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WEEK 2, DAY 1 GENESIS 12, 13 

 

This is a very important week for us, not only because the material we will cover is so critical to any 

understanding of the rest of Scripture, but also because this is our second week of regular daily Bible study. 

I pray that God will give you the desire to stay with it. Within another week or so, you will establish a strong 

habit that will be hard to break. 

 

Today you read Genesis 12 and 13, and you entered the second major section of the book. Chapters 1 to 11 

focused on four major events: Creation, Fall, Flood, and Babel. Chapters 12 to 50 will focus on four major 

people: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. The first section was universal in scope, dealing with the big 

picture of how the world came to be, how sin began to enter into the human race, and how the nations were 

formed. The focus was on general revelation, available through creation to the whole human race. The story 

was told without much detail. We really don’t know much about even the most important people in the 

accounts, such as Adam and Eve, or Noah. (What was Noah’s wife’s name, and how did she feel about 

building an ark? We just don't know!) Nor do we know much about Enoch, a great man of faith, and most of 

the tiny bit we do know about him comes from Hebrews and Jude in the New Testament. 

 

This all changes when we get to chapter 12. The scope here is no longer universal. Now it is particular, and 

we become almost intimate with Abraham (at least by comparison). No longer is the whole human race 

Moses’ primary interest; now he limits the focus to just one man so that he can show us how the nation of 

Israel began and how, through just one man, God is going to bless the entire race of human beings. The 

emphasis also switches from general revelation to special revelation.  

 

Special revelation, as you may remember from our discussion of Psalm 19 last week, comes from God to a 

limited number of people (sometimes only one) and contains information that is not available purely from 

observing God’s more general revelation in creation. God’s special revelation came to Abram in the city of 

Ur; out of that call, the nation of Israel was born, and the progress of redemption took a giant leap forward. 

 

Why did God choose Abram? Why not Terah, his father? Why not someone else who lived two streets away 

in the same city? If you know the answer to that question, you know a lot more than I do, because the Bible 

never answers it. God chose Abram, but he never says why—although we know it had something to do with 

grace! We are not even sure that Abram was a worshipper of the Lord before the call came. We do know 

that he came from an idolatrous family and that when they left Ur, they took the household gods with them 

(Joshua 24 tells us that). It’s certainly true that Abram, like Noah before him, responded to the grace of God 

with faith and obedience (Hebrews 11 makes that clear, as does the Genesis account itself). But it is 

important to acknowledge that only the grace of God stands behind the call of Abram—that and nothing 

more.  

 

This is important because it relates to a more personal question. Why did God choose you? Why was your 

life arranged in such a way that you would be exposed to the Gospel and given many opportunities to 

respond to Christ? Did you deserve that privilege more than others? Did you earn it by some wonderful act 

of goodness? Of course not! For you, as for Abram and Noah, the answer can only be grace. As the classic 

hymn says, “ ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace those fears relieved.” 

 

Let’s note some other key ideas in chapters 12 and 13. First, think about the promise God made to Abram: “I 

will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 
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be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2–3). Now, we don’t know exactly when God promised Abram all this, 

but Abram was 75 years old when, in obedience to the call, he left Haran to find the Promised Land. That 

could not have been an easy thing to do! Nevertheless, in that experience, the theme of the rest of Abram’s 

life has been established. He has been blessed to be a blessing to others. Remember that phrase, because it 

will serve as a wonderful theme, not only for Abram’s life but for the rest of us as well. Why did God call 

you? He called you out of his wonderful grace so that he could bless you in order to make you a blessing to 

others. 

 

The story of the famine that caused Abram to go into Egypt, and of his foolish plan to protect himself by 

claiming that his wife Sarah was really his sister, serves as a sobering reminder to us that the call of God 

(which will be for us, as it was for Abram, a call to separate ourselves from things we love dearly, and a call 

to unwavering obedience simply because God has spoken) will always be followed by testing. The purpose 

of the test is to determine how committed we are to the call and how much we are willing to trust God. 

Abram obeys God by going to Canaan; then he is tested as to how much he is willing to rely on God. 

Apparently for Abram at this particular point in his life, the answer was “not enough.” I can identify with 

Abram in this, and I am sure you can too. 

