
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

HOW LONG? 
 

From an early age, we are taught to pray to God. During these early years, we are told we 
should pray for ourselves, our families, relatives, and friends. We are taught to ask God to 
watch over people who are poor, hungry, sick, or homeless, and to bless our world with peace. 
We are reminded to ask God to help us to do well in school and to grow up to be good people. 
 

As we mature and our lives evolve, so do our prayers. We pray that we might have a fulfilling 
career, a happy home-life, successful children, financial security, and good health. 
When we come to Sunday Mass, we bring our prayer intentions and the needs of all people 
before the Lord. We particularly do that in the Intercessions that follow the Profession of Faith.  
 

In those Intercessions, we pray that the Church may powerfully proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus to all people; that religious and civil leaders will be guided by God’s wisdom; that war, 
crime, and violence will come to an end; that peace and justice will prevail; that the sick in 
body, mind, or spirit will be healed; that the suffering and bereaved may find comfort and that 
the dead may be brought to the peace of God’s kingdom. 
 

We voice such petitions Sunday after Sunday, and often at every daily Mass. We pray and pray, 
yet, most of our prayers seem to go unanswered. The Church’s message is ignored, our leaders 
fail us, violence and crime continue, peace remains threatened, the sick are not healed, and 
people continue to suffer and die for lack of food and care. Our world remains a mess.  
 

In light of that, we may feel like crying out like the Prophet Habakkuk in today’s First Reading 
(Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4). “How long, O Lord? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, 
‘Violence!’ but you do not intervene.” 
 

Like Habakkuk, we pray but God seems silent. Like the prophet we ask, “Why do you let me see 
ruin; why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 
clamorous discord.” 
 

In response, God answers us by saying, “For the vision still has its time, presses on to 
fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it …. the just one, because of his faith, 
shall live.” 
 

We are to live as people of faith who believe that every prayer that is in accord with God’s will 
is heard and answered in God’s good time. As Habakkuk is told, “the vision still has its time.”  
 

We are to have faith that God’s kingdom will come and all the injustices and evil in this world 
will be set right.  
 



Until then we are to move forward with trust in God’s promises and confidence in God’s love 
for us. We are to make the request of the apostles in Sunday’s Gospel our own, "Increase our 
faith." 
 

So as we wait in faith, we continue to pray Sunday after Sunday, day after day. Our prayers 
remind us of our dependence upon God, our relationship with God, and our obligation to live as 
God’s children. 
 

That faith even gives us the confidence to make the words of Habakkuk part of our prayer, 
“How long, O Lord? I cry for help but you do not listen.”  
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