
Christ Our Coming King 

     Eschatology, the study of the end times has been a very controversial topic within the 

Christian Doctrine.  The Scriptures leave much to be desired when it comes to precisely what 

will happen in the end.  We as humans have a “fact-finding” mode where we strive to know 

every piece of what’s to come, yet when the end times are mentioned in the Scriptures, we’re left 

with a lot of guess work.  I know God left the end times vague for a reason and in the end most 

of what we thought we knew will probably be futile.  However, there are very important risks at 

stake when interpreting the end times.  One being which the return of Christ, the return of Jesus 

Christ is paramount to the believer! The great news is that his Second coming is imminent, it will 

happen, this much is 100% fact found!  Christ will come again and he is our Coming King. 

   The debate as to how, when, and surrounding what circumstances has been a topic that is 

largely debated.  For millennials (those who believe in the literal 1,000-year reign) there has 

been even further dispute.  There are three camps of thought when it comes to the thousand-year 

reign: Postmillennialists, Premillennialists and Amillennialists. 

  The typical Postmillennialists is called such because they believe that the reign of Christ will 

happen with Christ in heaven and he will return after this reign is over.  His second coming will 

be the culmination and the end to the reign from Heaven.  This view really got its huge surge of 

energy from Augustine (Erickson, Introducing Christian Doctrine pgs. 394-395 and King, 

Essays on Premillennialism).   

  One of Erickson’s biggest qualms with the Postmillennialist view is that it seems very 

optimistic (Erickson, Introducing Christian Doctrine pg. 394), meaning that it seemed to be a 

very popular view in the times that the church seemed to be supremely in charge and surging 

ahead. It is an Eschatological view that assumed (s) that the thousand-year reign is (or will) 



happen when the church is making much headway.  That is why it made such a HUGE surge 

under the later portion of the 19th Century. 

  During this time, the church was at an all time high in popularity and acceptance.  People were 

turning to the Gospel of Christ by the truck load and it was believed that the world would soon 

be evangelized, thus the imminent return of Christ was obviously on it’s way; this view was only 

encouraged (while all others discouraged) by Augustine of Hippo (Shelly, Essays on 

Premillennialism pg. 13-16).  Augustine was set on making Postmillennialism the predominant 

form of Eschatological thought, that he went to great lengths in securing Postmillennialism into 

people’s minds.   

   The Postmillennialists view is very difficult to prove as well as validate.  Not only is it a very 

optimistic view, but it very difficult to justify.  “The point is that the millennium will be a 

prolonged period during which Christ, even though physically absent, will reign over the earth.  

One essential feature which distinguishes postmillennialism from the other millennial views is 

that it expects conditions to become better, rather than worse, prior to Christ’s return” (Erickson, 

Introducing Christian Doctrine pg. 395). 

   When taking this previous quote from Erickson into account, I find it difficult to justify this 

belief of Christ coming after the thousand-year reign. From what I’ve read, studied and 

understood from the Scriptures, the Tribulation will most definitely NOT be fun, or easy, nor 

will it get easier as it continues.  That is why this view is so confusing.  Whether you are pre-trib, 

post-trib or mid-trib; the tribulation will be hard and things will not be getting better in those 7 

years of literal hell on earth. Nor will the Kingdom of God be forcefully advancing in those 7 

years.  It will be the Anti-Christ’s time to rule (this might be the sticking point for some differing 

Tribulational views).  If you are a believer, the Scriptures are clear that if it is mid-trib or post-



trib that the Lord will call us home, it will be really hard for us, not easier!  Also, if we are gone 

as is held by the pre-Trib belief, the Church won’t advance, so whatever view is held, this view 

cannot hold water in my eyes. 

    The next Millennial view is the Premillennial view, of which I adhere to.  Paul King in the 

book Essays on Premillennialism makes a great argument of it being the first millennial view 

held by the early church.  Paul (paraphrasing) discusses at length how the early church held to 

this view hard and fast from the early stages of the church.  He goes on to remind the reader that 

this is in fact the closest community of Christians to the time of Christ and if they were to adhere 

to the Premillennial view, why should we divert from the path that they held fast to?  His point is 

echoed by Erickson in his book, Introducing Christian Doctrine, in which he too discusses that 

this belief was held to by the earliest church. 

