
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

1, 12, 30 
 

If an author were writing a story about someone’s life, it would be logical to assume that he or 
she would begin by telling us something about that person’s early years.  
 

The author would write about the individual’s family, place of birth, where the person grew up, 
and the schools he or she attended. 
 

Then the writer would continue by telling us about the person’s later childhood, adolescence, 
early adulthood and so on. The author would include significant, life-changing events in the life 
of the individual and mention the people who influenced that person’s development. 
 

However, this was not the approach taken by Saint Luke in his Gospel as he relates the life of 
Jesus. 
 

In the first chapters of his Gospel, Luke writes that the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and 
announced that she would give birth to the Son of God. Luke then informs us of Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth and of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem where the wondrous birth of Jesus 
took place.  
 

Luke then goes on to relate how the infant Jesus was presented at the Temple in Jerusalem and 
then “grew and became strong” after returning to Nazareth. 
 

The next episode that Luke shares from the life of Jesus is found in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 
2:41-52). There Luke tells us that at the age of 12, Jesus remained behind in the Temple 
following the Passover celebration. Obviously worried, Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem. 
After three days of searching, they find their son in the Temple. 
 

The next time we see Jesus in Luke’s Gospel is when Jesus is being baptized and beginning his 
public ministry. As Luke tells us that moment occurred when Jesus “was about thirty years of 
age.” (Luke 3:23) 
 

Obviously, many more things happened in the life of Jesus between his infancy and age 30, yet 
Luke includes only the finding in the Temple to bridge that span of time. Evidently this story 
must be about more than a 12-year-old boy staying behind in the Temple without the 
knowledge of his parents. 
 

Luke relates that incident to inform us about Jesus’ growing understanding of himself and to 
foreshadow his future.  
 

When Mary asks Jesus, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking 
for you with great anxiety.” He replies, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
In his response, Jesus revealed his understanding that his true father was not the carpenter of 
Nazareth but God the Father. 
 



 
 

In the Temple, Jesus was found “sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions.” Jesus was not standing as a student before his elders, but sitting, and 
posing questions. “All who heard him were astounded at his understanding and answers.”  
 

Jesus was already acting as the teacher that he became during his public ministry and was 
already amazing people. As his neighbors in Nazareth would later ask, “Where did this man get 
such wisdom and mighty deeds?” (Matthew 13:54) 
 

Significantly, Luke chose to highlight an incident that took place in Jerusalem – the place where 
Jesus would ultimately be questioned and condemned to death and where he would be three 
days in the tomb before his disciples would see him again. 
 

Luke chose only one incident between the infancy of Jesus and the start of his ministry some 30 
years later. But that incident reveals far more than we might have first imagined. Sunday’s 
Gospel is not just about a boy being found in the Temple; it foreshadows the future of Jesus. 
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Prayers and best wishes for a joyous Christmas Season 
and a New Year filled with God’s presence and peace. 

 