 

So far, Abram’s walk of faith is just like ours. He hears the call of God, which comes as a wonderful call of 

grace. Then, after his initial obedience, there is a failure (in this case a big failure), born of a lack of 

complete trust in God. What happens next is important to us. God intervenes to rescue Abram from the 

awful situation into which he has placed himself. (He does that with us too, right?) Then Abram goes back 

to the beginning—back to Bethel, the house of God, where he had started with God in Canaan—back to 

square one, if you will. There he starts over again. He reestablishes his relationship with God and starts 

obeying again. (Maybe some of us need to stop for a moment at this point and get back to Bethel ourselves!) 

Just as God tested Abram in some areas of his life to see how much he would trust the Lord, so he may be 

testing us. 

 

We learned today as well that Abram did not go into the Promised Land alone; he took his nephew Lot with 

him and they prospered greatly, so much so that the land could not easily support both of them with their 

ever-growing herds of sheep and livestock. Abram solved that problem by offering Lot the first choice as to 

which part of the country he wanted. Lot, knowing full well that the city of Sodom was not a good place for 

his family, chose that portion of the land anyhow because it was prosperous. The plains were well-watered, 

his flocks would grow greatly there, and he would become even wealthier than he was.   

      

Note two things about this incident. First, Abram was no loser when he allowed Lot to have the first choice. 

God’s way for us is to always esteem others as more important than ourselves. Lot took what he thought 

was the best land, but God blessed Abram. Immediately after this, God told Abram to look up and see 

everything he could in all directions. “Look at it,” God said. “I’m giving it to you. It’s yours.” In God’s 

economy, when we give preference to others, we are never the losers. 

 

Second, Lot apparently voted with his pocketbook alone. And he did end up being the loser several times 

over before the story ended. Lot went to live near Sodom—remember that—because that’s where the good 

money was. Abram built an altar to the Lord at Hebron. And Abram was the one who got the blessing! 

 

WEEK 2, DAY 2 GENESIS 14, 15, 16 

 

Today you read Genesis 14–16. The small walled cities of the valley of Sodom now lie, as best as we can 
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determine, under the present-day waters of the southern extension of the Dead Sea. The four kings 

mentioned in the account would have been the overlords of larger and fairly distant cities near Ur, where 

Abram had been born, and up into the area of Mesopotamia. Though we cannot positively identify all of 

them from presently known historical documents, some of the names of those kings are known from 

extrabiblical sources, and all of them are consistent with what we know of the culture of that time. Most 

probably, the military campaign of chapter 14 had something to do with the non-payment of tribute money, 

which kings of larger city-states always demanded from the smaller ones. Apparently, by joining forces, the 

cities of the plain thought that they could defeat the greedy overlords, and Lot got caught in the middle. 

Notice one tiny but significant fact in this account. Genesis 14:12 tells us that Lot was living in Sodom, 

whereas back in chapter 13 we read that he pitched his tent near Sodom. Now he is living inside Sodom! 

Remember that—we will come back to this point later in the week. 

 

On hearing the plight of his wayward nephew, Abram immediately rushes to his aid by marching north with 

a private army of 318 men. While that may not sound like a huge force, anyone who maintains a private 

army of more than 300 people is rather substantial in terms of wealth. God has already blessed Abram 

exceedingly. 

 

Two words used in chapter 14 are worth noting. In verse 13, Abram is called “Abram the Hebrew.” That's 

the first time the word Hebrew is ever used in the Bible, although a related word, Eber, appears back in 

chapter 10 in the Table of Nations. Abram is now “the Hebrew.” The second interesting word is the one 

translated “trained men” in verse 14. That word is used only here in Scripture, but has been discovered in a 

few other ancient manuscripts where it clearly means “armed retainers.” 

  

By far the most interesting aspect of chapter 14, though, is the appearance of this mysterious king of Salem, 

Melchizedek, “the priest of God Most High”—El Elyon in Hebrew. Write down this name in your notebook 

under the names of God. Melchizedek means “king of righteousness,” and Salem is in all probability what 

would later be called Jerusalem. Melchizedek was the king of righteousness who dwells in the City of 

Peace. And still more interestingly, Melchizedek is both king and priest, a combination of offices never 

found anywhere else in the Bible except with reference to the Messiah. Furthermore, Abram gives him a 

tithe (this is the first biblical mention of that concept, which we will have more occasions to talk about). 

