
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 20, 2022 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

CONTINUING TEMPTATIONS 
 

“Let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God.” 
 

"If you are King of the Jews, save yourself." 
 

"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." 
 

Those taunts, found in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 23:35-43), were flung at Jesus as he hung 
upon the cross that first Good Friday afternoon. 
 

The rulers of the people, the soldiers, and a condemned criminal sneered at Jesus and 
challenged him to show that he truly was the Messiah. 
 

Those mocking comments may remind us of similar words that were directed at Jesus after his 
40 days of prayer and fasting in the desert. (Luke 4:1-13). 
 

“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 
 

“If you worship me,” all the kingdoms of the world will be yours. 
 

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,” for it is said that angels will save 
you from harm. 
 

With those words, the devil tempted Jesus to reveal his identity and so gain worldly power and 
fame.  
 

Jesus rejected the devil’s enticements, but the devil did not give up. He only “departed from 
him for a time.” 
 

The devil’s final temptations came through the taunting words of the leaders, the soldiers, and 
people standing near the cross that First Good Friday. They called on Jesus to save himself, to 
prove he was the Messiah, the King of the Jews, the Chosen One, and not a fraud and a failure. 
 

Jesus resisted. He remained faithful to his heavenly Father and to his identity as the Son of God 
who had come in humility and service. 
 

During those final temptations, Jesus received a word of affirmation and consolation, 
surprisingly, from one of the criminals who was also being crucified. He said, "Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom." 
 

While others taunted Jesus, that criminal proclaimed his faith in him. He recognized the truth of 
the words that Pilate had ordered to be placed on the cross of Jesus. “Jesus the Nazorean, the 
King of the Jews.” 
 



 
 

Our increasingly secular society is filled with people like those who gathered to watch the 
crucifixion. They reject the message of the Gospel. They mock Christianity. They require that 
Jesus meet their demands before they will believe. We might say that through them, the devil 
continues to mock and tempt the Lord. 
 

However, each time we pray, address Jesus as our Savior and Lord, and ask him to grant us a 
place in his kingdom, we are like that criminal who turned to the Lord and pleaded, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom."  
 

By our words of prayer, we let Jesus know his message has found a home in our hearts. We 
proclaim him to be our Savior and King. 
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