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The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

REMEMBERING THE MOST IMPORTANT 
 

On any given Sunday, if someone were to ask those leaving Mass what the Gospel reading was 
about, many people would not be able to answer the question. Though physically present 
during the reading of the Gospel, by the end of Mass many people have already forgotten what 
they heard. 
 

However, that would likely not be the case with this Sunday’s Gospel reading (Luke 21:5-19). It 
speaks of coming wars and insurrections, earthquakes, famines, and plagues, fearful signs in the 
sky, and the arrest, persecution, and execution of believers.  
 

Predictions about the future catch our attention, especially when those predictions seem to 
relate to our present situation.  
 

We are living in an increasingly dangerous time. People talk about the possibility of war with 
China or Russia, the use of nuclear weapons, growing threats to the health of our planet, 
widespread famine and drought, a seeming increase in the number of natural disasters, and an 
alarming escalation in the persecution of Christians throughout the world.  
 

However, Sunday’s Gospel does more than direct our attention to what is currently happening 
in our troubled world and what may happen in the future.  
 

In that Gospel, Jesus gives his followers two challenges that can easily be missed amid its 
riveting imagery.   
 

Jesus tells us that the persecutions and difficulties that we will face as his followers will give us 
an opportunity to powerfully demonstrate our faith and trust in him. As he tells us, “It will lead 
to your giving testimony.”  
 

Testifying to our relationship with Christ and his Church—when it means being ridiculed in 
social media, labelled a bigot, denied a promotion, ostracized by non-believers, and even 
persecuted—offers us opportunities to give witness to our faith.  
 

After all, it was the dramatic witness of the first Christians, who remained faithful to Jesus 
Christ despite persecution and the threat of death, that caused others to open their minds to 
the message of the Gospel. As Tertullian wrote in the second century, “The blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the Church. “ 
 

At the end of the Gospel, Jesus gives us a second challenge. He tells us to remain strong and 
resolute in our faith and trust in God no matter what is going on in our lives, and by extension 
what is going on in our world.   
 



As Jesus tells us, “By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” We will gain a place of 
everlasting joy in the kingdom of heaven. As Jesus informs us, “Everyone who acknowledges me 
before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before 
others, I will deny before my heavenly Father” (Matthew 10:32-33). 
 

The dramatic images in Sunday’s Gospel easily catch our attention and may even remind us of 
films dealing with the destruction of the world. It is much more important that our attention be 
captured by the two challenges that Jesus addresses to us this Sunday. 
 

We are to witness to our relationship with him no matter the cost.  
 

We are to realize that perseverance in faith leads to eternal life!   
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