Melchizedek would simply be something of a curiosity were it not for two other passages of Scripture. 

Psalm 110, a messianic psalm, indicates that the Messiah will be a priest “after the order of Melchizedek” 

(v. 4)—a priest and a king all at once. (To further investigate the concept of king and priest wrapped up in 

one, you might also want to check Zechariah 6:12ff.) The other passage that mentions Melchizedek occurs 

in Hebrews 7, where we are told that Melchizedek was “without father or mother, without genealogy, 

without beginning of days or end of life” (that is a very interesting phrase), and that “like the Son of God he 

remains a priest forever” (Hebrews 7:3). 

 

At the very least, Melchizedek, the priest-king to whom Abram offered his tithes, is a type of the Lord Jesus 

Christ—that is, a representation or figure appearing earlier in the progress of revelation that points toward 

and helps us to recognize and understand the later reality. 

 

But some people believe that he is more than just a type. They interpret the mysterious appearance of 

Melchizedek as a theophany or, more technically, a christophany—a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus 

Christ himself. If this is so, then Jesus’ words to the Jews in John 8:56 become especially meaningful. He 

told them, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 

 

Whether Melchizedek is a type of Christ or an actual pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord of glory, it is 

important to recognize in this passage that the work of Christ did not begin in a manger in Bethlehem. He 
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was at work in the drama of redemption from the very beginning of time. 

 

I want you to notice a few other things in chapter 15. First, note Abram’s preoccupation with the promises 

of God and his tendency to try to help God fulfill those promises. God promised Abram posterity—he 

would be the father of many nations—but Abram did not yet have a son and time was marching on. He was 

probably about 80 years old when the events of chapter 15 occurred. The problem wasn’t that Abram didn’t 

believe God’s promise—on the contrary, he believed it passionately—but that Abram had a penchant for 

trying to do God’s work for him. I believe that many of us often have a similar tendency. 

 

In chapter 15, Abram has this bright idea: he is going to adopt Eliezer of Damascus and make him his legal 

heir. But God says, “No, Abram, that’s not what I have in mind.” Then, in chapter 16, Sarah gets the even 

brighter (and much more disastrous) idea offering Hagar, her handmaid, to Abram. Before you condemn 

Abram too vociferously, you need to understand that both of these practices were widely accepted in the 

ancient world. Everything depended on having an heir, so adopting a servant and using a fertile slave to 

substitute for an infertile marriage partner were both common. So God has to say again, “Abram, that wasn’t 

what I had in mind either. Get this into your head: I don’t need your help!” 

 

We need to get that thought into our heads too. God doesn’t need our help. He often does his work through 

us and is pleased to grant us the privilege of becoming his instruments, but he doesn’t need us! Abram had 

to learn that God is big enough, even when there is no possible means of human intervention, to keep his 

word. He always does! You might want to take inventory of your own life today by asking a simple 

question: Are there areas in which I am trying to help God do his work in a way that is inappropriate, or in a 

way that shows I am trying to do his work for him? Abram found that trying to do God’s work for him led 

only to frustration, and if you go down that path, you will too.  

 

Hagar’s son Ishmael was born when Abram was 86 years old, but he was not the promised heir. God took 

care of Ishmael and Hagar because God is the “God who sees me” (Gen. 16:13). That is another name of 

God. 

 

The second thing I want you to note in chapter 15 is the covenant that God makes with Abram. This is the 

second major covenant in the book of Genesis. Note first that God initiates the covenant—it is his idea. 

God’s role as initiator is emphasized by the fact that Abram is asleep when the covenant is actually 

confirmed. God alone passes between the sacrifices. Next, the covenant contains unconditional promises 

about the number of Abram’s offspring. Third, it is initiated by a ritual ceremony that involves the shedding 

of sacrificial blood. Fourth, Abram is terrified. We will observe similar responses of terror repeatedly as 

people in the Bible encounter the real presence of a holy God. Anyone who gets too cozy in the presence of 

God is probably not encountering the God of Abram or Moses or Isaiah or Peter or John. 

