
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 15, 2020 

The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

GET MOTIVATED! 
 

Make each day your masterpiece. 
 

Sometimes later becomes never. Do it now. 
 

Don’t wait for opportunity.  Create it.  
 

Your only limit is you. 
 

Dream it. Wish it. Do it. 
 

Phrases like those are used by motivational speakers to encourage their listeners to put aside 
excuses, to strive for success, to realize no goals are beyond their reach, and to picture 
themselves as winners! 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 25:14-30), Jesus tells a parable that could be used by a 
motivational speaker. The parable seems to be about striving for success. 
 

In the parable, a master about to go on a journey entrusts three servants with a certain number 
of talents. One servant gets five, another three, and the third servant receives one talent. The 
master tells them to do their best to increase what they have received. 
 

Originally, the word “talent” referred to a unit of currency, to a certain amount of money. 
However, today the word talent is usually understood as natural ability, skill, or aptitude.   
 

Understood that way, the parable reminds us to use the “talents” that God has given us. Those 
who use their talents increase their skills, achieve success, and are rewarded. Those who do 
nothing with the gifts God has given them end up losing what they have been given.  
 

For example, persons blessed with athletic skills increase those skills the more they practice and 
compete. Athletic talent is not increased by sitting in front of a computer and surfing the net or 
by watching videos on a smartphone. It takes work and effort to develop and increase any 
talent. 
 

While Sunday’s Gospel could be interpreted as a motivational story, it takes on a different 
meaning when we ask ourselves who the “man going on a journey” might be. 
 

We come to know who he is when we realize that immediately after this parable, Jesus speaks 
about the Son of Man coming in glory to separate the sheep from the goats. Then Matthew 
writes, “When Jesus finished all these words, he said to his disciples, ‘You know that in two 
days’ time it will be Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.’”  
 

Jesus is the man going on the journey. A journey that will encompass his passion, death, 
resurrection, and finally his ascension when he will leave to go back to the Father – but Jesus 



 
 

will return. As we hear in the parable, “After a long time the master of those servants came 
back and settled accounts with them.”  
 

We are now in that “long time” as we wait for Jesus to return in glory. And we are the servants 
entrusted with “talents” by Jesus, our master.  
 

Those talents are not sums of money or particular aptitudes and skills, but rather the faith that 
Jesus has blessed us with and called us to put into action. We do that by sharing the message of 
the Gospel with others and by using the opportunities we are given to make God’s love, mercy, 
and peace more present in our society. 
 

When Jesus returns, he will invite those who did something with the faith they were given to 
share his joy. While those who buried their faith and did not let it be seen will be judged useless 
servants deserving of punishment. 
 

A motivational speaker might put it this way: Don’t just keep the faith, do something with it! 
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