
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

OUR TIME, OUR ROLE 
 

Good directors make certain that the actors in their plays appear on stage at the right time. 
They do not want their actors making an entrance before the moment indicated in the script. 
 

God is like a good director. God makes certain that those who have special roles to play in the 
coming of his kingdom appear on “stage” at the right time. 
 

For example, God placed Pope John XXIII at the head of his Church in 1958 when it was time for 
God’s Church to examine its place in the modern world. Led by the Spirit, Pope John convened 
the Second Vatican Council whose teachings have profoundly influenced the Church and how it 
relates to society. 
 

God opened the eyes of a religious sister from Albania in 1946 to see that her mission was not 
to educate children but to reach out with love to the poorest of the poor. God placed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta on the world stage to challenge people to see the poor as their brothers and 
sisters and to treat them with compassion.  
 

God unexpectedly brought a Polish cardinal to the attention of the world in 1978. As Pope John 
Paul II, God’s chosen actor, powerfully led the Church for 27 years as he traveled from nation to 
nation proclaiming the Gospel. 
 

What God has done in recent history, God has been doing throughout the history of salvation 
found in the Scriptures. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 3:1-6), we read how God sent John the Baptist “throughout the 
whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

That happened, according to the details given to us by Luke around the year 27 AD during “the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar.” That was the moment when God wanted John to 
ready the people of Judah for the coming of the Messiah. John was to “prepare the way of the 
Lord (and) make straight his paths.”  
 

This Advent Season reminds us of the ministry of John the Baptist and his challenge to us to 
turn from sin so that the Lord may more fully enter our hearts and direct our lives. 
 

But Sunday’s Gospel also lets us know that we are the ones that God has placed on the “stage” 
at this moment. In the eighth year of the papacy of Francis, in the first year of the presidency of 
Joseph Biden, in the fourth year of Phil Murphy serving as governor of New Jersey, we are the 
ones that God sends out to prepare people to open their hearts to Jesus and to the message of 
the Gospel. 
 

We do that by letting others see how we live according to Gospel values; by our treatment of 
others, including our enemies; by how and where we spend our money and our time; by 
gathering with our fellow Catholics for prayer; and by letting Jesus Christ be our guide in life, 
and not society. 
 



It was not by accident that John the Baptist walked out of the desert when he did and began his 
ministry. It is no accident that God, the Divine Director, has made us part of his Church and 
placed us here at this time and place.  
 

Like Pope John, like Mother Teresa, like Pope John Paul, and like John the Baptist, may each one 
of us play our part in the coming of God’s Kingdom.  
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