
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, September 6, 2020 

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

SILENT CONSENT 
 

If we were asked our opinion about the way a certain individual responded to a stressful 
situation, we might answer in one of two ways. 
 

We could say that we approved of what the person did; that the person’s reaction seemed 
reasonable. 
 

Or we might say just the opposite: we disapproved of the way the person acted; the person’s 
behavior was inappropriate. 
 

Both are possible answers. However, there is also a third way we could respond. We might 
remain silent, expressing neither approval nor disapproval. However, silence in such cases is 
often interpreted as validation. 
 

For example, imagine we saw a co-worker ignore or mistreat a customer because of that 
person’s race or ethnicity. Rather than speaking up, we said nothing. Would not our silence be 
interpreted as tacit approval of that co-worker’s behavior? Our silence would appear to give 
consent. 
 

This Sunday, our readings tell us that if we see evil, we are to react. We are not to remain silent 
spectators. 
 

In our First Reading (Ezekiel 33:7-9), the Lord tells the prophet Ezekiel that he is to be like a 
watchman who sounds the alarm when danger approaches.  
 

He is to warn those who are engaged in evil behavior. He is to “speak out to dissuade the 
wicked from his way.”  
 

Ezekiel is not to remain silent. If he fails to speak up and to warn the wicked, God tells him that 
he will be punished.  
 

Then in our Gospel (Matthew 18:15-20), Jesus instructs his disciples on how they are to deal 
with someone who sins against them. Obviously, that begins with confronting the evildoer and 
not remaining silent. 
 

If we say nothing when we are treated unjustly or see others treated that way, we give consent 
to such behavior. Jesus would not have told us how to deal with evil if he did not want us to 
speak up.  
 

Certainly, Jesus himself did not remain silent when he saw evil. We have a dramatic example of 
that when Jesus cleared the Temple of the money changers and those selling animals for ritual 
sacrifice. Jesus did not stand silently by and let that behavior continue.  
 



 
 

As Saint John tells us in his Gospel, Jesus “made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of 
the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, ‘Take these out of here, and stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace.’” (John 2:15-16) 
 

Unfortunately, there are sinful structures and evil people in our society. We would have to be 
blind not to see the corruption, the crime, the racism, the discrimination, the injustice, the 
abuse, the immorality, the devaluation of human life, and so on. 
 

As followers of Christ, we are to sound the alarm like Ezekiel. We are to confront those who sin, 
and like Jesus, we may have to turn over some tables. We are not to silently watch as these 
evils darkened our society. We need to remember that silence gives consent! 
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