
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 24, 2019 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of Universe 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than ten years. 

 

CHRIST OUR LEADER 
 

What happens if a teacher is called away from her classroom and the students are left 
unattended for a length of time? 
 

What happens if a quarterback walks off the field in the middle of a game and returns to the 
locker room?  
 

What happens if the conductor of a symphony orchestra leaves the stage just as the concert is 
about to begin? 
 

In each case, confusion and chaos ensue. 
 

The students become loud and unruly. 
 

The football game comes to a standstill. 
 

The concert never starts. 
 

A class of students, a football team, and a concert orchestra all need a leader. In fact, every 
group, every organization, every institution needs some form of leadership in order to function 
and succeed. Without such leadership there is disorganization and confusion. 
 

The same holds true in our spiritual and moral lives. We need a leader to guide and direct us as 
individuals and as a community.  
 

As this liturgical year of 2019 comes to an end, we honor the one who is that needed leader as 
we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  
 

That title proclaims our recognition that Jesus Christ is the one who provides the guidance we 
need to make choices that will bring us joy and fulfillment and lead us to everlasting life. As 
Jesus himself tells us, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6) 
 

However, we live at a time when society increasingly rejects any form of moral leadership 
beyond that of the individual. Many people seem to believe that each person should act as his 
or her own personal leader. Moral individualism has replaced moral leadership. 
 

What one person considers morally good, another considers evil. Each person lives according to 
his or her own personal playbook and so there is confusion on the “field” of life.  
 

If we look beyond the symptoms, the difficulties and problems of our day are ultimately moral 
problems. They have to do with how we see ourselves, what value we place on human life, 
what consideration we give to the lives of the weak and the powerless, what we judge to be the 
meaning and purpose of our existence, and whether we believe there is an ultimate judgment 
awaiting us in the future. 



 
 

 

This Sunday, the Church proclaims the kingship of Jesus Christ. A kingship ironically recognized 
even by the enemies of Jesus. As we read in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 23:35-43), “Above him 
there was an inscription that read, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’” 
 

The sooner we and the rest of humanity stop thinking of ourselves as little kings and queens 
and accept the leadership of Christ, the sooner God’s kingdom of peace will come into our 
personal lives and into our troubled world. Until then, there will be chaos in the classroom! 
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