
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than ten years. 

 

SEEKING JUSTICE 
 

NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE! might have been the cry of the widow mentioned in this Sunday’s 
Gospel (Luke 18:1-12).  
 

There Jesus tells a parable about a widow who approaches a local judge seeking a just decision 
against her adversary. The judge who is described as “dishonest,” and as a man “who neither 
feared God nor respected any human being,” refuses to hear her case.  
 

The widow persists in her quest for justice, and the judge persists in his refusal to give her a 
hearing. Perhaps the judge was hoping for a bribe or maybe he simply had no time for a widow 
with no political power or social standing. 
 

But the widow continues to return to the judge again and again. She refuses to leave him in 
peace until she gets justice. NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE! 
 

Eventually the dishonest judge concludes “because this widow keeps bothering me I shall 
deliver a just decision for her lest she finally come and strike me." 
 

Luke tells us that Jesus told that parable to teach his disciples “about the necessity for them to 
pray always without becoming weary.” With that meaning in mind, the dishonest judge would 
seem to represent God, while the widow would represent those besieging heaven with their 
prayers. We are to keep praying, we are to give God no peace until our prayers are answered. 
 

However, there might be another way to look at the parable of the widow and the unjust judge. 
We might consider that the widow represents God and the dishonest judge represents 
humanity. 
 

With that understanding, that parable tells us that God persists in looking for justice, honesty, 
and righteousness from the people he has created. God wants us to be fair in our dealings with 
each other. God wants us to never give up working for justice. God will not allow our 
consciences to be at peace while there is injustice in this world. 
 

Yes, Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that we need to be people of consistent, persistent prayer. But 
it also reminds us that God continually calls us to act with justice and integrity. Until we do, God 
will keep knocking on the door to our conscience.  
 

As Saint Paul VI put it in a message delivered January 1, 1972, “If you want peace, work for 
justice.” NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE!  
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