
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 6, 2022 

The Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

NOT LIKE NOW 
 

“I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” 
 

With those words of the Creed, we profess our belief in the resurrection of the dead and in 
eternal life. 
 

Those words are easy to say, but how would we explain their meaning to someone who has no 
concept of nor belief in life beyond death. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 20:27-38), Jesus is confronted by the Sadducees “who deny there 
is a resurrection.” 
 

To illustrate the absurdity of believing in life beyond the grave, the Sadducees present Jesus 
with a case of a woman who was successively married to seven brothers. They each married her 
in an attempt to produce an heir to carry on the family name. Despite their efforts, the brothers 
all died childless, and “finally the woman also died.” 
 

So, the Sadducees smugly asked Jesus, “Now at the resurrection whose wife will that woman 
be?” In other words, which one of those seven brothers would have that woman as his wife?  
 

A modern-day Sadducee might illustrate the foolishness of believing in the resurrection another 
way. He might ask about those who died at a young age. Do such persons remain children for all 
eternity, or do they continue to age? And if so, when do they stop growing old? 
 

Another twenty-first century skeptic might ask where God puts the billions of people who have 
died and entered eternal life over the past millennia. Perhaps they just wander aimlessly in the 
heavens, searching for their loved ones who died before them?  
 

Thinking of the resurrection as the Sadducees did, as a continuation of life as we know it, leads 
to imagining absurd situations. 
 

But Jesus tells us that we need to think of the resurrection and eternal life in a different way—
not as a continuation of life as we know it, but rather as a transformation to a new way of 
living. One as different as this present life is from the life we had when we were developing in 
the wombs of our mothers. 
 

Jesus speaks of this different dimension of life when he says that those who are raised to 
eternal life “neither marry nor are given in marriage.” Relationships are changed. They are 
expanded to include all who are embraced by God’s love. As Jesus metaphorically puts it, “they 
are like angels; and they are the children of God.” 
 



 
 

Belief in the resurrection and eternal life also changes our perspective on this life. We see a 
dramatic example of that in Sunday’s First Reading (2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14). We read of seven 
brothers and their mother, all of whom willingly suffered torture and death because they were 
absolutely convinced that eternal life awaited those who remained faithful to God. As one 
brother professed, “You are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the world will raise 
us up to live again forever.” 
 

Thinking of the resurrection as the Sadducees did, as simply a never-ending continuation of life 
as we know it, makes it seem foolish. But resurrection is something far more. We certainly see 
Jesus making that point in today’s Gospel and making it even more powerfully through his own 
Resurrection. 
 

As the Church prays at a Funeral Mass, “Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is changed, not 
ended.” 
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