 

Genesis 15:6 tells us, “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” You will find 

this message echoed in Galatians 3, Hebrews 11, and Romans 4. All three of these New Testament passages 

make it clear that the way of salvation has always been by grace through faith, just as it is for you and me 

today.   

 

Finally, God told Abram that the Hebrew people would be slaves in a country that was not their own for 400 

years. He told them why: “For the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:16). 

God was giving the people who lived in the Promised Land time to repent. Just like the people in Noah’s 

day, they didn’t use the time for the purpose for which it was given. That is true today as well. God never 

brings judgment upon a nation without first giving it ample opportunity to repent. This is America’s time! 
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WEEK 2, DAY 3 GENESIS 17, 18 

 

Today you read Genesis 17 and 18. I want you to reflect on seven things from these chapters. 

 

1. The conversation between God and Abram regarding circumcision and the birth of a son occurred when 

Abram was 99 years old. When Ishmael was born, Abram was 86 years old. It may very well be that Abram 

had to wait 13 long years after Ishmael’s birth before his next direct encounter with God. 

 

Sometimes, when I read the Bible, I think about how great it would be to have God speak directly to me as 

he did to Abram or Isaiah or Elijah, but that kind of relationship also had a downside since God, not Abram, 

always initiated the contact. Communication came only at special times, often with long periods of time 

between them. For 13 years after Abram tried to help God fulfill the promise, he had to wait patiently. 

Apparently, to his credit, he had learned to wait. 

 

Contrast that with your situation. Because you have the written Word of God (Abram didn’t) and the 

wonderful miracle of the indwelling Holy Spirit, you do not need to simply wait patiently for God to decide 

when to talk to you. You can read his Word every day and speak with him any time you wish. What do you 

think Abram would have given for access like that? The really crazy thing is that you and I don’t really 

appreciate this privilege, not as much as we ought. 

 

2. God uses yet another name for himself in this encounter with Abram. This time he says, “I am God 

Almighty” or El Shaddai (Genesis 17:1). Each time God uses a new name, he tells his people something 

more about himself. This name, El Shaddai, is one that God uses particularly in connection with revelation 

to the patriarchs, the fathers of the Old Testament. It appears 31 times in the book of Job alone. 

 

It doesn't take too much thought to understand why God would choose to emphasize his omnipotence (that 

is, his ability to do absolutely anything) by calling himself “God Almighty” in Genesis 17. If you, like 

Abram, were just about to turn 100 years of age and your wife was 90 years old, and if God were to say that 

you are going to have a son, what would you need to remember? You would need to remember that God is 

omnipotent and that he can keep a promise like that, even when you are 100 years old! Think for a moment 

about the situations in your life that can be addressed only by El Shaddai, God Almighty. 

 

3. Chapter 17 contains an expansion of the Abrahamic covenant. The covenant was previewed for Abram in 

chapter 12, was actually cut by God in chapter 15, and is now further clarified in this passage. Perhaps this 

staging of the covenant’s elements was a way of reminding Abram constantly that the covenant was the 

focal point of his entire life. Unless we understand this covenantal focus, we cannot properly understand the 

life of Abram or, for that matter, very much else in the Old Testament. In this passage, the gift of land to 

Abram is confirmed and the responsibility of the covenant recipient is underscored. The covenant is 

unconditional—it is all of grace—but it does require something of Abram. God expects that, as a result of 

the grace conferred on Abram, he will “walk before me and be blameless” (Genesis 17:1). Once again, there 

is a strong parallel between Abram and us. We too are the recipients of a wonderful covenant based on the 

free grace of God. And just as there was the command to Abram, “Walk before me and be blameless,” so 

God’s Word says to us now, “Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). 

 

At this point, God gives Abram a sign of the covenant: circumcision. It is a physical sign on his body of the 

invisible grace that God has bestowed on the one who has entered into a covenantal relationship with him. 

The sign is not the thing that saves, but an outward visible mark testifying to an inward spiritual 

relationship. The New Testament draws a direct parallel between circumcision, the sign of the Old 
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Testament covenant, and baptism, the sign of the new covenant. Also, Abram’s name is now changed from 

Abram, “exalted Father,” to Abraham, “the father of many.”  

