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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

WANTING TO SEE 
 

"Master, I want to see." That was the request that Bartimaeus, the blind man, makes of Jesus in 
this Sunday's Gospel (Mark 10:46-52). 
 

But how did Bartimaeus come to know he was unable to see? If he had been born blind, as was 
most likely the case, how did he realize he was without sight? 
 

From the first moment of consciousness, Bartimaeus would have been in darkness, and he 
would have assumed that was the human condition. 
 

As he grew, he would have experienced the world around him through his other senses.  
 

He would have heard voices and the noise of the activity around him. He would have felt the 
warmth of his mother as he fed at her breasts. He would have learned to distinguish her scent 
from that of his father, and he would have taken in the smells of village life. He would have 
experienced people holding him and caring for him. He would have tasted foods that were 
sweet, those that were sour, and come to learn those he did not like. He would have learned to 
crawl and then to feel his way from one place to another. 
 

But as he grew and interacted with people, Bartimaeus would have come to realize they were 
experiencing things and doing things that he could not do. They moved far quicker than he 
could. They spoke about red cloth and green cloth, but to him both cloths felt the same. They 
spoke of things he could not touch, or smell, or hear, or imagine. 
 

Bartimaeus would have eventually recognized that the people around him had some abilities 
that he did not have—ones that he most definitely wanted.  
 

So when Bartimaeus heard that Jesus, the teacher and healer who had a special relationship 
with God, was passing by, he cried out "Jesus, son of David, have pity on me."  
 

Bartimaeus wanted the gift of sight, he wanted to see what he had been missing. Jesus granted 
his request and an amazing, new, colorful world opened before Bartimaeus. He saw the faces 
and smiles of those who had cared for him. He saw his own hands and feet.  
 

Today, we live in a society where many people are blind—spiritually blind. Some have lost sight 
of God later in life, but many more are born “blind.” They are brought up by parents who have 
no use for God and who view Christianity as oppressive. They go to schools where religion is not 
mentioned or viewed as a belief system suited to a past, non-scientific era. They are immersed 
in an increasingly secular, materialistic society where entertainment, sports, money, or politics 
have become the “religion” that claims their devotion. 
 



Such people are spiritually blind. But such people will never realize their blindness unless we as 
Christians are living our lives in a fuller, richer way because of our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Bartimaeus knew he was missing something. That is why he told the Lord, “Master, I want to 
see.” Unless our way of living leads people to recognize they are missing something wonderful 
and life-giving, they will never cry out, “Lord, I want to see.”   
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