     Premillenialism is the belief that Christ will come at the end of the Tribulation, conquer and 

set up his thousand-year reign over the earth.  At which time, people can choose to come to him, 

or still choose to deny him.  The Scriptures let us know that EVEN during this time, people will 

turn away.  The main text in which we Premillennialist get out views is from Rev. 20:4-6: “I saw 

thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls 

of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of 

God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their 

foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of 

the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 

Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no 

power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years”.  These verses clearly depict an earthly reign, in which the saints who had 



previously perished have been resurrected to reign with Christ over these thousand years.  The 

Postmillennialist and Amillennialists will claim we take this passage too literally.  They would 

dispute that the book of Revelation is too mystical and most can’t be taken literally due to its 

allegorical nature.  However, the fact remains that there are very SPECIFIC passages in the book 

of Revelation, in which there is no confusion as there are in some parts, particularly the parts of 

the book with symbolic animals.  I have a rough time saying that the entire book should be 

thrown out as all 100% allegory, or symbolism, when in fact specific numbers such as 7 years, 

1000 years and other such things pop up.  To say that those are “symbolic” numbers really holds 

no water.  When I read these verses (Rev. 20:4-6) it is very difficult for me to throw it out as 

symbolic, because of the specific nature it brings it seems as if Christ was revealing to John 

something more than just a picture, but something authentic and worth noting specifically. 

   When it comes to the end time, the third and final view of the millennial reign is the 

Amillennial view.  Erickson sums it up well: “Literally, amillennialism is the idea that there will 

be no millennium, no earthly reign of Christ.  The great final judgment will immediately follow 

the second coming and issue directly the final states of the righteous and the wicked” 

(Introducing Christian Doctrine pg. 398).    This is by far the simplest of the three views, yet it 

must explain its reasoning for disagreement, more so than its reasoning for existing.  It is a very 

tough view to hold and quite frankly I am shocked at how widely it is accepted.  For this view to 

exist, it must find a way around Rev. 20:4-6, but in doing so, it has to then alter other prophetic 

writing in the process. Erickson says this about this: “Amillennialists frequently treat prophecies 

as historical or symbolic rather than futuristic and literal” (Introducing Christian Doctrine).  This 

is where I get lost in how people can adhere to this view!  When you look at all the prophecies 



that Christ fulfilled in his First Coming, why would we think of the OT prophecies as symbolic?  

How are they not BLATANLTY literal?   

   The reasoning, I think is due to the number of conquering prophecies made about Christ.  

There are so many militant, over-taking, powerful and ruling prophecies about Christ, that the 

Jews thought his First Coming would be the downfall of Rome ad that Christ would sit on the 

throne and rule.  Making the Jews a nation again and freeing them from their bondage.  This 

being the case, Amillennialists can’t admit them as true, because those prophecies still have not 

been fulfilled, and since they were made and they are God-breathed if we accept them as literal 

they must come to pass! 

   As stated before, this is a weak view, because it must divert some truth in order to remain a 

view worthy of following.  However, in this short paper, we can see that it is extremely weak due 

to its awful view of prophecies being symbolic rather than literal. 

    The tribulation is another debated topic surrounding the study of the end times.  One of the 

most debated topics within the Tribulation itself is the rapture of the Church; the question mainly 

being when this will happen.  There are three views as to what the events surrounding the rapture 

of the church will be.  These three views are called: Pre-Tribulation (Pre-Trib), Post-Tribulation 

(Post-Trib) and finally the Mid-Tribulation (Mid-Trib).   

     The surrounding things that are going to go on around the rapture of the church are wrapped 

up in the debate of the Tribulation views.  For example, the Pre-Trib view would say that the 

church is raptured directly before the great Tribulation.  With this view, the church would 

experience NONE of the Tribulation.  The belief is that God would spare his people from this 

horrendous time in the life of the earth, sparing us from the wrath of God (1 Thess. 5:9; 1 Thess. 

1:10 ).    Many Pre-Trib people hold to the Daniel 9:27 as a literal 7 Year treaty, in which the 



Great Tribulation will begin (in which the church would be gone).  The literal 7 years is a belief I 

myself hold.  All the end times seem to be very written out and I would be hard pressed to define 

this period of time simply as “a substantial amount of time” as most Post-Trib people hold to.   

  For a Post-Tribulation, the typical belief is that the church will indeed not be punished by the 

wrath of God (as 1 Thess. and Rom. 5:9, says)  but we will still be involved in the Tribulation its 

self.  I am of this camp, on this and only this sense. I do believe that God will spare us His wrath, 

as he promises, but in the Scriptures, there are many places that discuss us as a church going 

through trials and tribulations such as: Matthew 24:9, 21,29; Mark 13:19, 24; John 16:33, Acts 

14:22; Romans 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:3; 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3 and 2 John 7; Revelation 7:14.  