  

4. Whereas Abraham’s earlier encounter with Melchizedek may have been a theophany (or a direct 

encounter with a physical manifestation of God himself), chapter 18 clearly contains one of these very 

special experiences. It simply says, “The Lord appeared to Abraham” (Genesis 18:1). And the Lord said, “I 

will return to you at the appointed time next year” (Genesis 18:14). Chapter 19 tells us that two of those 

three visitors were angels. We are left to infer that the third was none other than the Lord himself. 

 

5. It is in God’s heart to reveal his plan to Abraham. “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” 

(Genesis 18:17). What an astonishing question! Everything in Scripture points to the fact that our God 

reveals himself and his plans to those who truly seek his heart. The whole of Scripture is a communication 

of his heart to ours, to tell us not only what he has done in Christ to redeem us, but also his plan for us, for 

the nations, and for the entire creation. To be sure, God does not tell us everything that is going to happen. If 

he did, we would not be able to bear it. But he does tell us all we need to know. If we need wisdom from 

him on a personal level, we have an open invitation: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 

gives generously to all … and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). 

 

6. Abraham actually negotiates with God in one of the most remarkable prayers ever recorded. “Lord,” he 

pleads, “your character is one of mercy and justice. If there are 50 righteous people in Sodom, will you still 

destroy it? What if there are only 40 … 30 … 20 … 10?” Abraham’s boldness in pleading with the Lord is 

absolutely astonishing, and God nowhere rebukes him for it. In fact, Abraham’s prayer stands as a model for 

us. I wonder: if God announced today that he was finally going to judge some great city for its wickedness, 

would we have the spirit of Abraham, or would we stand cheering in the wings? Abraham’s heart of 

compassion had him pleading for the lives of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. I wonder what would 

happen if God’s people began to intercede for the great cities of our day as Abraham interceded for Sodom. 

 

7. A small number of righteous people can have a mighty preserving influence on the society around them. 

Sodom and Gomorrah did not survive (as we will discover in tomorrow’s reading), but God agreed that they 

would have been spared for the sake of just ten righteous men. As we look at our society with increasing 

discouragement, never forget that we have been called by Christ to be the salt of the earth. Salt exercises a 

preserving influence on the meat around it; similarly, just a few righteous people can make a mighty 

difference. For the sake of just ten righteous men, God would have spared the civilization of Sodom and 

Gomorrah.  

 

WEEK 2, DAY 4 GENESIS 19; PSALM 1 

 

We read a terrible chapter in Genesis today, along with a wonderful psalm. Did you see the connection 

between them? 

 

Genesis 19 is one of the low points of Scripture. In fact, Martin Luther, one of history’s greatest students of 

this book, refused to allow this chapter ever to be read aloud in his presence. I probably won’t read it as a 

Scripture lesson on Sunday morning either, but for all its sordidness, I am glad it is here for us. The Bible is 

a book of real history. It doesn’t just tell wonderful stories of the saints who had it all together and who 

walked from victory to victory with the Lord. It also tells the sometimes very sordid stories of the men and 

women who failed, slipped, and fell short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), and these too are here for our 

benefit. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
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righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). There are several significant lessons here for us this morning, and if we 

ignore them, we do so to our own great peril.  

 

First, we need to recognize that Lot was a genuine believer. He was not an unbelieving pagan trailing along 

behind Abraham, a wolf in sheep’s clothing, just looking for an opportunity to break free and rebel against 

God. The Lot whom we meet in Genesis 12 doesn’t appear to be the same man we find in chapter 19, but in 

many ways he is. I know this because in the New Testament, Peter devotes a few verses, under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to talking about Lot (2 Peter 2:7ff). He says that what Lot had to live with in 

Sodom was a terrible burden to him because Lot was a righteous man. He knows that we might have trouble 

believing that, so he tells us three times in two verses that Lot was righteous.  

