
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

ANOTHER SAMARITAN 
 

Who is the Good Samaritan? Most people, even non-Christians, know the answer to that 
question. The Good Samaritan is the hero of the well-known parable told by Jesus about a man 
travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
 

The man is attacked by robbers, beaten, and left for dead on the side of the road. A Jewish 
priest and a Levite pass by him without offering help. But a despised Samaritan, considered a 
heretic by the Jews, stops and assists the injured man. In doing so, that Samaritan illustrates the 
meaning of loving one’s neighbor. 
 

However, there is another Good Samaritan in Luke’s Gospel. He appears in this Sunday’s Gospel 
passage (Luke 17:11-19) that tells of ten men afflicted with the dreaded disease of leprosy. As 
Jesus enters a village, the afflicted men stand at a distance and cry out, “Jesus, Master, have 
pity on us.” 
 

Jesus responds by telling them to go to the priests who are empowered to determine if 
someone is cured of leprosy. As the ten men go, they are miraculously healed. One of the men 
realizing what has happened, immediately reverses his steps and returns to give thanks to 
Jesus. The others, anxious to be allowed to return home, continue on their way to the priests.  
 

The one who returns is a Samaritan. This apparently surprises Jesus, and he asks, “Where are 
the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" 
 

As was the case in the parable about the traveler, the least likely person acted as the Lord 
expected. The leprous Samaritan who was cured showed heart-felt thanks and gratitude to the 
Lord. He truly recognized and appreciated what God had done for him, and his thanks could not 
be put on hold. 
 

In response Jesus told him, “Stand up and go, your faith has saved you.” We might conclude 
that recognizing the blessing he had received, led that Samaritan to put his faith in the Lord 
who had cured him.  
 

Perhaps this second Good Samaritan teaches us that the more we appreciate all that God has 
done for us—from bringing us to life to holding us in existence at this very moment—the more 
our faith in God will grow. 
 

As someone observed, the level of a person’s faith can be measured by the amount of 
thanksgiving and gratitude that he or she directs to God.  
 

This Sunday, another Good Samaritan challenges us, this time to consider how thankful we are 
to God, the source of all our blessings.  
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