
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 

All Saints Day 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

TAKING PRIDE IN OUR FAMILY STORY 
 

“Every family has a story. Find yours.” You might be familiar with those words. They appear in 
the advertising used by Ancestry.com® 
 

That company allows subscribers to access a database with more than 10 billion historical 
records. Using that service, people can do genealogical research and build their family tree 
without the need to travel to various locations to search for records of births, marriages, 
deaths, military service, religious ceremonies, educational achievements, legal filings, etc. 
 

Ancestry.com provides people with information about those men and women from whom they 
are descended. In some cases, they find ancestors whose past would be better left 
undiscovered. Other people discover they are related to famous individuals who have made 
their mark on history. They can point with pride to those celebrated figures who came before 
them. 
 

This Sunday, All Saints Day, the Catholic Church celebrates its ancestry. We recall the members 
of our church family who have gone before us and who did their best to live as faithful 
followers of Christ.  
 

We became part of that family of faith at our baptism. Through its waters, we were made 
children of God, brothers and sisters in Christ, and dwelling places of the Holy Spirit. As Saint 
John tells us in our second reading, “See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may 
be called the children of God.” (1 John 3:1-3) Through baptism we were made part of that 
family tree rooted in the Cross of Christ.   
 

This Sunday, we look back on our saintly ancestors who fill us with pride. We remember those 
known to all our Church family, people like the Blessed Virgin Mary, Joseph, Peter, Augustine, 
Patrick, Catherine of Siena, Francis of Assisi, Mother Teresa, and John Paul II.  
 

And we remember those saintly ancestors known only to us and a few others. People like our 
parents and grandparents who sacrificed for us and passed on their Catholic faith; like aunts 
and uncles, teachers and mentors, who kept us on the right path and were unashamed to speak 
to us about Jesus; like those persons whose names we never knew who once knelt in the pews 
of our churches and were wonderful examples of prayer and service. 
 

Those members of our great family tree are described in Sunday’s First Reading (Revelation 7:2-
4, 9-14). “I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, 
people, and tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes 
and holding palm branches in their hands.” 
 

Ancestry.com can give people reasons to take pride in their family history. This Sunday reminds 
us of the pride we should have to be part of a Church whose family tree is filled with holy, 



 
 

loving, faithful, generous, and remarkably good people. You and I are part of a family filled with 
ancestors who are saints! 
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