
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, October 30, 2022 

The Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

RECOGNIZING POTENTIAL 
 

Dedicated teachers make a profound difference in the lives of their students.  
 

They show children how to make letters into words, words into sentences, and sentences into 
stories.  
 

Teachers introduce students to people from the past who have influenced the present and 
challenge students to consider how current events are shaping the future.  
 

Teachers open young minds to the worlds of literature, chemistry, biology, mathematics, 
computer science, and the arts. 
 

Dedicated teachers help their students become productive and contributing members of 
society. 
 

In addition, devoted teachers do something that may have an even more lasting influence in 
the lives of their students: they recognize the hidden talents and skills of the students in their 
classes. Those teachers then do all they can to help their students to appreciate and develop 
their potential. 
 

For example, an English teacher might encourage a student whose essays show promise, to 
keep on writing and to enter a short story competition. Encouragement from a biology teacher 
might lead a student to a career in medicine. 
 

Good teachers are like farmers: they see a “seed” of talent in a student, and they imagine what 
might blossom from that seed. 
 

Jesus was that kind of teacher. He saw the potential for holiness and goodness in the people 
that he encountered.  
 

We see an example of that in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 19:1-10). Jesus was passing through 
the town of Jericho. As he did so, he noticed Zacchaeus perched on a tree limb. Since he was 
“short in stature,” Zacchaeus had climbed a tree to get a better view of Jesus, the famous 
teacher and worker of miracles. 
 

That day, people saw a man of wealth and position, despised for his cooperation with the 
occupying Romans, doing something ridiculous. 
 

Jesus saw that same man and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly for today I must stay at your 
house.” Jesus likely knew his name because he heard it included in the mocking and insulting 
comments directed at this hated collector of taxes. 
 



Jesus noticed what the mocking crowd could not see. He recognized that Zacchaeus was looking 
for something more in life. He discerned the tax collector’s potential for change and conversion. 
 

That change came quickly. In response to the mercy and kindness of Jesus, the man whom 
everyone had labelled a sinner, said, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the 
poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over." 
 

That day in Jericho, the life of Zacchaeus took a different direction because Jesus recognized his 
potential for conversion and holiness—a potential that Zacchaeus might never have discovered 
by himself and that those near him also did not recognize. He may have remained just another 
despised tax collector, separated from his neighbors and from God.  
 

Good teachers, dedicated teachers recognize the potential in their students. Jesus had that 
same ability. He saw what a tax collector from Jericho could become.  
 

Today Jesus sees the potential in us and what we can become, just as he saw it in Zacchaeus.  
That is why Jesus has called us to be part of his Church and why he comes into our “house” 
each time we receive Holy Communion.  
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