
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 

The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

PRESENT IN THE TURMOIL 
 

The sun being darkened… 
 

The powers in the heavens being shaken… 
 

The Son of Man coming in power and glory… 
 

The angels gathering the elect of God… 
 

Jesus speaks of such things in Sunday's Gospel (Mark 13:24-32). We associate such happenings 
with the end of time and the coming of the Lord in glory—something we pray for at every Mass 
when we ask God “to keep us safe from all distress as we await the blessed hope and the 
coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 

But rather than just referring to the future coming of the Lord, perhaps this reading is also 
about what is taking place today. After all, Jesus says, “this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place.” 
 

We are certainly in a time when the powers of heaven seemed to be shaken and when society 
appears to be getting increasingly dark.  
 

We see financial and political power being absorbed by an elite upper class driven often by 
greed and ambition.  
 

A “woke culture” seeks to destroy anyone or anything that falls below its arbitrary standards. 
Even the dead are not beyond its reach. 
 

Disrespect for law is ever more prevalent, and criminal behavior and shootings on our city 
streets are becoming routine. 
 

The ending of the lives of unborn children is labeled as health care and defended as a 
constitutional right. 
 

Sexual activity is regarded as only a pleasurable, recreational activity without consequences and 
no longer an expression of self-giving and commitment. 
 

Education is driven more and more by those with a social agenda rather than a desire to impart 
knowledge. 
 

Religious freedom is subtly, and not so subtly, restricted and religion and morality are seen as 
oppressive and suited to another age.  
 

The family is judged by some as outmoded and no longer honored as the building block of 
society. 
 



 
 

Men called themselves women, and women call themselves men and everyone is expected to 
ignore the obvious. 
 

Pornography, prostitution, and sex trafficking degrade human dignity and corrupt the young. 
 

To add to this darkness, a virus explodes on the scene and shakes apart society and disrupts 
every aspect of life and social interaction. 
 

There is no doubt that in our day the world seems to be shaken and society is being weakened 
as long-held values fall to the ground. Yet in this turmoil the Son of Man comes among us in 
glory as he predicted.  
 

The living Lord comes to us as his words are proclaimed in the scriptures, as his saving power 
touches us in the sacraments, and as he manifests his presence when Christians gather in 
prayer. Jesus Christ the light of the world continues to break the darkness as he first did 2,000 
years ago. 
 

That same Lord continues to gather his elect. He gathers them into his Church through Baptism. 
Then he gathers them every Sunday as he brings them together at his holy table and then sends 
them forth to glorify him by lives of service. 
 

Every generation sees some of the frightening things that Jesus speaks of in Sunday’s Gospel. 
But every generation, if it looks with the eyes of faith, can see the Son of Man continuing to 
come in glory, continuing to gather his elect. 
 

In our Gospel, Jesus says that the appearance of leaves on a branch declares that summer is 
here. Just so, the Lord’s actions in our lives and in our Church proclaim that he is here. The Lord 
is with us, even when things seem to be falling apart.  
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