
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 

The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

ADOLESCENT REBELLION 
 

In a news story involving people, besides naming them, the report usually gives their ages. For 
example, a story might read, “Robert Jones, age 45, and Joanne Nestor, age 38, were elected to 
the School Board.” 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 21:28-32), Jesus tells a story about people, specifically a 
father who orders his two sons to go and work in the family vineyard. 
 

Jesus does not name the boys or give their ages. However, from the way they responded to 
their father, it might be reasonable to suppose they were teenagers or young adults in 
adolescent rebellion. 
 

When told by his father to work in the vineyard, the first son defiantly said, “I will not.” The 
second son said, “Yes, sir.” But he did not go. His lack of action said the same thing his brother 
said to his father, “I will not go.” 
 

Both sons were apparently in that stage of development where they thought that saying “no” 
to their father, saying “no” to an authority figure, was a way of establishing their own identity 
and independence. They would not be like servants obeying orders from on high – each would 
be his own man! 
 

Later the first son “changed his mind and went” to the vineyard. He did what his father asked. 
Perhaps he grew up a little! 
 

Adolescent rebellion is not something exhibited only by teenagers or young adults. Nor is it 
something directed only against parents, teachers, coaches, bosses, and other authority figures. 
 

Such a rebellious attitude can continue in life and it can be directed even against the highest 
authority figure; it can be directed against God. 
 

In the Gospel, Jesus spoke of the tax collectors and prostitutes, who though they were sinners 
who had rebelled against God, were now hearing the message of John the Baptist. They were 
changing. Their “No” to God was becoming a “Yes.” 
 

Unfortunately, that was not true of the chief priests and elders to whom Jesus addressed the 
story about the two sons. They refused to listen to John’s message of repentance. John the 
Baptist was not going to tell them what to do! 
 

Such adolescent rebellion has been part of humanity’s response to God from the very start. The 
first two human beings, we might say those “teenagers” in the Garden, refused to do what God 
asked. They ate of the tree they were forbidden to touch. 
 



 

 
 

That sin, in fact every sin, might be seen as an act of adolescent rebellion. It is saying “No” to 
what God the Father asks of us.  
 

However, as our Gospel shows us, sinners can change just like the prostitutes and tax 
collectors. Doing so requires the humility.  
 

The kind of humility that Saint Paul describes in our Second Reading (Philippians 2:1-11). “Have 
in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus ... he emptied himself, … he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
 

May we strive to have the humility that Jesus showed – the humility and obedience to do what 
God the Father asks of us.  
 

Such humility will help us to change the way the first son did. It will enable us to move beyond 
adolescent rebellion and become more faithful sons and daughters of God.  
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