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 Matthew, in his gospel and particularly in Matthew 24:1-31, develops for the reader 

several different doctrines to be grasped by every believer. One large doctrine that Matthew 

fleshes out in his gospel is the doctrine of eschatology, and especially within Matthew 24:1-31. 

Matthew, however, to explain the fullness of Jesus’ eschatology had to begin with the questions 

the disciples had based off the words and deeds of Christ within the gospel of Matthew. We can 

read into Jesus answers to see the full scope of the disciple’s questions and in it, Matthew reveals 

the eschatology of Jesus, and instructs us on our need for readiness as it pertains to the second 

advent of Christ. 

 It would be prudent and correct, to begin with a definition of eschatology, so that when 

we uncover the depth of Christ’s eschatology, there is a working knowledge of the specific 

doctrinal definition. According to Millard Erickson, “As the derivation of the word indicates, 

eschatology has traditionally meant the study of the last things. Accordingly, it has dealt with 

questions concerning the consummation of history, the completion of God’s working in the 

world” (Erickson, 2013, p. 1056; Erickson, 2004, p. 373).  Grudem would agree with this 

definition as he states: “The study of future events is often called ‘eschatology,’ from the Greek 

word eschatos, which means ‘last’” (Grudem, 2000, p. 1091). It will also help, for our purpose 

that we recognize that Jews already had a working eschatology, but in it they presupposed it was 

only for Jews.  At the end of this paper, I will share how I do not believe this to be the case. My 

tribulational viewpoint is more so that of a mid-post tribulationist.  Ausburger and Ogilvie state 

of this portion of Scripture: “This section contains and draws together Jesus’ positive teachings 

about eschatology. A key statement is 24:36, “of that day and hour no one knows, no, not even 

the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” Jesus emphasized the importance of preparedness, 

and of watchfulness” (Ausburger & Ogilvie, 1982, p. 18). 
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 Destruction of the Temple (Matthew 24:1-2) 
	
 As Matthew opens this chapter, we see that Christ is answering his disciples’ question 

(which the reader is not sure what they asked), by discussing the future destruction of the 

Temple. He states: “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, here will not be left here 

one stone upon another that will not be thrown down” (Matthew 24:2 ESV). One point of tension 

we will see is that within this chapter, Jesus moves from the destruction of Jerusalem, to the end 

of time itself. Mounce explains: “The Olivet Discourse (as it is often called) is best understood if 

we do not press it unduly at points where we may be uncertain about an exact temporal 

fulfillment. Matthew moves freely between the coming destruction of Jerusalem and the final 

consummation” (Mounce, 2011, p. 222). This is important to recognize immediately because this 

is helpful to avoid an eschatology in a non-eschatological statement. 

 What we can note of this passage is that Jesus is beginning with a word of prophecy that 

did come true in 70 A.D. This prophetic statement then tells the reader of the Gospel that what is 

about to be said regarding the end times can be held as true, since the proof of the prophet came 

through the destruction of the temple. It appears that Matthew was unaware of the destruction of 

the temple at the point of this writing, since he would’ve most certainly used it for the purpose of 

proof. We must then see this was written before 70 A.D. 

Signs of the end of the age (Matthew 24:3-14) 

 The discussion of the temple’s destruction caused the disciples to come to Jesus privately 

and ask him what appear to be three questions. They must have either been surprised, or simply 

in a sense of trepidation at such a horrific prophesy. Mounce helps shed a little light “They 

approached him as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives (a setting connected with apocalyptic 

expectations; Zech. 14:4) and asked two questions: When will this happen? and, “How can we 

tell when You’re coming back and the world will come to an end?” (Mounce, 2011, p. 222). 
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Both questions are thick with eschatological underpinnings. Ausburger and Ogilivie also help the 

reader to understand both the eschatology of these questions, but also the order in which Christ 

would answer: 

 “Jesus answered but Matthew does not tell us in what order (v. 4). 
A careful reading of the chapter may suggest that Jesus answered 
the last question first. The disciples themselves had a limited 
understanding of eschatology, and thus their questions were 
limited. Jesus had new insight to share, and we have the first use of 
the term parousia, a word used only in this chapter in the Gospels 
(vv. 3, 27, 37, 39)” (Augsburger & Ogilvie, 1982, pg. 18). 

