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The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

A DIFFERENT ADVENT 
 

As you know, we are currently in the season of Advent, the four weeks that lead to the 
celebration of Christmas.  
 

This is probably not your first Advent season. If you are 25 years old, you can most likely 
remember going through at least 20 Advent seasons. If you are 50, that number increases to 45. 
If you are 75, that number reaches 70, and if you have reached 90 years of age, that means you 
might be able to recall as many as 85 Advent seasons. 
 

But no matter how many Advent seasons we can remember, none of us has ever lived through 
an Advent season like the one we are in now. 
 

This Advent, because of the restrictions imposed during the current pandemic, the number of 
people coming to Sunday Mass is lower than it has ever been. Gatherings to make Advent 
wreaths or to celebrate ethnic religious devotions have been canceled or curtailed. Buying 
Christmas presents for the needy and placing them under parish Giving Trees has been changed 
to donating cash or gift cards. Church choirs have canceled their concerts. Families are altering 
their usual traditions and rather than planning which Christmas Mass to attend, they are 
wondering if it will be safe to go at all. This Advent is like none in the past. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 1:1-8), which contains the first verses of Mark’s Gospel, is 
appropriate for an Advent like no other. 
 

Mark starts his Gospel very differently from the way Matthew, Luke, and John begin their 
accounts. There is no setting the stage, no gradual introduction of characters, no annunciation 
to Mary, no messages to Joseph, no birth at Bethlehem.  
 

Mark wastes no time, he simply writes, “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ” and then 
he adds “the Son of God.” He lets the reader immediately know who this Jesus is.  
 

Then Mark tells us of a prophet like no other. John the Baptist, strangely dressed and oddly 
nourished, suddenly appears. He preaches a baptism of repentance and deflects attention from 
himself as he proclaims, “One mightier than I is coming after me.” 
 

John’s message is so powerful, so unlike any other, that “the whole Judean countryside and all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem” flock to him and are baptized. It is an extraordinary moment.  
 

That reminds us that this Advent, and every Advent, is a time like no other. For each Advent 
finds us at a different place in our personal and spiritual lives. 
 

Our appreciation for what it means to profess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is not the same 
as it was last Advent, and the role we are allowing him to have in our lives has either expanded 
or contracted. 
 

The way we respond to the message of John the Baptist this Advent will be determined by how 
honestly we evaluate our lives in the light of the Gospel. 
 



Advent is a challenge from God to recognize what we need to do and how we need to change, 
so that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, may enter our lives more completely and transform us by 
his grace.  
 

This Advent Season of the liturgical year of 2021 is like no other, but no Advent season ever is – 
no matter how many Advents we have gone through in our lives. 
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