
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 

The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

CUT IT OUT 
 

“Would that all the people of the LORD were prophets! Would that the LORD might bestow his 
spirit on them all!" Those were the words of Moses found in this Sunday’s First Reading 
(Numbers 11:25-29). 
 

Seventy men had been selected to assist Moses in leading the Chosen People. But two of the 
seventy were not at the meeting tent when the Spirit came down upon the group. 
 

Yet the two who were absent also received a share in the spirit of Moses that God bestowed on 
the others. When Joshua told Moses that he should order them to stop prophesying, Moses 
unexpectedly replied that he looked forward to the day when all the people would be blessed 
with the spirit. They would all become prophets who would join in proclaiming the Word of 
God, denouncing evil, and urging everyone to faithfully walk in the ways of the Lord. 
 

That wish of Moses has come to pass. The Spirit has been given to more than just a chosen few, 
it has been given to all the baptized. As Saint Peter told the people on the first Pentecost 
Sunday, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, …. and you will receive the gift of the holy 
Spirit.”  Acts 2:38 
 

The Spirit’s presence is symbolized at baptism when the newly baptized is anointed with Holy 
Chrism while the minister prays that the person will always “remain as a member of Christ, 
Priest, Prophet, and King, unto eternal life.” 
 

As people filled with the Spirit, we too are to be prophets who announce the presence of God 
in the world. We do that by our words. But as Jesus reminds us in Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 9:38-
43, 45, 47-48), we particularly manifest God’s presence, or fail to, by what we do with our 
hands, our feet, and our eyes. 
 

Like Jesus, prophets use their hands to feed the hungry, to reach out to the powerless, and to 
comfort the hurting. 
 

Like Jesus, prophets use their feet to go to those who have walked away from the Church, to 
those who are confined to their homes because of age or illness, and to those who are lost in a 
world in which they find no meaning or purpose. 
 

Like Jesus, prophets use their eyes to recognize others as children of God, who see the 
injustices in society, and who notice the light of God’s presence even in the darkness.  
 

However, we can also use our hands, feet, and eyes to sin and so lead others away from Christ. 
We can fail to be Spirit-led prophets. 
 

Hands can be used to abuse and hurt, to steal, and to hang onto evil habits. 
 

Feet can take us in wrong directions, move us into harmful relationships and situations, and 
have us walk in a path contrary to the Gospel. 
 



 
 

Eyes can be used to look down on others, to view people as mere objects or threats, and to see 
the things of this world as more important than the things of God. 
 

Using graphic, figurative language, Jesus tells us that if what we are doing with our hands, feet, 
or eyes contradicts the message of the Gospel and gives bad example to others, those body 
parts should be “cut off.” In other words, we need to cut out such behavior, and act as the 
prophets of the Lord that we became at baptism. If we do not, we may end up being “thrown 
into Gehenna, where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'"   
 

“Would that all the people of the LORD were prophets,” that all were led by the Spirit of God! 
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