 
 Jesus begins with a warning of false Christs (vs. 4-5), who will come both before the 

destruction of the temple and in the times to come. He gives a prophetic view into the reality that 

due to these false messiahs, many will be led astray. They will cause division and havoc. He then 

continues with the warning against deception as it pertains to wars, famines and earthquakes. He 

states explicitly for the disciples to not be deceived and explains that these must happen as birth 

pangs for the second coming (or Parousia). Here we begin to develop Matthews’ depiction of 

Christ eschatology. Mounce, in his commentary on Matthew, delves into surrounding and 

supporting texts that help the reader extrapolate the view Christ is putting forth: “Apocalyptic 

writing envisioned a return to the chaos of earlier periods. Famines accompany conflict. 

Earthquakes are frequently mentioned in Revelation about the end of history (Rev. 6:12; 8:5; 

11:13, 19; 16:18)” (Mounce, 2011, p. 223). 

 Again, these are simply birth pangs (vs. 8) that will be the beginning of the end. Jesus 

then moves us into the fullness of the end times with the statement: “Then they will deliver you 

up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my names sake” 

(vs. 9).  This verse, and many others cause me to personally have a viewpoint of affirming the 

post-tribulation or at the very least mid-tribulation stance. For the purpose of this paper, I do not 
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have room to discuss in full detail why I hold this view, but Jesus here promises that there will be 

tribulation for believers. Many scholars would argue that this is simply a promise for Jewish 

believers, but when Jesus brings a global viewpoint (“all nations”), this leads me to believe in all 

believers. He moves from the destruction of the temple to the end times fluidly in this passage. 

Erickson explains a post-tribulation belief thus: “According to posttribulationalism, the church 

will be present during and experience the great tribulation. The term ‘elect’ in Matthew 24 (after 

the tribulation, the angels will gather the elect—vv. 29-31) should be understood in light of its 

usage elsewhere in Scripture, where it means ‘believers’” (Erickson, 2004, p. 402). I fully stand 

on the fact that during this terrible time of tribulation, the world will need the good news more 

than ever. Why would God “rapture” (not even a Biblical word) the church before it transpires? 

 In with the warnings, I believe (as Augsburger & Ogilvie do), that Jesus is trying to 

ensure that the disciples are not deceived into thinking that the destruction of Jerusalem was the 

ultimate judgment of the end. Augsburger and Ogilvie state: “In verses 5 to 14 Jesus warned the 

disciples to be careful lest they be deceived. This was a concern lest they confuse the destruction 

of Jerusalem in their near future with the ultimate judgment in the distant future” (Augsburger & 

Ogilvie, 1982, pg. 18).  

 I believe however that the most important portion of this piece of Scripture is the 

eschatological view of the timing of His return and the final sign of the end. Jesus states: “And 

this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14 ESV). This one verse helps to inform both 

the missiology, eschatology of the C&MA as well as its ecclesiology. The church is to go into all 

the world, to spread the gospel, so we can be a part of ushering in the last days. Simpson, the 

founder of the Alliance made this clear in several of his writings and sermons. The church’s job 
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is to glorify Christ is Savior, Sanctifier, Healer and Coming King. When we share his salvation 

with the world, explain how the Spirit of Christ causes us to be holier and brings about healing, 

we spread the good news to bring back the King!  

 In his book, The Fourfold Gospel, Simpson discusses the blessings that come from His 
Coming and at the top of the list he states:  
 

“1. Christ’s return will brings us Jesus Himself. This is the best of 
blessings. Like all the other sections of this gospel, this too is the 
gospel of Himself. Not the robes and the royal crowns, not the 
resurrection bodies or reunited friends will be the chief joys, but 
‘thou art coming, we shall see thee, and be like thee on that day’” 
(Simpson, 1984, pg. 59).  

  
 Sharing the gospel then to all nations helps to usher in the second coming or parousia. 

Mounce puts this issue of high importance within his commentary when he stated: “Only when 

the church has completed its worldwide mission of evangelization will the Parousia no longer be 

delayed” (Mounce, 2011, pg. 223). This one verse is highly important to the study of the end 

times, because it is one of the only verses on timing and the church’s role in ushering in the 

second coming. Erickson helps put some of this into perspective as well: 

 
 “Included in the former class are certain long-range prophecies. 
One is that the gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world before the end will come (Matt. 24:14). This does not 
affirm that all will believe or even that all will be evangelized, but 
simply that an adequate testimony will be preached to all of the 
world’s nations” (Erickson, 1999, p. 179). 
 

