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Sunday, October 3, 2021 

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

ANOTHER NEED 
  

Human beings have basic physical needs. We require food, water, clothing, shelter, sleep, 
sanitation, and health care. Those needs motivate us to earn money to obtain what we require.  
 

A lack of those necessities will drive people to acts of desperation if they are unable get what 
they need in legitimate ways. People are even willing to sacrifice their political freedom in 
exchange for having their basic needs met by the state.  
 

There is also another basic need we have as human beings. We need relationships. We need 
connection. We need people in our lives. 
 

God himself recognized that need. As God says in this Sunday’s First Reading (Genesis 2:18-24), 
“It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him.”  
 

That partner was not found among the creatures of the earth for “none proved to be the 
suitable partner for the man.” The suitable partner was the woman fashioned by God from the 
same “stuff” as the man. For as the man recognized, “This one, at last, is bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh.” 
 

The relationship between man and woman was the bond instituted by the Creator to most 
perfectly satisfy humanity’s need for relationship.  
 

That relationship, that marriage between man and woman, was to be faithful and permanent. 
As Jesus tells us in Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 10:2-16). “Therefore what God has joined together, 
no human being must separate.”  
 

We live in a society that often mistakes a man and a woman’s need for human connection as 
sexual desire. In response to such desire, our culture is flooded with suggestive images, 
pornography, dating apps and websites, and a thriving sex industry. We have a society that 
promotes a “hook up” culture of casual sexual encounters, a society where serial co-habitation 
is replacing committed relationships, a society where many people move from one sexual 
partner to another. 
 

Yet at the very time when our culture offers ways to satisfy every sexual desire, we have a 
society in which many people seem to be lonely, disconnected, and unhappy with their lives. 
This dissatisfaction leads some people to escape into a virtual world of social media and digital 
fantasy. Others turn to drugs, alcohol, or an endless accumulation of possessions. Still others 
continue seeking ever more sensual pleasure to fill their emptiness.  
 

Sunday’s readings remind us of a basic desire that we all have. One as important as food, water, 
clothing, shelter, sleep, sanitation, and health care. That need is not for sex. It is the need to 



have at least one person in our lives to love us, to care about us, to cherish us, to keep their 
promises, to never abandon us, to be there for us in good times and in bad.  
 

In God’s plan, a faithful, loving marriage is the place where a man or a woman finds that 
person. 
 

As God tells us, “It is not good for the man, (for the woman), to be alone.” God showed us how 
that basic need for connection was to be met. Unfortunately, our society is not very good at 
listening to its Creator. If we listened, we would be happier people. 
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