
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

TOUCHED BY GRACE 
 

When someone asks us to do something, especially if it might be challenging or difficult, we 
usually don’t answer immediately.  
 

Before answering, we weigh the pros and cons. We consider if what we are being asked to do is 
in line with our values, and if it will benefit us or others in some way. Only then do we give our 
answer. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel reading (Luke 1:26-38), someone is asked to do something 
extraordinary. Mary is asked to be the mother of the savior. She seems to answer rather 
quickly. She tells Gabriel, the messenger from heaven, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word.” 
 

We might wonder why Mary did not take more time to carefully consider what she was being 
requested to do. She only asked how the pregnancy would come about. 
 

Yet she might have asked how she could explain that pregnancy to her family and neighbors, 
and above all, to Joseph. She might have questioned why she was chosen and not someone 
else. She might have wondered how her response would affect her future and her marriage. 
She might have asked herself if the message was truly from heaven or a trick of her imagination 
or wishful thinking. 
 

Perhaps the reason why Mary quickly responded as she did can be found in the Gospel reading 
itself. There the angel says to her, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”  
 

The grace of God, the presence and help of God, prompted Mary to agree to do what God 
requested – a grace that was with her from the first moment of her existence.  
 

We were reminded of that this past December 8 when we celebrated the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception. That day we heard this Sunday’s Gospel applied to Mary’s conception 
in the womb of her mother Anna.  
 

Mary was full of grace from that moment. She was untouched by the sin of our first parents, by 
humanity’s original refusal to do what God asked of his people, namely, to obediently follow his 
will. 
 

Free from that negative influence and filled with God’s grace, Mary was more than ready to do 
what God requested. How could she not do what God asked, if she were filled with his grace 
and presence? 
 



 
 

The grace of God that filled Mary has also touched our lives in some way as well. It was the 
grace and power of God that brought us into the Church. It is the grace of God working in our 
lives that enables us to profess our faith and to strive to live as Christians. It is the grace of God 
that leads us to respond to God’s invitation to gather with our fellow Catholics for Sunday 
Mass. 
 

Because Mary was full of grace, because the Lord was with her, she could willingly do whatever 
God asked of her. When we do what God asks of us, it is for that very same reason. God is with 
us, touching us with his grace. 
 

As Saint Paul tells us in his Letter to the Ephesians, “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) 
 

The God who filled Mary with his grace has also blessed us with grace so that we might be able 
to do what he asks. Since that is the case, the angel Gabriel might be able to say to each of us, 
“You have been touched by grace. The Lord is with you.” 
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