
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

PROMISES, PROMISES 
 

Promises. We all hear them.  
 

For example, we hear promises from politicians, contractors, advertisers, and financial advisors. 
 

Politicians promise that if elected, taxes will go down and services will improve. 
 

Contractors promise that the work agreed on will be finished in six weeks. 
 

Advertisers promise that their supplements will improve our memories and increase our 
energy. 
 

Financial advisors promise that if we invest with them, our rate of return will outperform the 
stock market. 
 

But those promises are often broken. 
 

Politicians get elected and things remain about the same. 
 

The six-week job takes the contractor 12 weeks to finish. 
 

The supplements we faithfully take do little more than upset our stomachs. 
 

And rather than outperforming the stock market, our investment loses 20% of its value. 
 

Promises made. Promises broken. 
 

We have good reason to be skeptical when it comes to promises. 
 

The readings for this First Sunday of Advent relate to promises, specifically, the promise of 
Jesus to come again in glory. 
 

In the Gospel (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36), Jesus tells his disciples, “the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 
 

At the start of the Advent season, we are reminded of the Lord’s promise to return. That 
promise is also brought to mind at every Mass. Following the “Our Father,” the priest asks the 
Lord to keep us “safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.” 
 

Some 2,000 years have passed and the Savior’s promised coming in glory has not yet happened. 
While we may wonder if and when that promise will be fulfilled, we need to remember that 
God always keeps his promises—but God does so in his time and in his way. 
 



 
 

In our First Reading (Jeremiah 33:14-16), God reminded the people that the days were coming 
when he would fulfill the promise he made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah to 
“raise up for David a just shoot” who would do “what is right and just in the land.” 
 

That prophecy, which the Church sees as referring to the first coming of Jesus, was not fulfilled 
until 600 years later. 
 

There are other prophecies that speak of a Savior that go back even further in time, perhaps 
even to Genesis. There God told the serpent who had led the first humans astray, “I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers.” 
 

God may take his time, but God does keep his promises. 
 

God also keeps his promises in his way. While the Gospel speaks of a dramatic return of the 
Lord with cosmic and earthshaking happenings, perhaps his return is happening in a quieter and 
more gradual way, which will only manifest itself in glory when all is ready. After all, the Lord’s 
first coming at Bethlehem was only noticed by a handful of people. 
 

On this First Sunday of Advent, we are reminded of the Lord’s promise to come again in glory. 
As we wait for that day, Saint Paul in our Second Reading (1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2) asks the 
Lord to make us “blameless in holiness before our God and Father.”  
 

The Lord has promised to return in glory. That is one promise in which we can believe! 
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