 The statement Jesus is making is the Word will be heard around the globe. He is not 

trying to say it will be globally accepted. There is a big difference in understanding. No one will 

know the exact timing of His coming, not even Jesus knows (Matthew 24: 36), but the church 

has a role in bringing about the Parousia by going to share the good news we have received to 

the ends of the earth, so all nations can at least hear the gospel. I appreciate Augsburger and 
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Ogilvie’s concluding thoughts on vs. 14: “This vision of the global nature of His redemptive 

mission holds the other matters in perspective” (Augsburger & Ogilvie, 1982, pg. 18). I couldn’t 

agree more. 

 The abomination of desolation (Matthew 24:15-26) 

 To the non-Jew, this section of Jesus’ description of His eschatology can be very 

confusing, and I admit to not fully understanding the Jewish nature of it. In studying the nature 

of this abomination, I found Mounce’s description helps bring it into focus: “The background for 

this “abomination that causes desolation” is Daniel’s prophecy of the “seventy ‘sevens’ ” 

(Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). The reference is to the pagan altar to the Olympian Zeus that 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes…erected in the temple court in Jerusalem (1 Macc. 1:54)” (Mounce, 

2011, pg. 223). According to many scholars, the abomination of desolation happened after a time 

of severe tribulation of Jews and Jewish Christians. Yet, they maintain that the tribulation that 

Christ has in mind will not just be worse, but more global in scale. This thinking leads many to 

believe that there will be another “abomination of desolation”, where the anti-Christ will place a 

statue of himself in the temple and demand worship to his shrine. This can be backed up through 

and in the book of Revelation. This abomination of desolation then, will be a sign of the coming 

tribulation. Jesus warns of the pain and trials the tribulation will bring, but shares a promise that 

because of the elect the days of the tribulation will be shortened. This is another scriptural 

indicator for me that the tribulation is either mid or posttribulational.  

 After Jesus describes the coming signs of the tribulation, he again emphasizes the 

importance of keeping watch, as well as understanding what the actual second coming of Christ 

will look like. Many will seek to pretend Christ has come, the anti-Christ will even seem as a 

Christ-like figure and many will be deceived. These anti-Christ’s will perform signs and wonders 
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and if believers are not alert and seeking truth through discernment, they will be deceived. 

Erickson brings about amazing insight into this reality: “Although the second coming will be 

preceded by several signs—the desolating sacrilege, great tribulation, darkening of the sun—they 

will not indicate the exact time of Jesus’ return. Consequently, there will be many for whom his 

return will be quite unexpected” (Erickson, 2013, p. 1092). Jesus stated: “See, I have told you 

beforehand” (Matthew 24:25 ESV). He is not desiring any of the believers to be deceived.   

The coming of the son of man (Matthew 24:27-31) 

 What then will his coming look like? If we are to know the signs, be aware of future 

events, expect a tribulation and know false Christs will come, how will we know the real deal of 

His true return?  Erickson, in his book on eschatology states: “As terrible as the tribulation will 

be, however, it should not be identified with the time of the wrath of God. The Lord, after 

describing the tribulation, enumerated signs that will follow it. Great cosmic upheavals will 

occur ‘immediately after the tribulation of those days’…” (Erickson, 1999, p. 165). These 

“cosmic upheavals” will be heaven and earth’s way of pronouncing the impending coming of the 

glorious King. Augsburger and Ogilvie state: “The descriptive language of verse 29 is frequently 

used in the Old Testament to describe chaos and judgment, war and devastation, the end of an 

era or rule. Hence it could mean primarily the ending of the old age and the inauguration of the 

new” (Augsburger & Ogilvie, 1982, pg. 18). These signs then wouldn’t have been a shock to the 

disciples, but the impending timeline as well as them indicating the return of Christ would have 

been new information and helped to answer their eschatological questions.  

 These descriptions again are for the purpose of remaining faithful and rejecting deception 

and false Christ’s. If these signs have not happened and someone claims to be Christ, they are 

false and not to be trusted. Although the heavens will declare the imminent coming of Christ, 
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verse 36 reminds us that we will still not know the hour, only the Father knows this exact time. 

In the book of Matthew, there are many parables of Jesus that he highlights as it pertains to being 

ready for example the bride needed to be prepared for the groom (Matthew 25:1-13). Christ will 

return at any moment. It is imminent. It will come like a flash, a blink of an eye. With this in 

mind, we must be ready. Our lives must be always in a posture of readiness. We do not want to 

be caught unawares when He does return. He will return and it will be glorious. 