 

Lot was a believer. He started out where Abram was and began with all the best of intentions, but something 

went badly wrong. It’s not very difficult to figure out what happened. Lot made many bad choices and 

ended up reaping the bitter harvest of them. Paul says, “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 

reaps what he sows” (Galatians 6:7). That is just as true for Christians as it is for pagans. God does forgive 

us when we ask for forgiveness, but whatever we plant in the gardens of our lives, we are going to grow—

and the crop that Lot planted was a bad one. 

 

When we read Genesis 13 and 14, I asked you to note that when Lot left Abram, he chose to pitch his tents 

near Sodom; that is, he went to live in the vicinity of Sodom. I believe that when Lot went down there he 

was thinking to himself, “I’ll never let myself be dragged down by those pagans. Their lifestyle is 

despicable; I won’t be influenced by them.” The Bible makes it very clear that Lot’s choice was motivated 

primarily by economic considerations. He saw how prosperous the area was and saw how he could profit if 

he pastured his flocks on those well-watered plains. “I’ll live near them,” he thought, “but they won’t 

change me.” 

 

The next time we read about Lot is in chapter 14, when Abram was organizing a rescue party because his 

nephew Lot was living in Sodom and had been taken hostage in a hostile military operation. (By the way, 

when Abram rescued Lot, God was giving Lot the perfect opportunity to wake up and move out of Sodom. 

God always gives believers on the wrong road opportunities to turn around and retrace their steps. But Lot 

didn’t take this opportunity. Maybe he didn’t even see it.) 

 

Then we come to chapter 19. The angels, whose mission was to rescue Lot and his family and then destroy 

Sodom and Gomorrah, came to Sodom. And where did they find Lot? He was not only living in Sodom, but 

sitting in the gate. That’s significant because the city gate was where official business was conducted and 

the people who sat there were the civic leaders, the town officials. Lot was now a recognized leader in 

Sodom, a dubious distinction if I ever heard one! First, he pitched his tent near Sodom; then he moved into 

the town; then he ran for public office there. What a progression! This is why I asked you to read Psalm 1 

this morning. “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of 

sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.” Each verb—walk, stand, sit—is increasingly more sedentary. What did 

Lot do? He pitched his tent near Sodom; he went to live in Sodom; then he sat at the city gates. He settled 

into this wicked place. Do you see the parallel here? Lot did exactly what the Psalm warns us not to do, and 

he paid a bitter price for it. (We'll come back to Psalm 1 shortly.) 

 

Here’s my point. Lot wasn’t strong enough to survive all by himself in the hostile, wicked environment of 

Sodom. When he chose Sodom in chapter 13, he cut himself off from the most godly influence in his life 

and voluntarily exchanged it for the most ungodly. From that point on, the result was absolutely predictable. 

May I gently suggest to you that you and I are not any stronger than Lot; we too need a godly support 

system. There may be times when God calls believers to go it absolutely alone because he has work for 
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them to do in a place with no other Christians. If he ever calls you to that kind of experience, then you may 

be certain that he will give you all the supernatural strength you need to sustain yourself. But if you choose 

that experience for yourself as Lot did, if you choose to walk away from other Christians who could and 

would be God’s ministers to you, then I need to tell you quite bluntly that you will be choosing failure and 

ruin for your life. You won’t make it; you will fail; it is absolutely predictable. 

 

Perhaps your church has a lot of new people, and that’s wonderful. But perhaps also, there are a lot of 

people missing who, not too long ago, were there with you. What has happened? Sometimes the answer is 

the same as with Lot in Genesis 19. The results may not be quite as extreme, but they are just as tragic: 

having no support system spells disaster. If all you ever do is come to a worship service with some other 

people on Sunday morning, my guess is that sooner or later you’ll disappear. Just like Lot, we need a 

support system of fellow believers who will encourage us, nurture us, and hold us accountable. When Lot 

gave up his support system, he got into big trouble. If you choose not to develop a lifeline of fellow 

believers, you may very well live, as Lot did, to regret it. 

 

Lot’s failure was progressive, as we have seen; it was also extensive. Do you see how fuzzy Lot’s thinking 

had become by the time the angels came to push him out of Sodom? The unruly mob of Sodom wanted to 

brutalize and sodomize Lot’s guests. (Oh, by the way, these angels were traveling incognito; Hebrews 13:2 

says they still travel that way!) The men of the city wanted to use Lot’s guests; he wanted to protect them. 

