
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

HOLY INFLUENCE 
 

Influencers are people with the ability to affect the purchasing habits or actions of others, 
particularly on social media.  Such influencers are sought after by companies anxious to 
increase their sales or to introduce new products to the public. 
 

Influencers have been around for a long time. We may not have used that term to refer to 
them, but we have seen them in action on television. Actors, athletes, entertainers, and other 
celebrities have been endorsing products and espousing certain causes for many years. For 
example, Michael Jordan is associated with Nike, Oprah Winfrey with Weight Watchers, and 
Tom Selleck with reverse mortgages. 
 

With the rise of social media, influencers have increased in number, and many have gained 
considerable sway over the public. 
 

However, for most of us the truly important influencers in our lives are not found in the digital 
or broadcast world, but in our homes. The members of our families, particularly our parents, 
influence us more than those outside of our homes. 
 

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Certainly, each 
one of them was an “influencer,” a holy influence on each another. 
 

Mary and Joseph raised the child Jesus. They brought him up in their Jewish faith and 
introduced him to the religious rituals of their people. They took him to the synagogue and to 
the Temple in Jerusalem as they observed the required rituals. As we read in this Sunday’s 
Gospel (Luke 2:22-40), “They took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is 
written in the law of the Lord.” 
 

We also read of Mary and Joseph continuing to take Jesus to the Temple. “Each year his parents 
went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went up 
according to festival custom.” (Luke 2:41-42) 
 

We are told that at home in Nazareth, Jesus learned from them. He “was obedient to 
them…And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.” (Luke 2:51-52)  
 

Jesus was also influenced by Joseph in terms of his chosen occupation before his baptism by 
John. Jesus is referred to as the son of the carpenter (Matthew 13: 55) and as a carpenter 
himself (Mark 6:3). 
 

Mary’s influence on her son, is seen at the Wedding Feast of Cana. She is the one who tells 
Jesus, “They have no wine.” (John 2:3). A sensitive mother persuades her son to come to the aid 
of an embarrassed couple. 



 
 

While Mary and Joseph were influencers in the life of Jesus, he influenced them as well. We 
have a hint of that when we are told, “but his mother treasured all these things in her heart.” 
(Luke 2:51). We also see that influence when Joseph realizes that he must flee to Egypt to 
protect the child Jesus from Herod. 
 

In the Holy Family, each member was a holy influencer on the other. Their influence continues 
down to this very day as we celebrate this feast in their honor.  
 

In fact, Pope Francis himself recognized Mary as an influencer. During World Youth Day in 
Panama, he tweeted, "With her 'yes', Mary became the most influential woman in history. 
Without social networks, she became the first 'influencer': the 'influencer' of God.” (January 27, 
2019) 
 

This Sunday, as we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, we not only remember their holy 
influence, we are also reminded that each one of us is called to be a “holy influencer” in our 
own families. 
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