 Also, the way in which Christ describes his return is one of such power and glory that the 

whole world will take notice. It won’t be a quiet return, but rather a loud and obvious return. I 

greatly appreciate Erickson’s description of this glorious coming from Matthew: 

“Various descriptions of Christ’s return indicate its glorious character, a 
sharp contrast to the lowly and humble circumstances of his first coming. 
The latter was the first stage of Christ’s humiliation; the former will be the 
final stage of his exultation. He will come on the clouds with great power 
and great glory (Matt. 24:30)” (Erickson, 2013, p. 1092). 

 
 
Christ describes his coming beginning in vs. 27. His coming will be like a flash of lightning, both 

quick and glorious. His return will be noticeable and clear. 

“The coming of the Son of Man (Messiah) will be “as 
instantaneous and as universal as a flash of lightning” (Tasker, p. 
225). Paul speaks of the deceptiveness of the Antichrist (2 Thess. 
2:9–11), as does John in the Apocalypse (Rev. 13:13–15)….The 
followers of Jesus will not have to depend upon “prophetic voices” 
to tell them of the arrival of the Parousia! When Christ comes there 
will be no more doubt about it than there would be about whether 
or not lightning had just flashed from the east is visible … in the 
west” (Mounce, 2011, pg. 225). 

 
 What Mounce says here is vital for our understanding as to how Christ will return. His 

statement of having no doubt is worthy of highlighting. Throughout the apocalyptic scriptures, 

this view of not only the imminence of Christ’s return, but the power in which He will return is 

of high import to the believer. Grudem, in his book Systematic Theology affirms this reality 
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through other apocalyptic scriptures: 1 Thess. 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; James 5:8; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 

1:7; Rev. 22:20. Grudem states: “These verses predict a sudden return of Christ that will be 

dramatic and visible…” (Grudem, 2000, pg. 1092). This flies in the face of the false theology 

that Christ will return as a spirit or in “spirit form”. It is clear he will return bodily, in person and 

in the flesh; albeit restored, renewed and perfect flesh. Grudem explains: “These passages are far 

too explicit to allow the idea that Christ himself will not return, but simply that the spirit of 

Christ will…” (Grudem, 2000, pg. 1092).  

 To go even further into the bodily form of Christ in the second coming, Matthew 

declares: “…and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory…” (Matthew 24:30b). The word see in the Greek is quite clear and leaves no room 

for debate: “ὁράω horaō; a prim. vb.; to see, perceive, attend to:—appear(2), appeared(21), 

appearing(1), behold(3)” (Thomas, 1998). Jesus is making sure his disciples get it.  

 His second coming will be dramatically different than his first. In his first coming, he 

came as a babe, wrapped in humility. When He returns, he will come in power and glory. Instead 

of the world rejoicing at his return, they will mourn. His return will be globally known and as 

one, the nations of the world will mourn for they will feel within themselves their wickedness 

and their impending judgment. Mounce states: “Whatever the exact meaning of sign, the point 

being made is that the coming of the Son of Man will be clearly visible to all people everywhere” 

(Mounce, 2011, pg. 226). Revelation 19:15-16 helps give a secondary visual as to what this 

coming in the clouds will look like: “From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 

down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury 

of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of 

kings and Lord of lords” (Rev. 19:15-16 ESV). Christ will be coming with a sword, not a manger 
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and a cross. His coming is one of terror for the lost and victory for the saved. Our heart should 

then be to help lead captives to freedom from sin through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the 

power of Christ’s death and resurrection. Our eschatology should inform our missiology which 

then should shape our ecclesiology. Augsburger & Ogilvie, in their commentary explain this 

point well from their commentary on this Matthew passage: 

“The section closes with a specific reference to the great judgment 
associated with the coming of the Lord. The sound of the trumpet 
is the note of victory; the King is reigning. He sends His angels to 
gather His elect from the four corners of the earth (Jer. 6:1; Is. 
18:3). This must be at the time of His coming, after the gospel has 
been preached to the ends of the earth. Herein is the completion of 
His kingdom which He will deliver to the Father (Rev. 11:15; 1 
Cor. 15:24)” (Augsburger & Ogilvie, 1982, pg. 18). 

 

 Christ promises victory. Christ promises the final blow to the enemy will be His return. 

Christ, in his promise of the Parousia declares that He will come in the flesh and that He will 

come in glory. There will be no doubt in the entire world as to the fact that He has come. The 

question that Jesus asks in return to his disciples, and to us is, when He returns will we be ready? 

My hope is that we take this seriously as believers. My prayer is that I can lead others to a 

readiness that not only will be settled for His coming, but eagerly seeking to help bring it 

quicker. Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
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