And here was his idea of a viable solution: “Look, I have two daughters … let me bring them out to you” 

(Genesis 19:8). Do you see how far wrong the thinking of Lot, the righteous man, has gone? How could he 

possibly think that was a solution?! It is thought by some that William Thackeray, the English poet, once 

penned this line: “Sow a thought and you reap an action; sow an action and you reap a habit; sow a habit 

and you reap a character; sow a character and you reap a destiny.” Christian, be careful of your choices. 

 

Genesis 19 also reflects the scriptural understanding of homosexuality as not an acceptable lifestyle in the 

eyes of God. It was not for homosexuality alone that Sodom and Gomorrah were judged, but that certainly 

was part of the package.  

 

To conclude, I want to direct your attention back to Psalm 1. What a contrast there is in this psalm of 

blessing! All by itself, it could occupy us for more than a day, but note the marked contrast between the way 

of the righteous and the way of the ungodly. The Psalmist emphasizes two keys and an ultimate result. The 

keys he mentions are the associations we keep, especially the people who form the inner core of our 

friendship circles, and the role of the Word of God in our lives. Without that support group, and lacking that 

focus, Lot fell, but with them we can stand. A small group of Christians who will nurture you and disciple 

you, and a clear focus on the Word of God—that is what Psalm 1 prescribes for a life of blessedness. And 

with that, it says, “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season … whatever 

he does prospers” (Psalm 1:3). 

 

WEEK 2, DAY 5 GENESIS 20, 21, 22 

 

Today you read Genesis 20–22. This is a good time for a quick review. The book of Genesis has two 

divisions. The first part, Genesis 1–11, tells about four events: Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the Tower 

of Babel. The key people were Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, and Noah. Its scope was universal; the 

emphasis was on general revelation and its purpose was to give us a broad overview of the events from the 

creation of the world to the time of Abram. Genesis 12–50, the second section, is different. The focus here is 

on four people—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph—and nearly one-third of this section is devoted to the 
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life of Abraham. The key to Abraham’s life is the covenant, and the key to Abraham’s understanding of the 

covenant is the promise of an heir through whom he will become the father of many—as many as there are 

stars in the sky or grains of sand on a beach—and through whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

If there is a phrase that captures the essence of Abraham’s life, it might well be “blessed to be a blessing.”  

 

When you were in school, did you ever take a test and fail it miserably? I remember one time when my 

whole class failed miserably. I’m not sure why we all failed, but the teacher decided to let us take the test 

again. That was a wise choice, because the object of the exercise was to help us learn. Well, in Genesis 20, 

Abraham, the friend of God, gets a retest. (The first test was in chapter 12, when Abram and Sarah went 

down to Egypt and Abram claimed that Sarah was his sister.) It turns out in chapter 20 that Abraham wasn’t 

completely lying! In accordance with an acceptable practice in Old Testament times, Abram had married his 

half-sister, so he thought, “In a jam, I can just say she’s my sister.” That wasn’t an acceptable solution, 

however. “I told the truth—I just didn’t tell all the truth” was not an explanation that God was buying, and it 

surely didn’t do Sarah any good!  The issue back in chapter 12 was one of trust. Abraham was in a tough 

situation and afraid of what might happen; unable or unwilling to trust God, he lied, creating a much more 

dangerous problem. That is what usually happens when we try to figure out a way to extricate ourselves 

from situations without trusting God.  

 

Since he failed the test of trust the first time he took it, God arranged a retest for our patriarchal father … 

and he failed it again! (By the way, Sarah must have been a very beautiful woman. As nearly as I can figure, 

she was about 65 years old on the first trip to Egypt, when Abraham lied to Pharaoh. This time, in the 

incident with Abimelech, she was nearly 90! Either Sarah was an exceptional beauty or Abraham was a 

hopeless neurotic. Forgive my digression!) Anyway, there are certain important lessons that God wants us to 

learn. In some cases, everything God wants to do (in our lives, in the lives of our families, and in our 

ministries) depends upon us learning those lessons. He will put us into just the right circumstances to test 

whether or not we’ve learned them, and if we fail the test, he’ll give us a retest. Abraham failed the retest! 

