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 Paul, in the book of Romans and particularly in Romans 1:16-6:23, develops for the 

reader several different doctrines to be grasped by every believer. The culmination of these 

doctrines is the doctrine of salvation. Paul, however, to explain the fullness of salvation had to 

begin elsewhere for his readers to grasp not only salvation, but also the reasons for salvation. The 

reasons seek to convince the reader of the necessity of salvation as well as the depth of sin, so 

one can fully ascertain the power of salvation and then choose to receive said salvation. 

 Paul, in Romans 1:16 seeks to set the stage of salvation. He states: “For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” 

(Romans 1:16a ESV). Edwards, in his commentary on Romans helps to bring clarity to Paul’s 

words here as he is setting the stage: “God’s power, on the contrary, is power with a purpose, 

power for salvation. The noun sōtēria in Greek comes from the verb sōzein, which means to 

rescue or save” (Edwards, 1992, p. 40). There is a need for rescue. Paul then moves into a 

description of what we need rescued from and why. 

God’s wrath (Romans 1:18-2:11) 

 Paul introduces us to the wrath of God in Romans 1:18, he declares: “For the wrath of 

God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 

unrighteousness suppress the truth” (Romans 1:18 ESV). God, being righteous cannot be in the 

presence of evil. Evil receives His wrath because God hates evil. We too are told to hate evil 

(Amos 5:15). Edwards, in his commentary helps us here again: “God’s wrath burns against 

perverting the truth… Sacrificing the truth of God leads to the denial of reality (v. 20), a lie (v. 

25), a depraved mind (v. 28), and the approval of unrighteousness (v. 32)” (Edwards, 2011, p. 

49). We can also see God’s wrath explained (as well as who it is for) further in Romans, where 

Paul states: “but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
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unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury” (Romans 2:8 ESV). The wrath of God here has 

both a now and a future sense to it. It describes God’s hate of sin and the divine punishment to 

come because of his hate. Erickson, in his book Christian theology states: “The picture in all of 

these passages is that God’s wrath is a very real and present matter, but will not be fully 

revealed, or manifested in action, until some later point” (Erickson, 2013, p. 552). 

God’s Law and judgement (Romans 2:12-3:8) 

 Paul then takes time to explain the Law, its purpose and the change that Christ birth, 

death and resurrection have upon the Law. The Law is the standard by which humanity has fallen 

short (whether they knew the law or not Romans 2:12). The Law became something outward, but 

Paul inverts that idea by saying: “But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the 

heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God” (Romans 2:29 

ESV). Breaking God’s law is sin and sin incurs the wrath of God. This then brings his divine 

judgement. 

 When it comes to the nature of the Law I believe that Millard Erickson describes it well 

when he says: “The Law should be seen as the expression of God’s person and will, he does 

not command love and forbid murder simply because he decides to do so” (Erickson, 2004, p. 

257).  Also, Erickson says: “…the law is something of a transcript of the nature of God” 

(Erickson, 2004, p. 257). Erickson, I think gets right to the true nature of the law, when he says: 

“…disobeying it (the Law) is actually an attack upon the very nature of God Himself …the 

law is understood as a means of relating to a personal God” (Erickson, 2004, p. 257).  The 

Nature of the Law is to be God’s guideline for us to live a life to the full extent just as he 

intended it to be.    If we were to live a “lawful” life fulfilling the whole law, our lives would be 

lived the way that God intended it to be: perfect.  However, we are sinful beings and could never 
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fulfill the whole Law for our whole lives.  This I believe is the second purpose for the Law; to 

show us our own absolute need for God. Paul alludes to the idea constantly when he discusses 

the Law in Galatians.  Who among us men could fulfill the law our whole lives to perfection?  

The answer is no one. “There is no one righteous, no not one” (Romans 3:12; Psalms 14:1-3; 

53:1-3; Eccles. 7:20).  

 Therefore, I have full confidence when I say the second purpose for the Law was to show 

us our need for Christ.  If the law wasn’t there, we wouldn’t know how depraved we really are.  

Nor would we be able to see that there is an all Holy God, waiting to help us in our depravity. 

