
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 

The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

THE TRUE MEASURE 
 

When a parish is raising funds for a special purpose, it will often establish tiers or levels of 
giving. Donors will be encouraged to give a particular amount in order to be included in a 
defined category of generosity. 
 

For example, a parish might have a bronze level of giving for those who donate up to $1,000. 
Then there might be a silver category for those who give up to $5,000 and a gold level for those 
who contribute as much as $10,000. There might be a platinum category for donors who give 
above $10,000 and even a diamond tier for those whose generosity exceeds $25,000. 
 

Such tiers of giving often motivate parishioners to make a higher donation than they might 
otherwise. They want their names to appear in a higher category of giving. 
 

However, the giving level in which a donor may be listed does not always indicate the true level 
of that person’s generosity or sacrifice. 
 

For example, two people may each contribute $6,000 to the parish’s fundraising campaign. For 
that gift, they both will be listed in the gold tier of giving. 
 

But their gifts may not be the same. The first person may be earning $60,000 per year. That 
means that donation would come to 10% of that person’s income. 
 

The second person may have a high-level executive position with an annual salary of $300,000. 
In that case, that person’s donation of $6,000 would amount to only 2% of that individual’s 
income. 
 

Both people donate the same amount of money, but the first person makes the greater 
sacrifice and shows greater generosity. 
 

The percentage of their wealth that people contribute is a better indication of generosity than 
the dollar amount of their gift. It seems that Jesus had the same opinion. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 12:38-44), Jesus watched as wealthy people deposited large 
donations into the temple treasury. They certainly would be considered top tier givers. 
 

Jesus then noticed a poor widow as she put in a very small donation “worth a few cents.” A 
donation that most likely would not even make her eligible to be listed among the bottom tier 
of donors. 
 

Yet Jesus observed that “this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the 
treasury.” The big givers were donating from “their surplus wealth,” giving what they would 



 

 
 

never miss. But the widow “contributed all she had, her whole livelihood." Her percentage of 
giving amounted to 100%.  
 

Such a level of giving would be unrealistic and would leave us destitute. Nevertheless, that 
widow’s generosity challenges us to consider the percentage of our giving to God and to his 
Church.  
 

Are we like the wealthy in the Gospel, giving from our surplus, giving what we will never miss? 
Or like the widow, is our giving a true sacrifice, a true act of worship that demonstrates our love 
for God? 
 

In our Gospel, Jesus not only observed people as they made their offerings that day in the 
temple, he also judged their level of giving. Today, the Lord is still watching—watching us as we 
give. May the percentage of our giving win his approval and make us worthy, like the widow, of 
being included in a sacrificial tier of giving.  
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