Many Pre-Tribulationists would argue that in Titus 2:13 talks of a blessed hope, how could a 

blessed hope be anything but going to be with the Lord.  To this, I have two answers.  First, 

when reading the passage of Titus 2 and closely on Titus 2:13, it appears as the hope in which is 

being mentioned is the Second Coming of Christ, not an event prior to His coming, but indeed 

His coming in and of itself is our blessed hope.  Second, in James 1:2-4 says: “Consider it pure 

joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of 

your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, not lacking anything.”  Our hope could indeed be the perseverance through these 

trials that finishes its work so that we may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  Since 

there is so much evidence of the Church being called to joy when we suffer, as well as the elect 

being called in Matthew 24:9 to suffer during this time, I have a hard time explaining away these 

verses and saying that God will spare us.  I am on the fence as to whether He will return Mid-

Tribulation or Post-Tribulation, but I am secure through what the Scriptures tell us, that it will 

not be a Pre-Tribulational Coming.  I believe that before Christ comes for his church, we wil 



experience the trials of the earthquakes, famines and persecution for our Belief in Christ.  I 

believe we will experience (at least in Part) the reign of the Anti-Christ and his control over the 

world.  We will experience the testing of our Faith and it will not be easy.  Yet God as a 

Gracious and merciful God will spare us from His wrath!  That to me is also a blessed hope!   

  The Mid-Tribulational view is similar to that of the Post-Tribulational view, with the exception 

that we will be raptured during the middle of the Tribulation, whenever the believer is ready to 

go.  There is no need to delve into the depths of this view, simply because I’ve explored the Pre-

Tribulational view as well as the Post-Tribulational view and find the exploration of the Mid-

Tribulational view to be redundant, with the exception of mentioning the difference of it being 

when the believer is ready to depart. 

  Lastly, when it comes to the rapture and it’s timing, I want to give one final reason for my 

belief in the Post-Tribulational view (on the timing aspect only).  When praying about this idea 

and thinking deeply about it, I was forced to ask myself this question: why would God take his 

Church (the very people who could bring light into the a World) out of the world at the time that 

the people of the world would need us most (because the darkness will reign, wouldn’t they need 

the light?)?   This question forced me to change my belief on the timing in which Christ would 

take his church, because I believe Christ would desire us to continue to work of the Light during 

this Dark time of the 7-year Tribulation. 

   The Second Coming of Christ is imminent (a differing view from the Post-Tribulation camp I 

have). Matthew 24:36-37 says: "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 

coming of the Son of Man.”  This means, that the Coming of Christ can and will happen at ANY 

TIME.  He will come like a thief in the night (Matthew 24:43), so we must always be ready 



(Matthew 24:44)!  This makes the relationship between the imminence of Christ’s Coming and 

world missions a relationship of urgency and efficiency.  The end cannot come until all tribes 

and all nations are evangelized to.  Christ in Matthew 28 tells us to go in the entire World, giving 

the Great News of Christ, so that the end can come.  This means that this can happen at any time 

as well. If the Second Coming is imminent, so the evangelization of the whole world is 

imminent, it can happen at any time.  That is why, we must make the Great Commission and 

missions, our primary vehicle to the world.  It is imperative to be giving the world a chance to 

know Christ!  God wants no one to be without excuse at the Day of Judgment and it is the body 

of believer’s job to go into the entire world to evangelize!  This is the relationship; they are one 

and the same.  The imminence of Christ’s return is wrapped into the imminence of the 

evangelization of the entire world!  

  My personal understanding of the Second Coming is this: it is imminent, it is definite, we as a 

people must be ready for it and because of it, we should both rejoice and share this joy with the 

world!  Christ WILL come again and he will be as the Old Testament prophets prophesized long 

ago; a dominant figure!  He First Came as a Servant, and his Second Coming will be the coming 

of a conqueror.  Satan will not be able to stand in his way!  When Christ comes, it will symbolize 

the beginning of the thousand-year reign.  He will rule from on earth for 1,000 years and still 

people will turn from him.  Satan will lose, we, the people judged and the righteous will inherit 

his Kingdom.  Some may inherit it by the skin of their teeth, whilst others will have enormous 

crowns upon their brow, yet Christ will conquer!   All, in the end will bow down to Christ, the 

Lord and all will proclaim him as King and ruler over all! 

   

  


