
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, September 11, 2022 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

DOING THE UNEXPECTED 
 

“What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the 
ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it?” 
 

That is the question that Jesus poses in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 15: 1-32) as he begins the 
well-known parable of the lost sheep. 
 

If we give thought to that question, we will most likely conclude that no shepherd would do 
such a thing. 
 

It would be like asking, what teacher would leave a group of 15 third graders unsupervised in a 
state park, as he or she went off to look for a student who was missing? No teacher who 
wanted to keep his or her job would do such a thing. 
 

Likewise, no shepherd would leave 99 sheep alone in the desert to go in search of one that was 
lost. While he looks for the missing sheep, other sheep might start wandering off and they all 
would be in danger of being attacked by wolves or taken by robbers. 
 

Furthermore, what shepherd when finding a lost sheep would put “it on his shoulders with 
great joy,” carry it home, and then invite his friends and neighbors to come and celebrate? 
 

More than likely, he would be angry with the sheep that had wandered off, caused him to go 
searching for it, and put the rest of the flock in danger.  
 

And why would that shepherd invite his friends and neighbors to come and rejoice with him 
because he found his lost sheep? The celebration would only call attention to his lack of skill as 
a shepherd since one of the sheep under his care had been able to run off without his noticing. 
 

Jesus relates that story about a shepherd, who acts in a very unexpected, even ridiculous way, 
to tell us something about the way God acts in dealing with sinners. 
 

The Pharisees and scribes, the religious leaders of the day, scrupulously tried to obey the law of 
God and to avoid any interaction with sinners. The holy and righteous were to remain apart 
from those who disregarded the law of God. The clean were to remain at a distance from the 
unclean. 
 

Jesus did just the opposite; he went out looking for those who had separated themselves from 
God. As the Pharisees and scribes accurately noticed, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.” Like the shepherd in the parable, Jesus acted in a very unexpected, unconventional 
way in his dealing with sinners.  
 



 

 
 

As Jesus showed us, God offers his love and mercy to all people, even to those we would deem 
unworthy. God does all he can to bring the “lost sheep” back home.  
 

At times, that may make God seem weak and ridiculous in the eyes of the world. But as we see 
when we gaze upon the cross, God does whatever is necessary to bring home the sheep of his 
flock. When he has them back, like the shepherd in the parable, God cries out to his heavenly 
friends and neighbors, “Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.” 
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