Through the Law, we see God’s love, judgment and love again.  We see His love in creating 

such a law as so we can live life to the full, His judgment when we fail to follow the Law and 

His love again when he gives us an atoning sacrifice to appease the punishment. Due to the 

reality that the Law exposes humanities inability to keep it, we see that we are all then 

condemned as law breakers, which we will see then makes us sinners. 

Sin (Romans 3:9-30; 5:12-21) 

 Here (and elsewhere throughout the Pauline Epistles), Paul explains, defines and unpacks 

sin as well as its effects on humanity. Wayne Grudem sums up the definition of sin thus: “Sin is 

any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude or nature” (Grudem, 2000, 

p.490). Paul unpacks the meaning of this definition from Romans 3:9-18. Paul explains that not 

one person is righteous or can even be righteous. In Romans 5:12, Paul explains why: “…sin 

came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 

because all sinned…” (Romans 5:12 ESV).  

 Sin therefore, is the nature of man.  Romans 3:23 states: “For all have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God” and in Romans 3:10 the Word says: “As it is written: ‘There is no 
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one righteous, not even one’”.  In our human nature, we can do nothing except sin, it is our 

inherent nature to disobey God.  When you see a 2-year-old child refusing to listen to their 

parents, we see how natural it is for us to refuse to listen to our heavenly father.  Without Christ, 

we are bound to the sinful nature and can in fact do nothing outside of sin, we are prisoners of 

sin and are in desperate need of salvation.  Erickson brings the full weight of sins severity when 

he states: “If God is a very high, pure and exacting being who expects all humans to be as he 

is, then the slightest deviation from his lofty standard is sin and the human condition is very 

serious” (Erickson, 2013, p. 515). Paul testifies to this truth. In his commentary on the book of 

Romans, A.B. Simpson sums up the first three chapters of Romans: “The three first chapters of 

Romans are God’s fearful indictment against the Gentile and the Jew, and He finally sums up 

the whole case by pronouncing both Jew and Gentile under sin and laying them prostrate and 

guilty before God…” (Simpson, 1994, p. 33). 

The work of Christ (atonement, justification, regeneration, and propitiation) 

 If no one is good, how do we receive God’s blessings?  How do we become clean before 

God, how does our sin become eradicated before an all Holy God? The answer of atonement lies 

in the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Paul not only explains the human condition in Romans, but 

also the Law’s requirement. He writes with a framework of knowing the Old Testaments 

requirement for blood atonement. Paul writes: “For while we were still weak, at the right time 

Christ died for the ungodly…” (Romans 5:6 ESV). Paul continues with this discussion on 

atonement: “…but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. Since therefore we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved 

by him from the wrath of God” (Romans 5:8-9 ESV). This sacrifice of Jesus, taking on our sin 

and dying in our place brought about the atonement of our sins.  There is a price to pay for sin 
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and the price was and will always be death.  In the Old Testament, this death was signified in 

the sacrifice of the prized lamb.  Numbers 28:3-8 describes such an atoning sacrifice that was 

required.  The sins of the people required the blood of the lamb to wash away their sins, thus 

causing atonement for the people.  The plan for Christ’s life was always for him to be our 

atoning sacrifice, the lamb whose blood was shed on our behalf to atone for our sins.  However, 

his death and blood not only covered us for a year alone (as the OT sacrifice did), but for eternity 

and another sacrifice would never be required again.  His blood was and is enough to atone every 

sin from the beginning to the end, his blood has brought about the cleansing of all who accept 

Him and claim Him as Lord and Savior!   

 The lamb that was required for sacrifice in the Old Testament was to be a perfect lamb, 

no blemishes, no faults, simply a perfect lamb so that the untainted lamb could offer its blood 

to wash the sins of the people white as snow.  Christ was such a lamb.  His life was lived by the 

Spirit with perfection.  There was no sin, no blemish in Him, he was the God-Man who walked 

the earth without sin, thus his sacrifice was the perfect covering for our sins. When Christ hung 

on the cross, he not only became cursed for us (Cursed is he who hangs from a tree (Lev. 18:5)) 

but he also took on every sin ever committed or that would be committed.  The purpose of this 

sacrifice was this very thing: to bring about the cleansing of all sins from that moment until 

eternity, so all may have the chance to accept Christ and live forever with Him in heaven! 