 

I’m fairly certain that you have failed a few tests in your day. I suspect that some of them were on the same 

subject with which Abraham had such a difficult time—trusting God. But have you ever failed the exact 

same test twice? Be honest! If you’re like me, the answer is yes. Here’s the good news. God is so patient that 

he keeps on working with you (and on you). He’s not going to give up even though you’ve failed the test 

twice or more. Abraham failed the same test twice, but he did learn the lesson. We know that, because 

Genesis 22 contains a second retest. This time the stakes are much higher. And this time Abraham passes 

with flying colors! The incident on Mt. Moriah shows that Abraham blessed God for those two awful 

humiliating encounters with Pharaoh and Abimelech, because it was out of those failures that he had learned 

to trust God! 

 

Let us pause here to reflect on the value of reading the Bible as we are doing it in this program. Without the 

discipline of consecutive reading, as we are doing here, I would not have seen the connection between 

Abraham’s two recorded failures and his great victory of faith on the day when he said to Isaac, “God 

himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son” (Genesis 22:8), reasoning “that God could 

raise the dead” (Hebrews 11:19). Abraham had learned through his failures to trust God completely. But I 

would never have made the connection if I hadn’t been reading the Bible in this way. Would you have ever 

noticed it? Probably not. Will learning this make a difference in your life? I think so! I really believe that 

this disciplined approach to Bible study will absolutely revolutionize us. I began this series of studies with a 

hope and a prayer that it would change your life. I have already discovered that it’s changing mine.  

 

You might want to stop here to think and pray about what lessons God is trying to teach you. If you don’t 

learn them, you will keep getting placed into those uncomfortable retests; but more importantly, if you don’t 
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learn them, you’ll never get to experience the great victories of faith into which God wants to lead you. 

Abraham failed again and again, but he learned. Abraham had to wait many years, at least a quarter-century, 

before God fulfilled his promise and blessed him with the birth of Isaac. Could it be that Abraham himself 

was the cause of the delay? Until Abraham finally learned to trust God with his own life and with Sarah’s 

life, he could never be willing to trust God with Isaac’s life. I wonder what great blessings we have not yet 

received just because we still haven’t learned a certain lesson that God wants to teach us. 

 

We need to spend a little time with the account in chapter 22 of that greatest test, the one Abraham did pass 

with flying colors. Some Bible scholars see this account as a type, or symbolic prefiguring, of Christ’s death. 

At the very least, there are some striking parallels. We are not sure of the exact location of Mt. Moriah, but 

from the geographical locators in the text, it is probably in the vicinity of the city of Jerusalem. Many have 

guessed that Moriah and Golgotha (the mountain on which Jesus was crucified) are one and the same. What 

is much more certain is that God was asking Abraham to sacrifice his dearly loved son, the son of promise, 

and that Abraham could not have understood the reason for this. It seemed incredible, reprehensible, and 

totally out of the character of God; but Abraham had learned to trust God even with the life of the son of 

promise upon whom everything else clearly depended. As I already noted, Hebrews 11 tells us that 

Abraham was thinking that, if it were necessary, God would raise Isaac from the dead. Abraham’s response 

to Isaac, “God himself will provide the lamb,” and his promise to the servants, “We will worship and then 

we will come back to you” (Genesis 22:5, 8), are indicators of the strength of Abraham’s fully matured 

faith. 

 

Why would God ask such a thing of Abraham even if he never intended to carry it through? Perhaps it was 

to prove to Abraham that he had now mastered the test of trust. Perhaps it was to share his own heart with 

Abraham, the friend of God, so that one man would have experienced in some incomplete way what God 

would experience when he sent his own Son as a sacrifice for the sins of humanity. Perhaps it was also to 

provide a marker on the road of redemption that would never be fully understood until after Jesus’ great act, 

but which could then be read as a clear testimony that the death of Jesus Christ upon a hill called Golgotha 

was always in the plan of God, who would himself provide a lamb for the sacrifice. 

 

This message is captured in another very revealing name of God that is disclosed here: Jehovah Jireh or 

“the Lord our provider” (Genesis 22:14). 

 


