon that great city was felt.  All things really do work together for good to the ones that love 

God.  That's the doctrine of providence. 

 

We met some very interesting people today - the four daughters of Philip, the evangelist, for example.  They 

are certainly worth our attention.  They are women. They apparently played a rather prominent role in the 

church.  They had the gift of prophecy.  (We'll talk about that in a few minutes.)  For now, I simply want to 

underscore the fact that women in the New Testament were just as likely to be gifted as men - (theologically 

we know that, but practically in the evangelical church we have a tendency to deny that - or at least to 

suppress the fact that women are every bit as gifted as men.)  Paul himself has often been presumed to be 

anti-woman in his writings, at least with regard to ministry.  Paul's writings have on occasion been used to 

discourage women from any significant ministries in the church.  It is important to see that Paul was well 

acquainted with this family of female prophets.   

 

The other really interesting person who makes his appearance in our reading today is another prophet - a 

man named Agabus.  He too makes some dire prophecies about what will happen if Paul goes to Jerusalem - 

and dramatically acts them out as he takes Paul's own belt and ties himself up with it.  But Paul is not to be 

deterred.  He is determined to go to Jerusalem.   

 

The mention of Agabus here raises a number of interesting questions also.  Some of them are simply 

impossible to answer.  For example - how many prophets really were there in that New Testament church?  

Was this a very common phenomenon or was it relatively rare?  And what really did the prophets do?  Now 
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that is a question we do have something of an answer for.  You see, prophecy in the Biblical understanding 

of that term really has two specific functions.  The first, and this is something of an over-simplification but it 

is a useful one, is that of forth-telling.  A prophet was a person who heard from God and who communicated 

the message from God to the people of God in a manner that was faithful and authoritative - Forth-telling. 

Prophets were recognized as men and women, Philip's daughters, who were able to hear God in a very 

special way and to communicate the word of God.  That's a forth-telling function.  You didn't necessarily 

have anything to do with predicting the future.  It was simply a matter of saying to people, ‘this is what God 

says’. The Old Testament prophets were like that and so were the prophets who were functioning during the 

apostolic period.   

 

The second function of prophecy, of course, is that foretelling.  It also is hearing from God and delivering 

the message from God to the people of God but in this specific instance the message has something to do 

with something that hasn't happened yet - something that is still out there in the future - and that then is fore-

telling.  

 

Forth-telling, telling forth the Word of God, is the most important part of the prophetic role.  Agabus heard 

from God and he relayed to Paul and his companions the message that God had given him.   

 

I am sure that the leaders of the church in Jerusalem were both wonderfully pleased and greatly disturbed by 

the appearance of Paul in their city.  They were glad to see this man who had been used so mightily by God 

to win thousands of Gentiles to Christ.  And they were distraught at his presence because they knew of the 

potential it had for creating civil unrest.  Paul was a very controversial person.  Every single place he went, 

there was trouble.  It seemed to follow him like a little black cloud.  So powerful was his witness, so 

revolutionary were his methods, so single-minded was his purpose that everywhere he went he made 

wonderful, wonderful friends and terrible, terrible enemies.   

 

In order to quell some of the false rumors that had been spreading throughout the city of Jerusalem 

concerning Paul's ministry, he is encouraged by the leaders of the church to pay for the costs of the 

sacrifices for a number of people who have taken vows and are undergoing ritual cleansing.  Paul himself 

agrees to this and joins these men in their vows.  They apparently have taken Nazarite vows of some sort 

and Paul joins them in undergoing the rituals.   

 

One of Paul's great principles of ministry was that he wanted to be all things to all men, so that when he was 

in Athens he would stand on Mars Hill and debate philosophy with the Athenians, but when he was in 

Jerusalem he would think, eat, act and talk as much like a Jew as it was possible to do - follow all their rules 

- be a Jew so that he might win some Jews for Christ.  That is not hypocrisy.  It is not double-dealing. It is 

simply a matter of culturally acclimatizing yourself to the people whom you are trying to reach.  Paul would 

never compromise his principle.  He wasn't that kind of man.   

 

The rumor had been spreading that he had been telling Jews to not be circumcised and not keep the laws, 

which, of course, was very false.  He had only been saying to the Gentiles, it is not necessary for you to do 

these things in order to know Christ.  Well, the participation in that vow is what gets Paul into trouble in 

Jerusalem, for there are some Jews there from Asia who recognize him and who, having seen Gentiles with 

Paul in the city of Jerusalem, assume he has brought them into the temple quarters, something that was 

absolutely forbidden upon pain of death.  In fact, archaeologists have actually uncovered a sign from the 

Temple area telling Gentiles to stay away lest they fall under the penalty of death.  Assuming that Paul has 

these Gentiles with him in the temple quarters, they begin to shout and scream, and a riot ensues.  Paul is 

rescued from the mob, which is intending to kill him by the Roman centurions who are on duty outside the 
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temple. 

 

Chapter 22 contains for us a wonderful account of Paul's testimony.  We will have opportunity to read other 

similar accounts in these last few chapters of the Book of Acts as Paul is continually called upon to tell his 

story.  It is a great opportunity for us to glean some extra details about that conversion experience and about 

Paul's life with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

One last thing before we close this morning relates to the fact of Paul's Roman citizenship.  We have seen 

before, as in Philippi, when the discovery of the fact that Paul was a Roman citizen, completely changed the 

way in which the authorities were about to deal with him.  That is also so here in Jerusalem when the 

centurion discovers that Paul is a Roman citizen.  He completely changes the way he is about to treat him 

and seeks further advice.  You don't put Roman citizens who haven't been tried and convicted in chains. The 

citizenship that Paul had in Rome was a tremendously important tool for him in his proclamation of the 

gospel and is in fact a key for all that will happen to him in the remaining chapters of the Book of Acts. 

 

This is Pastor Soper.  Thank you for spending this week with me.  I trust you will have a great weekend and 

I'll talk with you again on Monday. 

 

 