 Paul also touches on the doctrine of justification here as well, he said: “…but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since therefore we have 

now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God” 

(Romans 5:8-9 ESV). Erickson, in his book Biblical Doctrine defines justification: “Justification 

is God’s action pronouncing sinners righteous in his sight” (Erickson, 2004, p. 318).  It is in this 
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idea (that of justification) that we can find ourselves clean and blameless before the almighty, all 

Holy God.  When we are declared justified, the stains of our sin no longer appear on us, we are 

100% clean, 100% right before God. Christ who was the second Adam or rather as Adam 

should’ve been (perfect and blameless) came to the earth and lived the life we should’ve lived 

(Romans 5:12-21). Christ then eliminated the curse of sin with his death on the cross! Through 

the blood of Jesus, we are washed clean and proclaimed blameless before the throne of God.  Not 

only this, but by the very definition of justification, when we accept the death of Christ and 

believe in him, we are declared as having fulfilled all the requirements of the law.  We are 

wholly cleansed and wholly accepted into heaven, making perfect that which was not perfect.  

This is the true power of justification, the fact that we are cleansed of our sins as well as being 

made perfect in the fulfillment of the law. Justification also brings along the imputation of the 

righteousness of Christ. In Adam, we were imputed with the sinful nature of unrighteousness, we 

are therefore, through Christ, imputed with the righteousness of Christ because of His death. 

Erickson defines it this way: “Justification is a forensic act imputing the righteousness of 

Christ to the believer…it is a matter of declaring the person righteous, as a judge does in 

acquitting the accused” (Erickson, 2004, p. 319). 

 Being justified and now being right before the Lord brings about a new nature. Paul 

describes this new nature: 

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to 
sin.  For one who has died has been set free from sin.  Now if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him.  For the death, he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God.  So, you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:7-11 ESV). 
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 This idea of death to the old and life to the new is also considered the doctrine of 

regeneration. Erickson defines regeneration: “The basic change in the direction of one’s life 

from an inclination toward sin to a positive desire to live righteously” (Erickson, 2013, p. 840). 

Elsewhere Erickson would state: “Regeneration is God’s transformation of individual 

believers—He reverses their natural tendencies, gives new spiritual vitality to their lives, and 

thus restores them to what they were originally intended to be” (Erickson, 2004, p. 312). 

 Within the book of Romans, as Paul discusses the wrath of God, he also then must 

discuss how, in Christ, the wrath of God is satisfied through the atoning work of Christ. Paul 

does this in Romans three: 

“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins (Romans 3:23-25 ESV). 

 

Here, we clearly see Paul’s theology of propitiation. Erickson, in Christian theology explains: 

“Paul regards Christ’s death a propitiatory, that is, Christ died to appease God’s wrath against 

sin” (Erickson, 2013, p. 739). In the book of first John, we see the same theological belief at 

work where John stated: “He [that is Christ] is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2 ESV). It should be noted that some scholars 

disagree that this Greek word in both Romans 3 and 1 John 2 is defined as the appeasement of 

God’s wrath. Rather those scholars believe it is another angle to the word expiation, which 

means essentially the expungement of one’s sins, which is also the work of Christ, but is not the 

Greek word used within this passage. 

Salvation promised (Romans 4 & 5) 
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 With Paul building the case for the sinful nature of man, the lostness of man in the depths 

of sin, the bearers of God’s wrath due to sin, the curse of death upon sin and the eternal 

damnation of those lost within their sins sees quite easily what it is we are to be saved from. I 

love the key points A.B. Simpson puts forth for what we are saved from in his book The 

Fourfold Gospel: He states we are saved from: “the guilt of sin, the wrath of God, the curse of 

the law, our own evil consciences, and evil heart, the fear of death, Satan’s power and 

kingdom, and beyond all else salvation saves us from eternal death” (Simpson, 1984, p. 6-8).  

 Within this framework, Paul in Romans 4 & 5, describes the promise of salvation and 

how it has been planned since the beginning. Abraham is an example of the promise. His faith 

was counted to him as righteousness (Romans 4:1-3). It was not an outpouring of God’s grace 

due to Abraham’s work, for as Paul point out Abraham was not even circumcised (Romans 

4:11), it was due to Abraham’s faith. This is the stage Paul sets to declare the promise of 

salvation: 

“But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but 
for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the 
dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification” (Romans 4:23-25 ESV). 

Paul will then continue in Romans 5 and describe in detail the beauty of this faith and in Romans 

6 the fullness of the salvation that was promised to us. The peace with God (Romans 5:1), 

entrance into God’s grace (Romans 5:2), the release of shame (Romans 5:5a), God’s love poured 

into our hearts (Romans 5:5b), the justification of the believer (Romans 5:8-9) and all of the 

outpourings of the works of Christ previously mentioned above. 

A Theology of Salvation 
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 The Greek word for salvation; σωτηρία sōtēria, as defined by Biblical Scholar J. 

Swanson means: “deliverance, the state of being saved, and/or the process of being saved” 

(Swanson, 1997). This definition certainly is the definition Paul had in mind as he discussed the 

realities of humanities brokenness, the problem and wages of sin as well as the wrath of God. 

Through Christ, Paul indicates, we are freed from these, we are delivered from these. Salvation 

encompasses these doctrines: atonement, justification, propitiation, expiation, and regeneration. 

Salvation alone also brings forth sanctification, being set apart and made holy. Paul however, 

does not, here in Romans deal with sanctification. Marshall and Wood, in their Bible Dictionary 

define salvation (from Paul’s perspective) this way: “Salvation is provided as the free gift of the 

righteous God acting in grace towards the undeserving sinner who, by the gift of faith, trusts 

in the righteousness of Christ who has redeemed him by his death and justified him by his 

resurrection” (Marshall and Wood, 1996, p. 1048). 

 Being bound to the sinful nature will ultimately cause the damnation of the eternal soul.  

That is what God meant in the Garden of Eden when he told Adam and Eve that the fruit from 

the tree of good and evil would cause death.  He didn’t just mean death of the body, but death of 

the eternal soul, meaning that man’s final destiny without a savior would be damnation in hell 

for all eternity!  However, Romans 6:23 also holds a promise: “…But the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.  Thus, defining and outlining Christ as our conduit of Salvation!  

Christ is our Savior, his death freed us from the bondage and slavery we had to the sinful nature.  

However, we must receive and accept this gift, it isn’t forced upon us, we must accept it.  

 The idea of Salvation was conceived by God from the beginning (Gen. 3:15).  God 

declares that one will come who will crush the head of the serpent.  Also, throughout the Psalms, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, we hear of the plan of Salvation repeatedly, describing how the Messiah will 
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come and break the curse of sin and death.  We see a picture of the plan of salvation in the story 

of Abraham being asked to sacrifice Isaac, yet God offers a substitutionary sacrifice in Isaacs 

place (Genesis 22). This story reveals Gods plan of Salvation in a perfect picture. God the Son, is 

the actual substitute sacrifice. John 3:16 says: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

one and only son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 

3:16 NIV).  We see that through Christ’s life, the Holy Spirit and the Father were continuously 

watching over Him, taking care of Him and encouraging Him to fulfill his purpose.  During His 

life, Jesus proclaimed the role of the Holy Spirit within salvation, which one would come, who 

would comfort them, help them and guide them on how to live out this saved life.  The blessed 

Holy Spirit would use them to do even greater things then He did! I see salvation simply as being 

saved from something. We can see all that we need to be saved from above. When we believe in 

Christ death and resurrection in faith, as Abraham did we receive the new life promised (John 

3; Romans 5-6) we are saved (Romans 10:9-10). Erickson, in his book Christian theology, 

defines salvation in this way: “Salvation is the application of the work of Christ to the lives of 

humans” (Erickson, 2013, p. 826). In terms of my Christian faith I define it as being saved 

from the slavery of sin and death, and being given over to life and Christ. (Hebrews 9:15 and 

26; Romans 6:1-8).  

 Finally, I believe as Simpson does, that we are not only saved from all of which has 

already been mentioned, but we are saved to several things as well. Simpson states we are saved 

to: “…cleanliness, standing before God as righteous, the favor and love of God that secures 

full acceptance in the person of Jesus, a new heart, grace to live day by day, the help of the 

Holy Spirit, the care of God’s providence and saved to eternal life” (Simpson, 1984, p. 8-11). 
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The fullness of my theology of Salvation then is being saved from and being saved to all that 

Scripture promises. 
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